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Synopsii-Nou 
Daty on — Cantmued, 

Chandeliers separately packed and invoiced 3347 

Cheap musical boxes 3173 

Chestnut, extract of 3412 

Chromos 3140 

Chronometer-boxes 3180 

Cobalt crystals and lupulinum 3168 

Cocoa and chocolate 3403 

Cod-liver oil from Canada 3416 

Copper-coins 3248 

Cotton g^ds, embroidered with wool 3103 

Cotton rugs 3390 

Cotton warp-yarn 3217 

Cotton ties .' 3260 

Countable cottons 3096, 3380 

Covered furniture 3117 

Crochet-needles 3434 

Crude oxide of manganese 3410 

Diagonals 32:17 

Dotted and figured cottons 3305 

Dried plums , 3233 

. Dry levigated sienna 1 3:^34 

Earthenware 32 19, :«42, 3253, 3276 

Embossed chromos '. 3061 

Embroideries, bead 3172 

Embroidered flannel strips 3178 

Embroidered linen suits 3108 

Endless belts of india-rubber and cotton 3212 

Extract of Persian berries 3079 

Extract of chestnut : 3412 

Fancy clay pipes.... 3073,3384 

Fireworks 3202 

Fish, frozen for transportation 3062 

Flannel, Canton, unbleached 3422 

Flower-stands, artificial 3436 

Flowers, artificial, parts of 3386 

Flowers, artificial, silk chief value 3398 

Flowers, dried for manufacture of insect-powder 3077 

Fresh fish 3181 

Gannister ^ 3329 

German-silver watch-cjiiains 3174 

Glass tubes , 3273 

Glass, paintings on 3142 

Goat-skin rugs 3063 

Ground myrobolan nuts 3175 

Haii'-nets, brooches, and watch-keys 3160 

Hair, human .'. 3353 

Hatters' plush 3286 

Hemlock bark, ground 3225 
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Synopsis No. 
Doty on — Continued, 

Hemp bags, embroidered in wool • 3409 

Hop-poles of cedar 3204 

Ilorse-shears r - -' • 31d5 

Human hair 3363 

Imitations of jet 3197 

Imitation pi-eoions-stones 3135 

Imitation saifron. 3330 

Indigo aaxiliary 3428 

Iron axles 3207 

Ivory collar-buttons.. J , 3277 

Ivory strips for piano-keys 3064 

Jute, manufactures of ^ 3167 

Jute padding , !... 3086 

Jute twists 3116 

Kamala 3201 

1 (\ linen : 3243 

La: .H : 3091 

L*»ai •• r strips * 3355 

Liclii iniit, dried 3162 

Liglitei-s, cigar 3067 

Lithographic fashion-plates 3100 . 

Lithographic show-cards 3074 

Locks 3336 

Looking-glasH frames 3081 

Machinery 3319 

Machinery imported by sei>arate vessels 3085, 3106 

Medicinal cigarettes ^ 3080 

Mock jewelry 3135,3169 

Musii^al bird-cage 3255 

Necklaces of beads and imitations of jewelry 3^88 

Necklaces of bone 3119 

Necklshces of amber 3389 

Needles, partially manufactured 3421 

Ochres, ground in oil 3317 

Old coins 3248 

Orange mineral 3152 

Painted-glass windows 3369 

Paper, asbestos. ' :M38 

Paper, exported, printed, and reimiwrted 3065 

Parts of artificial flowers 3386 

Patterns 3172 

Peanuts :i240 

Peanut oil :«18 

Pepper, dried Mexican, ungronnd 3:W1 

Photographs 35J11 

Pipe-sockets 3376 

Playing-cards, partially manufactured 3270 

Powder-pu£fs 3114 
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Synopali Hoi 

v^«ftparatioii8 of n^adder. , 3130 

Prepared natoral mineral waters. 3170 

PzintiDLgrpreaBy reimpprted ..-....: ' 3294 

Proprietary medicines 3080 

Bice *... ..:....: : :. 3137 

Rioe floor, arrowroot flour, Ao 3385 

SaUcylate of sodium.. -..■ 3395 

Scrap Qerman silver 3156 

Shells, manufactures of ••'•.-• 3377 

ISheepskins, Hawaiian , : 3414 

SiikelasUcs : ^ - 3306 

Silk rags........ .: 3311 

Skins, bear v : 3351 

Sleeve-bnttbns and inkstands 3377 

Sparterre goods 3199 

Stands, artificial-flower y 3436 

Steel enibossing-dies ....... . 3254 

Steel-topped thimbles 3145 

Straw baskets, lined with wool 3419 

Stringsfor musical instruments — 3176 

Tacuum fibre 3105 

Tank-bottoms 3188 

Tapestries, silk and cot ton 3126 

Taraxacum, or dandelion root 3289 • 

Terra aluminous 3257 

Theatrical mock jewelry 3099 

Ties, cotton 3260 

Tiles 3352 

Tin cans, exported for benefit of drawback, aind reimported 3221 

• Ungi)t frames 3081 

VfpUn-bows , 3274 

^ at ch-oh ains 3174 

Watch-jewels 3163 

Wooden pipe-blocks '. 3411 

Woollen machine-blanketing 3147 

Woollen shawls 3194 

Wools.. 3171,3304' 

. Zinc-dust, indigo auxiliary 3428 

Zinc, in sheets ..^ 3441 

pyedistle, free 3326 

Earthenware, chwsification of .*.., 3219,3242,3253,3276 

Elastics^ duty on silk 1 3306 

Embossing-dies, steel, duty on 3254 

Embroidered — 

.Flannel strips..' .*.... 3178 

Hemp bags, in wool : 3409 

Linen suits .* , 3109 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



13 

SynopsU No. . 

Embroideries, bead. i » . 3172 

England, importation of cattle and hides 3127, 3206, 3331. 

Entries, liquidated at rates fixed by existing decisions 3368 

Entry — 

Additional duty on charges added after 3218 

Charges omitted on ^ . . 3057 

For transportation and exportation '. 3234 

Of free goods 3177 

Reductions in value of goods after .....--. ,..., 3196 

Undervaluation on * 3192 

Errors discovered in entries i»rior to liquidation 3308 

Examination of officers in Revenue-Marine Service for promotion 33^1 

Examined x>ackages, delivery. of ,.. 3215 

Exhibition, paintings, statuary, &c., imported for 3128 

Expenditures on public buildings , 3266 

Expense of cording and sealing 3093 

Exportation — 

Entry for trandportation and 3234 

Of distilled spirits, subject to internal-revenue tax 3068 

Export bonds, proofs required for discharge 3069 

Exports to Hawaiian Islands 3078 

Extract of — 

Chestnut, not pyrogallic acid , 3412 

Persian berries l 3079 

F. 

Fancy clay pipes 3073,3384 

Fashion-plates, duty on lithographic ^. . . 310() 

Fees — 

Certifying manifests of sealed cars 3098 

Customs, how payable 3408 

For debenture certificate 3094 

Refund of , 3418 

Vessels putting into port in distress, payment of 3164 

Weighing, on potatoes .' 3165 

Ferry-boats, names of , 3226 

"Fifteen-per-cent." contracts, opinion of the Attorney General in the matter of 

the / 3231 

Figured and fancy alpacas, diagonals, &.c., classification of 3237 

Fines accruing under steamboat laws 3440 

Fireworks 3202 

Fisheries — * 

Evidence of production of American 3265 

Salt used in 3131 

Fish— 

And fish-oil imported from British Columbia, 3354 

Duty on 3181 

Free entry of fresh, for immediate consumption 3280 

Frozen in Canada by patent process, duty on American 3062, 3087 

Withdrawal of salt for curing of 3256,3287 
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SynopsU "So, 
Flannel- 
Canton, unbleached * 3422 

Strips, embroidered 3178 

Flats, admeasurement of « 3066 

'^our, free entry of tapioca 3161 

Flower-stands, artificial 3436 

iPlowers— 

Artificial, parts of 3386 

Artificial, silk, chief value .' 3396. 

Dried, for manufacture of insect-powder 3077 

Foreign — 

Coin, value of 3290 

Currency, values of , 3056 

Merchandise carried from i>ort to port in importing vessel, cer.tificate of 

delivery 3123 

Frames- 
Brass photograph y 3375 

Containing antiques, di^iahle 3333 

Duty on ungilt 3081 

Free — 

American bags returned from abroad ..'. , 3198 

Beer-bottles reimported empty •. 3089 

Books, &c., for scientific and educational institutions 3186 

Dried skins, specimens of natural history ..>. 3328 

Dyedistle , 3320 

Entry of goods '. 3177 

Fresh fish for immediate consumption. . .' 3280 

Immediate transportation of goods. . , .*. 3229 

Lumber hewn in Maine and manufactured in New Brunswick 3071 

Machinery for the manufacture of the ramie, jute, or flax 3159, 3193 

Music.for societies 3154 

Natural mineral water 3148 

Pickled sheepskins 3070 

Silk waste v 3271 

Tapiocaflour 3161 

Frontiers, vessels on the north, northeast, and northwest 3216, 3224, 3247, 3269 

Fruit, damage allowance on gpreen ^ •. 3235, 3236, 3272 

Fruit, dried lichi 3162 

Fur-animals in Alaska, killing of 1 .1 3190 

Furniture, duty on covered 3117 

G. 

Qannister : 3329 

Gaugeable quantity of vermuth-bottles , 3293 

Gtoneral-order store, time goods may remain on dock before being sent to 3278 

Qerman silver — 

Duty on scrap 3156 

Watch-chains \; 3174 

Germany, importation of cattle and hides from 3107 
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Synopsis No. 
Glass— • . 

Duty on tubes 3273 

Painted windows 3369 

Paintings on '. 3142 

Goat-skin rugs, duty on 3063 

Grain-bags— 

On reimportation, Identification of 3314 

Returned from abroad 3198 

Grain imported from Canada in sealed cars, exportation of .*. . 3397 

Grain, &c., transportation of, in sealed cars ^ 3101 

Gratuities to revenue officers, circular in regard to 3316 

Great Britain and Ireland, importation of hides from 3127, 3206, 3331 

H. 

Hailing places of vessels 3223, 3226, 3363 

Hair- 
Discriminating duty on cleaned, from east of Cape of Good Hope 3424 ' 

Human 3353 

Hair-nets : 3160 

Harmonicas, (toys) 3399 

Hatter's plush 3286 

Hawaiian Islands — 

Exports to *. 1 3078 

. Sugar ft-oni 3262 

Trade under treaty 3072 

Wool on sheepskins from, dutiable 3414 

Hemlock bark, ground, free 3225 

Hemp bags embroidered in wool 3409 

Hides— 

And cattle from South America, importation of 3442 

Cuttings, from east of Cape of Good Hope, discriminating duty on 3425 

From England 3127 

From Germany 3107 

Importation from Great Britain and Ireland 3206, 3331 

Importations of 3158 

Home port of vessels , 3157 

Hop-poles, cedar 3204 

Horse-shears w 319^ 

Household and personal eflfects, saddles not i 3321 

I. 

Imitations — 

Of jet 3197 

Of jewelry 3288 

Precious-stones 3135 

Saffron 3330 

Immediate transportation of free goods i 3229 

Inmiigrants arriving from <$bntiguou8 foreign territory, teams of 3143 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16 

Bynopais No. 
Importations — 

Dutiable value of 3222,3238,3241 

Bymail 3060, 3076, 3102, 3227, 3228, 3246, :«63, 3401, 3427 

Importer liable for penal duty : . , 3435 

Imports, duties on, where payable 3307 

India-mbber and cotton, duty on endless belts, 3212 

Indigo auxiliary classified as zinc dust 3428 

Information for Treasury Register ...; 3149 

Inkstands and sleeve-buttons, duty on 3377 * 

Insect-powder, dried flowers for manufacture of 3077 

Insi>ection of steam-vessels — 

Boiler-iron.. 3423 

Change of business of steam- vessels during year 3359 

Number, of passengers : 3268 

Personal-expense account 3391 

Inspectors, discharge of steamships at night and compensation of 3121, 3230 

rnternal-revenue tax, transfer of scrap t>obacco to bonded manufacturing ware- 
houses without payment of v 3284 

•Invoices — 

Certification of , by consuls 3059,3200,3265,3290,3310 

Distribution of charges, commissions, &c., on 3388 

Verification of .: 3120 

Iron — 

Axles 3207 

Cotton ties 3260 

Istle, dyed 3320 

Ivory collar-buttons 3277 

Ivory strips for piano-keys 3064 

J. 

Jet, duty on imitations 3197 

Jewelry — 

Duty on mock ...3099,3135,3169 

Imitations of 3288 

Jewels, watch 3163 

Junker, Anton, proposition to compromise in case of the Union Copper Distil- 
ling Company 32:12 

Jute — 

And cotton, mixed goods 3343 

Duty on, manufactures 3167 

Padding .^ 3086 

Twists 3115 

K. 

Kamala, crude drugs 3201 

L. 

Lace, linen j 3243 

Lamps' 3091 

Landing certificates 3166 
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Synopsis No. 

' Landing certificates for snnif and tobacco. ..:. .....* .., 3*205 

Laws, decisions on customs, how reversed 1 , 3325 

Lead seals 3341 

Leather strips, duty on 3356 

Lichi fruit, dried : ,. 3162 

Lighters, cigar 3067 

Lights, &c., on vessels - 3118 

Linen suits, embroidered - , • 3108 

Linseed, extra sacks enclosing 3203 

Liquor, quantities in which it may be imported , 3191 

Lists of vessels, alphabetical » 3183 

Lithographic fashion-plates 3100 

Lithographic show-cards 3074 

Live-stock, imi>ortation of 3158 

Locks 3336 

Looking-glass frames 3081 

Lumber hewn in Maine and manufactured in New Brunswick 3071 

Lupulinum 3168 

m. 

Machinery — 

Blanketing for , 3147 

Duty on,. 3319 

For the manufacture of the fibre of the ramie, jute, or flax 3159, 3193 

Imimrted by sox>arate vessels 3085, 3106 

Madder, preparations of ^ 3130 

Mail- 
Books imported in unsealed packages from Canada 3102 

Lnportations by 3075,3227,3228,3246,3263,3427 

ImiK)rtation of photographs 3060 

New8pai>er8 imported by , 3401 

Manganese, crude oxide of 3410 

Manifest, shipper's ^. . 3261 . 

Marine documents, temporary issue of 3291, 3432 

Marine-Hospital Service, medical-relief certificates 3426 

Marking of sugars transported in bond 3-220 

Master-cari>enter's certificate 3275 

Medicines, proprietary 3080 

Merchandise, dutiable charges on imported .^ 3298 

Metalophones , 3399 

Metal, duty on alloys "3407 

Metal ornaments, small, as toys 3208 

Metallic tags used on railway cara containing bonded merchandise 3303 

Mineral — 

Duty on orange 3152 

Waters,, natural, prepared 3170 

Waters, natural, free 314q 

Wax, candles made oj MOr^ 

2. I 
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Synopsis No. 

Mississippi river, docuraouting barges on , , 3113 

Mixed goods, cotton and jute , 3343 

Mock jewelry 3099, 3i:», 3169 

Musical — 

Bird-cage, duty on 3255 

Boxes, duty on cheap 3173 

Instruments, cases for 3155 

Instruments, strings for 3176 

Music for societies 3154 

Myrobolan nuts, ground 3175 

Nails, cut, drawback allowance on 3322 

Natural history, dried skins, specimens of 3328 

Necklaces — 

pf amber 3389 

Of beads and imitation of jewelry w . . . :i288 

Of bone 3119 ' 

Needles — 

Crochet 3434 

Duty on partially-manufactured ^ 3421 

Newspapers imported by mail : 3401 

Nnts, duty on ground myrobolan 3175 

O. 

Ochres, ground in oil, duty on 3317 

Official iK)stage , 3182 

Ohio river, barges on 3095 

Oil— 

Cod-liver, product of Canadian fisheries 3416, 3433 

Fish, and fish imported from Bri tish Columbia 3354 

Peanut, duty on 3318 

Old .couis, duty on 3248 

Omitted charges on entry ..1 3057 

Orange mineral, duty on ' 3152 

Ornaments, duty on baskets and basket 3239 

Ownership of vessels 3179 

P. 

Packing of imported cigars 3141 

Painted-glass windows, duty on •. 3369 

Paintings on glass ^ 3142 

Paintings, statuary, &c., imported for exhibition 3128 

Paper, asbestos : 3438 

Paper exported, printed on and reimported, duty on 3065 

Patterns, embroidered. 3172 

Peanuts, duty on 3240 

Peanut-oil, duty on 1 3318 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



19 

SynopaU No. 

Penal dilty, importer liable for. .:....... 3435 

Penalty for coastwise vessels not having manifests 3090 

Pepper, dried Mexican, ungrouud 3301 

Persian beiiies, extract of . 1 , 3079 

Personal effects, saddles not household or . . 1 3321 

Philadelphia, designation as port of entry for goods shipped in bond to Canada. 3323 

Photographs, duty on 3211 

Photographs, importation by mail 3060 

Piano-keys, duty on ivory strips for 3064 

Pilot-boats, documenting of 3076 

Pipes, duty on fancy cUy 3073, 3384 

Pipe-sockets, duty on 3376 

Playing-cards, partially manufactured 3270 

Plums, dried, duty on 3233 

Plush, hatters', duty on 3286 

Poles, cedar hop i 3204 

Ports, hailing, of vessels 3157,3223,3226,3363 

Postage, departmental , » 3245 

Postage, official 3182 

Potatoes — 

Entry for warehouse and transportation in bond 3184 

Imported under seal from Canada, entry of, for transportation 3437 

Weighing-fees on 3165 

Pottery, so-called antique 3110 

Powder-pu£b 3114 

Powers of attorney -. 3055 

Precious-stones, imitation of 3135 

Printing-press- 
Duty on old 3165 

Reimported, duty on 3294 

Proprietary medicines 3080 

• Protests, time for lodging 3139 

Public buildings, instructions to custodians and otiliers 3266 

Pyrogallic acid, extract of chestnut not 3412 

i^uantities in which liquor may be imported 3191 

R. 

Bags, silk, duty on 3311 

Beappraisements — 

And general appraisers ' 3281 

Questions to be considered in ' 3210 

Receipts for customs dues and fees. 3387 

Refund— 

Onalpacas 3097 

On claims not filed within the time required by law 3209 

Of fees , .*. >.... 3418 
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Synopsis No, 

Register, information for Treasary .' 3149 

BeimportatioDB on whieh drawbacks have been paid 3138 

Repairs on American vessels in England not dutiable 3379 

Report and entry of vessel from foreign port 3350 

Reports — 

Of business fh>m collectors of cnstoms, monthly 3404 

Of special seizure 3349 

Of Steamboat-Inspection Service, rendition of 3144 

To general appraisers 3383 

To Sui>ervising Inspector-Gtoneral of Sieam-Yessels 3360 

Revenue-Marine Service — examination of officers for promotion 3381 

Revenue officers, circular in regard to gratuities to 3316 

Rice, duty on 3137 

iRice flour 3385 

Rugs- 
Duty on cotton 3390 

Ooat-skin 3063 

Rulings of Secretary, how reversed 332& 

Sacks, extra, enclosing linseed . .-. 320$ 

Saddles not household or personal effects 3321 

SafEron, duty on imitation , 3330 

Sailing-vessels not required to carry boats 3227 

Sails and rigging from wrecked vessels 3258 

Salicylate of sodium 339& 

Salt- 
Damage, withdrawn from bond for curing food-fishes 3256 

For curing fish, withdrawal of ,/ 3287 

Used in the fisheries 3131 

Withdrawn in bond —I 3420 

Salvors' rights, American vessels sold abroad to satisfy 337S 

Samples of merchandise forwarded by consuls 3313 

Sampling and weighing of sugars 3417, 3430 

Schedule of rates of tonnage tax 336S 

Scientific and educational institutions, free entry of books, A,c 318& 

Scrap German silver 3156- 

Sea, Black, and Sea of Azov, shipments from ports on 331& 

Sealed cars — 

Transportation of merchandise in 3101 

Fees for manifests 3098 

Seals, lead - 3341 

Seamen, medical-relief certificates on account of sick and disabled 3426 

Shawls,. duty on woollen - .". 3194 

Shears, duty on horse 1... 319& 

Shells, manufactures of - 3377 

Shipper's manifest 3261 

Shoes, duty on calf-hair. .' 339S 
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Synopais No. 

Shortage in cargo, allowance for : 3111 

Sh<»rt shipments deducted in nudervalnation 3413 

Show-cardSi duty on lithographic 3074 

Sienna, duty on dry levigated 3334 

Silk— 

^^ And cotton tapestries 3125 

Duty on artificial flowers i 3398 

Elastics, duty on .^ 3306 

Rags, duty on 3311 

Waste, free entry of 3271 

Withdrawal in bond for dyeing ^ . . 3187 

Skins- 
Bear 3351 

Dried, specimens of natural history, free 3328 

Sheep; pickled, free. •- 3070 

Sheep, from Hawaiian Islands, with wool on ^ 3414 

Slates for deaf and dumb institute 3082 

Sleeve-buttons and inkstands, duty on ". 3377. 

Smoker's articles, mechanical cigar-lighters 3067 

Snuff and tobacco, landing certificates for 3205 

South America- 
Doubloon, value of 3153 

Hides and cattle from 3442 

Spanish vessels — 

Admeasurement of ^ 3^2 

Tonnage tax on , 3402 

Sparterre goods 3199 

Special agent«, circular relating to 3^ ■ 

Special seizures, reports of 3347 

Spirits subject to internal-revenue tax, exportation of distilled 3068 

Springs, drawback on clock 3420 

Stands, artificial-flower 3436 

Steamboat laws, fines accruing under 3440 

Steamships, discharge at night 3^30 

Steam-launch left temporarily at a port 3116 

Steel emboesihg-dies, duty on 3254 

Steel-topped thimbles ..." 3145 

Steering and sailing-rules. ._ 3118 

Straw baskets lined with wool 3419 

Strings for musical instruments 3176 

Sugars — 

Artificially colored 1 3344 

- Drawback on, entry prior to October 1 - 3367 

Duty on tank-bottoms ... - 3188 

From Hawaiian Islands, when dutiable 3262 

Sampling and weighing of 3417,3430 

Syrup, rates of drawback on 3364 

Transported in bond, marking of 3220 

Supervising Inspector-General of Steam-Vessels, reports to 3360 
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SynopaiB No. 

N T. ■ ■■•••■ ■ 

Tacuum fibre i 3105 

Tags, Dietallic, used od railway cars contaiuing bonded merchandise'. 3303 

Tank-bottoms .....'.... 3188 

Tapestries, silk and cotton : 3125 

Tapioca flour 3161 

Taraxacum, or dandelion root 3289 

Teams of immigrants 3143 

Telegraphing, circular in regard to 3312 

Temporary marine documents, issue of 3291, 3432 

Terra aluminous, duty on 3257 

Texas, ti*ansportation in bond through 3295 

Theatrical mock jewelry 3099 

Thimbles,, duty on steel-topped 3145 

Ties, cotton 3260 

TUes, classification of 3352 

Time— 

For lodging protests 3139 

That goods may be allowed to remain on dock after discharge from ves- 
sel : 3259,3278 

Tin cans — 

Exported for benefit of drawback and reimported .- 3221 

Filled and exported for benefit of drawback, not weighable 3302 

Tivoli boards, toys 3357 

Tobacco scraps — 

Importation of 3058 

Transfer to bonded warehouse ^ 3284 

Tonnage admeasurement between decks of steam-vessels 3122 

Tonnage tax- 
Alien 3249 

Law relating to collection 3348 

On northern, northeastern, and northwestern frontiers 3216, 3250, 3251, 3269 

On Spanish vessels 3402 

Rate of 3338,3358 

Rate on vessels of foreign nations not protected by treaty stipulation. . . 3362 

Schedule of rates of 3365 

Toys- 
Harmonicas and metalaphones 3399 

Small brass bells 3:582 

Small metal ornaments 3208 

Small stands of artificial flowers 3436 

Tivoli boards 3357 

Whistling-dolls of India-rubber 3394 

Trade-dollar :.. 3290 

Transfer of scrap tobacco in bond ^ 3284 

Transportation — 

And exportation, entry for." 3234 

Entry of potatoes from Canada 3437 

In bond through Texas 3295 
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SynopaUNo;. 
Transportatioh— ConfintcAl. 

Merchandise, in sealed cars 1 1 -. 3101 . 

Of domestic merchandise from port to^^ort in the itnited States through 

New Brunswick, Canada ..1 3356 

Through Cana<la, fees for certifying manifests of sealed cars arriving in 

UnitedStates ...v 3098 

Treasurer of United States, payment of checlss lost in transmission : . 3392 

Treasury Register, information for 3149 

Tubes, duty on glass .- 3273 

U. 

Unclaimed goods, sale of 3309 

Underyalnatiou — 

Goods subject to specific duty, according to value, subject to additional 

duties for '. 3370 

Of part of importation, additional duty v 3346 

On entry 3192 

Short shipment deducted 3413 

Union Copper Distilling Company, decision in thie matter of the proposition of 

Anton Junker and others, proprietors of the 3232 

V. 

Values — 

Dutiable, of imported merchandise 3222, 3238, 3241 

Foreign currency 3056 

Of foreign coin, certificate of consul 3290 

Rediictions in, after entry of goods 3196 

South- American doubloon .3153 

Velocipedes ^ 3283 

Vermuth-bottles, gaugeable quantity of .3293 

Vessels — 

Admeasurement of flats 3066 • 

Admeasurement of new 3345 

Admeasurement of small ^ 3282 

Alphabetical lists of 3183 

American, repaired with foreign material, may engdge in coasting-trade 

two months in one.year ■. - 3372 

American, sold abroad to satisfy salvors' rights, documenting of 3373 

Canal-boats and barges 3332 

Change of papers on arrival from foreign port 3267 

Documenting of I 3151 

Documenting barges 'on Ohio river 3095 

Documenting barges on Mississippi river 3113 

Documenting of pilot-boats 3076 

Foreign-built pleasure-yachts not entitled to American papers 3126 

Hailing ports of 3223,3226,3363 

Home ports - . , 3157 

Issue of temporary marine documents to 3291 

Law relating to the collection of tonnage tax 3348 
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Synopsis No. 
Yeasela — ConUnued. 

Manifests of coastwise, penalty for not having 3090 

Notice of the issue of teniitorary docnraeuts to be sent to the home ports 

of the 3432 

Ownership of 3179 

Payment of fees by vessel in distress 3164 

Report and entry on arrival from foreign ports 3350 

Right of merchant, to carry arms 3104 

Sailing, not required to carry boats 3227 

Spanish, admeasurement of 3292 

Steering and sailing-rules 3118 

Tonnage tax 3338 

Tonnage tax on N., NE., and NW. frontiers 3216, 3224, 3269 

Tonnage tax on Spanish 3402 

Vessels, steam — 

Admeasurement between decks 3122 

American, repaired in England 3379 

Canadian, carrying passengers from one port to another in the United 

States via Canadian ][>ort 3247 

, Material withdrawn for repairs of 3372 

Number of passengers allowed 3268 

Plying on interior waters of a State, not subject to inspection 3150 

Reports of casualties 3132 

Vinegar, mode of testing strength 3136 

Violin-bows 3274 

W. 

Warehouse — 

And transportation, entry of potatoes in bond for 3184 

Bonded, ports at which there are 3439 

Salt withdrawn for use in fisheries 3131 

Transfer of scrap tobacco to bonded manufacturing 3284 

Withdrawal of silk in bond'iEor dyeing 3187 

Watch— 

Chains, duty on German-silver : 3174 

Chains, duty on brass 3324 

Jewels, duty on 3163 

Keys 3160 

Wax, candles made of mineral 3405 

Weighing — 

And sampling of sugars 3430 

Fees on potatoes ^ : 3165 

Willow sheets .• 3199 

Wine- 
Damage allowance on 3326 

In bottles, damage allowance on 3327 

Wooden — 

Chronometer-boxes 3180 

Pipe-blocks 3411 
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Synopsis No. 
Wool- 
Cotton goods embroidered with 3103 

Duty on 3171,3304 

Hawaiian sheepskins, dutiable 3414 

Hemp bags embroidered in 3409 

Machine-blanketing 3147 

Siiawlfl ;. 3194 

Straw baskets lined with 3419 

Woollen machine-blanketing 3147 

Wrecked vessels/sails and rigging from 3258 

Y. 

Yachts, foreign built, not entitled to American papers 3126 

Tarn, dnty on cotton-warp 3217 

Z. 

Zinc-dust, Indigo auxiliary classified as 3428 

Zinc in sheets ^ 3441 



3 I 
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TO OOLLEOTORS OF OUSTOMS. 



Treasury Department, 

Washington, Z>. C, February 2, 1877. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of Jan- 
uary, 1877, upon the construction to be given to Acts of CongresB 
relating to the Tariff, 2^avigation, and other subjects, are published 
herewith for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 



[Omitted from Decisions of October, 1876.] 

(3055.) 

Powers of Attorney. 

Treasury Department, October 10, 1876. 

The order of the Department of April 16, 1875, relating to powers 
of attorneys, is hereby revoked, and the following adopted in lieu 
thereof: 

In every case to be finally adjudicated in this Department, the attor- 
ney shall present a letter of attorney from the claimant to prosecute the 
case, and shall be regarded as the attorney in such case, with the right 
to receive any draft therein. The claimant may change his attorney 
at any time, with the consent of the proper officers of the Department. 

In cases certified for payment by the Court of Claims, or by any 
commission created by Congress, the persons certified by said court or 
commission as the attorneys of record shall be regarded as such by 
this Department, and be entitled to receive the drafts in such cases. 

In all cases drafts for claims will be made to the order of the claim- 
ant, and will be delivered to the proper attorney, according to this 
order. 

The Secretary reserves the right in all cases to make such special 

orders as may be proper. 

LOT M. MORRILL, 

Secretary, 

OOLLliiCTORS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 
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(3056.) 
Values of the Monetary Unite and Standard Ooine of Foreign Countries. 

Tbeasuby Department, January 1, 1877. 

The first section of the ^ act of March 3, 1873, Statates at Large, 
volame 17, page 602, reprodaced ia seotioa 3564 of the Bevised Stat- 
ates, provides << that the value of foreign coin, as expressed in the 
money of aocoant of the United States, shall be that of the pare metal 
of sach coin of standard valae," and that << the valaes of the standard 
^ins in circalation of the various nations of the world shall be esti- 
mated annually by the Director of the Mint, and be proclaimed on the 
first day of January by the Secretary of the Treasury." 

The estimate of values contained in the following table has been 
made by the Director of the Mint, and is hereby proclaimed in com- 
pliance with the above-stated provisions of law : 



Cdantry. 



AostriA. 
Belgiam. 
BoUVia.. 



Brasil 

BritiBhPossesiiions in 

North Amerioa 

Bogota 

Central America. 

Chili 



Denmark 

Bonador 

5«ypt. 

France 

Great Britain . 

Greece 



German Empire . 

Japan 

Infia. 

Italy 

Liberia 

Mexioo 



Netherlands.. 



Norway 

Pern 

Porta^J 

RoMia 

Sandwich Islands . 
Spai^ 



Sweden 

Switserland. 

TripoU 

Tnnis 

Tnrtcey 



United States of Colombia. 



Monetary onit. 



Florin.. 
Franc 
Dollar. 



Milreis of 1,000 reis.. 



Dollar.. 
Peso... 
Dollar. 
Peso... 



Crown 

DoUar 

Pound of 100 piasters. 

Franc 

Pound sterling 

Drachma. 



Mark 

Ten 

Bnpee of 16 

Lira 

Dollar 

Dollar 



Floiin . 



Crown 

DollM 

MUreis of 1.000 reis. . 
Konble of 100 oope<;kH. 

Dollar r.. 

Peseta of 100 centimes. 



Crown 

Franc 

Mahbnb of 90 piasters . 
Piaster of 16 caroubs. . 
Piaster 



Peso. 



Standard. 



saver 

Gtold and silver 
Gold and silver 

Gold 

Gold 

Gold 

Silver 

Gold 

Gold 

Silver 

Gold 

GU>ld and silver 
Gold 

Gold and silver 

Gold 

Gold 

SUver 

Gk>ld and silver 

Gold 

Silver 

Gold and silver 

Gold 

Silver 

Gold 

Silver 

Gold.... 

Gtold and silver 

Gold 

GU>ld and silver 

Silver 

Silver 

Gold 

saver 



Valnein 

U.S. 
money. 



.45,3 
.19,3 
.96,5 

.54,5 

fl.00 
.96,5 
.91,8 
.91,2 

.96,8 
.91,8 

4. 97, 4 
.19.3 

4.86,64 

.19,3 

.93,8 
.99,7 
.43.6 
.19,3 
1.00 
.99,8 

.38,5 

.26,8 

.91,8 
1.08 

.73,4 
1.00 

.19,3 

.96,8 
.19,3 
.89,9 
.11,8 
.04,3 

.91,8 



Standard coin. 



Florin. 

5. 10, and 90 francs. 

Esoudo, i boUvar and 

bolivar. 
None. 



Dollar. 

Condor, doubloon, and 
esoudo. 

10 and 90 crowns. 

Dollar. 

5. 10, C5, and 50 piasters. 

5, 10, and 90 francs. 

i sovereign and sover- 
eign. 

5, 10, 90, 50, and 
drachmas. 

5, 10, and 20 marks. 

1,9, 5, 10, and 90 yen. 



100 



5, 10, 90, 50, and 100 lire. 

Peso or dollar, 5, 10, ^, 

and 50 centavo. 
Florin ; ten guldens, 

gold, ($4.01,9.) 
10 and 90 crowns. 

9, 5, and 10 milreis. 
i, i, and 1 rouble. 

5, 10, 90, 50, and 100 

pesetas. 
10 and 90 crowns. 
5, 10, and 90 francs. 



95, 50, 100. 950, and SOO 
piasters. 



The above rates will be taken in estimating the valn^s of all foreign 
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merchandise made oat iu any of said cnrrencies imported on or after 
January 1, 1877. 

I am, very respectfally, 

LOT M. MORRILL, 

Secretary, 

COLLBOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(3057.) 
Omitted Charges on Entry. 

Trbasuby Department, January 2, 1877. 

Sib : Your letter of the 29th ultimo is received, further in regard to 
the appeal of Messrs. Balmefi^res, (2614 e,) 

GThe facts of this case appear to be that the value declared on entry 
was 640 francs, to which the appraiser added 100 francs for charges* 
Under section 14 of the act of June 22, 1874, this action of the ap* 
I^raiser caused the further addition of 100 per cent, of the amount so 
added, so that the entire value for assessment of the regular duty was 
640 francs + 100 .francs + 100 francs » 840 francs, the addition made 
by the appraiser for charges being more than 10 per cent, of the 
entered value. It also appears that you assessed the additional duty 
of 20 per cent, imposed by section 2908, Revised Statutes, not only 
upon the 740 francs, which constituted the entered value and the ap- 
praiser's addition, but also upon the 100 per cent, additional imposed 
by the act of June 22, 1874. 

In deciding upon the propriety of your action in assessing the ad- 
ditional duty of 20 per cent, on the 100 per cent, of the charges so 
added, it is necessary to consider the 14th section of the act of June 
22, 1874, conjointly with section 2908 of the Revised Statutes. The 
act of 1874 referred to, provides that where an importer shall omit to 
add the proper charges on entry, it shall be the duty of the collector 
or appraiser to addjhe same for the purpose of duty, . • • * and 
to impose and add thereto the further sum of 100 per cent, of the price or 
amount so added, which addition shall constitute a part of the duti- 
able value of such goods, and shall be collectible as provided, by law 
in respect to duties on imports. Section 2908 of the Revised Statutes 
provides that all additions made to the entered value of merQhandise 
for charges, shall be regarded as part of the actual value of such 
merchandise, and if such addition shall exceed by 10 per cent, the 
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valae declared in the entry, in addition to the duties imposed by law, 
there shall be collected a daty 20 per cent, on such value. 

In the case in question, the 100 per cent, of charges imposed by the 
appraiser was as clearly an addition as the 100 francs for actual charges, 
and as such 100 per cent entered into md formed part of the value 
upon which the ordinary duty accrued, it follows, in the opinion of the 
Department, that it also formed part of the amount upon which the 
additional duty of 20 per cent, is to be imposed* In other w(»*ds, the 
case stands upon the same footing as if, irrespective of the act of June 
22, 1874, the appraiser had added for charges 200 francs instead of 100. 

Your action in the premises was therefore correct. 
Very respectfully, 



OoLLBOTOB OF OusTOMS, New York. 



LOT M. MORBILL, 

Secretary. 



(3068.). 
Tohaooo 8orap9 — Importation of. 

Tbeasuby Department, January 2, 1877. 

Sib : I am in receipt of a letter, dated the 26th ultimo, firom Augus- 
tus Merino, of 140 South Front street, Philadelphia, in regard to an 
importation of 484 pounds of tobacco scraps, made by him into your 
port In connection therewith, I enclose copy of correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Merino and the Commissioner of Internal Bevenue in regard 
to the exemption of these scraps from internal-revenue tax. 

While, under the law, these scraps are held subject to internal-revenue 
tax when removed for consumption or sale in the condition in which 
imported, it will be seen by the accompanying copy of a letter addressed, 
under date of the 23d of October last, to the collector of customs at 
the port of New York, that it is held that impoi^ted tobacco scraps do 
not become liable to such tax when merely transferred firom a customs 
bonded warehouse in which they are stored to an internal-revenue 
bonded warehouse to be manufactured, and that when so transferred 
they are not required to be put up and stamped in the manner specified 
in section 3362 of the Bevised Statutes. 

If Mr. Merino intends to transfer these scraps from a customs bonded 
warehouse to an internal-revenue bonded warehouse for such manu- 
facture, it follows that such transfer doeis not render them liable to. the 
requirement of stamps or of internal-revenue tax. 
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Assuming that sach is the fEu^t, yoa are authorized to grant soch 
permit for the transfer of such tobacco scraps from customs bonded 
warehouse to any internal-revenue bonded cigar manufactory, where it 
may be intended .to manuflEu^ture them into cigars, without payment of 
internal-revenue tax, and without being put up and prepared in the 
manner specified in section 3362 of the Bevised Statutes. 

The condition specified in the letter of the collector of customs at 
New York of the transfer under the supervision of an officer of the 
customs, who will take a receipt therefor, will be observed in this case. 
Bespectfully, 

LOT M. MOBBILL, 

Secretary. 
COLLBOTOB OF OlJSTOM^, PA»kk20^A»a, Pa. 



(3069.) 
CerHfieatian of Invoieee. 

Tbbasubt Department, January 2, 1877. 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 27th of July last, submitting a copy of dispatches from the 
consul general of the United States at Vienna, in regard to an alleged 
undervaluation of the Austrian paper florin. 

The consul general states that a cnrrencycertificate given by the 
consul of the United States at Dresden, and attached to invoices of 
goods from Austria-Bohemia, valued such goods at about five per cent, 
less than they would have been valued if the consular certificates had 
been procured in Prague. 

The difference in the estimate of the value of the currency appears to 
arise firom the fact that the certificates of the consul at Prague are based 
on the value of the paper florin in Austria-Hungary, and that the cer- 
tificates of the consul at Dresden are based on the market value of the 
same florin in a foreign country, viz., Saxony. 

The question involved has been submitted to the chief customs 
officers at the principal ports, who appear to be generally of opinion 
that the requirement of the laws and regulations, to the effect that 
invoices and importations from countries in which there are Consular 
officers must, before shipment of the merchandise, be produced to and 
authenticated by the United States consular officer nearest the place 
of shipment for the United States, should be sp construed as to require 
such authentication by the officer nearest the place where the mer- 
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chandise has been manufactured, finished, or finally prepared for 
exportation. 

In the letter of this Department to you, dated June 8, 1874, it was 
decided that in certain cases declarations to invoices might be made 
before another consul than the one aathenticating the same ; and in 
another letter, dated the 7th of September of the ssCme year, the col- 
lect>or of customs at New York was informed that the law requiring 
the certification of invoices does not distinguish between governments 
or countries ; and that no good reason was perceived why invoices cer- 
tified at Dresden, of goods purchased in adjacent districts in Bohemia, 
should not be accepted by him. 

In view of these circumstances, this Department is not prepared to 
recommend any change in the existing regulations upon the subject. 

If Prague is nearest to the place of shipment, as defined above, the 
consul there should certify the invoice; if Dresden is nearer, the 
invoice should be certified by the consul in that city. But the latter 
should be instructed that the value of the paper florin in Auatria-Eun- 
gary must be carefully ascertained and certified, and that a certification 
of its value in Saxony would be improper. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

LOT M. MORRILL, 

Secretary. 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State. 



(3060.) 
Impartatians of Photographs by Mail. 

Treasury Department, January 3, 1877. 

Sir: The Department has received your letter of the 15th ultimo, 
inquiring, first, whether photographs of private individuals not in- 
tended for sale by them, may be sent through the mails from Canada, 
free of duty J second, whether photographs of college classes and pro- 
fessors, ordered in large numbers and furnished on a contract, are to 
be considered personal photographs entitled to free entry; and third, 
to what duties photographs are subject. 

In reply, you are informed, first, that the laws of the United States 
do not authorize the importation, free of duty, Of any photographs. 

It is understood, however, to be the practice at the various ports of 
the country to allow the importation through thie mail, in limited num- 
bers, of photographs of private individuals for their own use, or for 
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distribution to relatives or personal friends, without requiring entry 
or payment of duty. With this practice, the Department does not at 
present propose to interfere. Second. Photographs imported for sale, 
or in considerable numbers, or contracted for and supplied to classes 
in colleges or schools, are dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valo- 
rem, upon their actual market value at time and place of exportation, 
or on the price at which they are sold, provided such price is not less 
than the general market value, and they must be entered at the proper 
custom-house according to the usual course of procedure. 

For your further information I enclose herewith a copy of an opinion 
upon the subject, given by the Solicitor of the Treasury. 

I have further to state that the postal arrangements between the 
United States and the Dominion of Canada, permit photographs to be 
transported through the mails, but create no exception in. their favor, 
on account of this mode of transportation, as regards payment of duty. 

Packages of photographs in limited quantities, which, under the 
present practice are delivered without payment of duty, should be left 
open at the ends, so that inspection may be had of their contents. 

Packages of photographs, which are hereby held to be subject to 
duty, should, in order to avoid trouble, not be sent by post. 
Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assutant Secretary. 

Wm. Notman, Esq., Montreal, Canada. 



(30C1.) 
EmboBsed Chromos — Duty on. 

Teeasuby Department, January 3, 1877. 

Sir: Tlie Department is in receipt of your letter of the 22d ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (2726 e) of A. & C. Kaufmann from your decis- 
ion assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, as <^ manu- 
factures of paper,'' on certain colored engravings or pictures, imported 
per ^'Suevia'' November 11, 1876, which the importers claim are duti- 
able at the rate of 26 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision for 
"printed matter," or "engravings." 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser and an inspection 
of a sample, that the articles in question consist of engravings or 
chromos on paper, and are embossed with what is known as the "brush 
finish," and that they have undergone a process of manufacture beyond 
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the mere priiitiDg or stamping from the plates. They are therefore 
held to be dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, as ^'mana- 
factares of paper," in pursuance of Department's decision on the ques- 
tion dated August 29, 1876, (Synopsis 2960.) 
Your decision is affirmed. 

Bespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FBENGH, 

A88i8t4mt Secretary. 
Collector op Oxjstomb, New York. 



(3062.) 
Fish Frozen for Transportation. 

Tbeasuby Department, January 3, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo^ 
in yhich you ask for a decision as to whether fresh fish, frozen iii bar- 
rels, imported from Canada, are exempt from duty. 

It is understood that the fish referi^ to are caught in the inland 
lakes, and consequently that they are not exempt from duty under the 
treaty of Washington and section 2506 of the Eevised Statutes. 

From your statement it appears that the fish are frozen in barrels 
under a process which has been patented in the UnitM States and 
Canada, and that by such process they are preserved fresh, and in a 
condition fit for use for an almost indefinite period of time, when they 
are kept in a low temperature. It is also understood that such fish are 
not imported for daily consumption at or near your port, but are in- 
tended to be transported in refrigerator cars (also patented for the 
purpose of carrying these fish) to different parts of the country for 
sale and future consumption. 

Under these circumstances, the Department is of opinion that the fish, 
when imported in the condition specified, are not exempt firom duty 
under the provision for "fish, fresh, for daily consumption," which, by 
Department's decision of June 18, 1866, was intended to apply only to 
fish in the natural condition, intended for use at or about the time of 
importation, but are dutiable at the rate of fifty cents per one hundred 
pounds, under the provision in Schedule F for "all other foreign- 
caught fish, • • • fresh, • • • not otherwise provided for**^ 

Respectfully, 

L. M. MOERILL, 

Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, Detroit, Mich. 
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(3003.) 
Ooat-Skin Bugs — Duty an. 

Tbeasuby Department, January 5, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of yoar letter of the 2d instant, 
transmitting the reports of the appraisers at yoar port and San. Fran- 
cisco, respectively, in relation to a difference of opinion as to the clas- 
sification of certain so-called goat-skins, consigned to Hart, Taylor & 
Co. at San Francisco, and transported thence in bond to yoar port. 

It appears that the appraiser at San Francisco returned the goods 
as "rags," dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem, while the 
appraiser at yoar port classified them as *' dressed farson the skin," at 
20 per cent, ad valorem duty. 

The 'report of the appraiser at San Francisco shows that the said 
<< skins are cat in snch forms that when attached they woald constitute a 
rug; that, besides being cut in proper shapes, these same pieces had been 
sewed together in the form of rugs, and evidently were, prior to ship- 
ment, in fact rugs, and that, to avoid any possible mistake in patting 
these pieces properly together, the pieces forming each separate rug 
were rolled by themselves." 

The appraiser also states that " said goat-skins are imported and 
entered at this port as rugs;" that the importers acknowledge "they 
are intended for and used as such ; " and he further states that the 
articles " had been ripped up and shipped in pieces for the purpose of 
evading the payment of duty as rugs. He therefore insists that his 
classification thereof as rugs is correct. 

The Department, in view of these representations, is of opinion that, 
in accordance with the principle laid down in its decision of February 
17, 1876, (Synopsis 2667,) the said goods are dutiable as " rugs," as re- 
turned by the appraiser at San Francisco. 

You will therefore adjust the entry at your port accordingly. 

The invoices enclosed with your letter are herewith returned. 
Bespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 



Assistant Secretary, 



OOLLBOTOB OF OtJSTOMS, Ifew Yorh. 
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(3064.) 
Ivory Strips far Piano Keys — Duty on, 

Tbeasuby Department, January 6, 1877. 

SiB: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 14th altimo, 
transmittiDg the appeal (2592 e) of M. J. Matthews from yoar decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain ivory 
strips', < imported per '^ Atlas," on the 4th ultimo, which the importer 
claims to be dutiable at the rate .of 30 per cent, ad valorem, as '< parts 
of musical instruments." 

It appears that the goods consist of thin strips of ivory, which are 
intended for use as the tops of piano keys, and are in such condition 
as to be fit for use with but little additional manufacture. 

Upon these facts, it is held that the goods are in no sense such articles 
as can be properly classified under the provision in Schedule M for 
^'musical instruments of all kinds," and the Department decides that 
they are dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, as manufac- 
tures of ivory, under Department's ruling of December 31, 1859. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

In this connection it may be stated, for the information of the appel- 
lant, that the collector at Kew York reports that it is the practice at 
that port to classify similar goods, as manufactures of ivory, at 35 
per cent, ad valorem duty. 

Bespectfuily, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Seoretary. 

OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Bostony Moss, 



(30650 
Paper Exported^ Printed upon^ amd Eeimported — Duty on* 

Treasury Department, January 9, 1877. 

Sir: Your letter of the 6th instant is received, in which you state 
that you propose to ship from the United States to Scotland paper of 
American manufacture, which is to be used in printing Bibles. These 
Bibles you propose to import in an unbound condition, and you request 
information as to the value upon which duties would be exacted. 

In reply, you are informed that the Bibles in question would be 
liable to the same rate and amount of duty as if the i)aper were of 
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foreign mannfactore. Only snch arUcles of American mannfactnre, 
are entitled to free entry as are returned in the same condition ^ 
exported, and therefore all the items of expense attending the manu- 
facture of these books, including the cost of paper, and the dutiable 
cost and charges mentioned in section 2907 of the Bevised Statutes, 
would enter into the dutiable value. 

Bespectfhlly, 

H. F. FEBNOH, 
A8sistant Secretary. 
H. E. Simmons, Esq., 

Agent American Tract Society^ New York, 



(3066.) 
Admeasurement of Mate. 

Tbeasuey Department, January 10, 1877. 

SiB: I am in receipt of your letter of the 22d ultimo, transmitting 
a copy of a communication addressed to you by Messrs. Huse, Loomis 
& Co., of your city, protesting against the admeasurements of the 
roofs or coverings of their ice-flats, and claiming that such covmngs 
are not to be considered as pargo-boxes within the meaning of the 
law and regulations. 

It appeal's that Mr. G. Schuster, an inspector at your port, who has 
admeasured a large number of ice-flats on the Illinois river, including 
those of Huse & Co., and others of similar construction, concurs in the 
statement of the protest, and is satisfied that the hulls are not Strong 
enough, and have not sufficient buoyancy to carry any cargo additional 
to that loaded in the hull. Messrs. Huse & Oo. say that their barges 
are nearlj'^ all pine flat-boats, and that all have open holds ifithout 
decks; and the photographic view transmitted by you of one of the 
vessels shows that the covering is temporary, and not calculated to- 
carry freight 

I reply, that the Department holds that the roofs or coverings of 

the barges in question should not be admeasured. Permanent closed- 

in spaces on the decks of vessels, that is, spaces which are '^ closed in'^ 

on the sides and top, are subject to admeasurement for tonnage under 

the law. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FBENOH, 



SUBYBYOB OF CUSTOMS, 8t. LouiSj Mo. 



Asaistant Secretary. 
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(3067.) 
SmokeriP ArUdUn — Mechanical Oigar-IAghters. 

Tbeasuby Department, January 11, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, 
submitting a special report firom the appraiser on the appeals (2329 e 
and 2330 e) of Mr. F. J. Kaldenberg from your assessment of duty at 
the rate of 75 per cent, ad valorem, on certain so-called match-boxes, 
imported by him, per " Main," October 7, and " St. Germain," October 
10, 1876, and claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 35 per cent, 
ad valorem. 

It appears, from said report, that the merchandise in qaestion con- 
sisted of the materials or parts of a new sl^le of cigar-lighters, which, 
when completed, are intended for lighting cigars or pipes by means of 
a cotton fuse, ignited by a flint and steel, operated by a mechanical 
combination of brass wheels and steel springs, encased in a metal box, 
suitable for carrying in the pocket, and that they were classified for 
duty at the rate of 75 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision for 
<< all smokers' articles," in Schedule M, section 2504, Bevised Statutes. 

The Department is of opinion that such classification was correct, 

and your decision is therefore affirmed. 

Bespectfully, 

LOT M. MOBBILL, 

/Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OP (3USTOMS, New Fork. 



(3068.) 
Exportation of Distilled Spirits' subfeot to Intemal-Bevenue Tax. 

Tbeastjby Dbpabtmbnt, January 12, 1877. 

Hereafter, collectors of customs will transmit to the Commissioner 
of Internal Bevenue a copy of each of the customs gangers' detailed 
reports of inspections of distilled spirits required by Intemal-Bevenue 
Begulations, << Series 6, No. 7, Supplement No. 2," and such gaugers are 
required to make such report in triplicate. 

Arrangements will shortly be made for the issue of export stamps 
for distilled spirits, with slips of paper attached to the backs thereof, 
so that a portion of such stamps can be removed from the package 
without difficulty. 

When such stamps are affixed to packages of spirite gauged and in- 
spected by a customs ganger under the requirements of existing rego* 
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latioDS, the gauger, before obliterating and destroying such stamps, as 
heretofore required, will cot ont and attach to one copy of his detailed 
report that portion of each of snch stamps upon which is shown the 
serial namber of the stamp, the date of issue, the name of the col- 
lector issuing the same, the number of the cask, the contents of the 
cask in proof gallons, and the name of the internal-revenue ganger. And 
the collector of customs will immediately forward to the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Bevenne the copy of the ganger's report to which 
such pieces of stamps are attached. 

LOT M. MOBBILL, 

Secretary. 

GOLLBOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AlfD OTHERS. 



(3069.) 

Proof Required for the IHseharge of Export Bonds. 

Tbbasuby Depabtment, 
Offloe of internal Bewnue^ January 13, 1877. 

The attention of collectors of internal revenue is called to the sub- 
joined Executive Order, dated August 8, 1876, and to an amendment 
of Circular No. 6, issued by the Department of State to the consular 
officers of the United States, November 4, 1876 ; both of which relate 
to debenture or landing certificates for goods exported to foreign ports 
from this country, under export bonds, without payment of customs 
duties or internal taxes, or with benefit of drawback after payment of 
duties or taxes. 

The attention of collectors is particularly called to the amendment 
prescribed in the certificate, requiring the revenue officer at the foreign 
port to state the value of the goods landed. In all future exportations 
under internal-revenue laws, whether in bond, or with benefit of draw- 
back, requiring the production of a landing certificate, this clause will 
be required in the certificate of the foreign revenue officer. 

The adoption of this measure was found necessary for the reason 
that the fees for landing certificates which consular officers are .allowed 
to charge have been graded, making such fee, including the oaths of 
master and mate, when the value of the merchandise iuTcgard to which 
snch certificate is issued does not exceed five hundred dollars, $2; and 
for each additional five hundred dollars in value, or fraction thereof, 
50 cents; provided that in no case shall the fee for one debenture cer- 
' tificate, including the oaths of the master and mate, or other persons 
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who may be called apon to make the necessary affidavits, be more than 
$5; all of which will be seen by reference to the said Executive Order. 

In all other respects the proof required for the discharge of export 
bonds, to be acted upon by collectors of internal revenue, and hereto- 
fore prescribed by internal-revenue laws or regulations^ remains un- 
changed, as the proof prescribed in the said Executive Order refers 
only to that required for the discharge of export bonds to be acted 
upon by collectors of customs. 

It will, however, be seen that, in order to prevent frauds, consular 
officers are cautioned not to certify to landing certificates, without per- 
sonal inspection, or undoubted proof of their truth. Such proof may 
consist of the certificate of the collector of customs, or chief revenue 
officer of the port, that the merchandise has been landed. 

Therefore, in all cases, where there are such foreign officers, who are 
willing to thus certify, the mere corroborative testimony of the master 
or mate to the correctness of the statement of the consignee will not 
be sufficient authority for the consular officer to give his certificate. 

Collectors of internal revenue will promptly advise the exporters of 
their respective districts of the provisions of this circular. 

GREEN B. RAUM, 

Commisaioner. 

GOLLBOTOBS OF INTBBNAL ReVBNUB AND OTHBBS. 



CmCULAR No. 6. 
' Depabtment of State, Washington^ August 32, 1876. 

To the OoNSULAB Offioebs of the United States: 

Gentlemen : Your attention is invited to the subjoined Executive 
Order, dated the 8th instant, modifying paragraphs 495 and 496 of the 
Regulations prescribed for the government of consular officers on the 
1st of September, 1874, and Form No. 165 and Fee No. 30, all of which 
relate to debenture or landing certificates. Yon are instructed to note 
these modifications in the copy of the consular regulations at your 
office, and to cause them to be observed in all cases where the granting 
of these certificates is required. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN L. OADWALADBR, 

Acting Secretary. 



ExEOUTrvB Mansion, August 8, 1876. 

In accordance with the provisions of law, the following modifications 
and ohanges are hereby made in the Revised Regulations and instruc- 
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tioiis prescribed for the information and government of consular officers 
of the United States on the 1st of September, 1874, viz : 

1st. Paragraph 495 is modified so as tx) read as follows : <^ 495. An 
important dutj' of consular officers is the giving debenture or landing 
certificates for goods brought to their ports from this country, und6r 
export bonds, without payment of customs duties or internal taxes, or 
with benefit of drawback after payment of duties or taxes. To prevent 
frauds they are cautioned not to certify without personal inspection, or 
undoubted proof of their truth. Such proof may consist of the pro- 
duction, when practicable, of the certificate of the collector of customs 
or chief revenue officer of the port that the merchandise has been 
landed." 

2d. Paragraph 496 is modified so as to read as follows, viz : '^ 496. 
For the discharge of the export bond covering imported merchandise, 
the exporter must produce a certificate from the consignees (Form No. 
152) and joint affidavit of the master and mate of the exporting vessel, 
(Form J^o. 153,) and the certificate (Form No. 150) of the consul of the 
United States at the port to which the goods were exported, verifying 
the consignee's certificate ; or in case the latter certificate cannot be 
produced, a certificate from two merchants residing at the place to 
which the goods were exported, (Form No. 151.) He must also pro- 
duce, whenever practicable, the certificate of the chief revenue officer 
or collector of the foreign port, (appended to the foregoing,) under the 
hand and seal of that officer, certifying that the merchandise described 
has been landed, and duly entered at the custom-house at said port, 
and that the duties imposed thereon by the laws of the country in which 
the port is situated, have been fully paid or secured to be paid. (Form 
No. 155. Weight may be omitted.) 

^^ The fact that the oaths of the master and mate (Form No. 152) are 
wanting in a landing certificate, does not debar the consul from au- 
thenticating such certificate, he being satisfied that the same is 
correct." 

3d. Form No. 155 is changed so as to read as follows, viz : 

'^FobmNo. 155. 

"I, , do hereby certify that the goods or merchandise 

described in the foregoing declaration, and below, imported into this 
(country or province) from , were landed at this port, duly en- 
tered at the custom-house at this port on day of , 18—, and 

that the duties imposed bj^ the laws in force in this (country or prov- 
ince) upon said goods, have been paid, or secured to be paid, viz : 



Marks. 


Numbei-s. 


Description of goods. 


Date when entered. 











'' In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of office 
this day of , 18—." 

Collector or Chief Revenue Officer. 
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. 4th. Fee No. 30, in paragraph 333, is changed so as to read as fol- 
lows, viz : ^< 30. Debentai^e certificate, indading oaths of master and 
mate, when the value of the merchandise in regard to which such cer- 
tificate is issued does not exceed five hundred dollars, $2 ; and for each 
additional five hundred dollars in value, or fraction thereof, 50 cents ; 
provided that In no case shall the fee for one debenture certificate, in- 
cluding the oaths of the master and mate, or other persons who may be 
called upon to make the necessary affidavits, be more than $5." 

U. 8. GRANT. 



CIRCULAE No. 6, AMENDED. 
^PABTMENT OF STATfi, Washington^ November 4, 1876. 

To the Consular Ofpiobrs of the United States. 

Gentlemen : At the request of the Secretary of the Treasury, I have 
to inform you that Form 155 of the Consular Eegulations of 1874, 
as amended by Circular No. 6 of this Department, dated August 22, 
1876, has been amended^, by the insertion in the eighth line of the 
words, ^^ and their value ascertained to be," so that the form will read 

as follows : 

" Port of , , 187 — 

c( i^ ^ iflo hereby certify that the goods or merchandise 

described in the foregoing declaration, and below, imported into this 
(country or province) from , were landed at this port, duly en- 
tered at the custom-house at this port on the — — day of , 18—, 

and their value ascertained to be , and that the duties imposed 

by the laws in force in this (country or province) upon said goods have 
been paid or secured to be paid." 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

JOHN L. CADWALADER, 
N. Assistant Secretary. 



(3070.) 
Pickled Sheepskins — Free, 

Treasury Department, January 13, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (2891 e) of C. W. Tuck, from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem on certain pickled 
sheepskins without the wool, imported into your port from Canada, 
.which he claims to be exempt from duty. 

Upon due consideration of the matter the Department decides that 
the appeal is well taken, the merchandise being exempt from duty 
under the provisfon in the "free list" for "hides, raw or uncured, 
whether dry, salted, or pickled, and skins • • • unmanufactured.'' 
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The farther provision in the ^<free list" for ^< skins, dry, salted or pic- 
kled, 10 per centam ad valorem," ander which yon assessed the daty 
in question is, so far as the words '^10 per centum ad valorem" are 
concerned, an error, such words being inadvertently inserted in the 
revision of the Statutes, as is evident from the fact of their being con- 
tained in the " free list." 

Yon are therefore authorized to adjust the entry accordingly, and to 
forward a certified statement for a refund of the duties exacted. 

Eespectfully, 

By order : H. P. FRENCH, 

As9ist(MU Secretary. 
GOLLBOTOR OF CUSTOMS, Ogdenshurghj K Y, 



(3071.) 

Lumber heivn in Maine and manufactured in New Brunstoick — Free 

Entry of. 

Tbeasubt Department, January 13, 1877. 

Gentlemen: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 8th 
instant, in which you ask whether certain boards and laths, manufac- 
tured at St. John, New Brunswick, from the outsides or slabs of logs 
(brought from the forests of Maine into St. John, and there sawed into 
deals for export to Europe) would be entitled to free entry upon impor- 
tation into the United States. It is understood that the logs when 
taken from Maine, and when manufactured at St. John into deals, are 
owned by foreigners, although you propose to secure a resulting inter- 
est therein to the extent of the slabs, provided the Department should 
hold that the boards and laths are exempt from duty. 

In reply, you are informed that under the law governing the free 

entry of logs cut in the forests of Maine, and the manufactures thereof 

when transported through, or sawed or hewn in, Kew Brunswick, and 

the regulations of the Department made in pursuance thereof, a copy 

of which is herewith enclosed, the said boards and laths would not be 

entitled to free entry, because the logs from which such artickis are 

manufactured were not either at the time of export from Maine, or at 

the time of their manufacture at St. John into deals, owned by a citizen 

or citizens of the United States, which are conditions precedent to the 

right to firee entry of their products. 

Eespectfulh , 

H. F. FRENCH, 
Assistant Secretaf^, 



Messrs. George H. Peters & Co., BostcHy Mass. 
2 
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(3072.) 

Hreafy with Hawaiian Islands— Trade UTUter. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, Ja/nuary 13, 1877. - 

Sib : Beferring to tlie letter of this Department, dated the 14th alt, 
transmittiDg a copy of a dispatch from the consul of the United States at 
&onolala, relating to an alleged conflict between the recent treaty made 
with the Hawaiian Government and of a tariff act subsequently passed 
by that Government, I have to state that information has now been 
received from the consul, showing that such conflict no longer exists as 
regards most of the articles mentioned in said dispatch. 

It appears that the Hawaiian Minister of Foreign Affairs has ex- 
pressly stated that the Hawaiian tariff act referred to, of the 27th of 
September last, will not be construed as applying to articles which, 
under the Convention i^entioued above, may be imported into the 
Hawaiian Islands free of duty. 

The Minister refers specifically to the following articles as free, viz : 

' ^^ Silks, satins, and silk velvets and linens, if made of a combination 
of wool, cotton, silk, or linen, or of any two or more of them, other 
than ready-made clothing." 

He remarks that while the pure article of silks or linen piece-goods 
pay duty, the mixed goods pay none, if of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the United States, and that — 

"Wooden clocks, toys made of wood, and firearms, if made of wood, 
or of wood and metal, and nothing else, are free, and also playing-cards, 
(as a manufacture of paper,) and cigars, cheroots, and cigarettes." 



Respectfully, 
COLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 



(3073.) 
Fancy Clay Pipes — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, January 16, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 7th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (2561 e) of Hermann Isaac fh>m your decision 
assessing duty at the rates of $1 50 per gross, and 75 per cent, ad 
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valorem, on certain fiftncy and colored clay pipes, imported into year 
port, per " Frankfart,'^ October 23 last, which the importer claims to 
be dntiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision 
for " pipes, clay, common, or white.'' 

It appears, upon an inspection of the samples, that the pipes in 
question are in part,. at least, made of a superior quality of clay, are 
glazed and colored, the bowls repreisenting grotesque and fancy 
figures, and are entirely different articles from the common or white 
clay pipes of commerce. 

It also appears that, with the exception that they are not tipped 
with rubber bands, these pipes are of the same character and descrip- 
tion as those specified in Department's decisions of March 4, 1867, and 
January 6, 1875, (Synopsis 2070,) which were held to be dutiable at 
the rates of $1 50 per gross, and 75 i)er cent, ad valorem, under the 
provision in Schedule M for "all other tobacco-smoking pipes * • • 
not otherwise provided for." 

Your decision is therefore afiirmed. 

The invoice is herewith returned. 
BespectfuUy, 

By order: . H. P. FRENCH, 

Assktant Secretary. 

GoLLBOXOB OF CUSTOMS, New OrUcmSy La. 



(3074.) 
Lithographic Show-Oar ds — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Department, January 16, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, 
reporting on the appeal (2493 «) of Benziger Bros, from your decision 
assessing doty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain chromes 
and prints imported per '^Amerique," October 13, 1876, which the 
importers claim to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, as 
printed matter or engravings. 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser and an inspection 
of samples, that the goods consist, in part, of engravings with blank 
spaces to be filled with writing, to make them complete for the uses 
intended, and in part of small engraved cards or pictures, composed 
of two separate pieces of paper, some of them also being cut and 
embossed, and that neither portion is entitled to entry at the rate of 25 
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per cent, ad valorem duty as claimed, but all are dutiable 'at 35 per 
cent, ad valorem, as manufacturers of paper, under Department's 
decision of August 29, 1876, (Synopsis 2950.) 
Your decision is affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



CoLLBOTOB OP CiTSTOMS, New York. 



Ajuistant Secreia/rff. 



(3075.) 
Impartatioiu by Mail. 

Tbbasuby Depabtment, January 16, 1877. 

Sm: Your letters of the 26thi 27th, and 29th ultimo have been 
received, reporting the arrival and detention of several packages con- 
taining dutiable goods imported through the mail at your port, and 
asking instructions. ^ 

You are informed that such goods are liable to forfeiture, under sec- 
tion 3082, Eevised Statutes, for being imported in violation of the 
postal treaty concluded at Berne, October 9, 1874, and of section 2809, 
Bevised Statutes, and you will therefore seize them, directing the 
applicants to apply to the Department for relief under Title LXVIII, 
Bevised Statutes. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. FBBNOH, 



SuBVBYOB OF CUSTOMS, Omahaj Neb. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3076.) 
Pilot-Boats — Documenting of. 

Tebastjby Depabtmbnt, January 17, 1877. 

SiB: Your letter of the 24th of November last is received, transmit- 
ting a communication from John A. G. McField and others^ pilots of 
Boston, in which they protest against being obliged to take out marine 
papers for their pilot-boats. 

These parties are regularly Ifcensed under the laws of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, and hold commissions as pilots from commis- 
sioners duly appointed by the Governor. You state that you da not 
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see the necessity for pilots to take oat papers for their vessels which 
are not employed in trade or commerce, and derive no advantage from 
the provisions of section 4311 of the Revised Statutes, viz: that their^ 
vessels shall be deemed vessels of the United States, entitled to the 
privileges of ships or vessels employed in the coasting trade or fish- 
eries. Pilots regard their vessels as merely floating domiciles, of no 
other use than to enable them to keep them in the track of vessels 
needing their services, and to which they transfer themselves by boat, 
leaving their vessels entirely disconnected with the ship they board. 
It appears, farther, that some of the pilots object to the oath under 
the law which requires them to take out marine papers on the ground 
that they are not engaged in trade. And in view of the facts sub- 
mitted, you consider that pilot-vessels might be exempted from the 
renewal of their documents, but should be held subject to every penalty 
incurred if found trading without papers. I reply, that the subject 
has already been before the Department, and received its mature con- 
sideration in the case of pilot-vessels plying in other localities, and 
the ruling made, with the grounds on which it rested, is as follows, viz: 
all vessels used in the business of pilotage are regarded as engaged in 
"trading,^ and should be required to be licensed under the coasting 
laws. A failure to comply would subject them to the burdens and 
penalties prescribed in section 4371 of the Revised Statutes. The 
safety of the revenue demands that vessels whose occupation causes 
them to have intercourse with others entering ports of the United 
States should be under the regulations of the revenue laws, and should 
give the usual bonds in taking out licenses. 

You will, therefore, require the vessels of the Boston pilots used by 
them in their business as pilots to be documented in accordance with 
law and the ruling of the Department. 
Very respectfully. 

By order: H. P. PRBNOH, 



OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Bo9ton, MoSS. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3077.) 

Dried Flowers far Manufacture of Inseci-Pawder. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, January 17, 1877. 
Sib : This Department is in receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (2756 e) of Henderson Bros, from your decisioa 
assessing duty at the rate of 10 per cent ad valorem on certain dried 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 

flowers, imported per- << Caledonia^ in Jaly last, which the importers 
claim to be exempt from duty under the provision in the <^ free list " 
for ^^ flowers, leaves, &c., for medicinal purposes, in a crude state, not 
otherwise provided for.'' 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser, that the mer- 
chandise in question consists of the flowers of the '^ pyrethrum roseum," 
in a crude state, which are not used for medicinal purposes, but are 
intended to be used in the manufacture of an article commercially 
known as " Persian insect-powder." 

The merchandise not being flowers for ^^ medicinal purposes," the 
Department decides that the claim of the importers must be rejected, 
and that the merchandise, not being enumerated in the tariff, duty at 
the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem was properly assessed under section 
2516 of the Eevised Statutes, and Department's ruling on a similar 
case, (not published,) dated October 28, 1876. 

Your decision is affirmed. 

Respectfully, . 

By order: H. F. FEBNCH, 

As9i$tant Secretary. 
GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3078.) 
Exports to Hawaiian Islands. 

Treasury Department, January 17, 1877. 

This Department has been officially advised that regulations lately 
issued by the Hawaiian Government require an oath in the following 
form, to be produced on the entry of all goods of the growth, produce, 
or manufaeture of the United States, which are shipped from ports in 
the United States for free entry into the Hawaiian Islands, under the 
convention for commercial reciprocity between the United States and 
the King of said islands, proclaimed June 3, 1875, viz: 

" Certificate to Invoice. 

'*!, , of , do solemnly and truly swear that the 

invoice now produced, and hereunto annexed, contains a true and 
faithful account of the goods, wares, and merchandise therein described, 

at their market value at , at the time the same were procured, 

and of all charges thereon; and the said goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise are the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States of 
America, and are entitled to be eotered free of duty under the conven- 
tion of reciprocity with the United States.'' 
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This oath is to be taken before a Hawaiian consul in the United 
States, who is required to certify that the shipper is the person that he 
represents himself to be; that he is a credible x>6rson; and that the 
statements made by him under said oath are true. 

The goods, when lauded, are examined by the Hawaiian customs 
authorities, so that the invoice relating to them may be properly verified. 

These regulatious, comprising all governing the importation of such 
goods into those islands, which had been promulgated by the Hawaiian 
Government under the convention above referred to, prior to the 24th 
of November, 1876, the date of the last advices upon the subject 
received by this Department, should be brought to the attention of 
exporters to Hawaii. 

The act of the Hawaiian Legislative Assemby, as well as the treaty, 
act of Congress, proclamation of the President, and regulations of 
this Department, relating to commercial reciprocity between the United 
States and the islands referred to, are embodied in a circular addressed 
to collectors of customs and others on the 13th of December, 1876. 

LOT M. MORRILL, 

Secretary. 

COLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(3079.) 
ExtroLct (/ Persian Berries — Duty (m. 

Tbeasuby Department, Ja/nuary 18, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (2674 e) of J. C. Bloomfleld & Co. from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on cer- 
tain extract of Persian berries, imported per " St. Laurent,'' October 
23, 1876. 

The claim is made by the importers that the merchandise in question 
assimilates to the extract of indigo, logwood, and other dye-woods, 
and should only pay 10 per cent, ad valorem duty. With regard to 
such claim, it is only necessary to say that the merchandise, being an 
extract obtained from berries, cannot be considered as coming within 
the provisions above referred to, which relate solely to extracts fix)m 
plants and woods. 

The question involved is similar to that which was passed upon by 
the Department in its ruling of February 4, 1876, (Synopsis 2096,) 
wherein it was held that certain extract of sumac was dutiable at the 
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rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, under section 2516 of the Bevised 
Statates, and therefore it is decided that the extract of Persian ber- 
ries, not being ennnierated, is dutiable at that rate, under that provis- 
ion of law. 
Your decision is affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 



GoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3080.) 
Medicinal Oiga/retles — Duty en, 

Tbeasubt Department, Jam,uary 18, 1877. 

SiK : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (2762 e) of Baldwin Bros. & Co. from your de- 
cision assessing duty at the rate of SO per cent, ad valorem on certain 
medicinal cigarettes, imported per "Amerique,'' on the 6th ultimo. 

It appears from your report that the cigarettes in question are "pro- 
prietary medicines • • • prepared according to some private for- 
mula, or secret art." 

Such being the case, duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem was 
properly exacted under the provision for "proprietary medicines,'^ 
contained in Schedule M. 

Your decision ils affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRBl^CH, 



Assistant Secretary. 



CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3081.) 

Ungilt Frames — Duty on. 

l^EASUBT DfiPABTMBNT, January 19, 1877. 
Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, 
in regard to the classification of certain looking-glass frames, imported 
at your port by Mr. Charles P. Coggeshall, October 16 last, and claimed 
to be entitled to entry at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 
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It appears that the frames in question were manufactared of wood, 
and covered with a light coating of whiting and glue preparatory to 
being gilded, and that the appraiser classified them as a manufacture 
of wood and earthy substances not otherwise provided for, subject to 
duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valprem. 

As Mr. Coggeshall has failed to comply with the requirements of law 
as to protest and appeal, the Department can afford him no relief in 
this case. I would state, however, for your information and guidance 
in future cases, that where the value of the whiting and glue is less 
than 50 per cent, of the value of the frames, as claimed by the im- 
porter, the articles should be classified for duty as <' manufactures of 
wood, or of which wood is the chief component part,'' subject to duty 
at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, but where the earthy substance 
is the material of chief value they should be classified for duty at the 
rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem. 

Respectfully, 

H. F. FEBNOH, 



GOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Ohicogo, lU. 



AssistoMt Secretary, 



(3082.) 
Slatee for Deaf and Dumb InstituU^Dutiahle. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmsnt, January 19, 1877. 

Sib: This Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 11th 
instant, stating that the slate slabs for which free entry was requested 
in your communication of the 1st instant, are to be used at the West 
Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, in the class-rooms 
for blackboards, and that they are therefore included in the provision 
in the flree list of the Bevised Statutes for << Philosophical and Scientific 
Apparatus.^ 

You are informed, in reply, that the Department does not construe 
the provision of law referred to as embracing articles like blackboards, 
writing paper, &c., though imported for the use of an institution estab- 
lished for educational purposes, and that your appUcation for the free 
entry of the slates must therefore be denied. 

Bespectfhlly, 

H. F. FEBNCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Jambs H. Lqoan, Esq., Acting Prindpalj 

West Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, Turtle OreeJcj Pa. 
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(3083.) 
Goods froni Canada to he Shipped in Bond to Ungla/nd. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, January 19, 1877. 

Sib : The Department lias received yoar letter, dated the 8th instanty 
inquiring whether a United States consul's certificate is required for 
'< merchandise intended for shipment in bond to England, or other 
foreign country," from Canada, via the United States, and, if so, 
whether such certificate should be sent to the broker in the United 
States making the entries. 

In reply, you are informed that article 710 of the Kegulations of 
this Department provides that when it appears by the invoice, bill of 
lading, and manifest, or other satisfactory evidence^ that merchandise 
forwarded, as alluded to by you, is destined for exportation from the 
United States, when shipped from the foreign country, it is not neces- 
sary that the invoice be accompanied by the consular certificate required 

in other cases. 

Eespectfully, 

H. F. FEBNOH,' 

Assistant Secretary. 

Messrs. William Dayies & Co., Toronto, Canada. 



(3084.) 
Button Stock — Duly on. 

Tbeasubt Depabtment, January 20, 1877. 

Sib: Your letter of the 22d ultimo was duly received, submitting the 
appeal (27250) of Messrs. Dieckerhoff, Baffloer & Co. from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem on certain " but- 
ton stock," so called, imported by them, per the steamer "City of 
Berlin," November 13, 1876. 

The report of the appraiser, transmitted by you, contains the fol- 
lowing : *^ The article is for top or face of buttons, and is composed of 
a silken thread, knit with a crochet-needle, upon a wire or metal frame, 
to give shape, form, and consistency to the button, already more than 
half completed, and is something more than a manufacture of cloth 
woven or made in patterns of such size, shape, or form, or cut in such 
manner as to be fit ^for buttons exclusively,' and is therefore assessable 
for duty as a manufacture of silk and metal, 60 per cent, not other- 
wise provided for, under the act of February 8, 1875." 
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This referenoB to the act in question does not qaote its provisions in 
fall. That act imposes a duty of 10 per cent- "on lastings, mohair 
cloth, silk tioist^ or other manufactures of cloth, woven or made in pat- 
terns of such size, shape, or form, or cut in such manner as to be flit 
for buttons exclusively." 

An examination of the samples accompanying the appraiser's report 
shows that the article in question is simply a cover for a button, the 
open work in the centre being worked on a small iron frame, and is 
evidently intended for, and adapted exclusively to, the manufacture of 
buttons. 

The samples, with the papers in the case, have been submitted to 
the collectors and appraisers at Boston and Philadelphia, who each 
express the opinion that the article in question is subject only to a duty 
of 10 per cent, ad valorem under the act referred to. 

The Department concurs in this opinion, and you are directed to Re- 
adjust the entry at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem. 

The invoice submitted is herewith returned. 
Eespectfully, 

LOT M. MOEEILL, 
, Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOR OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3085.) 
Maehinery Imported by Separate Vessels. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, Jcmtuiry 30, 1877. 

Sie: The Department is in receipt of your letter of September 22 
last, a[ubmitting the appeal {1701c) of Messrs. K. Irwin & Co. from your 
assessment of duty at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
machinery imported by them per '* Algeria," July 21, 1876, the appel- 
lants claiming that the importation contained iio portion of steel, and 
was only liable to duty at the rate of 36 per cent, ad valorem. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser, submitted by 
you, that the machine in question was imported in an incomplete state; 
that certain component and necessary parts composed of steel were 
imported by another vessel, and entered about the same time as a dis- 
tinct importation, and that the importations were practically simul- 
taneous and intended for each other, the parts being separated for the 
purpose of importation only. 

Beferring to Department's decision of December 16, 1874, (Synopsis 
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2048,) on the analogous case of watch-cases and movements, packed 

and imported separately, and to the decision of July 22, 1875, (Synopsis 

2361,) as to the classification of machinery, composed in part of steel, 

your assessment of duty at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem on the 

machinery in question is hereby affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

LOT M. MORRILL, 

Secretary. 
GoLLBOTOB.OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3086.) 
Jute Padding— ^Duty an. 

Treasury Department, January 20, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 26th of April 
last, transmitting the appeal (18 e) of E. Packard & Go. from your de- 
cision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
jute paddings, imported per "Elysia" March 13, 1876, which the im- 
porters claim to be dutiable at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem, as 
"burlaps." 

It appears upon investigation that the merchandise in question is a 
fabric of jute manufeu^tured of fine and closely -twisted yarn, with sel- 
vages, and differing in many respects from burlaps, it being in fact 
"padding," which is used for the stiffening of coats and other garments, 
and which is specially enumerated in Schedule 0. 

As the goods cost less than 30 cents per square yard, your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, being in accord- 
ance with such provision of law, is hereby affirmed. 
• •••••• 

Respectftilly, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



OoLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, New' TorTe. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3087.) 
American Fish Frozen in Canada by Patent Process — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, January 22, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
inquiring whether fish caught in the waters of Lake Superior, within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, and consequently of domestic 
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prodaction, can be carried to Canada and be there subjected to a 
patent jprocess of freezing for the purpose of preservation, with the 
privilege of free entry on being returned to the United States^ 

The process referred to, you state, is similar to that mentioned in 
Department's letter to the collector of customs at Detroit, dated the 
3d instant. In that case the Department held that the fishj being the 
product of the Canadian fisheries, were not entitled to free entry, 
either under the Treaty of Washington, or the provision of the free 
list for '<fish, fresh, for immediate consumption," which, under the 
rulings of the Department, applies only to fislMn the condition when 
caught, and intended for use at or about the time of importation. 

This process being tiius recognized as a£fecting a change in the con- 
dition of the fish, they cannot, on being retu^ed to the United States^ 
under the circumstances detailed by you, be admitted to free entry as 
American productions returned to this country ^4n the same condition 

as exported." 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Aniatant Secretary, 
CoLLEOTOE OP CUSTOMS, BuffalOj JT. r. 



(3088.) 
Drawback Allowance on BuUeU. 

Tbbasuby DEPABTMEl<rr, January 24, 1877. 

SiB: The question submitted in your letter of November 20 last, 
as to whether bullets manufactured in the United States from imported 
lead are entitled to drawback under section 10 of the act of Feb- 
ruary 8, 1875, (18 Stat., p. 309,) when such bullets are exported in 
cartridges containing gunpowder of domestic materials and manufac- 
ture, has been received. 

Although in the first line of the section referred to, the corpulative 

conjunction <'and" is used, the effect of the disjunctive conjunction 

''or" in the fourth line is to render the provisions of that section 
equally applicable to the contents of the cartridges, whether both the 
bullets and gunpowder, or either, are made of materials on which 
duties have been paid. 

You are therefore authorized to allow drawback in cases of the 
above description, at the rates fixed by Department instructions of 
April 3, 1875. 

Very respectfully, 

L. M. MORRILL, 

Secretary, 

COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston^ MoSi. 
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(3089.) 

Beer-Bottles Beimparted Bmpty. 

Trbasuby Department, January 26, 1877. 

Sib : The Department bas received your letter, dated the 4th of 
November last, transmittlDg the appeal (2192 e) of Jacob. Wirth from 
your assessment of daty'on certain beer-bottles of American manufac- 
ture, which were exported filled with beer of American manufacture, 
and returned empty. 

If the instructions contained in articles 380 and 381 of the Begu- 
lations of 1874 have been ftilly complied with, including the require- 
ment based on the act of June 6, 1872, reproduced in section 2505, Ee- 
vised Statutes, to the effect that at the time and place of exportation 
" a declaration must be made of the intent to return the bottles empty,'' 
the Department perceives no reason why free entry should not be 
allowed. 

It is found, upon examination, that Department's decision, printed in 
the current series as Number 2953, related to bottles concerning which 
the regulations cited had not been observed. 

As it appears from your letter that protest and appeal have been 
duly taken in the premises, you are instructed (provided the regu- 
lations alluded to have been complied with) to reliquidate the entry of 
the bottles referred to by Mr. Wirth, and, if necessary, to forward a 
certified statement for refund of the duties erroneously assessed. 

Respectfully, 



COLLEOTOR OF Gl/STOMS, BosUmy MoSS, 



H. F. FEBNOH, 

Assistant Secretary. 



(3090.) 
Manifests of Coastwise Vessels — Penalty for not having. 

Tbeasubt Department, January 26, 1877. 

Sir: Your letter of the 20th instant is received, submitting the ap- 
plication of J. 0. Hopkins, master of the schooner " Yosemite," for re- 
mission of a fine of $20, alleged to have been incurred, under section 
4360 of the Eevised Statutes, by not having a manifest when his 
vessel was boarded by an officer from the revenue-steamer " Deleter,'' 
at Vineyard Haven, Mass. 
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It appears that this vessel was bound for your port and put into 
Vineyard Haven, for a harbor during storm^ weather. Such being the 
case, as the law does not provide a penalty for the absence of a mani- 
fest, under the section named, until the vessel arrives in the district 
for which she is destined, the Department decides that the fine was 
not incurred, and you will therefore refund the amount collected. 

Very respectfully, 

L. M. MORRILL. 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Wiscasset, Maine. 



(3091.) 
Lamps — Duty on. 

Tbeasubt Department, January 27, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, 
submitting the appeal (29956) of Mr. F. H. Simpson from your assess- 
ment of duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem on certain lamps 
imported by him per " City of Berlin,'' October 16, 1876, and claimed 
to be entitled to entry at the rate of 36 per cent, ad valorem, under the 
provision in Schedule E, section 2604, Revised Statutes, for << manu- 
factures • • • not otherwise provided for, of brass, iron, lead, 
pewter, tin, or other metal, • • • or of which either of these 
metals shall be the component material of chief value." 

It appears from your report that the appraiser returned the lamps in 
question as << manufactures in brass and glass," and the Department is 
of opinion that as they are not otherwise provided for, and as glass is 
a component material, they are subject to duty at the rate of 40 per cent, 
ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule B, section 2504, Revised 
Statutes, for '<all manufactures of glass, or of which glass shall be a 
component material, not otherwise provided for." 

Your assessment of duty is therefore affirmed. 
Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



Collector of Customs, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3092.) 
Cording and Sealing of Appraised Merchandise Transported in Bond, 

Tebasuey Department, January 30, 1877. 

Article 640 of the Begolations of 1874 requires that boxes and cases 
containing imported jewelry, laces, silks, and manufactures of silk, 
linen, wool, and cotton, opium, cigars, drugs, cutlery, trimmings, toys, 
and such other ornamental, fancy, and valuable goods as collectors of 
customs may deem necessary, when not transported in sealed cars by 
a continuous route, shall be corded and sealed with lead seals in 
proper manner at the expense of the owner. 

The circular of this Department (So. 118) of September 15, 1876, 
construed this article of the regulations as requiring aU appraised 
merchandise transported in bond to be corded and sealed or trans- 
ported in sealed cars, with the exception of bulky and unwieldy articles 
which can only be transported on platform cars or the decks of vessels. 

The requirements of this circular have been found to entail needless 
labor and expense in the cording and sealing of various classes of goods, 
without increasing the security to the Government. 

Collectors of customs are therefore instructed that article 640 of the 
Regulations is revived, and the circular of September 16 (No. 118) is 
hereby revoked. 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 

OoLLBOTOBS OF Customs ANi) OTHERS. 



(3093.) 
Cording and Sealing — JSxpense of. 

Treasury DEPARTMENT,.Janttary 30, 1877. 

Sir: In reply to your request, dated the 12th instant, for instructions 
as to whether the collector of customs at New York snould charge the 
fee of eight cents each for all seals used in cording and sealing pack- 
ages, or only when the seals are used on merchandise tor transportation 
in bond, 1 have to say that the fee of eight cents authorized by Depart- 
ment's Circular No. 95, dated July 22, 1875, has reference only to pack- 
ages corded and sealed for transportation. 

The Department's letter of August 25, 1875, to the collector of customs 
at New York, directed the use of seals on p^rckages in the appraiser's 
stores, but it was not intended that the fee of eight cents should be 
exacted therefor. 

Bespectfiilly, 

H. F. FfiBNCH, 
j^ssistant Secretary. 

Commissioner of Customs, Treasury Department. 
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TO OOLLEOTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



Tbeasuby Department, 

Washington, D. C, March ly 1877. 

The following Decisions of the Department for the month of Feb- 

mary, 1877, upon the constrnctlon to be given to Acts of Congress, 

relating to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published 

herewith for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

OHAS. F. gONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 



(3094.) 
Fee for Debenture Certificate. 

Tbbasuby Department, February 1, 1877. 

Gentlemen: This Department has received your letter, dated the 
29th ultimo, complaining that you have been required to pay about 
one pound sterling as a fee for each landing certificate of merchandise 
exi>orted by you to Liverpool, Glasgow, and Hull, instead of one dollar 
and a quarter, alleged by you to be the legal fee, under section 3046 of 
the Bevised Statutes. 

In reply, you are informed that the fbe for such certificate is pre- 
scribed by the President, under authority conferred upon him by law. 

The regulation upon the subject, as established by Executive Order, 

<]ated the 8th of August last, is as follows : 

^< Debenture certificate, including oaths of master and mate, when 
the value of the merchandise in regard to which such certificate is 
issued does not exceed five hundred dollars, $2; and for each addi- 
tional five hundred dollars in value, or fraction thereof, 50 cents: Pro- 
videdj That in no case shall the fee for one debenture certificate, 
including the oaths of master and mate, or other persons who may be 
called upon to make the necessary affidavit, be more than $5." 

Bespectfully, 

H. F. FEENOH, 

Amstant Secretary. 
Messrs. Mayeb Bbothebs (i Co., 

77 WaU Streety New York. 
3 
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(3095.) 
JDocumentiny of Barges on the Ohio River. 

Tbeasubt Depabthent, February 1, 1877. 

Sib : In your communication to the Department of the 10th ultimo, 
you based your application for additional assistance upon decision No. 
Ii960, Synopsis for 1876, in which the Department had particularized 
the classes of barges which in its opinion would be required to take 
out marine documents. That decision had reference to a state of facts 
existing at St. Louis, Mo., and the peculiar character and employment 
of the barges engaged in the coal and oil trade at Pittsburg was not 
brought to the notice of the Department. A statement of the descrip- 
tion and employment of barges owned and used in your district has 
been made to the Department by citizens of Pittsburg, from which it 
appears that large numbers were built for service, either on the canals 
of Pennsylvania or on her rivers, whether rendered navigable by locks 
and dams or otherwise. Others are built for temporary service in 
taking coal or other commodities down the Ohio river, and are destined 
to be sold with their cargoes, or to be broken up and sold at the end 
of their trips. 

These boats may be more particularly described as follows : 

1. Such as are denominated ^< square barges," employed in carrying 
coal to market, and which generally return without lading. A small 
number of this class, it is alleged, return with light cargoes, in which 
case they have been hitherto enrolled and licensed. 

2. Such as are exclusively employed in carrying coal to market and 
are intended not to be returned, and known in your locality as << broad- 
horns." 

3. Flats and other similar crafb, used exclusively in local shipments 

for the city of Pittsburg and vicinity. 

The decision of September 9, 1876, (No. 2960,) does not apply to the 
second and third of the above classes ; and applies only to so many of 
the first class as make return trips with cargo. In genial, boats em- 
ployed on the internal waters of your State, which navigate the' Ohio, 
and boats which in your opinion are destined to descend the Ohio, and 
at the conclusion of their trips to be broken up or sold, will be treated 
by you as not liable to enrolment, or to admeasurement, if not pro- 
pelled by steam or by machinery operated from within the vessel. 
Yon will, therefore, take no steps for the admeasurement or enrolment 
of the classes of vessels herein described. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 

SuBVBYOB OF CUSTOMS, Pittsburg, Pa. 
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(3096.) 
Qouniahle Cottons-^Buokram. 

Treasuby Department, February 2, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 17th altimo, 
submitting the appeal (2996 e) of Mr. Leon Bheims from yonr assess- 
ment of duty at the rates of 5J cents per square yard, and 6 J cents per 
square yard and 20 per cent, ad valorem, respectively, on certain so- 
called buckram imported by him, per ** Rhein,'' November 6, 1876, and 
claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, 
as " manufactures of cotton not otherwise provided for.'' The importer 
also claims that the measurement of the goods was incorrect. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the goods 
in question consist of manufactures of cotton, bleadhed and colored, 
of two different qualities, woven separately, and joined together by a 
starching process, and intended for use for ladies' bonnet-frames ; that 
the number of threads in each quality, when counted. separa.tely, does 
not exceed one hundred threads to the square inch, but when counted 
together exceeds that number, and that the goods do not exceed five 
ounces to the square yard in weight. 

From an examination of the samples submitted, and in view of the 
report of the appraiser that the number of threads in the com^ponent 
parts of the goods does not exceed one; hundred threads to the square 
inch, and that they weigh less than ^ve ounces to the square yard, 
the Department is of opinion that they are not embraced in the first 
two clauses of Schedule A, Eevised Statutes, and that they should be 
classified for duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, und^r the 
provision in said schedule for << all other manufeictures of cotton not 
otherwise provided for.'' 

You will therefore adjust the entry accordingly, and forward a certi- 
fied statement for the refund of the excess of duties. 
• • ^ • •. • • ' - • 

Respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OOLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3097.) 
Alpacas — Refunds on. 

Treasury Department, February 3, 1877. 
Sir : In Department's letter of the 10th ultimo, you were authorized, 
to take the necessary steps to pay the judgment recovered by the plain-"' 
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tiff in the case of Herrmau vs. Arthar, involving the proper rate o 
duty on certain descriptions of goods claimed to be women^s and chil- 
dren's dress goods. 

I have now to state that from the report of the (Jnited States attor- 
ney for the southern district of New York, it appears that the goods 
involved in that case were black in color, and of the class known as 
figured and fancy alpacas and diagonals. They appear to be of the 
description of goods which, when not black, are accepted as liable to 
duty under the provision in Schedule L, for women and children's dress 
goods, when weighing under four ounces per square yard. 

En view of the fact that the Department has directed steps to be 
taken for payment of the judgment in the case mentioned, you are 
hereby instructed that goods identical in character with those em- 
braced in that case will hereafter be admitted to entry at the rate of 
duty decided by the court in that case to be correct. 

In cases where protest, appeal,, and suit have been duly instituted, 
(where such suit was necessary,) you will refer invoices of the class of 
goods named to the appraiser for an amended return of classification; 
and, upon receiving such return, you will readjust the entries embraced 
in such appeals and suits, and forward certified statements to the De- 
partment for refund of the duty exacted in excess. 
Very respectfully, 



OHAS. P. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 



GoLiiBOTOB OF GusTOMS, New Tark. 



(3098.) 

Trampartathn through Canada — Feesfifr Certifying Manifests of Sealed 
Cars arriving in United /States. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, F^ruary 3, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the I5th ultimo, 
relative to the collection of fee for certifying to the manifest exhibited 
at the first port of arrival in the United States by the owner or con- 
ductor of a car passing through such port under a consular ^eal firom 
Oanada. 

You istate that the practice obtaining at Island Pond, in your district, 
in regard to sealed cars passing through that port on their way from 
Goaticook, P. Q., to Portland, Maiae, is to collect a fee of twenty-five 
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cents for each certificate to manifest, and that snch practice is founded 
on paragraph 24 in section 4382 of the Bevised Statutes, which is as 
follows : 

^' For receiving manifest of each railroad car or other vehicle laden 
with goods, wares, or merchandise from a foreign contignoas territory, 
twen^-five cents.'' 

By reference to article 6 of the Begolations of March 30, 1875, as 
expounded in the circular of November 27, 1876, it appears that the 
manifest carried by the conductor of a sealed car is not required to be 
delivered or received at the first customs office in the United States, 
but only exhibited to the chief customs officer, '^ who shall cause the 
car to be examined, and, if the seals are intact, shall so certify upon 
the copy of the manifest." 

The place where the manifest is required to be delivered and received j 
and where the fee of twenty-five cents " for receiving manifest" accrues, 
is, by article 7 of said Kegulations, ''the port of destination.". 

A fee of ttoenty cents, however, is chargeable at the ^' port of first 
arrival in the United States," under paragraph 9 in section 2654 of the 
Bevised Statutes, imposing such fee '' for debenture or other official 
certificate not otherwise provided for." 

You will please instruct your deputy at Island Pond accordingly. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, Burlingtany Vt 



(3099.) 
Theatrical Mock Jewelry — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Department, FebrtMry 3,. 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (3071 €) of J. J. Eack from your assessment of 
duty at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem on certain so-called jewelry 
imported by him per " Labrador," December 28, 1876. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the articles 
in question consist of decorations, girdles, rosettes, diadems, and other 
ornaments used as parts of theatrical wardrobes, and composed of paste 
imitations of diamonds and other precious stones, and that they were 
classified for duty at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem, under the 
provision in Schedule M, section 2504, Bevised Statutes, for ^' compo- 
sitions of glass or paste when set." 
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The Department is of opinion that such classification is correct, and 

yonr decision is therefore affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 



Collector of Customs, New York. 



Acting Secretary. 



(3100.) 
Lithographic Fashion-Flates. 

Treasury Department, February 3, 1877. 

Sir: The Department has received your letter, dated the 18th ultimo^ 
submitting the appeal (3008 e) of Messrs. E. H. Van Ingen & Co. from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain "fashion-plates,'' imported per "Amerique,'' September 28, 
1875, which the appellants claim should be classified as engravings, 
subject to duty at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

It appears that the articles consist of lithographic fashion-plates, 
used as show-cards, to illustrate the prevailing fashion, and that the 
name of the firm above mentioned is printed in large letters under- 
neath the picture. 

The decisions of the Department that such lithographs should be 
classified as prints, embodied in Synopsis 1721, and Department's 
letter to you, dated April 22, 1873, were modified by the decision of 
August 29, 1876, printed as No. 2950, in which it was stated that only 
such articles should be deemed engravings as were both ordinarily and 
commercially recognized as such; that is to say, they should have such 
value, as works of art, as would ordinarily cause them to be preserved 
in the form of pictures, and that engraved pictures, or likenesses of 
professional musicians or other public performers, bearing the name of 
the person represented in prominent letters, and evidently intended 
for use as an advertisement, could not be classified as engravings. 

An application of these principles excludes the fashion-plates referred 
to from classification as engravings or prints, and they must be classi- 
fied as manufactures of paper not otherwise provided for, dutiable at 
35 per cent, ad valorem. 

Your decision is therefore af&rmed. 

Respectfully, 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 

Collector op (3ustoms, New York. 



Aisifitant Secretary. 
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(3101.) 

Transportation of Merchandise in Sealed Cars. 

Trbastjry Department, February 6, 1877. 

Sir: Referring to the circular of this Department No. 16, dated 
January 30, 1877, in regard to sealing of appraised merchandise trans- 
ported in bond, you are informed that the] circular in question will not 
be construed as allowing the transportation in unsealed cars, of grain 
and other similar merchandise in bulk, but the cars containing such 
merchandise wiU be sealed as required b> circular of September 15, 
1876. 

These instructions are intended as a general rule applicable at all 
ports of the United States. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H.F.FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Suspension Bridge, N. Y. 



(3102.) 
Books Imported by Mail from Canada in Unsealed Paclcages. 

Treasury Department, February 6, 1877. 

Sir : This Department has received a letter from Special- Agent O. 
L. Spaulding, stating that an unsealed package of bookc was imported 
at your port from Canada through the mail, and that they were at first 
detained by the postmaster, but afterwards forwarded, as addressed, 
to J. Baird, Ashland county, Wis., by order of the superintendent of 
the railway mail service at Chicago. 

The Postmaster General has stated, in reply to a communication 
upon the subject, that unsealed packages of dutiable books received 
through the mail from Canada may, under the provisions of amended 
regulations, No. 52, issued by the Post Office Department on the 9th 
of July, 1876, be detained by customs officers for the collection of the 
duties due thereon at the first " United States office of receipt." 

Such packages from Canada should, therefore, hereafter be delivered 

to you, the owner notified, and duties collected. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Fort Huron, Mich. 
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(3] 03.) 
Cotton Goods Umbroidered with Wool. 

TBBASimY Dbpabtmbkt, February 9, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, 
transmitting a report of the appriuser as to the practice prevailing at 
your port in classifying certain cotton goods embroidered with wool or 
worsted. 

These goods, it appears, are admitted to entry by yon at a duty of 
35 per cent, ad valorem, as manafactures of cotton, upon the advisory 
classification of the appraiser, who is of the opinion that the small 
quantity of wool or worsted contained therein should not operate to 
bring them within the classification of woollen or worsted good^. 

By reference, however, to Department's, decision of March 17, 1876, 
(Synopsis 2712,) on similar goods, and of March 4, 1876, (Synopsis 
2694,) on cotton shawls with worsted fringe, you will find that it was 
held that such goods were liable to duty under the wool schedule, (L.) 
The same principle has also, from time to time, been enunciated by 
the Department with reference to cotton and linen goods, when pos- 
sessing, though in small quantities, wool or worsted as an integral 
part. (See decisions of July 31, 1876, Synopsis 2376 ; December h 
1876, Synopsis 2523 ; and May 4, 1874, Synopsis 1822.) 

You are therefore directed to cause the practice at your port to con- 
form to such decisions in assessing duty on such goods, when, if 
importers feel aggrieved, they can have the questions- involved in any 
particular case considered by the Department on protest and appeal. 

Please cause a copy of this letter to be furnished the appraiser at 
your port. 

.Eespectfully, 

By order : H. F. FEENOH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
GoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, PMladelphiaj Pa. 



(3104.) 
Bight of Merehant Vessels to carry Arms. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbi^t, February 9, 1877. 

Sib : Your letter of the 11th of December last was duly received, in 
which you inquire whether you can equip a vessel with^twp guns and 
other arms, the vessel being destined for a trading voyage among the 
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groups of the Soath Sea Islands; and you refler to the case of the 
^< Peerless," a schooner which you say was seized and sold by the 
United States consul at Apia, Navigator's Islands, while under the 
American flag, on the ground that she was an armed vessel. 

In reply, I transmit you herewith a copy of a letter received by this 
Department from the Secretary of State, under date of the 8th instant, 
in which the causes of the seizure of the "Peerless" are fully ex- 
plained, and in which, referring to the question proposed by you, the 
Secretary of State says : " I am not aware of any international pro- 
hibition, or of any treaty provision, which would prevent a vessel 
trading amid the groups of islands of the South Sea, from carrying 
a couple of guns and arms for the proper and necessary protection of 
the vessel against violence on the part of lawless or partially civilized 
communities, or of the piratical crews which ar6 represented to oc- 
casionally frequent those waters, providing, always, that the vessel 
carrying i^uch guns and arms itself be on a lawful voyage, and be 
engaged in none other than peaceful commerce, and that such guns 
and arms be intended and be used solely for the purpose of defence 
and self-protection." This Department coincides in the opinion here 
expressed. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. F. OONANT, 

Assistant Secretary. 
BiCHABD L. OODEN, Esq., 8an FranciscOy Oal. 



(3105.) 
Ta4mm Fibre — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, February 9, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 19th ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (3014 e) of Mr. Samuel Stevens from your assess- 
ment of duty at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem on certain tacum 
fibre imported by him per " J. R. Walker," September 13, 1876, the ap- 
pellant claiming that it is entitled to entry at the rate of $15 per ton, 
under the provision in Schedule G, Revised Statutes, for << vegetable 
substances not enumerated, used for cordage." 

It appears from the report of the appraiser that the article in ques- 
tion is not used for the manufacture of the cordage of commerce, and 
that its cost at the place of production, viz., 70 cents per pound, would 
exclude it from such use. 
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The Department is of opiaion that it was properly classified for daty 

at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in section 

2616, for "all raw or nnmanafactnred articles;'' and your decision is 

therefore affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

0HA8. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
OoLLEGTOB OF OuSTOMB, Ncw York. 



(3106.) 
Machinery imported by Separate VesseU — Duty on. 

Tbeasubt Dbpjlbtment, Fel^ruary 10, 1877. 

SiB: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, 
further reporting on the appeal (2326 e) of A. H. Hart & Co. from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain machinery imported per "The Queen," August 9, 1876, which 
the importers claim to be dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem . 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the mer- 
chandise imported by the said vessel consisted of a spinning frame 
complete, with the exception of the steel spindles, which latter were 
afterwards imported by another vessel, and that, in the opinion of that 
officer, the fhime andnspiudles were imported separately for the purpose 
of evading the law and the decisions of the Department, which require 
liiait all manufEustures of which steel forms a component part shall 
pay duty at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem. 

Tour decision is therefore affirmed. 
Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



OoLLBGTOB OP OuSTOMS, Ncio Yorh. 



AsHstant Secretary. 



(3107.) 
Importation of Cattle and Hides from Qermany. 

Tbbasuby Dkpabtmbnt, February 10, 1877. 

Sib: The Department has received, through the Department of State, 
a dispatch from the United States consul general at Berlin, dated the 
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20t)i ultimo, in which it is stated that it appears fix>m offldal pablioa- 
tions, contained in the <'Q«rman Imperial Advertiser," that the cattle 
disease, commonly known as the ^< rinderpest," has made its appearance 
in divers parts of Germany, and is rapidly spreading and increasing 
thronghoat the country. 

Beferring to section 2493 of the Bevised Statutes, the Department 
hereby prohibits the importation of neat-cattle^ and the hides of nea> 
cattle, into the United States from Germany until further orders. 

EespectfuUy, 

0. F. OONANT, 

Acting Seoreiary, 
CoLLBOTOB OP OiTSTOMS, Jfew York. 

[These instructions will be treated as applicable to importations of 
such cattle and hides imported from Germany into any ports in the 
United States.] 



(3108.) 
Embroidered Linen Suite — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbkt, ^e&rieary 12, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, 
reporting further on the appeal {9309 d) of Mr. Daniel Eirk from your as- 
sessment of duty on certain linen embroidered suits Imported by him 
per " Germanic," February 1, 1876, and returned by the apprai^ier as* 
<< manufactures of flax, not otherwise provided for," at 40 per.ceint. ad 
valorem. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the mer- 
chandise in question consists of dresses basted by the seamstress, to 
be easily fitted to the size and form of the purchaser, and of embroid- 
ered bands which were contained in the carton with the suits, and 
evidently intended for use in making them up. 

The appellant claims that the articles in question are liable to duty 
as embroideries, at 35 per cent ad valorem. By Department's decision 
(No. 2027) of December 4, 1874, it was held that only such articles are 
entitled to classification as embroideries as have embroidery for a 
leading characteristic, and in which embroidery is the chief element 
of value. 

It is understood from the report .of the appraiser that in this case 
the embroidery was neither the leading characteristic nor element of 
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chief value, and the Department is, therefore, of opinion that the goods 

should be classified as a mannfactore of flax not otherwise provided 

for, at the rate assessed by yon. 

Bespectfhlly, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assiitant Secretary 
OOLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3109.) 

Instructions eanoeming the Payment of Treasury Drafts and Official 
Checks of Public Disbursing Officers. 

Trbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, February 13, 1877. 

The following SjBCtions of the Eevised Statutes of the United States 
and the subsequent Begulations are published for the information and 
guidance of all concerned: 

<' Sbgtion 306. At the termination of each fiscal year all amounts of 
moneys that are represented by certificates, drafts, or checks, issued 
by the Treasurer, or by any disbursing ofiQcer of any Department of 
the Government, upon the Treasurer or any assistant treasurer, or de- 
signated depositary of the United States, or upon any national bank 
designated as a depositary of the United States, and which shall be 
represented on the books of either of such offices as standing to the 
credit of any disbursing officer, and which were issued to facilitate the 
paymejit of warrants, or for any other purpose in liquidation of a debt 
due from the United States, and which have for three years or more 
remained outstanding, unsatisfied and unpaid, shall be deposited by 
the Treasurer, to be covered into the Treasury by warrant, and to be 
carried to the credit of the parties in whose favor such certificates, 
drafts, or checks were respectively issued, or to the i)ersons who are 
entitled to receive pay therefor, and into an appropriation account 
to be denominated ^ outstanding liabilities.' 

<( Section 308. The payee or the bona-fide holder of any draft or 
check the amount of which has been deposited and covered into the 
Treasury pursuant to the preceding sections, shall, on presenting the 
same to the proper officer of the Treasury, be entitled to have it paid 
by the settlement of an account and the issuing of a warrant in his 
favor, according to the practieb in other cases of authorized and liqui- 
dated claims against the United States. 

'^ Sbgtion 3%. The amounts, except such as are provided for in sec- 
tion three hundred and six, of the accounts of every kind of disburs- 
ing officer, which shall have remained unchanged, or which shall not 
have been increased by any new deposit thereto, nor decreased by 
drafts drawn thereon for the space of three years,* shall in like manner 
be covered into the Tiseasury, to the proper appropriation to which 
they belong; and the amounts thereof shall, on the certificate of the 
Trc^nrer that such ampunt has heeii deposited in the Treasury, be 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



45 

credited by the proper accoanting officer of the Department of the 
Treasary on the books of the Department, to the officer in whose name 
it had stood on the books of any agency of the Treasary, if it appears 
that he is entitled to sach credit. 

<< Section 310. The Treasurer, each assistant treasurer, and each des- 
ignated depositary of thte United States, and the cashier of each of the 
national banks designated as such depositaries, shall, at the close of 
business on every thirtieth day of June, report to the Secretsu^ of the 
Treasury the condition of every account standing, as in the preceding 
section specified, on the books of their respective offices, stating the 
name of each depositor, with his official designation, the total amount 
remaining on deposit to his credit, and the dates, respectively, of the 
last credit and the last debit made to each account. And each disburs- 
' ing officer shall make a like return of all checks issued by him, and 
wMch may then have been outstanding and unpaid for three years and 
more, stating fully in such report the name of the payee, for what pur- 
pose each check was given, the office on which drawn, the number of 
the voucher received therefor, the date, number, and amount for which 
it was drawn, and, when known, the residence of the payee.^ 

BSaXTIiATIONS. 

(1.) Hereafter any treasury draft or any check drawn by a public 
disbursing officer still in service, which shall be presented for payment 
before it shall have been issued three full fiscal years, will be paid in 
the usual manner by the office or bank on which it is drawn, and from 
funds to the credit of the drawer. Thus, any such draft or check 
issued on or after July 1, 1873, will be paid as above stated until June 
30, 1877, and the same rule will apply for subsequent years. 

Any such draft or check which has been issued for a longer period 
than three full fiscal years will be paid only by the settlement of an 
account in this Department, as provided in section 308 above pub- 
lished^ and for this purpose the draft or check will be transmitted to 
the Secretary of the Treasury for the necessary action. 

(2.) The reportB of Independent Treasury officers, national-bank 
depositaries, and public disbursing officers, required by section 310 
above published, will be rendered promptly to the Secretary of the 
Treasury at the close of each fiscal year. 

(3 ) Whenever any disbursing officer of the United States shall 
cease to act in that capacity, he will at once inform the Secretary' of 
the Treasury whether he has any public, funds to his credit in any 
office or bank, and, if so, what checks, if any, he has drawn against 
the same which are still outstanding and unpaid. Until satisfactory 
information of this character shall have been furnished, the whole 
amount of such moneys will be held to meet the payment of his 
checks properly payable therefrom. 

(4.) Hereafter, at the close of each fiscal year, the Treasurer, the 
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several assistant treasurers, and designated and national-bank de- 
positaries, will also render to the Secretary of the Treasury a list of 
all disbursing officers' accounts still unclosed which have been opened 
on the books of their respective offices or banks more than three fiscal 
years, giving in each case the name and official designation of the 
officer, the date when the account with him was opened, and the 
balance remaining to his credit. 

(5.) In case of the death, resignation, or removal of a public dis- 
bursing officer, any check previously drawn by him and not presented 
for payment within four months of its date, will not be paid until its. 
correctness shall have been attested by the Secretary or Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

(6.) If the object pr purpose for which any check of a public dis- 
bursing officer is drawn is not stated thereon, as required by Depart- 
mental regulations, or if any reason exists for suspecting fraud, the 
office or bank on which such check is drawn will refuse its payment. 

OHAS. F. COlirANT, 

Acting Secretary, 



(3110,) 
Antique Pottery^ so called — Duty on, 

Tebasuby Department, February IZ^ 1877. 

Sib: Your letter of the 3d instant was duly received, transmit- 
ting the appeal (31386) of Mr. William Homer from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem on four (4) pieces 
of Spanish and Italian pottery, imported by him at your port, per 
" lUyrian," from Liverpool. 

The appellant claims that the articles in question are entitled to 
free entry, as being antiquities, and as intended to form part of a 
collection of antiquities owned by him. They are majolica plates, and 
are of the period known as the renaissance or sixteenth century. 

By DepartSi^ht's decision of August 19, 1876, (Synopsis 2934,) it 
was held that paintings and other works of art of the period men- 
tioned are not entitled to classification as antiquities, and that the 
term "antiques" can only be properly applied to productions ot 
ancient date, as distinguished from those of the mediaeval or inodem 
periods. 

While this rule was only applied in that case to paintings, statuary, 
and other works of art, I see no reason why it is not equally appli- 
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cable in the present case. The Department is therefore of opinion 
that the majolica plates in question were properly excluded by you 
from classification as antiquities, and that they are subject to duty at 
the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem. 
Your decision is afijrmed. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston^ Moss, 



AsHstant Secretary, 



(3111.) 
Allowance for Shortage in Cargo. 

Treasury Department, February 13, 1877. 

Sir : Your letter of the 20th ultimo was duly received, reporting 
further in the matter of the alleged deficiency in a quantity of salt 
imported by Vlessrs. Kingan & Co. on the 18th of November last. 

From the x)apers now before the Department, it is understood that 
entry of the salt in question was made on the 28th of November, the 
invoice calling for 495 sacks. The quantity contained therein was 
estimated to be 110,900 pounds. 

The weigher's return stated the actual quantity to be 106,979 pounds. 
From the certificate of the port warden who examined the cargo on 
arrival, it appears that he found twetity-five of the bags empty, or 
nearly so, the salt being dissolved in consequence of sea- water getting 
into the hold during the voyage of imi>ortiition. The weigher states 
that on or about the 27th of December last, or more than five weeks 
after the arrival of the vessel, he was informed by the importers that 
the lot wa& not full ; that, upon consulting with the inspector, he be- 
came satisfied that fifty-five of the sacks were empty ; and, on that 
day, submitted an amended return to correct the error in his prior 
report. 

Ten per centum only of the importation was weighed on arrival, 
which accounts for the fact that the deficiency was not discovered by 
the weigher, who did not inspect that portion of the salt which had 
become badly wet. 

Upon these facts, it is the opinion of the Depariment that <lnties ac- 
crued upon the actual quantity landed, unless tlie parties can be 
relieved therefrom under some special provision of law applicable 
thereto. Taking the port warden's certificate into consideration, it 
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appears that the qaantity landed was 495, less 25 sacks empty. The 
other thirty sacks lost their contents, it is understood, while lying on 
the wharf in conseqnence of water which was absorbed daring the 
voyage of importation. 

I know of no provision of law ander which allowance can be made 
for theT deficiency of these thirty sacks, section 2984 of the Revised 
Statutes not being applicable thereto. 

You are therefore authorized to reliquidate the entry, and to make 
allowance for the twenty -five sacks found empty on arrival. 
Respectfully,* 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 

COLLBOTOR OF CUSTOMS, BostOUj MaSS. 



(3112.) 
AngorarGoat Skins — Duty on. 
Treasury Department, Fe^uary 14, 1877. 

^SiR : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 15th ultimo, 
further relating to twenty bales of skins, imported into your port by 
B. & C. Stokes, which were reported by the appraiser to be dutiable 
as Angora-goat skins. 

It appears that a careful examination of the skins was made under 
the supervision of the appraiser at your port, when it was found that 
the bales, which contained 150 skins each, were made up as follows : 

1st. An average of four to five in each bale of skins, which should 
be classified as Angora-goat skins. 

2d. An average of from fifteen to twenty in each bale of what may 
be termed second-class skins, which, although possessing Angora blood 
in a small degree, are not considered by reason thereof as possessing 
any greater value, either on account of the hair or pelt than the com- 
mon goat-skins, and which, therefore, should be admitted to free entry ^ 
and, 

3d. The remaining skins in each bale of the common Cape-goat 
skins, which are exempt from duty. 

It also appears from the evidence presented that the presence of the 
so-called Angora skins first mentioned was not the result of any attempt 
at fraud on the part of the importers, and that the importation was 
made by them in good faith, and under the impression that the mer^ 
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chandise consisted entirely of the common goat-skins, which are exempt 
from daty under the law. 

The practice at other ports where such importations have been made 
in good faith is to separate the class of Angora skins first mentioned 
from the common skins, and to assess duty on the former and to admit 
the latter to free entry. 

This practice seems to be a proper one to be pursued in this case, 
and therefore you are instructed to assess and collect duty on the said 
four or five Angora skins in each bale, under the provision (Heyl, 1155) 
in Schedule L, for <* wools of the second class," &c., for the hair or 
wool, and at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem (Heyl, 1160) for the 
skins alone, allowing the common goat-skins to be exempt from duty. 
• • • • • • # 

Respectfully, 

By order : H. F. FRBNOH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, PMladelphiay Pa. 



(3113.) 
DooumenUng of Barges an the Mississippi Eiver. 

Tbeastjby Dbpabtment, Fe^ymary 15, 1877. 

Sib: The letter of your deputy, dated the 7th instant, is received, 
in which he refers to letters of this Department, addressed to you on 
the 9th of September and the 18th of October, of last year, in regard 
to the enrolment of coal-barges, and to a letter of the Ist instant, ad- 
dressed by the Department to the surveyor of customs at Pittsburg, 
and inquires whether the instructions of the letter of September 9, 
1876, are to be modified or revoked. 

A copy of the letter addressed to the surveyor at Pittsburg is here- 
with enclosed, in which you will perceive three classes of barges are 
described — 

First, Such as are known in that locality as square barges^ employed 
in carrying coal to market, and which generally return from a trip 
down the river without cargo. K such boats are destined to return, 
or if they in fact return, with or without cargo, they should be enrolled. 
But enrolment need not be made till, by their return from a trip, it 
appears that they are destined to be regularly employed in trade. 

Second, Such as carry coal to market, and are destined not to be 
returned, and are known in the locality of Pittsburg as ^^ broad horns." 
If such boats are used at your port, they suce not to be enrolled. 
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Third.. Flait^ and other similar craft, ased exclasively in local ship- 
ments. 11^ such flats are used at your port, they are not to be enrolled. 
And, as a general rule for your guidance, the Department decides that, 
in any case where the liability of a particular boat to enrolment is 
doubtfal, on account of its structure or mode of employment, it is 
advisc^ble that you waive enrolment till, by her employment.in carrying 
cargoes from your port and by returning, it shall appear that she is- 
regularly engaged in trade, when you will report the particular case to 
the Department, and await its decision as to requiring her to be docu- 
mented or not. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. F. OONAlirr, 

Acting Secretary, 
SuEVBYOE OP Customs, 8t Lcuisy Mo. 



(3114.) 
Pcwder-Puffa — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Dbpaetmbnt, February 16, 1877. 

Siv : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (3213 e) of W. H. Brown & Co. from your de- 
cision assessing duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
powder-puffs, imported per << Leipzig," December 22, 1876, which the 
importers claim to be dutiable at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem. 

It appears from the special report of the^appraiser that the powder- 
puffs in question are similar to those which were the subject of Depart- 
ment's decision of November. 28, 1876, (Synopsis 3028,) with the excep- 
tion that they possess, as a component material, a small piece of scrap 
. 'Silk, which, however, does not; give character to the goods, nor is of 
: sufficient importance or value to. be considered in classifying them for 
duty. 

In view of these facts, the Department decides that the appeal is 
well taken, and that the powder-puffs are dutiable at the rate of 40 per 
cent, ad valorem, as brushes, under the decision above referred to. 

You will therefore reliquidate the entry accordingly, and, if neces- 
sary, take the usual steps for refunding the excessive duties. 

Eespectfully, 

By order: H. P. FEBNOH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Baltimorcy Md, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



51 

(3116.) 
Juie TwisU — Duty on. 

Tbbasxtby Department, February 16, 1877. 

SiB: The DepartmeDt is in receipt of yoar letter of the 6th instant, 
submitting the appeal (3168^) of Messrs. Harvey Spencer & Go. from 
your assessment of duty at the rate of 36 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
"twists'^ imported by them, per "Victoria," December 28, 1876, and 
claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem, 
as " like mannfactares '^ to bnrlaps. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the merchan- 
dise in question, which is a manufactare of jate 32 inches wide, and 
valued at 4f pence sterling per linear yard, less 3 per cent, discount, 
is not of like manufacture to burlaps, inasmuch as the yarns are doubled 
and twisted in warp and wefb, while burlaps are composed entirely of 
single yarns ; and that the invoice value is double that of the best 
burlaps imported into your port 

The Department is therefore of opinion that it was properly classi- 
fied for duty at the rate of 36 per cent, ad valorem, as " manufactures 
of jute valued at less than thirty cents per square yard," and your 
decision is hereby affirmed. 

BespectfuUy, 

By order : H. F. FEBNCH, 

AisUtant Secretary. 
CoLLBGTOB OP CUSTOMS, Nevc TorJc. 



(3116.) 
Steam-Launch left Tempcrarily at a Port. 

Treasury Department, February 16, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (3223 e) of Hngh Bellas from your decision 
assessing duty on a small steam-launch which was lefb in his charge 
by the master of the Norwegian bark '< Herman " on her late departure 
from your port. 

The appellant claims that the launch should be exempted from duty 
because it was temporarily left by the master with the intention of 
retaking it on the vessel on her next voyage. 

It appears, however, that the launch was not placed in your custody 
and control, but was delivered by the master of the bark to the ap- . 
pellant, who uses it for pleasure and sporting purposes. 
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Sach beiDg the case, your action in assessing duty on the launch was 

correct, and your decision is affirmed. 

In this connection it may be mentioned that if the launch had been 

entered for warehouse and delivered into the custody of the officers of 

the customs, exportation without payment of duty might have been 

permitted in the usual manner. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. . 
OOLLBOTOE OP CUSTOMS, Pens'acola, Fla. 



(3117.) 
Covered Furniture — Duty an, 

Tbbasuby Department, February 17, 1877. 

Sie: Your letter of the 5th instant is received, in which you transmit 
a report of the appraiser upon the appeal (2827 e) of Messrs. Cottier & 
Co. from your decision assessing duty at the rate of 50 cents per pound 
and 35 per cent, ad valorem on a chair imported by them per the 
^^Parthia," December 2, 1876, classified by the appraiser as a manufac- 
ture in part of worsted, valued at over 80 cents per pound. 

The article in question is described by the appraiser as a Gothic chair, 
made of wood, the back, seat, legs, and arms being covered with figured 
or stamped worsted plush, such covering embracing about two yards, 
worth about 8 shillings sterling per yard, and weighing about 1^ 
pounds, the entire chair weighing 26^ pounds, and that weight was 
taken in determining the amount of specific duties accruing thereon. 

For such classification the appraiser relies upon the decision of this 
Department No. 3016, dated November 13, 1876. That decision in- 
volved the prgper rate of duty on a mosaic table-top, which was claimed 
to be dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, under the provis- 
ion of Schedule K for cabinet wares and house furniture. 

In affirming your assessment of duty at 50 per cent, in that case, the 
Department gave as a reason that the provision in Schedule K for 
cabinet wares and house furniture- referred only fo such articles as 
were manufactured entirely of wood. The article in that case was in 
no sense complete furniture, as it was only a marble table-top, and was 
therefore liable to duty as a manufacture of marble, at the rate of 50 
per cent, ad valorem. 

The question whether the provision in Schedule It, for cabinet wares 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



53 

and house furnitare, embraces articles other than those mauafactnred 
entirely of wood, did not, in reality, enter into that case, and the Ian 
gaage used in decision No. 3016, before referred to, will therefore not 
be taken as an authoritative ruling or decision giving construction 
to the paragraph in Schedule K above referred to. 

Upon a careful consideration of the matter, the Department is of 
opinion that the clause in Schedule K, before referred to, may properly 
be regarded as embracing all articles of cabinet wares and house furni- 
ture, finished, and, as the article in question comes within this category, 
the enbry wiU be reliquidated at the rate of duty prescribed for that 
class of articles, viz., 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

An exception to the above rule will be ihade in regard to furniture 
of which silk is the component of chief value, not having as a com- 
ponent material thereof 25 per cent, or over, in value, of flax, cotton, 
wool, or worsted, which by the act of February 8, 1875, (passed subse- 
quent to the adoption of the Eevised Statutes,) and decision* of Decem- 
ber 9, 1876, is dutiable at 60 per cent, ad valorem. 

Bespectfnlly, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OP OusTOMJS, New York. 



[ * Letter referred to above. ] 

Treasury Department, December 9, 1^76. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (2348 e) of O. Leoboldti from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem on certain furni- 
ture, imported per "Gellert,'' September 13, 1876, which the importer 
claims to be dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the furniture 
in question consists of a sofa and several chairs, composed of frames 
of iron and wood, (with a foundation of hair and canvas,) covered en- 
tirely (back, front seat, and arms) with satin, having also a heavy bull- 
ion siik fringe, seven inches in width, attached to the lower edge of 
the sofa and the seats of the chairs, and that the silk portion is the 
material of chief value thereof. 

Under these circumstances, silk being the component material of 
chief value, the goods were properly subjected to duty at the rate of 
60 per cent, ad valorem, under the provisions of section 1 of the act of 
Msurch 3, 1875,. and consequently the claim of the importer must be 
rejected. 

EespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 



OOLLBOTOR OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3118.) 
Steering and Sailing- Rules for Vessels of the Merchant Marine. 

Tkeasury Department, February 17, 1877. 

In order that all persons concerned, and especially tbe masters of 
sailing-vessels, may be apprised of their duties in the i>remise8, you are 
directed to place a copy of this circular in possession of the master of 
every vessel clearing from your port. The instructions herein contained 
will be observed in the navigation of vessels of the mercantile marine 
of the United States; and, by the provisions of the Revised Statutes, 
the following rules, from one to twenty -four, inclusive, are made appli- 
cable to the navigation of* vessels of the Navy. 

Every vessel of the mercantile marine navigated without complying with 
the instructions of this circular, will be liable to a penalty of two hundred 
dollars J for which sum the vessel may be seized and proceeded against. 

STEAM AND SAIL-VESSELS. 

BuLE One. Every steam-vessel which is under sail and not under 
steam, shall be considered a sail- vessel; and every steam- vessel which 
is under steam, whether under sail or not, shall be considered a steam - 
vessel. 

LIGHTS. 

Rule Two. The lights mentioned in the following rules, and wo 
others, shall be carried in all weathers between sunset an<l sunrise. 

Lights for Oceangoing Steamers and Steamers carrying Sail. 

Rule Three. All ocean-going steamers, and steamers carrying sail, 
shall, when under way, carry — 

(a.) At the foremast head, a bright white light, of such a chanictcr 
as to be visible on a dark night, with a clear atmosphere, at a^disUtnce 
of at least five miles, and so constructed as to show a uniform and un- 
broken light over an arc of the horizon of twenty points of the compass, 
and so fixed as to throw the light ten points on each side of the vessel, 
namely, from right ahead to two points abaft the beam on either side. 

(b.) On the starboard side, a green light, of such a character as to be 
visible on a dark night, with a clear atmosphere, at a distance of at 
least two miles, and so constructed as to show a uniform and unbroken 
light over an arc of the horizon of ten points of the compass, and so 
fixed as to throw the light from right ahead to two points abaft the 
beam on starboard side. 

(0.) On the pott side, a red light, of such a character as to be visible 
on a dark night, with a clear atmosphere, at a distance of at least two 
miles, and so constructed as to show a uniform and unbroken light 
over an arc of the horizpn of ten points of the compass, and so fixed as 
to throw the light from right ahead to two points abaft the beam on her 
port side 
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The green ^ndre<l lights shall lie fitted with inboard screens, project- 
ing at least three feet forward from the lights, so as to prevent them 
from being seen across the bow. 

Lights for Towing- Steamer ». 

Rule Four. Steam-vessels, when towing other vessels, shall carry 
two bright white masthead lights, vertically, in addition to their side 
h'ghts, so as to distinguish them from other steam- vessels. Each of 
these masthead lights shall be of the same character and construction 
as the masthead lights prescribed by Kale three. 

Lights for Steamers not Oceangoing nor carrying Sail. 

BuLE Five. All steam-vessels other than ocean-going steamers and 
steamers carrying sail, shall, when under way, carry on the starL)6ard 
and poi-t sides lights of the same character and construction and in the 
same position as are prescribed for side lights by Kule three, except in 
the case provided in Rule six. 

Lights for Steamers on the Mississippi River. 

Rule Six. River steamers, navigating waters flowing in the Gulf of 
Mexico and their tributaries, shall carry the following lights, namely: 
One red light on the ontboanl side of the port smoke-pipe, and one 
green light on the outboard side of the starboard smoke-i>ipe. Such 
lights shall show both forward and abeam on their respective sides. 

TAghts for Coasting Steam-vessels^ and Steam-vessels navigating Bays, 

Lakes, and Rivers. 

Rule Seven. All coasting steam -vessels and steam-vessels other 
than ferry-boats, and vessels otherwise expressly provided for, naviga- 
ting the bays, lakes, rivers, or other inland waters of the United States, 
except those mentioned in Rule six, shall carry the red and green 
lights, as prescribed for ocean-going steamers, and in addition thereto 
a central range of two white lights; the after light being carried at an 
elevation of at least fifteen feet above the light at the head of the vessel. 
The head light shall be so constructed as to show a good light through 
twenty points of the compass, namely, from right ahead to two x>oints 
abaft the beam, on either side of the vessel, and the after light, so as 
to show all around the horizon. 

The Lights for Ferry-boats 

Shall be regulated by such rules as the Board of Supervising Inspectors 
of Steam-Vessels shall prescribe. (See additional rules below.) 

Lights for Sailing-Vessels. 

Rule EteHT. Sail-vessels, under way or being towed, shall carry the 
same lights as steam-vessels under way, with the excei)tion of the white 
masthead light, which they shall never carry. (See Rule three, b and e.) 
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Exceptional Lights for Small Sailing-Vessels. 

EuLE Nine. Whenever, as in case of small vessels daring bad weather, 
the green and red lights cannot be fixed, these lights shall be kept on 
deck, on their respective sides of the vessel, ready for instant exhibition, 
and shall, on the approach of or to other vessels, be exhibitefl on their 
respective sides in sufficient time to prevent collision, in such a manner 
as to make them most visible, and so that the green light shall not be 
seen on the port side nor the red light on the starboanl side. To make 
the ase of these portable lights more certain and easy, they shall each 
be painted oatside with the color of the light they respectively contain, 
and shall be provided with saitable screens. 

Lights for Steam- Vessels and Sailing- Vessels at Aiwhor. 

BxTLE Ten. All vessels, whether steam-vessels or sail-vessels, when 
at anchor in roadsteads or fairways, shall, between Bunset and sou- 
rise, exhibit where it can best be seen, but at a height not exceeding 
twenty feet above the hull, a white light in a globular lantern of eight 
inches in diameter, and so constructed as to show a clear, uniform, and 
unbroken light, visible all around the horizon, and at a distance of at 
least one mile. 

Lights for Pilot- Vessels. 

BuLE Eleven. Sailing pilot-vessels shall not carry the lights re- 
quired for other sailing-vessels, but shall carry a white light at the 
masthead, visible all around the horizon, and shall also exhibit a flare up 
light every fifteen minutes. 

Lights for CoalBoats, Trading-Boats, Bafts, and other like Craft. 

BuLE Twelve. Coal-boats, trading-boats, produce-boats, canal- 
boats, oyster-boats, fishing-boats, rafts, or other water-craft, navigating 
any bay, harbor, or river, by hand-power, horse-power, sail, or by the 
current of the river, or which shall be anchored or moored in or near 
the channel or fairway of any bay, harbor, or river, shall carry one or 
more good white lights, which shall be placed in such a manner as shall 
be prescribed by the Board of Supervising Inspectors of Steam- 
Vessels. 

Lights for Open Boats. 

Rule Thibteen. Open boats shall not be required to carry the side 
lights required for other vessels, but shall, if they do not carry such 
lights, eoirry a lantern having a green slide on one side and a red slide 
on the other side, and, on the approach of or to other vessels, such 
lantern shall be exhibited in sufficient time to prevent collision, and in 
such a manner that the green light shall not be seen on the port side 
nor the red light on the starboard side. Open boats, when at anchor 
or stationary, shall exhibit a bright white light. They shall not, how- 
ever, be prevented from using a flare-up, in addition, if considered 
expedient. 

Lights on Vessels of the United States Navy. 

BuLE Fourteen. The exhibition of any light on board of a vessel- 
of-war of the United States may be suspended whenever, in the opinion 
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of the Secretary of the Navy, the commander-in-chief of a squadron, or 
the commander of a vessel acting singly, the special character of the 
service may require it. 

Fog-Signali, 

Bulb Fiftebn. Whenever there is a fog or thick weather, whether 
by day or night, fog-signals shall be used, as follows : 

(a.) Steam-vessels under way shall sound a steam-whistle placed be- 
fore the fhnnel, not less than eight feet from the deck, at intervals of 
not more than one minute. 

{h.) Sail-vessels under way shall sound a ibg-hom at intervals of not 
more than live minutes. 

(0.) Steam- vessels and sail- vessels, when not under way, shall sound 
a bell at intervals of not more than five minutes. 

(d.) Goal-boats, trading-boats, produce-boats, canal-boats, oyster- 
boats, fishing-boats, rafts, or other water-crafb, navigating any bay, 
harbor, or river, by hand-power, horse-power, sail, or by the current of 
the river, or anchored or moored in or near the channel or fairway of 
any bay, harbor, or river, and not in any port, shall sound a fog-horn, 
or equivalent signal, which shall make a sound equal to a steam-whistle, 
at intervals of not more than two minutes. 

8TBBBnfO AUD SAILma-BULBS. 

Sailing-Vesselt. 

Bulb Sixtbbn. If two sail-vessels are meeting end on, or nearly 
end on, so as to involve risk of collision, the helms of both shall be 
put to port, so that each may pass on the port side of the other. 

Bulb Setbntbbn. When two sail- vessels are crossing, so as to in- 
volve risk of collision, then, if they have the wind on different sides, 
the vessel with the wind on the port side shall keep out of the way of 
the vessel with the wind on the starboard side, except in the case in 
which the vessel with the wind on the port side is close-hauled and the 
other vessel free, in which case the latter vessel shall keep out of the 
way. But if they have the wind on the same side, or if one of them 
has the wind aft, the vessel which is to windward shall keep out of the 
way of the vessel which is to leeward. 

Steam- Vessels meeting. 

Bulb EianxBBN. If two vessels under steam are meeting end on, 
or nearly end on, so as to involve risk of collision, the helms of both 
shall be put to port, so that each may pass on the port side of the other. 

Bulb Nineteen. If two vessels under steam are crossing, so as to 
involve risk of collision, the vessel which has the other on her own 
starboard side shall keep out of the way of the other. 

Sail and Steam- Vessels meeting. 

Bulb TwBNTT. If two vessels, one of which is a sail- vessel and the 
other a steam-vessel, are proceeding in such directions as to involve 
risk of collision, the steam-vessel shall keep out of the way of the sail- 
vessel. 
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8team-Ve88el approaching another Vesselj or in a Fog. 

RuLK Twenty-one. Every steam-vessel, when approaching another 
vessel, so as to involve risk of collision, shall slacken her speed, or, if 
necessary, stop and reverse; and every steam- vessel shall, when in a 
fog, go at a moderate speed. 

Vessel overtaking anqther. 

Rule Twenty two. Every vessel overtaking another vessel shall 
keep out of the way of the last-mentioned vessel. 

Rule Twenty-thbee. Where, by Rales seventeen, nineteen, twenty, 
and twenty-two, one of two vessels shall keep out of the way, the other 
shall keep her course, subject to the qualifications of Rule twenty-four. 

SPEOIAL instructions. 

Rule Twenty-foue. In construing and obeying these rules, due 
regard must be had to all dangers of navigation, and to any special 
circumstances which may exlHt in any particular case, rendering a 
departure from them necessary, in order to avoid immediate danger. 

Sailing- Vessels to he furnished with Signal-Lights and to show Torches. 

Rule Twenty-five. Collectors or other chief oflScers of the customs 
shall require all sail-vessels to be furnished with proper sigiial-lights: 
and every such vessel shall, on the approach of any steam-vessel 
during the night-time, show a lighted torch upon that point or quarter 
to which such steam -vessel shall be approaching. 

additional rules. 

These additional rules (found in proceeditags of the Board of Super- 
vising Inspectors of Steam-Vessels and decisions of the Treasury De- 
partment) are published for the information of all concerned: 

Lights for Ferry-Boats, 

The lights for ferry-boats with rudders on both ends shall be such as, 
in the opinion of the supervising inspector of the district in which the 
boats are running, are best adapted to the character of the navigation 
and to the prevention of accidents by collision or otherwise. 

Globe Lights. 

A globe light may be usiBd in place of the torch mentioned in Rule 
twenty-five, when the use of such torch would be likely to endanger 
the ss^ety of vessel or cargo. 

Fog-Signals. 

It is recommended by the Board of Supervising Inspectors of Steam- 
Vessels that, whenever there. is a fog by day or night, sailing-vessels 
and every craft propelled by sails upon the ocean, lakes, and rivers. 
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when on th^ starboard tack, shall sound, with intervals of not more 
than two niinates, one blast of the fog-horn; when on the port tack^ 
two blasts; when with the wind free or running large, three blasts: and 
that, when lyin^-to or at anchor, they shall sound the bell, with the 
same intervals. 

Fog-ffoms. 

The selection of an instrument to be employed in making the fog- 
signals required by law must in all cases be left to the master or owner 
of the vessel, it being only necessary that this Department shall so far 
regulate such selection that instruinents not effective for the purpose 
shall be excluded. Any instrument or device for this purpose wliich 
produces a sound equivalent to that of a steam-whistle will be eon- 
sidered sufficient for the purposes of the law. 

Oonflidting Rules. 

Any directions heretofore given by this Department conflicting with 
the above instructions are hereby revoked. 

OHAS. F. CONANT, 
Acting Secretary of the Treaeury. 

OOLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AIO) OTHERS. 



(aii9.) 

Necklaces of Bone — Duty on. 

Trbasuby Depabtment, February 19, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
submitting the appeal -(3279 e) of Messrs. Strasburger, Pfeiffer & Go. 
from your assessment of duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain necklaces imported by them, per "Kronpriuz Friedrick Wil- 
helm," on the 2d ultimo. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser, submitted by 
you, that the necklaces in question are link chains, composed of bone, 
and that they were erroneously classified as beads, when they should 
have been returned as "manufactures of bone," subject to duty at the 
rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

You are therefore authorized to adjust the entry accordingly, and 
to forward a certified statement for the refund of the excess of duty. 
Eespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEENOH, 



OoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3120.) 
Verification of Invoices, 
Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, February 20, 1877. 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 13th instant, enclosing a copy of a dispatch from the consul gene- 
ral at Berlin, in reference to the verification of an invoice of twenty- 
one cases worsted yarns, shipped to Mr. 0. F. Van Blankensteyn by 
Messrs. Bergman & Co., which cases contain two small parcels of goods, 
purchased from other houses, but noted in the invoice of Messrs. Berg- 
man & Co. 

The consul states that an invoice was presented to him, mentioning, 
with other merchandise, two separate parcels, one containing worsted- 
yarn embroideries manufactured in Dresden, and the other cotton and 
woollen articles manufactured in Berlin, by persons other than the 
shippers. 

In reference to the first parcel, he advised the shippers that an in- 
voice should be produced by the proper party to the consul of the 
United States in Dresden for certification; and in regard to the second 
parcel, that one of the manufacturers, or his authorized agent, should 
make the usual declaration. 

As it appears from the consul's report that, in the second case 
fnentioned, the shippers were not the purchasers or owners, his instruc- 
tions were in accordance with the laws and regulations; and the decla- 
ration should have been made either by the actual owner or manufac- 
turer or by the shippers, after the production of a proper power of 
attorney from their principal. 

In the first case referred to, if the goods were shipped to Berlin and 
then reshipped to the United States, after having been repacked, they 
might have been properly included in the invoice, and certified by the 
consul general at Berlin. 

The principles governing the case were quite fully discussed in this 

Department's letter to you, dated the 7th of April, 1876. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. F. COIifANT, 

Acting /Secretary. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State. 
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(3121.) 
dampensatum allowed to Inspectors far Night-work. 

TsBASXTBY Depabtmbnt, February 20, 1877. 

Sib : The Department has received your letter, dated the 10th 
instant, in which, stating that yon have authorized the unlading at 
night of the ship '^Maryland;" and that the agents are willing to pay 
all expenses incurred in connection with such unlading, you submit 
the question as to what compensation should be allowed the discharg- 
ing officer for the extra service performed by Mm. 

In reply, you are informed that the circular of this Department, 
dated the 9th of July, 1873, related to the compensation for night- 
service in unlading steam-vessels, and not sailing-vessels; and that 
there is no provision of law authorizing extra compensation to inspec- 
tors, for superintending the unlading at night of the vessels last men- 
tioned. Such inspectors are entitled only to the compensation fixed 
by the Department for inspectors at your port, under sections 2733 
and 2737 of the Bevised Statutes, and cannot legally receive any extra 
pay from the agent of any vessel for their services as Government 
officers. 

Bespectfnlly, 

H. F. FBBNCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BaXtimorCy Md. 



(3122.) 
Admeasurement between Becks of Steam-Vessels. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, Feibruary 20, 1877. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, transmitting, 
with your approval, the report of the surveyor of your port upon the 
application of Messrs. 0. H. Mallory & Co., of New York, for a read, 
measurement of their steamship " Eio Grande,^ of ?M6^q tons bur- 
den, on the ground, as alleged, that the tonnage of the vessel given 
by you is largely in excess of the actual measurement. 

The surveyor states that the << Eio Grande" has been readmeasured, 
and that there is no question as to the tonnage under the main deck. 
The objection of Messrs. Mallory & Co. is solely directed to the meas- 
urement of the space between the main and promenade decks. It is 
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said that the admeasnrers who have examined aud admeasured this 
vessel, are divided iu opinion as to what portions of the space in 
question should be included in her tonnage. The measurers who first 
admeasured her included the whole of the space covered by the prom- 
enade deck, to a point marked on the diagram, deducting therefrom 
the spaces occupied by the galley, smoke-stack, engine-room, and 
water-closets, and added the net tonnage of the space and the tonnage 
of the saloon to the tonnage of the hull. This was done on the as- 
sumption that the promenade deck wa« a deck to the hull, as defined 
by article 128 of the Revised Regulations of the Treasury of 1874 ; or if 
not a deck. to the hull, that the entire space is closed iu and is availa- 
ble for cargo within the meaning of article 130. 

The chief measurer of your port, and his assistant, however, who re- 
admeasures the vessel, report that the promenade deck is not a deck 
to the hull ; that she has but two decks to the hull,' viz., the main and 
lower deck ; and that the promenade deck is merely a protection from 
the weather; that the covered space on the main deck is not available 
for cargo or stores; and that it must be kept clear for the proper work- 
ing of the ship, and for access to the permanent closed-in spaces located 
on the main deck. 

The difference between the gross tonnage as originally reported and 
that reported on the readmeasurement, is 380.94 tons. The surveyor 
states that other owners of vessels of similar construction to the ^^Rio 
Grande," as the "Orescent City," have insisted that the entire enclosed 
space between the main deck and the promenade deck should be ad- 
measured and included in the gross tonnage, and it was included' 
accordingly, less deductions mentioned in article 130. Under thes^ 
circumstances, especially as the measurers do not agree in their opinion 
as to the proper admeasurement of the vessel, the surveyor submits 
the facts for consideration, and asks the Department for instructions. 

I reply: That as the hull of this vessel is of irod, and the ribs and 
plating extend to the rail, which is 3^^ feet above the main deck; as 
the promenade deck is secured to the rail by stanchions of wood ; and 
as additional supports of iron are placed at various points, about 8 feet 
apart, and secured to the cross beams of the main deck, whereon are 
located tlie certain permanent closed-in spaces referred to, it is clear 
that the promenade deck, in its construction and connection with the 
hull, would come under article 128 of the Regulations cited, and, 
therefore, must be considered a " deck to the hull; " and as ** closed in 
spaces'' are clearly defined in article 130 " as spaces which are shel- 
tered from the action of the sea and weather, even though opening be 
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left in the enclosure f and as these spaces are such as are described in 
the article, they should be included in the tonnage of the vessel. The 
first admeasurement was therefore correct. 
Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEENOH, 



CoLLEOTOE OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3123.) 

Certificate of Delivery of Foreign Merchandise carried from District to 
District in the Import Vessel. 

Tebasuby Department, February 20, 1877. 

Form 50 of the Regulations of 1874, relating to the delivery of 
imix)rted merchandise, carried from district to district in the import 
vessel, is hereby so amended as to read as follows : 

Port of , District of , 

, 18—. 

These are to certify that there have been duly entered* and delivered 

at this port from on board the , whereof — •. — is master, 

from the port of , the following packages of merchandise. 

Witness our hands and seals this day of , 187 — . 

, Collector. 

, Naval Officer. 

It will be observed that the form of certificate prescribed by section 

34 of the act of March 2, 1799, was pmitted from the Revised Statutes. 

(See section 2783.) 

CHAS. F. CONANT, 

Acting Secretary, 
Collbotoes of Customs and others. 

* This means master's entry of cargo by manifest. 



(3124.) 
Goods in Bond. 



Treasury Department, February 21, 1877. 

Sir: The Department has received your letter of the 12th ultimo, 
relative to two cases of beads shipped in bond t?m the Pennsylvania 
Eailroad at the port of Philadelphia, and destined for Eouse's Point, 
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F. Y., and which had been sent by yoa to general-order store, and in- 
viting attention to an alleged conflict between its instructions dated 
the 13th of Jane last, and article 621 of the Begnlations of 1874. 

This article provides for the delivery of appraised merchandise trans- 
ported in bond ^' to the proper officers of the customs at the port of 
destination, or to some authorized connecting railroad or other trans- 
portation line or company, forming part of the established route for 
such transportation." The instructions cited informed you that the 
Central Vermont Bailroad Company had been bonded to carry ap- 
praised merchandise '^ to or from any i>oint to or from which, under 
the law, such transportation is permitted." 

The article referred to contemplates the transportation of merchan- 
dise over specified routes, while the company mentioned has been bonded 
to deliver the merchandise it transports to the collector of customs at 
the port of destination without being restricted in terms to any par- 
ticular route. 

The company is still required to comply with the general regulations 
applicable to such transportation in carrying goods under boijd. 

Appraised merchandise delivered to a bonded common carrier for 
transportation to a point beyond the terminus of its line must, by such 
carrier, be delivered to some other common carrier for further trans- 
portation. The term *^ continuous route," used in article 621, does not 
necessarily mean that the two transportation lines shall exactly meet 
at any given point, as it would be permissible under such regulation 
for a bonded common carrier to transfer goods across a city for delivery 
to another common carrier ; and the transportation company first re- 
ceiving and transporting such goods would be* held under their bond 
until the delivery of said goods to another carrier, or at the port of 
destination, as the case might be, was complete. 

Appraised merchandise shipped under warehouse and transportation 
bond, does not require entry at intermediate ports where transshipment 
is necessary and is permitted by regulation. 

Bespectfnlly, 

H. F. FEBNCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 
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(3126.) 

Silk and Cotton Ta/pesMes. 

Tbbasubt Department, Fehrmry 21, 1877. 

Sib : Your letter of the 30th ultimo was duly received, in which you 
state that in the course of your examination of samples of importations 
you find that a variance of practice has arisen at various ports in the 
classification of certain descriptions of goods made of silk and cotton, 
samples of which you enclose. 

They appear to be tapestries, of which the chain is cotton and the 
warp or filling of an inferior quality of silk ] and you state that at 
Boston and Philadelphia they have been admitted at the rate of 50 per 
cent, ad valorem, while at Chicago and New York they have been 
charged with duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem. 

You further state that the officers at Boston and Philadelphia, upon 
the matter being brought to their attention, conceded that the correct 
rate was 60 per cent ad valorem, silk being the component of chief 
value of the goods, audit is understood that they do not contain cotton 
to the extent of 25 per cent, of such value. 

Upon the flEusts stated by you the goods appear to be clearly liable, 
to duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem, under the act of Febru- 
ary 8, 1875. 

It is noted, however, that upon a sample of the goods imported at 
Boston by Messrs. Bobert A. Turner & Co., per the '^ Parthia," a mem- 
orandum is made, " silk and cotton, cotton over 25 per cent, in value.'^ 
Silk goods containing over 25 per cent, in value of cotton, fiax, wool, 
or worsted are excluded ^m classification under the act of February 
8, 1875, and would be subject to duty under the Eevised Statutes. 
BespectfnUy, 

By order: H. F. FBBNOH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

John F. Mebbdith, Esq., 

U. 8. General Appraiser ^ Baltimorej Md. 



(3126.) 
Foreiffn-buUt Ple€uure Tachts not entitled to American Papers. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, February 23, 1877. 

SiB: I am in receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, asking 

whether a foreign-built yacht, when purchased by an American citizen 
5 
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to be used for pleasure purposes in American waters, is entitled to any 
more privileges under existing laws than when engaged in the coast- 
ing trade. 

It appears that Mr. John Bindiville, of Chicago, desires the views of 
the Department upon the question presented, as he intends purchasing 
the Canadian-built sloop-yacht "Annie Outhbert," of Hamilton, Onta- 
rio, of about thirty-five tons burden, providing the restrictions im- 
posed by law upon foreign bottoms will permit him to use her as above 
stated. 

I reply, that this vessel could not be documented even if purchased 

by Mr. Eindiville, and would not be entitled to the privileges of an 

American vessel in the coasting trade, as, being a foreign vessel, she 

is excluded by law from engaging in that trade; and the Department 

would, not recognize her as a yacht, as she would have no enrolnient 

and license, which form the grounds of the recognitioD of an American 

yacht or pleasure vessel. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, Chicago^ III 



(3127.V • 
Importation of Cattle and Hides from England. 

Teeasuey Department, February 24, 1877. 

SiE : It is understood from the public prints that the rinderpest has 
again broken out in England. 

Importations of neat-cattle, and hides of neat-cattle, coming from 
that country, are therefore prohibited until further orders. 
^Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLECTOE OF CUSTOMS, New lorJc. 



(3128.) 
Paintingsy Statuary, cfec, imported for Uxhibition. 

Treasury Department, February 24, 1877. 

Section 2512 of the Eevised Statutes provides that all paintings, 
statuary, and photographic pictures imported into the United States 
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for exhibition by any association dnly aathorized ander the laws of the 
United States, or any State, for the promotion and enconragement of 
science, art, or industry, and not intended for sale, shall be admitted 
free of daty, under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall prescribe. 

It further provides that bonds shall be given for the payment to the 
United States of such duties as are now imposed by law upon any and 
all of such articles as shall not be re-exported within six months after 
such importation. 

The Department having discovered that advantage is taken of this 
statute to import pictures intended for sale, the following regulations 
upon the subject are prescribed for the guidance of officers of th^ cus- 
toms and all concerned : 

1st. At the time of the entry of picturiBS under the statute cited, the 
importer will be required to make affidavit in the following form : 

'< I do truly swear that the articles in the annexed invoice described 
are imported in good faith for exhibition by [here namQ the associa- 
tion] an association authorized by the laws ot the [here insert United 
States or the name of the State, as the case may be,J for the promotion 
and encouragement of science, art, or industry, and are not imported 
for sale." 

2d. A careful examination and appraisement of the goods will be 
made, the duties properly ascertained, and a bond taken, conditioned 
that duties shall be paid to the United States on all articles not re- 
exported within six months from date of importation, and that no- 
delivery of any such goods to a purchaser will be made during the 
exhibition of any portion of the importation embracing them, nor until 
duties shall have been paid on all the goods not re-exported in accord- 
ance with the terms of the statute above cited. 

, The penalty of such bond will be double the amount of duties, and 
two satisfJEkctory sureties will be required. 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 



To OOLLBOTOKS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



Acting Secretary, 



(3129.) 
Artificial Chalk — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Department, Februa/ry 26, 1877. 

Sir : Your letter of the 6th instant is received, in which you submit 
the appeal {SilSe) of G. Mallinckrodt & Go. from your assessment of 
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i 

duty at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem on certain prepared chalk 
imported into your port, which they claim to be liable to a duty of 20 
per cent., as a chemical preparation. 

The importers state that the article is in no proper sense chalk, but 
that it is precipitated carbonate of lime, and, as such, is subject only 
to a duty of 20 per cent., as a chemical substance not otherwise 
provided for. 

In regard thereto, you are informed that the article in question is 
similar to that specified in printed decision of November 1, 1866, which 
was held to be properly subject to duty as chalk not otherwise pro- 
vided for. Schedule B of the Eevised Statutes imposes a duty of 25 
per cent, ad valorem on chalk of all descriptions not otherwise 
provided for. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

Bespectfidly, 

By order: H. P. FEBNOH, 



SUBVEYOB OF CUSTOMS, 8t. LouUj Mo. 



A8gi9tant 8eeretary. 



(3130.) 
Preparations of Madder — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtment, February 27, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo, 
further reporting on the appeal (2455 e) of Robert Mayer & Co. from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, as 
a '< painter's color," on certain madder lake or krapplach, imported 
per ^^Mosel," October 25, 1876^ which the importers claim is exempt 
from duty as a preparation of madder. 

It appears upon an inspection of a sample, and from the special re- 
port of the appraiser, that the merchandise in question is a wood, or 
madder lake or color, in the form of a powder, which is obtained by 
the following process: The madder root is ground, and a given quan- 
tity of it is treated with a given quantity of water, either by macera- 
tion or boiling, by which the coloring matter is extracted frt)m the 
madder and transferred to the water. The liquor is then treated with 
alumina, for the purpose of precipitating the coloring mi^jtter it con- 
tains, after which the precipitate is' collated, washed, dried, and pre- 
I>ared for use in substantially the same mauu^ aa the oochineal and 
wood lakes are prepared. 
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It is also nnderstood that the said madder lake is used principally 
in the coloring and manofactore of wall-paper. 

Under these circamstancee, the Department is of opinion that the 
article is not a preparation, or an extract of madder, within the mean- 
ing of those terms as used in the <<free list," and therefore mast reject 
the claim of the importers. 

The Department, however, is also of the opinion that" the article, not 
being in fact a painter's color, cannot be classified as sach. It is not 
specially enumerated; and as it bears a similitude in material, quality, 
and the use to which it is applied, to wood IdkeSj should be classified 
under the special provision in Schedule M for such merchandise, under 
section 2499 of the Eevised Statutes, paying the same rate of duty 
(25 per cent, ad vakMrem) as assessed by you. 

Your decision, therefore, in assessing duty at the rate aforesaid^ is 
hereby affirmed. 

Bespectfidly, 

OHAS. F. OONANT, 

Acting Secretary . 

GoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Neto TorJe. 



(3131.) 
SdU used in the Fieheries, 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, February 28, 1877. 

Sib: I have received your letter dated the 23d ultimo, transmitting 
a communication from Messrs. Brown, Seavey & Co. of Boston, in 
which they state that the decision of this Department, that salt is liable 
to duty when withdrawn from bond and used on a vessel licensed for 
the fisheries, in curing fish purchased in Canada, will materially affect 
the fisheries of New England. 

In reply, it may be stated that the decision is not a recent one, and 
is to be found substantially in Synopsis No. 1652, published in August, 
1873, which, however, gives a different reason for such decision than 
that stated in the letter on which it was based. 

Section 3022, Bevised Statutes, allows the use of imported salt with- 
drawn from bond, in curing fish only when such fish have been '< taken 
by vessels licensed, Ac," and the word ^< taken" is used in the same 
connection in the different entries, oaths, and bonds prescribed by the 
regulations of the Department. 
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Fish caught by foreign vessels, and purchased, cannot be treated as 
** taken" by American vessels, within the meaning of the statute. 

The case would be different were they caught with a licensed vessel's 
gear, by parties employed by the master ( though not forming a portion 
of his crew) and afterwards brought to the United States in such 
vessel. 

It should be observed that the act of July 28, 1866, section 4, origi- 
nally conferring the privilege of withdrawing salt as aforesaid, was 
amended by the act of June 6, 1872, reproduced in the section of the 
Revised Statutes cited, so as to limit, as aforesaid, the former provision 
allowing salt to be taken "on board, to be used in curing fish,'' with- 
out stating by whom they should be caught. 

As viewed by the Department, the present law permits no construc- 
tion other than that above given ; but there is nothing to prevent the 
parties concerned from bringing a test suit to try the question involved, 
or taking proper measures to secure an amendment of the law. 

Respectfully, 

. By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOE OF CUSTOMS, Boston, MoSS. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



71 



TO COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



Treasury Department, 

Washington, D. C, April 2, 1877. 

The following Decisions of the Department for the month of March, 

1877, upon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress, relating 

to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published herewith 

for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 



(3132.) 

Circular to Licensed Officers of Steam- Vessels, 

Treasury Department, 
Office of the Steamboat' hispection Service, 

Washinifton, i). C, March 2, 1877. 

In compliance with a resolution passed by the Board of Supervising 
Inspectors at their annual meeting, held January 17, 1877, the follow- 
ing rule, from the Revised liules and Eegulations governing the 
Steamboat-Inspection Service, approved by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, is hereby promulgated for the information of all licensed officers 
of steam-vessels, and a rigid compliance with its provisions enjoined 
upon all concerned : 

Rule ^5. Whenever a steamer meets with an accident involving 
loss of life or damage> to property by sinking, burning, explosion, or 
other cause, it shall be the duty of the licensed officers of any such 
steamer to rei)ort the same, without delay, to the nearest local board ; 
l)rovided, when from distance it may be inconvenient to report in per- 
son, it may be done in writing, and the report sworn to before an author- 
ized magistrate. 

Local inspectors are hereby instructed to furnish a copy of thfs cir- 
cular with every master's, mate's, pilot's, and engineer's license issued. 

JAS. A. DUMONT, 
Supervising Inspector- General, 
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(3133.) 
BaHer-lran. 

TbEASTJBY DBJ^JLBTMENT, 

Office of the Steamboat-Inspection Service^ 

Washington^ JJ. 0., March 2, 1877. 

In tompliance with a resolution passed by the Board of Supervising 
Inspectors at their annual meeting, held January 17, 1877, the follow- 
ing rules, from the Bevised Eules and Regulations governing the 
Steamboat-Inspection Service, approved by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, are hereby promulgated for the iuformatibn of manufacturers of 

boiler-iron and others. 

JAS. A. DUMONT, 

Supervising Inspector-General. 

GOIXEOTOSP OF OtJSTOHS AND OTHEES. 



Table of Pressures allowable on Bailers made since February 28, 1872. 

BuiiE 2. In the first column to the left will be found the diameter of 
boilers, varying by 2" from 36^' to 48", and by 6" from 48'' to 96". In 
the second column will be found the thickneiss of boiler-plates, ex- 
pressed in the decimal parts of an inch, and varying — ^by y^^" nearly — 
from ^^" to f"; .1876, .26, .3125, and .375 are the decimal equivalents 
for ^", J", f ", and |". The decimals .21, .23, .26, and .29, correspond 
nearly to ^", ||", ^", and }f ", in the table of pressures allowable on 
boilers made prior to February 28, 1872. At the heads of the double 
. columns will be found the tensile strength of the plates j>^ square inch 
of section; also ^ of that amount. The pressures allowable on single- 
riveted boilers will be found in the first divisions of t|ie double columns 
under the tensile strengths and opposite the diameters and thicknesses ) 
and in the second divisions, the pressures allowable oii boilers where 
all the rivet-holes have been fairly drilled instead of punched, and the 
longitudinal laps of their cylindrical parts double-riveted, in the man^ 
ner prescribed by law. 

The pressure for any dimensions of boilers not found in the above 
table, can be ascertained by the following rule, viz : 

Multiply one-sixth (\) of the lowest tensile strength found stamped 
on any plate in the cylindrical shell, by. the thickness— expressed in 
inches or parts of an inch — of the thinnest plate in the same cylindri- 
cal shell, and divide by the radius or half diameter — also expressd in 
inches^-and the sum will be the pressure allowable per square inch of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



73 

surface for single-riveting, to which add twenty per centam for doable- 
riveting, &c. 

The hydrostatic pressure applied, under the above table and rule, 
must be in the proportion of one hundred and fifty pounds to the 
square inch to one hundred pounds to the square inch of the working 
pressure allowed. 

Where fiat surfaces exist, the inspector must satisfy himself that the 
bracing, and all other parts of the boiler are of equal strength with 
the shell, and he must also, after applying the hydrostatic test, thor- 
oughly examine every part of the boiler to see that no weakness or 
fracture has been caused thereby. Inspectors must see that the flues 
are of proper thickness to avoid the danger of collapse. Flues of six- 
teen inches in diameter, made after July 1, 1877, must not be less than 
five-sixteenths of an inch in thickness, and in proportion for flues of a 
greater or less diameter. 

Bulb 3. Every iron or steel plate intended for the construction of 
boilers to be used on steam-vessels, shall be stamped by the manufac- 
turer in the following manner, viz : At the diagonal comers, at a dis- 
tance of about four inches from the edges, and also at or near the cen- 
tre of the plate, with the name of the manufacturer, the place where 
manufactured, and the number of pounds tensile strain it will bear to 
the sectional square inch. 

BuLE 4. The manner of inspecting and testing boiler-plates, in- 
tended to be used in the construction of marine boilers, by the United 
States inspector, shall be as follows, viz : 

The inspector shall visit places where marine boilers are being con- 
structed, as often as possible, for the purpose of ascertaining and making 
a record of the stamps upon the material, its thickness, and other 
qualities. To ascertain the tensile strength of the plates, when in the 
opinion of the inspectors it is necessary to do so, the inspectors may 
cause pieces to be taken indiscriminately from the sheets to be tested, 
the area of which shall equal one-quarter of one square inch, and the 
force at which these pieces can be parted in the direction of their fibre 
or grain, represented in pounds avoirdupois, multiplied by four, shall 
be held to be the tensile strength of the lot from which the test-pieces 
were taken, and should the tensile strength ascertained by the test 
equal that marked on the plates from which the test-pieces were taken, 
the said plates must be allowed to be used in the construction of marine 
boilers ; provided always, that the said plates possess the other quali- 
ties required by law, viz : homogeneousness, toughness, and ability to 
withstand the effect of repeated heating and coolinjg ; but should these 
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tests prove the marks on the said plates to be false, and the tensile 
strength below that at which they are marked, the lot from which the 
test-plates were taken mast be condemned. 

In the following table will be found the widths — expressed in hun- 
dredths of an inch — that will equal one-quarter of one square inch of 
section of the various thicknesses of boiler-plates. The signs + (plus) 
and — (minus) indicate that the numbers against which these signs are 
placed are a trifle more or lesSj but will not, in any instance, exceed 
one-thousandth of au inch. 

The gauge to be employed, by inspectors and others, to determine 
the thickness of boiler-plates, and the widths in the table, will be the 
Darling, Brown & Sharp's gauge, of Providence, Rhode Island, and 
will be furnished by the Treasury Department. This gauge has been 
approved by the Board of Supervising Inspectors : 

^3^// = 133 — .26 = 96— .35 = 71 — 

.21 = 119 — .29 = 86— f" = 67 + 

.23 = 109 + ^"= 80 jY= 66 — 

y = 100 .33 = 76 + J" = 60 

<■ Sin } 



All samples intended to be tested on the Eiehl6 testing-machine 
must be prepared in form according to the above diagram, viz., eight 
inches in length, two inches in width, cut out at their centres in the 
manner indicated. The manufacturer's name and tensile strength 
must be marked or stamped upon all samples. Two small centre 
punch-marks must be made on samples, one inch each side of their 
centre, for the purpose of ascertaining their elongation or ductility. 
At the point where the samples are cut, their areas must be one-quar- 
ter of one square inch of section, according to the tables of widths and 
thicknesses in Bule 4. 

Iti commencing a test, the person conducting the same must first 
apply weights to within four thousand pounds of one-quarter of the 
tensile strength marked upon the sample, and, after pumping the ma- 
chine to equilibrium, apply the remaining weights, at inter v^als Of 
about fifteen seconds, until the sample is parted. 
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The smaller weights mast be applied last, and, should a sample part 
immediately on the application 6f such a weight, the weight last ap- 
plied must be rejected. 

The machine must be kept at equilibrium during the application of 
the weights, and, after the first application is made, th« point where 
elongation commences must be ascertained by applying a pair of 
dividers to the centre punch-marks, at efery additional weighty until 
the test is completed. 

All tests made of boiler-material milst be recorded upon a table of 
the following form : 



Tenrile terts of samples of material intended to he employed in ike eonsdmetion of hoilen cf 
steam-vessels made on BiehU ^ BroU tesOng-macMne, 
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(3134.) 
Damage AUawanee on Cigars. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, March 3, 1877. 

But: Your letter of the 21st ultimo was duly received, relative to 
damage-allowance on certain cigars. 

In the case referred to, it appears that the local appraiser allowed 
damage of 25 per cent on thirty thousand cigars, but that the ap- 
praiser's officers opened only a part of the boxes; that, upon exam- 
ination, you discovered no signs of the contact of water with either the 
cigars, boxes, or cas«»s; that the joints of the boxes were secured with 
tar or other similar substances, and seemed to be close ; and that there 
was no discoloration of the paper covering the cigars in the boxes, 
but that the cigars were mouldy. 

You request instructions as to whether allowance of damage can be 
made in such case. 
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In reply, you are informed that the decision of the Department, to 
which yon refer, of January 13, 1876, (Synopsis 2599,) provides that, 
as a condition precedent to allowance of damage to cigars, each box 
should be examined, and that no allowance should be made for decay 
and dampness or other cause existing before the voyage commenced, 
and which may have rendered the merchandise unfit to withstand the 
ordinary risks of importation. 

This decision is in accordance with articles 500 and 511, Begulations 
of 1874. 

In applying that rule to the present case, the Department has to 
state, first, in regard to an actual examination of the boxes, that it 
appears by your letter that the entire importation was contained in 
sixty boxes, each box containing five hundred cigars, bu4 that only 
fifteen boxes out of the sixty were examined. 

The allowance, if any, must therefore be confined to the boxes actually 
examined. 

In regard to the question, whether the importer is entitled to any 
allowance for damage, I have to say that the facts cited by you would 
indicate that the cigars did not become wet by sea- water during the 
voyage of importation, but that the mouldy condition of the cigars 
was due to the damp condition in which they were shipped, and to the 
further dampness contracted in the vessel. 

The Department is therefore of opinion that the facts cited do not 
justify any allowafice of damage upon the importation. 
Bespectfully, 

By order : H. F. FBENOH, 



Gknxbal Appbaisbb, Boitanj Mass; 



As9Utant Seeretarff. 



(3135.) 
Imitation Preeiaua Sianea — Duty an. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtmbnt, March 3, 1877. 

Sib :■ The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (34190) of William Maas & Go. from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on cer- 
tain so-called imitation stones, imported per << Neckar," January 16, 
1877, which the appellants claiin to be dutiable at the rate of 10 per 
cent ad valorem. 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser and ah examina 
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tion of samples, that the goods in question consist of pieces of glass or 

paste not set, in roand and oval shapes, with holes perforated through 

them, which render them capable of being Strang either as beads or 

other articles of personal ornament, and are similar in character to the 

pieces of onyx which, by Department's decision of December 4, 1875, 

{Synopsis 2534,) were held to be dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent, ad 

valorem, under the provision in Schedule M, for '^all beads and bead 

ornaments, except amber." 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

EespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FBENOH, 



CoiXBQTOB OF CUSTOMS, New Yorlc. 



Aasiitant Seeretary. 



(3136.) 
Mode of Testing the Strength of Vinegar. . 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, March 6, 1877. 

The Department is advised that in ascertaining the strength of im- 
ported vinegar, in accordance with section 2917, Bevised Statutes, it is 
the practice at some ports to dissolve dry bicarbonate of pbtash in the 
vinegar. 

This method appears to be tedious, and to lead to imperfect results. 

Collectors at the principal ports will, therefore, cause to be pre- 
pared in a large glass bottle, that can be tightly corked, a solution of 
bicarbonate of potash, containing one grain of potash to one-third of 
a dram of water. 

The number of grains of bicarbonate of potash required to neutral- 
ize one ounce troy of a sample of vinegar will be indicated by the 
number of thirds of a dram of the solution used to neutralize an ounce 
of the same. 

To show when the neutralization of the vinegar is complete, litmus 
paper may be used. 

Collectors may procure, on requisition, for the use of the proper 
officers, a graduated glass of a capacity of at least one ounce, and a 
beaker glass with a large fiat bottom. 

Duties should be levied according to the strength of the vinegar, as 

prescribed in Department's printed instructions No. 2988, current 

series. 

CHAS. F. CONAOTP, 

Acting 8eereta/ry. 



OOLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS. 
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(3137.) 
Bice — Duty an. 

Tbeasubt Department, March 8, 1877. 

Sir: By the decision of the Department dated June 14, 1865, 
addressed to the collector of customs at San Francisco, pablished in 
the printed decisions of that year, it was held that Patna rice, of which 
the hull and inner caticle or skin had been removed, was subject to 
classification as cleaned rice, and was liable to the rate of duty apper- 
taining to that description of merchandise. 

This ruling was affirmed by the further decision of October 15, 1866, 
also printed in the decisions for that year. The decision of December 
3, 1874, (No. 2026,) held that Siam rice which had been hulled and sub- 
jected to the process of sifting and cleaning, and which was of the 
same general character as that before mentioned, was also subject to 
classification as cleaned rice. 

Protests and appeals from assessments of duty, under these decisioiis, 
were duly made, and trials of different cases involving the question 
have been had at San Francisco, Boston, and New York, in which 
judgments were rendered in favor of the plaintiffs, upon the ground that 
the rice in question was not the cleaned rice of commerce, and waa 
therefore subject only to duty as uncleaned rice. 

In the case of Bailey Bros, against Goodrich, which was tried at 
Boston, the judgment was in favor of the plaintiffs upon the question 
of facts presented, and in a letter of this Department to the collector 
of customs at Boston, dated the 26th ultimo, instructions were given 
to pay that judgment, the Attorney General of the United States 
having certified that, in his opinion, the case was not one demanding 
review by the Supreme Court. Department's letter to you of the 1st 
instant directed payment of the judgment in the case of Fowler against 
Arthur, which involved the classification of similar rice, in which judg- 
ment was rendered for the plaintiff. 

In view of these facts, the Department reverses.its previous rulings/ 
and holds that rice of the character mentioned ft the decisions before 
cited is subject to classification as tincleaned rice, and is chargeable 
with the duty appropriate thereto. You will therefoid be governed 
accordingly. 

Any duties which may have Been exacted and received contrary to 
the ruling herein laid down, which may have been paid under protest 
and appeal, and suit duly instituted, will be refiu»ded by this Depart- 
ment upon the forwarding of certified statements for repayment thereof^ 
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aud yoa are directed to forward statements in such cases for the con- 
sideration of the Department. 

Eespectfully, 

By order: CHAS. F, OONAIJrr, 

Acting Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, New York. 



(3138.) 
Goods upon which Drawhiwlc has been paid — Beimported. 

TBBASUBt^ DsPiLBTMENT, March 9, 1877. 

Gentlemen: Yonr letter, dated 28th ultimo, is recelTcd, in which 
you request to be referred to the section of the Revised Statutes 
which provides that goods of American manufacture composed of for- 
eign material, on which a drawback of customs duties has been allowed, 
shall become dutiable on reimportation. 

In reply, you are informed that, while no section of law contains in 
terms a provision of the foregoing character, the tariff laws in force 
impose a duty on all goods arriving from a foreign country, except those 
specially exempt by statute, and no provision of law is found which 
will admit to entry goods situated as above described on any other 
terms than those which are applicable to goods of foreign origin. 

Bespectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 



Messrs. Herjiann, Bokeb & Co., New TorJc. 



Assistant Secretary, 



(3139.) 
Protests-^Timefor Lodging. 

Tbeasubt Depabtmbnt, March 10, 1877. 

Gentlemen : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 6th 
instant, in the matter of your protest on case <'K. B., No. 2702," ex 
" Lessing," September 27, 1876, in which you inquire whether the law 
allows you to compute the time for protest by excluding Sundays and 
legal holidays. 

In reply, yon are informed that section 2931, Revised Statutes, requires 
that protest must be lodged with the collector within ten days after 
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the ascertainmeiit and liqaidation of the dntiea by the proper officers 

of the cnatoms, and that the Department has nniformly held that the 

ten days specified in said section include intervening Sundays and 

holidays. 

EespectfuUy, 

H. F. FEBNOH, 
Assistant Secretary. 
Messrs. J. 0. Kohlsaats' Sons, New York. 



(3140.) 
Ohramas — Duty on. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtmbnt, March 10, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, 
further reporting on the appeal (2903 «) of Max Jacoby & Zeller from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent ad valorem on 
certain chromos, imported per '< Herder," December 1, 1876, which the 
importers claim to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent ad valorem, 
as '' engravings." 

The special report of the appraiser, transmitted with your letter, 
shows that the articles in question, which are the ordinary chromos 
on paper, were erroneously returned as dutiable under the provision 
for <' inanufactures of paper," under the supposition that becauise they 
had the semblance of a brush or canvas-finish they had been subjected 
to a process of embossing or stamping after they were printed, whereas 
they were in the same condition as when taken from the stone, with- 
out having been subjected to any process or operation distinct from 
the printing of the picture. They should, therefore, have been classi- 
fied as ^^ engravings," at a duty of 25 per cent ad valorem, under De- 
partment's decision of August 29, 1876, (Synopsis 2950,) and your are 
hereby autliorized to reliquidate the entry accordingly, and to take the 
necessary steps for refunding the excessive duties. 

Respectfully, 

H. F. FBENGH, 

Assistant Seeretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 
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(3141.) 
Packing of Imparted Cigars. 

TREiiSUBY DifiPABTMBNT, March 12, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of a letter, dated the 2d instant, 
from Special- Agent T. J. Einsella, of yoar port, in which he states that> 
by the schooner << Texana," from Minatitilian, there was imported by 
Messrs. J. J. Fernandez & Son 5,500 cigars, contained in fifby-five 
boxes of one hundred each. These boxes were merely tied together 
by a piece of strong twine, and in such a manner that any one box in 
the <^ package " could be taken oat without catting or untying the cord. 

Mr. Kinsella presents the question whether cigars so imported are 
entitled to entry in view of section 2804 of the Revised Statutes, which 
provides that no entry of any imported cigars shall be allowed of less 
qnantity than three thousand in a single paekage. 

The object of this statute was to secure the importation of cigars in 
such manner as to prevent concealment of any portion of the cigars, or 
the removal of any part without the full knowledge of the customs 
officers, and the payment of the doties thereon. 

The Department is of opinion that the tying together of the boxes,^ 
in the manner referred to, does not constitute a package within the 
meaning of the law, and that cigars so imported should not be admitted 
to entry. 

Importers at your port should be folly informed of the views of the 
Department in this respect, in order that their future action may be 
taken with reference thereto. 

In any case which may arise where seizure may be made on account 

of importation in this manner, special application can be made to the 

Depairtment for such relief as may be deemed proper. 

Bespectfully, 

By oi-der: H. F. FEBNOH, 

AsHstant Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OF OusTOMS, Ifew Orleans^ La. 



(3142.) 
Paintings on Glase-^Duty on. 

Tbbasubt Depabtmbnt, Marek 12, 1877. 

Sm: By the decision of this Department, No. 1996, of February 11, 
1874, it was held that paintings on glass, which attain to the rank of 
works of art, are dutiable under the provisions of Schedule M, for 
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paintings not otherwise provided for, at the rate of 10 per cent, ad 
valorem. ^ 

This decision was reversed by that of May 10, 1871, (No. 2232,) which 
held that the provision of Schedule B; for paintings on glass or glasses, 
was absolute, afictinoktded all paintings' on j^lass or glasses, irrespec- 
tive of the character of the painting or the purposes to whicii it might 
be applied. 

Upon an application in behalf of St. Patrick's Cathedral, in your 
city, in regard to certain painted windows proposed to be imported for 
use in the constraction of that edifice, the question involved wds re- 
ferred to the Attorney General, and, in reply, a letter has been received' 
from him, dated the 28th ultimo, in which he states that the qaestioi^ 
presented presnpposes that there is a known and established difference 
among paintings on glass, between those which do, and those which 
do not rank as works of art; the former, he states, being produced 
by the individaal skill and invention or design of an artist, and the 
latter being products of manufacture, or mere handicraft, and bearing 
the stamp of the artisan simply. 

Assnming that such a difference exists, in a commercial sense, the 
^ Attorney General holds that the provision in Schedule B, above men- 
tioned, extends only to paintings of the latter description, and that 
paintings on glass, which attain to the rank of works of art, fall under 
the provision of Schedule M, dutiable at the rate of 10 per cent ad 
valorem. 

In arriving at this conclusion, the Attorney General refers to the 
fact that the other articles enumerated in the clause in Schedule B, 
which provides for paintings on glass, are all the work of handicraft, 
and that the qualifying words '<not otherwise provided for" must be 
understood as applying as well to paintings on glass as to manufac- 
tures of glass, and they imply the existence of one or more provisions 
elsewhere, in which such paintings are otherwise provided for. 

These provisions the Attorney General finds in section 2505 of the 
![tevised Statutes, which exempts from duty — 

First Paintings specially imported, in good faith, for certain socie- 
ties therein enumerated. 

Second. Paintings, the production of American artists residing 
abroad. 

Third. Paintings imported expressly for presentation to national in- 
stitutions, or to any State, or to any municipal corporation ; any one 
of which provisions may include paintings on glass. 

To these provisions, the Attorney General states, is to be added 
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that in Schedule M, as otherwise providiDg for paintings on glass, 
when of the character which shall entitle them to classification as 
works of art. 

The understanding of this Department npon the question, as to 
whether there is a recognized distinction between paintings on glass^ 
ranking as works of art, and those which do not, is in accordance with 
that of the Attorney General, and, upon review of the question in- 
volved, the Department concurs in the views expressed by the Attorney 
General, and hence holds that paintings on glass, which attain to the 
rank of works of art, are liable to duty at the rate of 10 per cent, ad 
valorem, under Schedule M. 

The question as to whether any given importation should be classi- 
fied for duty under Schedule B or under Schedule M, is one to be de- 
cided after an examination of the articles; and the return of the ap- 
praiser upon the invoice, made after such examination, should show, 
for your ihformation, to which class such articles, in his opinion, belong. 
Eespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 



OOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, NcW YorJc. 



Assistant Seeretaty. 



(3143.) 
Teams of Immigrants arriving from Contiguous Foreign Territory. 

Tbbasuby Department, Murch 13, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of the application of Mr. George 
Stickney, dated Elk Point, Dakota Territory, January 16 last, in be- 
half of Gregoire Duhaime, Dieudoune Chartier, and Mathias Loiselle, 
for the refund of duties exacted on certain sixteen horses which arrived 
at your x>ort October 27 last, and claimed to be exempt from duty under 
the provision in the free list, Bevised Statutes, for << teams of animals, 
including their harness and tackle, actually owned by persons immi- 
grating to the United States with their families from foreign countries, 
and in actual use for the purpose of such immigration." 

From the evidence submitted to the Department, it appears that the 
horses in question were the property of Messrs. Duhaime, Chartier, and 
Loiselle, who, in October last, were included in a party of French immi- 
grants from St. Hyacinthe, Canada, to Union county, Dakota Terri- 
tory, a distance of fourteen hundred and seventy -four miles; that the 
teams were used in conveying the immigrants and their household 
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effects from their homes to the nearest railway station, where they took 
passage from Sioux City, Iowa, and the horses were shipped by rail f 
that on their arrival at Sioux City the teams were again used for the 
purpose of conveying them and their effects to their destination in 
Union county, Dakota Territory, a distance of about twenty miles. 

After careful consideration of the evidence submitted, the Depart- 
ment is of opinion that the horses in question were in bona fide use for 
the purposes of immigration, and you are therefore authorized to re- 
adjust the entry, and to prepare a certified statement for the refund of 
the duties exacted thereon. 

. The statement should be forwarded to Mr. G^rge Stiekneyi Elk 
Pcint, Dakota Territory, with instructions to have the annexed certifi- 
cate signed and sworn to by the person who made the entry and paid 
the duties on the horses, and to forward it, when signed, to the Depart- 
ments 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 

Assistant Seeretary. 
GoLLBOTOB OF (3USTOMS, Port Huron^ Mich. 



(3144.) 
Bendition of Reports under the Steamboat-In^wtion Latps. 

Tbeasuby Dbpjlbtment, March 15, 1877. 

The attention of chief officers of customs is hereby invited to the 
regulation of this Department requiring each officer to render direct 
to the Secretary of the Treasury a detailed statement of all receipts 
under the steamboat-inspection laws. 

This statement will be rendered promptly at the close of every quar- 
ter upon Form No. 240, and will embrace all receipts under the steam- 
boat laws during the three months preceding. 

When no transactions have occurred, a report to that effect will be 
made upon the face of the blank form designated. 

When certificates of inspection remain on hand at the dose of a 
quarter, the names of the steamers to which such certificates belong 
must be reported upon the same blank form. 

The prescribed fees for the inspection of steam-vessels must be de- 
manded and collected as soon as possible after '4)he receipt of the 
inspection certificates, whether the steamers inspected oontinne in 
service or not No steamer will be permitted to run without the re- 
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quired inspeotioD papery for a longer time than is aotaally neoessu^ 
to enable costoms officen^ ta prepare and deliver snch papers. 

All fees received for the inspection of steam- vessels, and f6r licenses 
^issued to masters, mates, pilots, and engineers, and from sales of locks^ 
will be deposited in the Treasury as '< steamboat feesj^ and the date 
and number of each certificate of deposit in which such fees are em- 
braced will be given upon' the £iice of the statement. 

The amount so deposited must agree with the total amount of re- . 
ceipts reported as having been collected during that partieular quarter. 

In the calculation of inspection fees the fractional part of a ton will 

be dropped. 

JOHN SHEBMAK, 

Seeretary. 

OOLLBOTOBS OF CUSTOMS jUH) OTHBBS. 



(3146.) 
Steel-Topped Thimbles^Duty on. 

Tbeasubt Dbpjlbtmbnt, March 17, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
transmitting the appeals (35430 and 3544«) of John Thornton & Go. 
from your deeision assessing duty at the rate of 45 per cent ad valorem 
on certain thimbles imported per <' Ohio," January 19 and February 
24, 1877, (two entries.) 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser and an inspection 
of a sample, that the thimbles in question have steel ends or tops. 

They are not specially provided for in the tariff^ and are therefore 
dutiable at the rate aforesaid, under the provision in Schedule £, for 
'< manufactures * * * of which steel shall be a component part." 

Your decision is therefore afftrmed. 

Respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 
Asiistant Secretary. 
GoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphiaj Pa. 



(3146.) 
Bottlea containing Cordial — Duty on. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtmbnt, March 17, 1877. 

Sib: Your letter of the 9th instant is received, in which you submit 
the appeal of J. Matthew (35300) from your decision assessing duty at 
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the rate of 50 per cent, ad t'alorem, and 3 cents per bottle, on certain 
cordial imported by hifl»4 per/> A^eriqne," October 19, 1876. 

No qoestion is raised as to tha^ correctness of the 50 per cent, duty 
charged on the cordial, bat the importer claims that the bottles are 
liable to duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem, instead of 3 cents 
each, as assessed. 

This claim is founded upon the statement that the bottles are not of 
the ordinary kind in which cordial is imported. 

This statement the appraiser controverts, and says that they are of 
the kind in which cordial is usually imported, with the addition of 
wicker- wo^k baskets of trifling value. 

From the facts presented, the Department is of opinion that duty 
was properly assessed on the bottles, at 3 cents each, under Schedule D. 
Bespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 



Assistant Secretary, 



Collector of Customs, New York, 



(3147.) 
Woollen Machine-Blanketing — Duty on. 

Treasury Departhekt, Marck 19, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (3562 e) of G^ Griffiths from your decision 
assessing duty at the rates of 50 cents per pound and 35 per cent, ad 
valorem on certain woollen fabrics, imported per " Neckar," January 2, 
1877, which the importer claims to be *' machine-blanketing," and duti- 
able at the rates of 20 cents per poand and 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

From the papers submitted, it appears that the merchandise in ques- 
tion is not *^ machine-blanketing," nor endless belts or felts for paper 
or '< printing machines," but is a coarse, heavy woollen fabric, which 
is invoiced as << polishing-cloth," and is intended for use in polishing 
marble. 

The appraiser states that samples of the merchandise have been sub- 
mitted to three of the largest importers of woollen fabrics for pax>er 
and printing machines, who state that it is not suitable for such ma- 
chinery. 

The Department, therefore, decides that the claim of the importer is 
untenable, and that the merchan disc is dutiable at the rates of 50 cents 
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IMar pound and 35 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision (Heyl, 

1162) in Schedule L, for^< all manufactures of wool of every description, 

not herein otherwise provided for." 

Bespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEKN^CH, 

. Assistant Secretary. 
COLLBOTOB OP CuSTOMB, Neto York. 



(3148.) 
Natural Mineral Waters — Free. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, March 19, 1877. 

Sib: The Department has received your letter, dated the 13th 
instant, inquiring whether natural mineral waters, such as are obtained 
from springs at Gross Karben and Ahrweiler, which have been charged 
with carbonic-acid gas by artitLcial means, are entitled to free entry on 
importation. 

It appears from reports upon the subject, obtained by this Depart- 
ment, that these mineral waters are largely impregnateld with carbonic- 
acid gas, a portion of which escapes in the process qf bottling, and 
that the gas artificially introduced compensates for this loss. 

The Department is of opinion that the addition of carbonic-acid gas 

to mineral waters, in the manner stated, does not change the character 

of such waters, so as to exclude them from classification under that 

paragraph in the free list which provides for ^< mineral waters, all not 

artificial.^ 

BespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FEBNCH, 



A. Blum, Jr., Esq., New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3149.) 

Information for Treasury Register^ 1877. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, March 19, 1877. 
Sib : You are hereby directed to cause to be prepared, upon the 
blanks for the purpose herewith transmitted, the information required 
for the United States Treasury Eegister, 1877, namely : 

Full name, including your own, of all officers and employes attached 
to your district, port, or office April 1, next, arranged, according to 
7. 
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deiorree of importance, alphabetically in each grade ; their deftignation, 
which should not be fally descriptive of their daties, bat aimply the 
primary ofSLce they hold, as depaty collector, derk^ inspector, &c., but 
where two or more offices are combined and held by one person, all 
shoald be stated; the port or station where serving; place of birth, 
that is. State or country only ; date of original appointment in the 
branch of service in which serving April 1, 1877 ; and compensation, 
annual or per diem, according to appointment, but never both. 

You will forward the lists, duly prepared, by mail, on or before the 
15th day of April next. 

As a heading to the first sheet, in the customs service, should be 
written the name of the district and port, or port alone, where there 
is no district, and nothing else whatever. 

In the column for names should be written a subheading of the name 
of each principal office or designation of service, as ^^ collector's office," 
*^ appraiser's office," <^ naval office," ^^ surveyor's office," where these 
offices exist, in the order as here written. 

No tmiing whatever should be mode on thesheete except thek^ormaiUm 
needed to be printed. 

The fixed or regular compensation only of collectors and other princi- 
pal officers should be stated in a column, with a character placed before 
it indicating a foot-note '^ and fees and commissiotts," *< fees," or <^ com- 
missions^" only, as the case may be. 

The sheets should not be shortened in any case, though but one name 
be required, but reti^ned in their original length. 

Lists of the independent treasury, mint, assay office, and United 
States depository services should be headed only with the name of the 
city or town and the State or Territory where they are located, with no 
other writing upon the sheets except the information required. 
Very respectfuly, 

JOni^ SHEBMAN, 

Seeretary. 

OOLLBOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(3160.) 
Vessels Plying on the Interior Waters of a State— Not subject to Inspeedion. 
Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, Mareh 19, 1877. 

Sib: a letter dated the 13th instant, from Special- Agent Einsella, 
has been received from you, by reference of the 16th instant, in which 
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he reiK>rts that the steamer << E. B. Steadman" is engaged in tarrying 
freight and passengers on the Pearl river; between Jackson, Miss., and 
plantations on the river ; that this vessel has never been admeasured, 
inspected, or documented, and that none of her officers are licensed. 
He also states that the Pearl river is not navigable to the sea, nor to 
the waters of any other State, from where the steamer plies, and that 
the said steamer is engaged in trade exclusively within the limits of 
Mississippi. He asks for instructions, which you request to be sent 
through your office. 

In reply, I have to inform you that as this boat does not ply upon 
the waters of the United States, (see Decision, No. 1613, Synopsis,) 
but is engaged in trading upon << waters wholly within the limits of a 
State, and not having a navigable outlet, ^c," (Article 49, Begulatipns 
of 1874,) she is not subject to the laws of the United States relating to 
navigation. (See Decision, No. 2284, Synopsis.) 

You will therefore instruct Special- Agent Kinsella to take no steps 
with regard to the supposed violations of law by this vessel. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 
AiiUtaiU Secretary. 

W. B. MooBE, Esq., 

Superdeing Special Agentj Treasury Department, 



(3161.) 
Iheumenting VeeteU, 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, March 20, 1877. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, stating that 
Messrs. Griffin & Taylor, of your city, have constructed a steam flat- 
boat, having no deck, and the only enclosed spaces being the house 
over the boiler and machinery, and a cabin for the crew. She is to be 
employed on the Neuse and Treat rivers, which, you say, are navigable 
waters, ujKin 'which commerce with other States or foreign ports may 
be carried on; and she is to transport cotton to your market, and 
return with assorted freight for different jKiints on the rivers named. 
The owners claim that she is exempt from admeasurement, enrolment, 
and license, on the ground that she is to be used for local shipments. 
Her boilers have been inspected as provided by law, and the local 
inspectors have issued to her a eertificate as a freight-boat. You, how- 
ever, have decided that she is subject to enrolment as a vessel engaged 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



90 

in the coasting trade ; bat, you state, action in the matter has been de- 
ferred until yon are instructed by the Department. 

You are informed that, under existing law, this vessel is designed 
for the coasting trade, and should be documented. Your decision, 
therefore, requiring her to be enrolled and licensed, is approved by the 
Department. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

A$8%8tant Secretary. 
GoLLBOTOB OF OusTOHS, New Berne, N. C. 



(3152.) 
Orange Mineral — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Department, March 20, 1877. 

Snt : I transmit herewith, for your information and guidance, a copy 
of a letter addressed to the collector of customs at New York, under 
date of the 18th of January last, acquiescing in the decision of the 
United States circuit court at New York, in the case of Hill against 
Arthur, to the effect that '^ orange mineral " should be classified under 
the provision in Schedule M, for '' paints or painter's colors." 

BespectfuUy, 

H. F. FEBNOH, 
Aaaietant Secretary. 
GOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston, Moss. 



[Letter above lef erred to.] 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, 
Washington^ D. 0., January 18, 1877, 

Sib : On the 16th ultimo, the United States attorney for the south- 
em district of New York, reported that the case of Hill vs. Arthur, 
collector, &c., (N. S. 4373,) had been brought to trial in the United 
States circuit court at New York, and that judgment had been re- 
covered by the plaintiff. 

The case involved the question of the rate of duty on an importation 
of '^ orange mineral," on which the collector had exacted a duty of 
3 cents per pound, as coming under the provision in Schedule M, 
for << red lead," or as assimilating thereto, in pursuance of Depart- 
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ment's instractdons of September 3, 1874, the claim of the importer 
(plaintiff) being that said article shoald be classified under the pro- 
vision of said schedule, for ^< paints or painter's colors," at a duty of 
25 per cent. skL valorem. 

The claim of the importer having been sustained by the said judg- 
ment, and the Attorney General, to whom the question was referred, 
having certified that no appeal or writ of error should, in his opinion, 
be sued out, in which view this Department concurs, you are hereby 
instructed to forward a certified statement, in the usual form, with a 
view to the payment of said judgment, (principal in coin, and interest 
and costs in currency,) on receipt of notice from the United States 
attorney at your port that the same has been satisfied of record. 

You are further instructed to classify for duty all future importations 
of '< orange mineral " in accordance with the views herein expressed, 
to liquidate all AQtries of such article upon the same basis, provided 
the law, as to protest, appeal, and time of commencement of suit, has, 
in each case, been duly observed, and to forward certified statements, 
in each case, for any excess of duty paid, said instructions of August 
19, 1876, being hereby reversed. 

Eespectfully, 

LOT M. MORRILL, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

<30LLB0T0B OP CUSTOMS, JVw YorJc. 



(3153.) 
South Ameriea/n Jhubloonr—Value of. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, March 21, 1877. 

Sib : Your letter dated the 16th of August last, relating to the value 
of the South American doubloon, has been considered. 

It appears that the Argentine Government has valued the doubloon, 
by decree, as follows : 
^* Spanish- American doubloon, 27 grains, 875 fine . J15. 76." 

By the same decree the gold eagle of the United States is valued at 
^10.03. 

The peso of the Argentine Republic is .997 of a dollar of the United 
States ; and the value of the doubloon, as established by the decree, 
is a fraction more than $15.70 in money of the United States. . 

In the Department's printed decision, No. 2574, dated December 29, 
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1875, officers of the ctistoms were directed to value the doubloon at 
$15.58. 

You are now instructed, in accordance with a recommendation from 
the Director of the Mint, to put upon it the value attached by the de- 
cree aforesaid, of $15.70, money of the United States, in determining 
the duties on merchandise from the Argentine Eepublic invoiced in 

doubloons. 

Bespectfally, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Boston^ Mass, 



(3154.) 
Mtuticfar Societies, 

Tbbasuby Department, March 21, 1877. 

Sir : Your letter of the 5th instant is received, in which you trans- 
mit report of the appraiser upon the subject of the free entry of music- 
books imported for societies incorporated or established for philosophi- 
cal, literary, or religious purposes, or for the encouragement of the fine 
arts, or for use of schools and colleges. 

The question arises, in consequence of inquiries made by several 
parties, as to whether music-books, when imported for use of societies 
of the character named, can be entered free of duty under the free list 
of the Eevised Statutes. 

Upon an examination of the decisions of the Department it is found 
that under date of April 29, 1868, the Department held that printed 
music, bound or unbound, was not entitled to free entry when imported 
for use of societies of the character named. 

This decision was founded upon the free list of the act of 1861, which 
is in this respect substantially similar to the free list of the Kevised 
Statutes. 

Hymn-books, psalm-books, and other musical works, which clearly 
com6 under the denomination of books, are, however, entitled to free 
entry when imported for the uses named, not exceeding two copies of 
each work in any one invoice. 

You will be governed accordingly. 

EespectftiUy, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Cvstoms, Neto Tork. 
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(3165.) 
Oases far MMsioal Instruipents, 

Tbeasusy Dbpabtment, March 21, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, 
in regard to the action of the appraiser at yoar port in classifying for 
assessment of duty certain cornets (which were contained in cases) 
separately from the cases. The cornets were classified as musical in- 
stmment«, while the cases were classified as manufactures of wood and 
brass. 

You present the question whether the value of the cases should be 
added to that of the cornets, and the whole classified for assessment of 
duty as an entirety, or whether the division should be made for assess- 
ment of duty in thp manner suggested by the appraiser. 

In reply, I have to state that if the ca^es are the usual cases in which 
cornets are contained, the question would seem to be covered by De- 
partment's decision of January 13, 1874, (Synopsis 1763.) 

In that case prayer-books and hymnals were imported in leather 
oases, and the whole was regarded as an entirety, the value of the cases 
being added to that of the books, and the duty appropriate to books 
was assessed thereon. 

Upon the assumption that the cases are the ordinary cornet-cases, 
the Department is of opinion that the principle laid down in decision 
Ifo. 1763 should govern. 

The decision of the Department of September 4, 1875, (2427,) men- 
tioned in the appraiser's report, related to violin-cases imported sepa- 
rately from the violins, and therefore has no bearing on the question ^ 
now under consideration. 

The invoice submitted is herewith returned. 
Eespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BostOUy MaSS. 



(3156.) 
Scrap German Silver—Duty cm. 

Tbbasuby Depabtmbnt, March 21, 1877. 

SiB: I transmit herewith a letter from the collector at New York, 
enclosing the invoice and transportation entry of one case of scrap 
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Q^rman silver, imported at your port December 3, 1876, and transported 
thence in bond to New York. 

The article in question, it appears, was classified at yoar port as 
subject to duty at the rate of 40 per cent., under the provision in 
Schedule E, section 2504, Revised Statutes, for << articles not otherwise 
l)rovided for, made of • ♦ ♦ German silver," while at New York, 
it was classified as subject to duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad 
valorem, under the provision in Schedule M, for " albata, unmanufac- 
tured.'' 

The classification made at New York seiems to be correct, upou the 
facts stated, and you are directed to amend the transportation entry 
accordingly, and forward it, with the invoice, to the collector at that 
port. 

Please return the letter of the collector at New York, with a report 
of your action in the premises. 

Respectfully , 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 

Asmtatit Secretary, 

OOLLECTOE OF CUSTOMS, Suspension Bridge^ N, Y, 



(3157.) 
Home Port of Vessels. 

Tbbasuby Department, March 22, 1877. 

Sm : I am in receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, stating that 
you understand that ports where marine documents are issued are the 
only ports recognized by law as hailing ports; and as Wilmington, 
New Castle, and Seaford are tlie only ports in your district where marine 
documents are issued, you ask if you are correct in hQlding that they 
are the only ports to be inserted in such documents as hailing ports. 

I reply, that the Department recognizes no place as a hailing place 
unless it is a port established by law; and, under the law, the home 
port of a vessel is the port where her papers are issued. 
Very respectfully. 

By order: H.F.FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
COLLBOTOE OF CUSTOMS,. Wilmi7igtonj Del, 
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(3158.) 

Importation of Idve-Stock, 

Tekasuby Department, March 22, 1877. 

The prevaleDce of the riuderpest in Germany, and of that malady 
and the foot and month disease in England, has led this Department 
to prohibit the importation of neat-cattle and the hides of neat-cattle 
from those countries into the United States. 

By reason of the proximity of Holland and Belgium to Germany, 
and of Ireland to England, the prohibition is hereby extended to em- 
brace such importations from those countries. 

The Department is informed that the riuderpest is infectious as well 
as contagious, and that sheep, horses, and swine may be media for its 
communication. It is also understood that the litter upon which those 
animals sleep spreads the disease. 

While the Department has no authority under the law to prohibit 
the importation of horses, sheep, and swine, it desires that all meas- 
ures practicable be taken on the arrival of such animals from the 
countries named to prevent the possibility of contagious diseases being 
communicated thereby to stock in the United States. 

It is suggested that horses, sheep, and swine coming from any of the 
countries named, be examined by experts, and, if necessary, quaran- 
tined for a reasonable time ; to which I apprehend that importers, as 
a rule, wilt offer no special objection, as it is to the interest of all con- 
cerned to prevent the spread of this disease in the United States. 

Ton will take such action in cases of this character as in your judg- 
ment may be necessary. 

Blooded stock coming from the countries named may be admitted when 
accompanied by a consular certificate of non-infection, as authorized 
by Department's letter of the 16th of March last, it being presumed 
that such stock is selected with care, and that it would not be taken 
from herds which are infected with the diseases mentioned. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary, 

GOU^OTOBS AND OTHER OFFIOEBS OF THE CUSTOMS. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 

(3159.) 
Maehineryfar Ma/nufacture 6/ the Fibre of the Bamie, Jute^ or Flax. 
Trbasuby Dbpabtment, March 23, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 27th 
ultimo, relating to certain machinery for the maaufactare of jnte, im- 
ported by Messrs. Bachanan & Lyall, per '^ Queen,'^ October 21 and 
December 8, 1875; per << Egypt,'' December 30, 1875; and per '< Cale- 
donia," November 24, 1875. 

It appears that this machinery was entered free of daty, but thai 
the entries were snbseqnently liquidated as liable to duty, such duty 
amounting in the aggregate to $21,154 95, none of which has been 
yet paid. 

In the report of the appraiser, dated June 10, 1876, he states that 
the machinery in question is not an << assembling of several machines 
previously in use, but a complete system, exclusively adapted to the 
manufacture of yam or twine from the jute fibre, to be woven«into 
burlaps for the formation of oil-cloths, &c., and that the drawings, 
plaps, and patterns for this machinery are of English origin, and 
essentially different from any heretofore in use in the United States." 

He states, further, that an attempt to work hemp in combination with 
jute in this machinery resulted in the destruction of the cards -and 
other damage to the machinery'; and in his letter of June 28, 1876, he 
reports that he is entirely satisfied, after an examination of other ma- 
chinery, and conference with manufacturers of machinery in this 
country, that the machinery in question is entitled to free entry under 
the act of February 8, 1875. 

This opinion is reiterated in his report upon the subject, dated 
August 25, 187B. 

A report has also been received from the United States appraiser at 
Philadelphia, who states that his examiner of machinery saw the 
ihachinery in operation at the International Exhibition, and is of 
opinion that it could not be adapted to the manufacture of any material 
other than jute. 

In the Depactment^s letter, dated the 5th of April, 1876, relating to . 
these cases, you are informed that it was deemed proper that no. 
measures should be taken for the collection of the liquidated duties 
until the question involved could be more fully considered. 

You are now informed that, upon the facts stated, the Department 
has concluded that the machinery is entitled to exemption from duty 
under the act of February 8, 1875. 

You will therefore reliquidat^ the entries accordingly. 
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It is obvioas that only machinery of a very peculiar constractipn 

would be entitled to free entry under the provisions of the statute cited, 

for ^^faAl machinery not now manufactured in the United Sta*tes, adapted 

exclusively to manufacturcH from the fibre of the ramie, jute, or flax.'' 

This decision will not, therefore, be treated as a precedent for any other 

cases not specially considered by the Department; 

Respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
CoLLBOTofi o^ Customs, New York. 



(3160.) 
Hair-Nets^ Brooches^ and Watch-Keys — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, March 23, 1877, 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, 
submitting the appeal (3635 e) of Messrs. Strasburger, Pfeiffer & Co. 
from your assessment of duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem 
on certain watch-keys and brooches, and at the rate of 60 per cent, ad 
valorem on certain hair-nets, imported by them per <* Parthia," Janu- 
ary 9, 1877, the appellants claiming that the watch-keys and brooches 
are entitled to entry at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, under the 
provision in Schedule M, Revised Statutes, for '< all other jewelry," and 
that the h^ir-nets, being composed of silk and india-rubber, are entitled 
to entry at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in 
said schedule for ^< manufactures of india-rubber and silk," or as << man- 
ufactures of which silk is the component material of chief value." 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the watch- 
keys were composed of brass and iron, and were returned as manu- 
factures of brass and iron," subject to duty at the rate of 35 per cent, 
ad valorem, under the provision therefor in Schedule E, Revised Stat- 
utes ; that the brooches were composed of black, glass and iron, and 
were classified as <' imitation of jet," under Department's decision of 
July 30, 1873, (Synopsis 1640 ;) and that, upon a careful re-examination 
of the hair-nets, the silk-experts of that office are of opinion that they 
were properly classified as subject to duty at the rate of 60 per cent, 
ad valorem, under the provisions of section 1, act of February 8, 1875. 

The Department, upon consideration, is of opinion t^at all the goods 
in question were properly classified, and your assessment of duty 
thereon is hereby affirmed. 

ReispectfuUy, 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary^ 

COIiLBOTOR OF CusTOMB, New lorJk. 
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(3161.) 
Tapiooa Flour — Free Entry of. 

Tbbasuby Department, March 23, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of Janaary 16 
last, submitting the appeal (2972 e) of Mr. C. Wakefield from your as- 
sessment of duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
tapioca flour imported by him, per ^^Marmion," from Singapore, De- 
cember 28, 1876, and claimed to be entitled to free entry under the 
provision for " tapioca,'' in the free list, Jievised Statutes. 

It appears, upon investigation, that tapioca is prepared in three 
forms, namely, flake, pearl, and flour, and that these terms do not in- 
dicate any substantial difference in the character or quality of the 
article, but merely indicate its form or appearance. 

The Department is of opinion that the tapioca flour in question is 
entitled to free entry, as claimed by the importer, and you are author- 
ized to readjust the entry accordingly, and to forward a certified state- 
ment for the refund of the duties exacted thereon. 

Respectfully, 



COLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Boiton^ MoSi. 



JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 



(3162.) 
Dried Lichi Fruit — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, March 23, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, 
submitting the following appeals from your assessment of duty at the 
rate of 2 cents per pound on certain dried lichi fruit, which was clas- 
sified for duty under the provision in Schedule M, section 2504, Revised 
Statutes, for " nuts of all kinds, not otherwise provided for," the ap- 
pellants claiming that the article is entitled to entry at the rate of 10 
Per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in said schedule for << green, 

ripe, or dried fruits, not otherwise provided for." 

• • • • • • • 

It appears, upon investigation, that the article in question is a fruit 
which grows in clusters on a small bush, the skin or outer covering of 
which is of a bright-red color, soft and pliable when ripe ; that, on be- 
ing sun-dried for exportation, the skin becomes hard and brittle, some- 
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what resembliQfl^ the shell of a nat ; and that the article is known com- 
mercially as fruit, both in the green and dried state. 

The Department is therefore of opinion that the claim of the 
importers is well founded, and you are hereby authorized to readjust 
the entries accordingly, and to forward certified state^ments for the 
refund of the excess of duties exacted thereon. 
Bespectfhlly, 

JOHN SHBEMAN, 

Secretary. 
GoLLBOTOB OF OusTOMB, SoH Fro/ncisoOy Odl. 



(3163.) 
Watch-JeweU, 

Tbbastjby Department, March 23, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 23d ultimo, 
in reference to the difference of opinion between the appraisers at your 
port and New York, as to the proper classification of certain pallet- 
slabs and pin slabs, imported at New York, and transported thence 
in bond to your port under transportation bond No. 78. . 

The articles in question, it appears, are small pieces of garnet, cut 
in such forms as are used only for watch-jewels. They were classified 
for duty at New York under the provision in Schedule M, Bevised 
Statutes, (Heyl, 1396,) for " watch-jewels," while the appraiser at your 
port classified them for duty under the provision in said sched ale for 
^< parts of watches," and cites the Department's decision of March 21, 
1876, (Synopsis 2720,) in support of such classification. 

From examination of the samples submitted by the appraiser, the 
Department is of opinion that the classification made at New York is 
correct, and you will therefore be governed accordingly. 

The decision cited by the appraiser referred to articles invoiced as 
^^pins," which were returned as " parts of watches," and in the absence 
of samples for re-examinatlon, or other proof in support of the claim 
that they were in fact " watch jewels," the return was accepted as cor- 
rect, and the decision of the collector afi&rmed. 

Eespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 



OOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, ChicogOj lU. 



A89i8tant Secretary. 
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(3164.) 
Vessels putting into a Port in Distress — Payment of Fees. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtmex^t, March 24, 1877. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, stating that 
a Tessel from the West Indies, with a cargo of molasses, bound to 
Portland, Maine, wa« compelled, through stress of weather, to put into 
your port for repairs, and the master was permitted to unload the 
cargo. The cargo has all been reladen on the vtessel, to be taken to 
her destination, and you ask if the entry-fee can be collected by yoo, 
Norfolk being the first port at which she arrived. 

I reply, that this vessel, having entered at your port in distress, is 

to be regarded as still on her voyage, in accordance with prior rulings 

of the Department ; and her master should pay only the charge for 

storing and safe-keeping the merchandise and the fees to the officers. 

No entry-fee should, therefore, be exacted by you. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. PEENOH, 

Astistant 8eeretary. 
CoiXBOTOB OF Customs, Norfolk^ Va. 



(3165.) 
Weighing-Fees on Potatoes. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, March 26, 1877. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, reporting 
further in the case of the appeals of JMLessrs. Dovale & Co. against the 
payment of weighing-fees of 3 cents per 100 pounds on certain potatoes 
imported by them and ezi>orted. You state that the fee of 3 cents per 
100 pounds was assessed under section 3024 of the Bevised Statutes, 
and that the goods, although subject to a specific duty, are weighed 
upon arrival, and that the duty is taken upon the bushdl of 60 pounds. 

I reply that potatoes wre not named among the weighable articles 
in the section cited, and therefore no fee for weighing them should be 
charged. You are authorized to prepare and transmit the usual certi- 
fied statetuent in the case, in order that the money may be refunded, 
amounting to $22.50, $81, and $166.92; making, together, $270.42.. 

Very respectfully. 

By order : H. F. FEBNOH, 



CaLUBOTOB OP OuBTOKB, New York. 



Auietani Secretary. 
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(3166.) 
Landing Certificates of Merehandiee Exported. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, March 26, 1877, 

It haft been represented to this Department that shippers of goods 
exported from this country nnder, bond, without pajinent of customs 
duties or inlernal taxes, or with benefit of drawback after payment of 
duties or taxes, send out with the consignment blank certificates (to 
be filled up in the foreign country) which do not contain any form for 
the certificate of a foreign customs officer that the goods have been 
landed. 

By referring to the Executive Order, dated the 8th of August last, 
and to the Circular, Ko. 6, of the State Department, amendatory 
thereof, both published as No. 3069, in the printed .decisions of this 
Department, you will observe that the certificate of the foreign revenue 
officer, to the effect that the goods have been duly landed and entered 
at the foreign custom-house, must be presented to the consul of the 
United States, whenever practicable, before the latter can sigh the 
landing certificate. 

The form for the foreign officer's certificate, which is similar to that 
issued in the case of exported snuff and tobacco, will be found in the 
Circular No. 6, above cited, and collectors are instructed to bring 
the regulations upon the subject to the attention of shippers concerned. 

In other respects the form of landing certificate prescribed by the 
Begulationsof 1874, published by this Department, remains unchanged. 

JOHN SHEBMAN» 

Seoretary. 

CoUiSOTOBS OF Customs and others. 



(3167.) 
Manufaeturee of Jute — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, March 26, 1877. 

Snt: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, 
submitting the appeal (3424 «) of Messrs. Bhind, Orierson &.£mslie. 
from your assessment of duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem 
on certain manu&ctures of jute imported by them, per <* California," 
December 4, 1876, and claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 
30 per cent, ad valorem, as << burlaps." 
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It appears from the special report of the appraiser, sabmitted by 
yoa, that the article in question is a single- warp manofactare of jate, 
valned at 2} and 2| pence sterling per linear yard, weighing 15 oances 
to the linear yard in the width of 41 inches; that it is a burlap so far 
as the mode of manufacture is concerned, but is specially adapted, by 
its exceptional weight, to the manufacture of bags, or for bagging 
purposes, and is to be used for enveloping bags of coffee for inland 
transportation. 

It appears further that it was classified for duty under the provision 
in Schedule C, Revised Statutes, for '*bags, cotton bags, and bagging, 
and all other like manufactures, not herein otherwise provided for, 
(except bagging for cotton,) composed wholly or in part of flax, hemp, 
jute, gunny-doth, gunny-bags, or other material." 

From said report, and an examination of the sample submitted by 
the appraiser, the Department is of opinion that the article in question 
is entitled to classification as '< burlaps," and that the claim of the im- 
porters is well founded. 

You are therefore authorized to adjust the entry accordingly, and to 

forward a certified statement for the refund of the excess of duties 

.exacted thereon'. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Asiistant Secretary. 
CoLLBCTOR OF CUSTOMS, Netc York. 



(3168.) 
Cobalt Crystals and Lupulinum — Duty on, 

Teeasuby Depabtmbnt, March 26, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, 
reporting on the appeal (3366 e) of Brueckner & Koenigsheim from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain so-called metallic arsenic and lupulinum, imported per ^^ Dag- 
mar," January 16, 1877, both of which articles, the importers claim, 
are exempt from diity, the first named under the provision for <'ore of 
cobalt," and 'the second as ^'flowers, &c., for medicinal purposes,-in a 
crude state," provided for in the free list. It appears, from the special 
report of the appraiis^r, that the so-called metallic arsenic is neither 
" ore of cobalt" nor " arsenic,", both of which are specified in the free 
list, but is the article commercially known as << cobalt crystals," which. 
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bj Department's decisioa of August 24, 1876, (Synopsis 2946,) was.held 
to be dutiable at the rate of 20 -per cent, ad valorem, under the provis- 
ion in Schedule M, for " mineral substances in a crude state, not other- 
wise provided for." 

The appraiser reports that the lupulinum is not in the form of flowers 
or seeds, but is a powder obtained by rubbing or threshing and sifting 
the hops. McElrath's Commercial Dictionary, page 304, describes the 
article as small granules or yellowish powder, found on the surface of 
hops, obtained by threshing and sifting the hops. 

The article, therefore, cannot be classified under the provision in the 
free list for " flowers, leaves, plants, roots, barks, and seeds for medici- 
nal purposes, in a crude state, not otherwise provided for," as it is not 
in the form of any of the articles mentioned. 

The appraiser classifies it as a crude drug. Webster defines a drug 
as ^' any animal, vegetable, or mineral substance used in the composi- 
tion of medicines." 

It is the opinion of the Department, therefore, that, as the article is 
intended for use in the manufacture of medicines, it was properly 
classified as a crude drug, at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, under 
that clause of Schedule M which provides for drugs, medicinal and 
other crude, not otherwise provided for. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

^ Respectfully, 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 



CoLLBOTOE OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



.(3169.) 
Mock Jewelry — Duty on. 

Treasuey Depaetmbnt, March 27, 1877. 

SiE : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 23d of Octo- 
ber last, transmitting the appeal (2095 c) of Wilson Bros, from your 
decision assessing duty at the rates of 35 and 45 per cent, ad valorem, 
respectively, on certain so-called mock jewelry imported into your port, 
via New York, on the 26th of September last, which the importers 
claim to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

An inspection of samples and the special report of the appraiser 
show that the goods consist of articles of personal ornament, such as 
sleeve-buttons, scarf-rings, and pins, manufactured of shell; watch- 
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chains, mannfactared of steel; and scarf-rings and sleeve-battous, 
maunfaotored of brass; none of them, however, possessing the charac- 
teristics which usually attend the articles specified in the provision in 
: Schednle M, for " precious stones and jewelry,'' as they are simply 
inanufactnres of the materials /mentioned, without being set with pre- 
cious stones or imitations thereof. 

The Department, therefore, in accordance with its previous decisions , 
on goods of like character, (see ruling of March 11, 1876, Syi|opsis 
2702, on brass sleeve-buttons,} rejects the claim of the importers, that 
the goods in question are dutiable as mock or imitation jewelry, for 
which there is no special provision in the tariff, -and holds that the 
articles are dutiable according to the respective materials composing 
the same. 

Your decision is therefore fkffirmed. 
EespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. PRBNOH, 



COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Chicago, lU. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3170.) 
Fr^ared Natural Mineral Waters — Duty on, 

Treasuby Dbpaetmbnt, March 27, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2l8t instant, 
transmitting a special report of the appraiser at your port in relation 
to the difference of opinion between himself and the collector of cus- 
toms at Suspension Bridge as to the classification of certain mineral 
water transported in bond to your port. 

It appears that said merchandise was classified at Suspension Bridge 
as "mineral or medicinal water, artificial,'' at a duty of 3 cents for 
each bottle and 2tf per cent, ad valorem, while the appraiser at your 
port returns it as a natural mineral water, free of duty. 

From the papers transmitted, it would seem that the mineral water 
in question is '* St. Catharine concentrated water," which is obtained 
by boiling the natural water as obtained from the St. Catharine's well, 
and that it is put up in small bottles or vials containing one-fourth of 
a pint each. It is also understood that the article in such condition is 
not used as a beverage, like the ordinary natural mineral waters, but as 
a medicine or specific for the curie of certain diseases, and that each 
bottle is accompanied with printed directions as to its use. 
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Upon this statement of facts, it is held that snch water is not in- 
claded under the provision in the tree list for << mineral waters, all, not 
artificial," neither can it be classified as artificial mineral water, as 
held by the collector of customs at Suspension Bridge, as the mere 
process of boiling does not make it an artificial mineral water. It 
would appear to be more in the nature of a medicinal preparation ; 
and the Department therefore holds that its prox>er classification is as 
a medicinal preparation not otherwise provided for, subject to duty at 
the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem, under Schedule M. 

You will therefore be governed accordingly. 

A copy of this letter will be transmitted to the collector of customs 
at Suspension Bridge for his information. 

The invoice and entry are herewith returned. 

Eespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New YorJc. 



(3171.) 
Wools — Duty on, 

Tbeabuby Depabtment, March 28, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, 
in which you transmit a communication from Mr. G. F. Fairbanks, on 
behalf of the Bigelow Garpet Gompaoy, relative to an importation of 
wool made by them into your port from Eosario. 

From the papers submitted, it appears that the wool in question was 
purchased December 15, 1875, ^t a price, when converted into United 
States money, above 12 cents per pound. The invoice correctly repre- 
sents the price actually paid. At the date and place of exportation, 
however, the wholesale price or actual market value of that description 
of wool was less than 12 cents per pound, and Mr. Fairbanks requests 
that the appraiser be instructed to ascertain, estimate, and appraise 
the true market value of the wool at the time and place of exportation. 
If the dutiable value shall be found to be 12 cents or less per pound 
the duty will be 3 cents per pound, and if over 12 cents per pound the 
duty will be 16 cents per pound; the wool being of the third class, as 
specified in Schedule L. 

, In regard thereto I have to state that the principle involved in this 
case is substantially similar to that presented in the case of Kimball 
V8. The Gollector, 10 Wallace, p. 43,6. 
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That case arose ander the act of March 3, 1857, which imposed an 
ad-)Valdrem daty of 24 per cent, on unmanafactnred wool, but exempts 
from daty such wool when of the valae of 20 cents per pound or less 
at'the place of exportation. The cost of the wool at the time of pur- 
chase was over 20 cents per pound, but at the time of shipment its 
abtual market value was less than 20 cents per pound. At the request 
of the collector the appraisers made a statement to him in writing^, 
which they expressly declared was not an ofQcial appraisement, in 
which they stated that the market value of the wool at the time it wa» 
exported was 8 pence and 3 fjBirthings per pound, at which value the 
wool would have been entitled to free entry. 

In passing upon that case the court (Clifford, Justice) said : <* Ap- 
praisers, it is said, are to appraise, estimate, and ascerl^in the true 
marW value of such imports, whether of greater or less value than 
that expressed in the invoice and entry, but'the decisive answer to 
that suggestion is that their duties are regulated by the act of Con- 
gress under which they act, and inasmuch as it is provided that the 
duties shall not, under any circumstances, be assessed upon an amount 
less than the invoice or entered value, it is clear that the appraisers 
have no authority to make any such appraisement as that which they 
were requested to make by the collector.'^ 

Section 2900 of the Eevised St;atutes provides that the duty shall in 
no case be assessed upon an amount less thai^ the invoice or entered 
value; and, applying the ruling of the court in the case cited to the 
present, the Department holds that it Is uot competent for the appraiser 
to appraise the wool in question at less than the cost price stated in 
the invoice; this ruling being also sustained by decision I^o. 1768,. 
dated January 19, 1874. The fact that the wool referred to in the case 
of Kimball vs. The Collector was subject to ctd valorem duty when the 
value was more than 20 cents per pound, and that the wool in the 
present case is subject to a speoifio duty is not material, as' the question 
before the court was, whether the wool was free of duty or was liable 
to duty ; and the question in the present case is analagous thefeto^ 
namely, whether it shall be subject to duty at 3 or 6 cents per pound. 

The invoices are herewith returned. The warehouse entry which 
you state accompanied your letter was not found on the letter being 
opened at the Department. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary of the Treasvry. 

COLLBOTOR OF CUSTOMS, Boston, MoSS. 
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(3172.) 
Pattemtf — Duty an. 

Treasubt Department, Mareh 28, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of yoar letter of the 28th of No- 
vember last, further reporting on the apx>eal (621 e) of W. H. Horst- 
mann & Sons from your decision assessing duty at the rates of 50 per 
cent, ad valorem on certain embroidered patterns, and 35 per cent, ad 
valorem on certain paper patterns imported x>er << Hapsbnrg," March 
29, 1876. 

From the special reiK>rt of the appraiser, and an inspection of sam- 
ples, it appears that the embroidered patterns consist of pieces of cot-' 
ton canvas fancifully embroidered with beads, and intended for use 
in the manufacture of tops of pin-cushions, &c. It also appears that 
beads are the leading feature, and that the articles are commercially 
known as ^' bead embroideries.'' 

The Department, therefore, is of opinion that the goods were prop- 
erly subjected to duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem, under the 
provision in Schedule M, for ^<all beads and bead ornaments, except 
amber." 

It also appears that the paper patterns in q^estion are neither 
"printed matter" nor "engravings," within the definition of those 
terms, as heretofore prescribed by the Department, but are subject to 
duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, as " manufactures of paper," 
under Department's decision of August 29, 1876, (Synopsis 2950.) 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 
Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 



COLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New TorJc. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3173.) 
Cheap Musical Boxes— Duty an. 

Tbeasubt Depabtment, Mareh 29, 1877. 

. Sib : The Department has received your letter, dated the 21st instant, 
submitting the appeal (3659 e) of Messrs. Baldwin Bros. & Co. from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem oa 
certain musical boxes imported by them, per '"Celtic," January 30, 
1877. 
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The special report of the appraiser, also sabmitted, shows that the 
boxes cost aboat 20^ cents each, and that they consist of painted 
cylindrical cases, from 3 to 4 inches in diameter, and from 2 to 3 inches 
deep, containing the musical apparatus, which plays one tane, when 
operated, by tarning a crank attached to the graduated cylinder. 

By letter of October 12, 1875, (printed, 2466,) the Department decided 
that instruments apparently manufactured for use as toys, and gener- 
ally devoted to such use, should be classified as toys. 

In the present case it appears, from the limited powers of the instru- 
ment, their low price, and the description given by the appraiser, that, 
in accordance with the decision referred to, they should be classified 
as toys, or as assimilating thereto, at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem, 
and not as musical instruments, at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



OoLLECTOE OF Customs, JVetr York, 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3174 ) 
Oerman- Silver Watch- Chains — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, March 30, 1877. 

Sir : The Department has under consideration the appeal (3026 e) 
of James Powell from your assessment of duty on certain German- 
silver watch-chains imported per "Abyssinia,'' at New York, and 
shipped under im mediate- transi^ortation bond No. 4597 to your port, 
said appeal being the subject of your rei>ort of the i7th of January 
last. 

it appears that you classified the articles in question under the pro- 
vision of Schedule B, for " articles • • • of • • * German 
silver," at a duty of 40 per cent, ad valorem, the claim of the appellant 
being that they are "jewelry," and subject to duty under the pro- 
vision therefor in Schedule M, at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

In reply, you are informed that German silver, being an alloy of 
certain of the base-metals, articles of personal ornament, such as 
studs, sleeve-buttons, bracelets, and watch-chains, made therefrom, 
and not set with precious stones or imitations thereof, are excluded 
from -classification as jewelry, in accordance with the principle enun- 
ciated in Department's decision of the 27th instant, on the appeal 
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(20956) of Wilson Bros, from your assessment of dnty on certain so- 
called ** mock jewelry." 

The rale thus laid down does not operate to exclude articles of per- 
sonal ornament, when made of precious metals, from classification as 
jewelry, even though not set with precious stones or imitations 
thereof. 

In the absence of any other special provision of the tariff for the 

watch-chains in question, they were properly classified by you as afoFC- 

said, and your decision is therefore affirmed. 

EespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FEENOH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
GOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Chicago^ 111. 



(3175.) 
Ground Myrobolan Nuts — Duty on, 

Treasubt Depabtment, Mareh 30, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (34016) of John Grimshaw from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on certain ground 
myrobolan imported into your port, which the importer claims is free 
of duty, under the provision in the free list for << berries, nuts, and 
vegetables for dyeing, or used for composing dyes, not otherwise pro- 
vided for.'' 

The merchandise in question is in the nature of a flour or meal, and 
is manifestly not a berry, nut, or vegetable, and therefore, although 
manufactured from a nut, is not exempt from duty under the said pro- 
vision of law. Althongh it may be used principally for dyeing pur- 
poses, it cannot be classified under the further provision in the free list 
for "articles in a crude state used in dyeing or tanning, not otherwise 
provided for," for it is not in a crude state. 

In the opinion of the Department, tlie merchandise was properly 
subjected to duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, under the 
provision in section 2516 of the Revised Statutes, for articles manu- 
factured in whole or in part, not otherwise provided for. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

EespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
OOLLBCTOB OP CUSTOMS, Providence, B, 2. 
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(3176.) 

Strings for MuHcallnstrumenU. 

Tebasuey Depabtment, March 30, 1877. 

SiE: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 13th ultimo, 
transmitting a report from the appraiser as to the practice at your port 
in relation to the classification of strings for musical instruments, of gut 
and metal, which have metal as the component material of chief value. 

It appears that such strings are classified at your port as>^ parts of 
musical instruments," and charged with a duty of 30 per cent, ad 
valorem, under the provision of Schedule M, for " musical instruments,'^ 
in accordance with Department's decision of August 28 and I^ovembei 
20, 1876, (Synopsis 2416 and 2610.) 

These decisions seem to recognize such strings as musical instru- 
ments, or as assimilating thereto, for the purposes of the tariff, there 
being no special provision for parts of musical instruments. 

In Department's decision of August 17, 1876, (Synopsis 6926,) fixing 
the dutiable classification of strings, for musical instruments, of silk, 
or of which silk is the component material of chief value, without any 
admixture of cotton, flax, wool, or w^rsted^ it was held that such 
strings are ^' in no sense musical instruments." 

Although the decision in thai: case, that the strings should be classi- 
fied as manufactures of silk, or of which silk is of chief value, was 
based upon the ground that the provisions of the act of February 
8, 1876, should control as against prior tariff legislation, including that 
which imposes duty upon musical instruments, the statement that such 
strings are not to be regarded as musical instruments applies with 
equal force to strings which do not have silk as a component material 
of chief value. 

There being no special provision of law for parts of musical instru- 
ments, the Department, in applying the principle referred to above, 
holds that strings for musical instruments, composed of metal and gut, 
which have metal as chief value, should be classified under Schedule 
E, as manuiactures of which metal is a component material of chief 
value, dutiable at the rate of 36 per cent, ad valorem. 

Ton will therefore be governed accordingly. 
Eespectfully, 

JOHNSHERMAK, 

Secretary, 

CoLLECTOE OF CUSTOMS, Ncw Tork. 
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(3177.) 
3ntry of Free Goods. 

Tbsasuby Dbpabtmbnt, March 30, 1877. 

SiB: The Departmeot is in receipt of your letter of the 28th. instant, 
reporting in relation to the practice existing at yonr port in the entry 
of free goods not accompanied by consular invoices. 

You state that your practice is to allow entry of such goods upon an 
uncertified invoice, upon the importer filing a bond to produce a con- 
sular invoice, and that then, if the appraiser reports the goods to be 
exempt from duty, to cancel the bond without requiring its condition 
to be fulfilled, and as authority for such practice, you cite the letters 
of the Department of August 19 and 26, 1874. 

In reply, you are informed that the letters in question related only 
to the case of statues, and other articles alleged to have been specially 
imported for the use of a church, and to personal effects, claimed/ to 
have been old and in use. They do not furnish authority for a general 
practice of the character mentioned. Aside from the cases mentioned 
in such letters of August 19 and 26, 1874, your practice will be gov- 
erned by the rule contained in De|)artment's letter of November 8, 

1872, (Synopsis 1278.) 

EespectfuUy, 

By order: H;. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
OoLLBCTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. . 



(3178.) 
Embroidered Flannel Strips — Duty on, 

Tebasuby Depabtment, March 31, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
reporting on the appeals (1947e and 21816) of Messrs. B. S. Jaft'ray & 
Co. from your assessment of duty at the rates of 50 cents per pound 
and 50 per cent, ad A'-alorem on certain embroidered flannel strips im- 
ported by them, per ''Frisia," August 23, and "Lessing," September 28, 
1876, and claimed to be entitled to entry at the rates. of 50 cents per 
pound and 36 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in Scliednle L, 
Eevised Statutes, for " all manufactures of wool of every description, 
made .wholly or in part of wool not herein otherwise provided for." 

It appears, from the report of the appraiser and an examination of 
9 
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the samples submitted, that the go(M8 in qnestion consist of strips of 
flannel of varioas widths, embroidered with silk, and nsed for trimming 
underskirts or petticoats; that the value of the wool or worsted is in 
excess of 25 per cent, of the value of the goods, and that they were 
classified for duty at the rates of 50 cents per pound and 50 per cent, 
ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule L, Be vised Statutes, for 
" dress-trimmings • • • made of wool, worsted, or mohair, or of 
which wool, worsted, or mohair is a component material. 

The Department is of opinion that such classification was correct, 
and your assessment of duty is hereby af&rmed. 

EespectluUy, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBCTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3179.) 
Oumership of Vessels. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, March 31, 1877. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, submitting 
to the Department the foUowing inquiries, viz: 

1st. If the owner of an enrolled vessel, or of any portion of such 
vessel, dies, and the portion so owned becomes immediately and abso- 
lutely the property of the heirs, does that change of ownership neces- 
sitate a renewal of enrolment, the same as would be required if trans- 
ferred by a bill of sale! 

2d. If, at the time of renewal of re^ster or enrolment, the portion 
of a vessel that belonged to a deceased owner is stiU in possession of 
the heir^, with the estate as yet undivided amongst them, what is the 
proper designation of that ownership in the new document! 

I reply, that the Department has decided that new papers need not 
be obtained in the case of vessels which come into the hands of executors 
or administrators by reason of the death of their owners, this not being 
deemed a change of property. The register or enrolment of a vessel 
belonging to the estate of a deceased person will, therefore, remain in 
force, until the executor or administrator shall convey the property to 
the heirs. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHEEMAN, 

Secretary. 
POB OF Customs, Belfast, Maine. 
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TO COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



Tbeasubt Depabtment, 

Washinfftan, 2>. 0., May 4, 1877. 

Tbe tblloAYiug Decisions of the Department for the month of April, 

1877, upon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress, relating 

to the Tariff, l^avigation, and other subjects, are published herewith 

for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

JOHN SHEEMAN, 

Secretary. 

[Omitted from March Decisious.] 

(3180.) 
Chronometer Boxes — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmekt, Mareh 28, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 23d instant, 
submitting the appeal (3692 c) of Messrs. Baldwin Bros. & Co. from . 
your assessment of duty at the rate of 36 per cent, ad valorem on cer- 
tain chronometer boxes, imported by them, per "Bus8ia,''May 22, 1874. 

It appears from your report, and that of the appraiser, that the 
articles in question were classified as manufactures of wood, and that 
duty thereon as aforesaid was assessed by you in accordance with De- 
X)artment's decision of August 3, 1858, in which it was held that chro- 
nometer boxes, imported sepai'ately from the chronometers, were not 
entitled to entry at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem, under the pro- 
vision of law for '* chronometers, box or ship's," and parts thereof, re- 
produced in Schedule M, Bevised Statutes, but were subject to duty at 
the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision of law for 
'' manufactures of cedar wood, grauadilla, ebony, mahogany, rosewood, 
and satin-wood," reproduced in Schedule K, Bevised Statutes. 

Your decision is hereby af&rmed. 
BespectfuUy, 

By order: H, F. FBENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 



COLLEGTOB OF CUSTOMS, New Tork. 
10 
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(3181.) 

Fresh Fish — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, April 2, 1877. 

SiB: The Department is in receipt of yoar letter of the 8tli nltimo, 
reporting upon the appeal (3420 e) of C. W. Ganthier from your assess- 
ment of duty at the rate of one-half cent per pound on certain fisli 
imported by him into your port, January 28, February 1, 8, 15, and IG 
last, and claimed to be entitled to free entry under the provision iii 
the free list, Bevised Statutes, for ^^fish, fr^sh, for immediate consump- 
tion.'^ 

It appears frt>m your report that it has been the practice at your 
port to admit to free entry, under the provision of law above cited, 
such fresh flsh only as were imported in quantities that could be con- 
sumed while fresh at or near your port ; and that the immjense quanti- 
ties of fish imported from Canada at your port. Suspension Bridge, 
and Buffalo, for shipment to New York and Philadelphia, is an indi- 
cation that they are intended for preservation and future use, and not 
for immediate consumption. 

The appeal of Mr. Gauthier covers the importation of 162,269 pounds 
of fish during the months of January and February last, and, upon 
consideration, the Department is of opinion that such large importa- 
tions would probably not be consumed immediately. 

Your assessment of duty on the importations of February 8, 15, and 
16, 1877, is hereby afBrmed. 
• . . • • • • • • 

EespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 



OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Detroit, Mich, 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3182.) 

Official Postage. 

Treasury Department, April 2, 1877. 
Sections 5 and 6 of the act entitled << An act establishing post-roads 
and for other purposes,'^ approved March 3, 1877, are as follows : 

<* Section 5. That it shall be lawful to transmit through the mail 
free of postage any letters, packages, or other matters relating exclu- 
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sively to the basiness of the Government of the United States : Pro- 
videdj That every such letter or package, to entitle it to pass free, shall 
bear over the words * official business' an endorsement showing also 
the name of the Department, and, if from a bureau or office, the names 
of the Department, and bureau or office, as the case may be, whence 
transmitted, and if any person shall make use of any such official 
envelope to avoid the payment of postage on his private letter, pack- 
age, or other matter in the mail, the person so offending shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and subject to a fine of three hun- 
dred dollars, to be prosecuted in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

'* Section 6. That for the purpose of carrying this act into effect, it 
shall be the duty of each of the Executive Departments of the United 
States, to provide for itself and its subordinate offices the necessary 
envelopes ; and in addition to the endorsement designating the De- 
partment in which they are to be used, the penalty for the unlawful 
use of these envelopes shall be stated thereon." 

To comply with the provisions of this act, envelopes, printed as re- 
quired by section 5, will be furnished upon requisition to all officers of 
this Department, to be used by them in the transmission of their offi- 
cial mail, instead of the official postage stamps supplied by the Depart- 
ment, and now in use. Officers will, however, continue the use of the 
official stamps until the stock on hand is exhausted, or until July 1, 
1877, at which date any stamps remaining on hand, unused, will be 
returned to the Department, and the account closed. 

All envelopes hereafter furuished to officers of the Department, upon 
their regular requisition for stationery made in conformity to existing 
circular instructions, will be printed as required by this act. No 
special requisition for envelopes need therefore be made. 

Until further notice, the registry fee on all official matter required 
to be sent by registered mail may be paid by affixing official postage 
stamps, in amount equal to the fee, to the package or packages con- 
taining such matter. Any officer or employ^ of this Department, or 
bureau, or office therewith connected, who shall make use of the en- 
velopes furnished for official purposes as herein provided, to avoid the 
payment of postage on his private letter, package, or other matter in 
the mail, shall, in addition to the penalty prescribed in section 5, be 

liable to dismissal from the service. 

JOHN 8HEEMAN, 

Secretary. 
Officers and Glebks of the Tbeasuby Department, 

And others tvham it mwy oancern. 
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(3183.) 

Alphabetical lAsts of Vessels. 

Tbbasuey Department, 
Register's Office^ Washington, D. 6\, April 2, 1877. 

Sir: I trausmit to you, to-day, a supply of blanks for alphabetical 
lists of vessels sailing on tbe first day of July, 1877, under documents 
issued by you prior to that date. 

They should account fully for the amount of tonnage reported out- 
standing in the tonnage returns for the quarter ended June 30, 1877. 
For that purpose, the entries and tlie Jootings should, he made under the 
different kinds of documents, f permanent register, temporary register, per- 
manent enrolment, temporary enrolment, and license, J 

Vessels documented at the same port should be reported tog:ether 
alphabetically, under the name of the i>ort, written in a strong, en- 
grossing hand. 

You will please endeavor to make the lists comi)lete and correct, 
sending separate lists of sailing, steam, canal-boats, and barges, wood 
and iron, and footing all before transmitting them. 

Si>ecial care should be taken in entering the rig, name, ofilcial num- 
ber, and tonnage of each vessel. 

In preparing the lists, you will use the following abbreviations: 

Side-wheel Ocean Steamers Sd. W. O. 

Propeller Ocean Steamers Prop. O. 

Side-wheel Eiver Steamers ^ ..... . Sd. W. 11. 

Stern-wheel Eiver Steamers St. W. 11. 

Propeller Eiver Steamers .Prop. E. 

In the class of '^Oceltn Steamers" you will include only those which 
have ship-like hulls, have no overhanging guards, and are capable of 
making transatlantic voyages ; all other steam- vessels, except << Lake 
Steamers," are to be classed as *' Eiver Steamers." 

Barges embrace all vessels, other than canal-boats, which have 
neither sails nor steam-power, and are propelled by tug-boats. 

In the column (marked '^ Eeg. Enr. or Lie") which shows the kind 
of document yon will use the following abbreviations: 

Permanent Eegister P. E. 

Temporary Eegister :T. E. 

Permanent Enrolment P. E. 

Temporary Enrolment T. E. 

License Lie. 
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In all cases of enrolled vessels, report the number, date, &c., of last 
enrolnientj and not of license. 

In every case, report in the proper columns when and where the ves- 
sel was* built. 

The blanks should not be shortened in any case, but returned in 
their original length. 

You are requested to commence at once the examination rendered 
necessary by this circular, and the preparation of the lists, that they 
may be forwarded by the Ist of July, or very soon thereafter. 
Yery respectfully, 

JOHN ALLISON, 

Begister. 

COLLEOTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



(3184.) 
Potatoes — Entry for Warehouse and Transportation in Bond. , 

Treasury Department, April 3, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, 
reporting as to whether potatoes are to be considered perishable arti- 
cles, and, as such, excluded from transportation in bond. 

Upon a review of the subject, the Department is of opinion that po- 
tatoes are, in their nature, so far perishable as to be excluded from the 
privilege of entry for warehouse and transportation in bond. 

Importations of tbat character, intended for consumption in the 
United States, will, therefore, hereafter be entered for consumption, 
with payment of the duty due thereon upon arrival ; and, if intended 
for transit through the United States, as appears by the invoice and 
bill of lading, a combined entry for immediate transportation and ex- 
portation should be made under the provision of article 31 of the 
Regulations of March 30, 1876, (Synopsis, 2171.) 

The privilege of such combined entry for transportation and exporta- 
tion will not include the privilege of putting such potatoes into ware- 
house for the purpose of repacking or assorting. 

You will make the practice at your port conform thereto. 
Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

OoLX'EaTOR OF CUSTOMS, Boston^ Mass. 
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(3185.) 
Old Printing Press. 

Treasury Dbpabtmbnt, April 4t, J.877. 

Gentlbmen: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the Slst 
ultimo, relative to its decision of the 23d ultimo, (on your appeal, 
309Xtf,) refusing to allow the free entry of an old printing press, alleged 
to be of American manufacture, imported from Canada. 

You ask that such decision be modified so as to allow the merchan- 
dise to be classified as scrap iron. 

In reply, you are informed that j'our request cannot be granted, as 
the printibg press in question, although it may be packed in parts and 
pieces for convenience in transportation, cannot be considered as com- 
ing within the provision for "scrap iron," w^hich relates to clippings 
and pieces of old iron. 

EespectfuUy, 



Messrs. R. Hoe <& Co., New York. 



H. F. FRENCH, 
Assistant Secretary. 



(3186.) 

Free Entry of BooJcSj Philosophical Instruments, dtc.,for Scientific and 
Educational Institutions. 

Treasury Department, April 5, 1877. 

Representations have been made to the Department that articles 
admitted to free entry under the provisions of the free list, Revised 
Statutes, which exempt from duty "books, maps, and charts, specially 
imported, not more than two copies in any one invoice, in good faith 
for the use of any society incorporated or established for philosophical, 
literary, or religious purposes, or for the encouragement of the fine 
arts, or for the use, or by the order, of any college, academy, school, 
or seminary of learning in the United States,'' and " philosophical and 
scientific apparatus, instruments, and preparations, statuary, casts of 
marble, bronze, alabaster or plaster of paris, paintings, drawings, and 
etchings, specially impovted in good faith for the use of anj^ society or 
institution incorpomted or established for philosophical, educational, 
scientific, or literary 'purposes, or encouragement of the fine arts, and 
not intended for sale, have in some instances been distributed or sold, 
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aud have passed out of the possession of the society or institution for 
which they were imported. You are therefore directed to inform the 
representatives of such institutions who may hereafter subscribe, at 
your port, the oath required in such cases, that the provisions of law 
above quoted are intended to inure exchisively to the benefit of the 
institutions for which the articles are imported, and that the subse- 
quent disposal by sale or distribution of such articles is contrary to 
the law, and renders them liable to seizure and forfeiture. 

The form of oath required in such cases will be amended so as to 
read as. follows: 
(Colleges, Schools, &c.) 

Port of . 



I, , do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear that ■ 



is located in the , and that the several articles imported by 

, in the , from , specified in the annexed 

entry, have been imported for the use of said as its permanent 

property, and are not intended for sale or distribution. 



Sworn to before me, this day of , 187—. 

, Deputy Collector, 

BespectfuUy, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Seeretary 
Collectors of Customs. 



(3187.) 
Withdrawal of 8ilks in Bond for Dyeing. 

Treasury Department, April.5j 1877. 

Article 736 of the Begulations of 1874 provides that silks in bond 
may be withdrawn from warehouse to be colored, printed, stained, 
dyed, painted, or stamped,, and that duties paid upon such withdrawal 
may be refunded on the return of the silks to the warehouse. 

These regulations were taken from the Begulations of 1869, and 
those in the latter from the General Begulations of 1857. 

By the act of May 22, 1824, section 4, such withdrawals, with benefit 
of drawback, were specificaUy provided for. 

That provision, however, appears to have been repealed by the gen- 
eral provision in section 5 of the act of March 3, 1849, which prohib- 
ited the allowance of drawback on goods after their withdrawal from 
the custody of the customs officers, except so far as related to pickled 
^sh and refined sugar. 
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The section cited of the latter act is reproduced in section 2978, Ee- 
vised Statutes, while the former act is omitted from said statutes, from 
Brightley's and from HeyPs Digests, and is marked " repealed'' in the 
authorized edition of the Statutes at Large. 

Article 736, therefore, does not appear to be now based on any stat- 
utory provision, and is hereby rescinded. 

Neither the dyeing nor redyeing of silks withdrawn from bond is 
such a manufacture thereof as would warrant the payment of draw- 
back under section 3019 of the Eevised Statutes. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

Collectors of Customs and others. 



(3188.) 
Tank Bottoms — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, April 6, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the. 29th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (3762 e) of B. Churchill & Co. from your de- 
cision assessing duty at the rates of 1^ cents per pound and 25 per 
cent, on certain tank bottoms imported into your port per " Susie J. 
Strout," March 1, 1877, which the importers claim should be classified 
as molasses, at a duty of 5 cents per gallon and 25 per cent, ad valoi^em. 

The question involved is one of fact, viz., as to whether the merchan- 
dise ife .ank bottoms or molasses, and it is determined by the importers 
themselves, who admit that, though of inferior quality, the merchan- 
dise is in fact tank bottoms, and is commercially known as such. 

Your decision, therefore, assessing duties at the rates prescribed by 

law for such merchandise, is hereby affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H.F.FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, Portland^ Maine. 

(3189.) 
Decision relating to Cases of Compromise. 

Treasury Department, April 5, 1877. 

• * * * * * * - 

The offer is $1,000 by sureties on a gauger's bond in satisfaction of 
their liabilities upon a judgment of $10,000, the amount of the bond. 
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No question is made but that the principal had violated the terms 
of his bond, had been proven guilty of a criminal breach of the law 
and of the conditions of his bond, and hacl been convicted and sen- 
tenced to fifteen months' imprisonment and a fine. Suit was commenced 
upon his bond, and judgment was entered by confession. 

There are no extenuating circumstances in favor of the principal of 
the bond, except the guilty participation of many others in his crime. 

This crime was a wholesale fraud and conspiracy, involving the loss 
of many millions of public revenue and wide betrayal of public trust 
that threatened the utter subversion of the revenue laws. If a case ever 
occurred of open, daring, and palpable violation of public duty, it was 
this conspiracy, known as the " St. Louis Whiskej^ King." The sureties 
are admitted on all hands to be free from the fraud and crime of their 
l)rincipal, but they did assume a pecuniary liability for him, and, in 
law, are holden to the full extent of their bond. They asserted their 
ability to pay the bond by signing it, and their legal liability is fixed 
by the judgment. Their legal duty is to pay the bond, and the Secre- 
tary ought not to relieve them from this liability, except for clear and 
conclusive reasons. 

The reasons given by them are : 

First That they have not property subject to execution. 

If so, the United States has no remedy upon them, and they are not 
likely to suffer. When they signed the bond they "justified" them- 
selves as able to pay the amount. Mere insolvency is not a sufl8cient 
excuse for a release from a penal bond, and their insolvency occurring 
since the filing of the bond is not sufficiently explained in the papers, 
and if it were, in my view, it would not change the case. 

Second, That their principal was pardoned for the crime of which 
he was convicted. 

The power of pardon rests with the President, and considerations 
may impel him to grant a pardon from imprisonment that will not 
apply to a pecuniary obligation. 

At all events, the granting of a pardon by him is not an argument 
for the release of a pecuniary liability by the Secretary, for the Presi- 
dent may have supposed the pecuniary liability was a> suflScient pun- 
isliment. 

Third. That judgments were rendered against the distillers for the 
taxes lost by the ganger's crime. 

The answer is, that tliese judgments have never been satisfied, and, 
.besides, no one can say that all the judgments combined measure the 
loss to the Govern ^lent by this conspiracy. 
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The real question presented turns upon the powers conferred on the 
Secretary by section 3469, Bevised Statutes, which is as follows : 

" Upon a report by a district attorney, or any special attorney, or 
agent having charge of any claim in favor of the United States, show- 
ing in detail the condition of such claim, and the terms upon which 
the same may be compromised, and recommending that it be compro- 
mised upon the terms so offered, and upon the recommendation of the 
Solicitor of the Treasury, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
to compromise such claim accordingly. But the provisions of this sec- 
tion shall not apply to any claim arising under the postal laws." 

This section confers a great power upon the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and is an appeal to his discretion. The recommendations of the 
district attorney and Solicitor of the Treasury are necessary to give him 
jurisdiction and power in the matter. They neither ought to control 
his judgment, nor does the law allow him to avoid his responsibility 
because their recommendation has given him jurisdiction. He must 
not yield to mere sympathy, but must be governed by substantial jus- 
tice and public policy. 

The section was manifestly intended to give a remedy by compro- 
mise for technical violations of law, for mere neglect or inadvertence, 
and, perhaps, for ex,cessive penalties, but admitted crimes, and plain, 
legal, and just liabilities should not be compromised, especially in rev- 
enue cases, where the results of fraud entail heavy losses of revenue. 

The tax on whiskey is so large in proportion to the value of the article 
manufactured that it furnishes the strongest temptation to evade the 
law. The tax can only be collected by strict enforcement of the law. 

The law is severe in its penalties and must be seyerely enforced. This 
is recognized in all countries where a similar excise tax is levied. 

A natural sympathy for the defendants, who are sureties, will not 
justify the Secretary in relieving them from a judgment, when by doing 
so he will defeat a wise public policy for the enforcement of the revenue 
laws. 

This is not a mere claim, such as is contemplated by the section, but 
is a judgment confessed upon a bond clearly violated by the commis- 
sion of a great crime by the principal. If the judgment cannot be 

collected, these sureties are not injured, while the release of the judg- 
ment would be of evil example. If the Secretary errs in this. Congress 
, can grant the necessary relief. If the law is wrong or too severe, Con- 
gress can remedy it ; but charged as he is with the execution of the 
revenue laws, the Secretary must insist upon their strict enforcement, 
and ,must refuse to yield to appeals to relieve these defendants from 
their liability. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHK SHERMAN, 

Seeretary, 
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(3190.) 
Killing of Fur-Animals in Alaska, 

Treasury Department, April 6, 1877. 

Sir: The^ Department is in receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, 
requesting a permit to engage in the killing of otter within the limits 
of Alaska Territory. 

In reply, I have to state that section 1956 of the Eevised Statutes 
provides that no person shall kill any otter, mink, marten, sable, fur- 
seal, or other fur-bearing animal, within the limits of Alaska Territory, 
or within the waters thereof, under pain of certain penalties therein 
enumerated. 

It further provides that the Secretary of the Treasury shall have 
power to authorize the killing of any such mink, marten, sable, or 
other fur-bearing animal, except fur-seals, under such regulations as 
he may prescribe, but that he shall not grant any special privileges 
under that section. 

Without at present deciding whether under such section of law this 

Department c^n, under any conditions, permit the killing of otter 

within the limits of Alaska Territory, I have to state that, in view of 

said provision of law, no permit can be given by this Department to 

any one person to engage in killing otter within the limits of Alaska 

Territory. 

Bespectfully, 

JOHK SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
Mr. A. S. TiBBEY, Washington, D. C. 



(3191.) 
Liquor — Quantities in which it ma/y he Imported, 

Treasury Department, April 6, 1877. 

Sir: This Department is in receipt of a letter from Special Agent 
O. L. Spaulding, inquiring whether brandy may be imported in casks 
of a capacity^ less than fourteen gallons, if such casks be contained in 
packages of more than fourteen gallons' capacity, and stating that in 
one case mentioned by him an application to enter less than fourteen 
gallons of liquor, contained in a cask of more than fourteen gallons' 
capacity, has been denied. 

I will thank yon to inform the special agent that, on the 18th of 
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July, 1871, the Department decided that the cask holding the liquor 
in immediate contact with its sides when imported, mast be of not less 
than fonrteen gallons' capacity* 

The same view of the law is taken in the decision of the Department 
of the 1st of September, 1876, (printed as No. 2962,) and no good reason 
is perceived for any modification thereof. 

When a cask containing the liquor in direct contact with its sides, 
as aforesaid, is of the required capacity, entry may be made thereof, 
even though it contains less than fourteen gallons of liquor. 

BespectfuUy, 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 



Assistant Secretary, 



OoLLEQTOB OF OusTOMS, Detroitj Mich. 



(3192.) 
Undervaltiation on Entry, 

Tbbasxjry Depabtment, April 10, 1877. 

Sib : From a letter addressed to this Department by the naval officer 
at your port, dated the 30th ultimo, it appears that an entry of certain 
steel made by Messrs. Davies, Turner & Co., mentioned in your report 
of the 13th of July last, has not yet been liquidated, the reason of the 
delay being that the naval officer is of opinion that an additional duty 
of 20 per cent, has accrued on the goods under section 2900 of the 
Revised Statutes. 

The facts in the case are, that in the entry a market value was given 
to the merchandise, and in addition certain charges and commissions 
were stated. To the net value stated in the entry, the appraiser made 
an addition for value, which was more than 10 per cent, of the net value 
declared in the entry 

la.determining whether the additional duty of 20 per cent, has ac- 
crued on the merchandise under section 2900 of the Revised Statutes, 
the question is presented whether the value declared in the entry, as 
mentioned in said section of law, should be held to include the charges 
stated therein. If the charges are included in the value, then the ad- 
vance made by the appraiser is less than 10 per cent, of the value 
declared in the entry. If the charges are to be excluded from such 
value, the advance is more than 10 per cent, of the valu6 declared in 
the entry. 
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The naval officer is of opinion that the entered valae of the goods is 
exclusive of the charges and commissions, and that consequently the 
goods are liable to tbe additional duty of 20 per cent, ad valorem, 
while you hold to the contrary opinion. 

In reply, I have to state that section 2900 of the Bevised Statutes 
has reference solely to the value of goods, exclusive of any charges and 
commissions ; and it provides that if the appraised value shall exceed 
by 10 per cent, the value declared on entry, then, in addition to the 
duty imposed by law on the same, there shall be collected an additional 
duty of 20 per cent, on such appraised value. 

Sections 2907 and 2908 of the Revised Statutes further provides that, 
in determining the dutiable <value of merchandise, there shall be added 
to the cost or general market viEdne certain charges and commissions, 
and that all additions made (by the appraiser) to the entered value of 
the merchandise for charges shall be regarded as part of the actual 
value of such merchandise; and that if such addition shall exceed by 
10 per cent, the value declared on entry, then, in addition to the duty 
imposed by law, there shall be collected a duty of 20 per cent, ad va- 
lorem on such value. 

In construing these sections of law, the Department has to state that 
if, under section 2900, the appraiser advances the naked value more 
than 10 per cent, of that stated in the entry, then an additional duty 
of 20 per cent, ad valorem accrues. Under sections 2907 and 2908, all 
charges added to the entered value — that is, the naked value — are to 
be regarded as part of the actual value of such merchandise. 

Therefore, an addition made by the appraiser, either for vi^ue or for 
charges, or for both, must, in the aggregate, exceed 10 per cent, of the 
total value, inclusive of charges and commissions stated in the entry, 
in order to justify the imposition of the additional duty of 20 per cent, 
ad valorem before mentioned. 

Upon this view of the case, the merchandise imported by Messrs. 

Davies, Turner & Go. is not liable to such additional duty, and the 

entry will therefore be liquidated accordingly. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary 
OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Ifew York. 
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(3193.) 
Maehhwry for the Manufacture of the Fibre of the Ramie^ Jute, or Flax, 

Treasury Department, April 10, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, 
reporting farther in reference to the appeals (3148 e and 3149 e) of 
Messrs. Barbour Bros, from your assessment of duty on certain ma- 
chinery imported by them, per "Celtic," February 9, and "China,'' 
March 3, 1876, and claimed to be exempt from duty under the provision 
in section 7, act of February 8, 1875, for " all machinery not now man- 
ufactured in the United States, adapted exclusively to manufactures 
from the fibre of the ramie, jute, or flax.'' 

It appear^ from the reports of the appraiser submitted by you that 
the machinery in question is used for the purpose of balling flax thread 
in tb peculiar manner, so that it may be used on sewing-machines with- 
out rewinding, and that the operation of balling the thread does not 
constitute a ^< manufacture" within the meaning and intent of the law. 

In this view the Department concurs, and your refusal to admit the 
machinery in question- to free entry, under the provision of law above 
quoted, is hereby affirmed. 

BespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FKENCH, 



CoLLEOTOR OP CUSTOMS, Neio Torlc.. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3194.) 
Woollen Shawls. 



Treasury Department, April 10, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (3739 e) of Messrs. John Y. Farwell & Co. from 
your assessment of duty at the rate of 50 cents per pound and 40 per 
cent, ad valorem on certain Shetland wool shawls, imported by them 
per " Illinois," via Philadelphia, February 23d last, and classified for 
duty at the above mentioned rates, under the provision in Schedule L, 
Eevised Statutes, for << clothing ready-made, and wearing apparel of 
every description, • • composed wholly or in part of wool, worsted, 
the hair of the alpaca goat, or other like animals, * * except knit 
goods." 
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The appellants claim that the shawls in qaestion are entitled to 
entry at the rate of 50 cents per pound and 35 per cent ad valorem, as 
^<knit goods," and upon investigation, and an examination of the sam- 
ples submitted by you, the Department is of opinion that their claim 
is well founded. 

You are therefore authorized to adjust the entry accordingly, and to 
forward a certified statement for the refund of the excess of duties 
exacted thereon. 
• • ■ • • • • • 

Bespectfulljy 

By order: H. F. FEENOH, 



OOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Chicago, III 



Assistant Secretary, 



(3195.) 
Horse Shears — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, April 11, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 22d ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (3679 e) of Moritz & Keidel from your assess- 
ment of duty at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem on certain so called 
horse shears imported by them per <^ Braunschweig,'' February 28, 
1877, and classified by the appraiser as ^' manufactures of steel,' not 
otherwise provided for." 

The importers claim that the shears in question are entitled to entry 
at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule 
M, Revised Statutes, for " cutlery of all kinds." 

The sample submitted by you differs from ordinary scissors or shears 
only in being slightly curved, and the Department is of opinion that 
the claim of the importers is well founded. 

You are therefore authorized to adjust the entry accordingly, and to 
forward a certified statement for the refund of the excess of duties. 

The sample is herewith returned. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H.F.FRENCH, 



Assistant Secretary. 



CoLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, Baltimore, Md. 
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(3196.) 

r 

Bedueiiom in the Value of Goods after Entry. 

Tbeabuby Depabtmbnt, 4pril 11, 1877. 

Sib : The Departmeat is in receipt of yoar letter of tbe 29th ultimo, 
lu which you enclose a report of the appraiser on the appeal (3498 0) 
of Mr. B. Worthington from your assessment of duty on the invoice 
and entered value of certain books imported by him per << California," 
October 21, 1876. 

From the papers in the case it appears that the books in question 
were invoiced at 42«. 6d. per set^ that the importer claims that, in order 
to meet a cert-aln competition in the American market, he notified the 
publishers that it would be necessary for them to reduce their price of 
the work to 30 shillings per set ; and that he publishers had agreed to 
such reduction before shipping the books in question. 

He further states that through a clerical error the invoice was inade 
out at 42«. 6d. per set, aiid the invoice was accordingly passed by the 
appraiser as correct The appraiser reports that, in view of the state- 
ment made by the importer, the correct value of the books was at the 
time the invoice was made out 30 shillings per set. 

The report of the appraiser also presents the question whether a 
value can be accepted as a basis for assessment of duty upon books 
which is less than the value for consumption in the country of export. 
He states that in many instances the publisher is compelled to pay a 
royalty to the author upon works sold for consumption in the country 
of export which is not paid when the books are exported. I think it 
clear that the dutiable value does not include such royalty. The ease 
is analagous to that of tea shipped to England, which, when withdrawn 
for consumption there, is charged with an excise tax, but is not pay- 
able when shipped from England to other countries. In that case the 
Department followed the ruling of Judge Blodgett, of the United States 
circuit court at Chicago, and held that the excise tax did not form part 
of the dutiable value of tea shipped from England to the United States. 

It does not appear, however, that the question as to whether the 
royalty forms part of the dutiable value is the main one in the case. 
The parties state that the publishers, in order to meet a certain com- 
petition in the American market, reduced the price of the books from 
42«. 6<2. to 30 shillings per set. If the price which the publishers real- 
ized from the books when sold for consumption in England was and is 
equal to 42«. M. per set, exclusive of royalty, then no less value than 
that sum can be accepted as a basis for assessmeut of duty. 
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It does not appear that the pablishers have reduced the pricQ of 

their books for consumption in England, or for shipment to countries 

other than the United States, and therefore the Department regards the 

invoice and entered value as representing the proper dutiable value. 

Your assessment of duty on such value is accordingly affirmed. 

Bespectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary, 
OoLLBCTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York, 



(3197.) 
Imitations of Jet. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, April 12, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, 
transmitting a communication from Messrs. Bice & Brother, in which 
they request a refund of duties alleged to have been paid in excess, on 
certain articles composed of India rubber, imported per " Java ^ in 
August, 1874. 

It appears that you assessed duty on the articles in question under 
/the provisiou of Schedule M, for ^' jet manufactures, and imitations of," 
at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, the claim made by the importers 
in their protest and appeal (1125c). being that said articles were eoi- 
tirely of India rubber, and subject to duty under the provision of said 
schedule for ^^ articles composed wholly of India rubber, not otherwise 
provided for," at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

It further appears that the Department, by letter of June 7, 1875, 
sustained the appeal, holding that said articles were not imitation jet. 
The distinctioii which the Department aimed to establish in that de- 
cision was, that only those €u*ticles should be recognized as imitation 
jet which, while presenting the general appearance of jet as to color, 
lustre, &c.^ of the material, are devoted to the uses to which articles of 
real jet are applied, or, in other words, are imitations not merely of 
the material called jet, but of real jet articles. This was substantially 
the view taken in Depi^rtment^s decision of March 6, 1875, to which 
you refer in your letter of the 21st instant. 

In your letter of June 22, 1875, while referring to the fact that the 
appraiser returned said goods as ^4mitation jet," you inquire whether 
aU articles manufactured wholly of India rubber are to be assessed 
11 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



130 

with a datj of 25 per cent, ad valorem, (as articles of India rubber,) 
although returned by the appraiser as ^4mitation jet." 

In its reply of June, 25, 1875, the Department reasserted, in sub- 
stance, the distinction made in its said decision as between India-rub- 
ber goods, which may be classed as imitation-jet articles, and those 
excluded from such classification, and the general statement therein 
that ^^ all imitations of jet which are evidently intended to represent 
that material should continue to be classified as such," is to be con- 
strued as subject to the limitations recognized by the Department as 
applying to the provision of the tariff for imitations of jet, and not as 
authorizing the classification of any article as imitation jet which may 
be returned by the appraiser as such without regard to the construc- 
tion placed on the law by the Department. 

The Department, not recognizing the article in question as imitation 
of jet within the rule above stated,, sustains its former decision on said 
appeal, and requests you to forward a certified statement for refund 
of the excess of duties exacted. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN 8HEEMAN, 

8ecreta/ry. 

OOLLEGTOB OF CUSTOMS, NeVO lorJc. 



(3198.) 
American Bags returned Jrom Abroad — Free. 

Tbe^asuby Depabtmbnt, April 12, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, 
in which you transmit a letter of inquiry from Messrs. Converse & Stan- 
wood as to whether bags manufactured in the United States and ex- 
ported to England, filled with leather, manufactured in the United 
States, would be exempt from duty if returned empty. 

In reply I have to state that the free list of the Eevised Statutes 
exempts from duty the following: American manufactures of casks, 
barrels, carboys, and other vessels and grain-bags (of American man- 
ufacture) when exported, containing American produce, and declara- 
tion be made of intent to return the same empty, under such regula- 
tions as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Section 9 of the act of February 8, 1875, further provides that bar- 
rels and grain-bags, the manufactare of the United States, when ex- 
ported, filled with American produce, .or exported empty, and returned 
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filled with foreign prodncts, may be retarn^d to the United States free of 
duty, under sach rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Bags exported, filled with leather, cannot be regarded as grain-bags^ 
but they come clearly within the spirit of the law as found in the free 
list governing such cases. 

The term ^' other vessels" found in the free list of the Eev^ed Stat- 
utes, is sufficient to embrace the articles in question ; and the Depart- 
ment is of opinion that such bags may properly be exempt from duty 
when they are returned empty, provided the declaration of intent to 
return the same empty shall be filed prior to exportation. 

You will please inform the party named of the purport' hereof. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

OOLLBOTOB OF GUSTOMB, Bostony MoSS. 



(3199.) 
S^rterre Chodt^—JhOy an. 

Tbssasuby Department, AprillS, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (3127 e) of Messrs. L. Toplitz ^ Co. from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem on cer^ 
tain sparterre goods, imported by them, per the " Weser,'' February 3, 
1877; the appellants claiming that the goods are entitled to free* entry 
under the provision of the free list, for " sparterre, for making and 
ornamenting hats." 

It appears, from the report of the appraiser, that it is the practice 
of his officers to classify as exempt from duty, under the provision of 
the free list above cited, only such willow sheets as are prepared ex-' 
pressly for bonnet-frames, by the addition of a muslin back ; that the 
articles in question are not so prepared, but may be, and are used for 
other purposes, such as making fancy baskets, &c.; and that thi^y 
were classified for duty at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem, under 
the provision of Schedule M of the Eevised Statutes, for " willow sheets 
and squares, used for making or ornamenting hats, bonnets, and hoods," 
or under the provision in said schedule "for osier or willow, prepared 
for basket-makers' use." 

So far as the Department understands the matter, the samples sub- 
mitted show that they are not of the character prepared for use in' 
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making bonnets or hats, and couseqaently they are not free of daty 
undej^ the provision of the free list before cited. 

They may bear a similitude to sach articles, bat the similitude clause, 
as found in section 2499 of the Revised Statutes, cannot be applied so 
as to remove an article from the dutiable list to the free list. 

The Department is therefore of opinion that duty was properly as- 
sessed at the rate mentioned, by virtue of the similitude clause under 
the provision in Schedule M, for " osier or willow,'' prepared for basket- 
makers' use. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

Eespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



GoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, 2iew York. 



As9i9tant Secretary, 



(3200.) 
(7on«itIar Certificates to Invoices. 

Tbbasuby Depabtment, April 13, 1877. 

Sib: The Department lias received your letter, dated the 6th instant, 
stating your practice in reference to the receipt of invoices certified by 
consular officers in Canada. 

It appears that you have heretofore accepted invoices certified by 
the consul at Windsor, though the goods had first passed another con- 
sulate after purchase for shipment, the ground for your action having 
been that the provisions of law upon the subject were in the nature of 
instructions to consuls, and did not prohibit the receipt of such in- 
voices by collectors of customs. 

Section 2816 of the Revised Statutes provides that no consular officer 
of the United States shall grant a certificate for merchandise which 
has passed a consulate after purchase for shipment, and section 2854 
requires the production of all invoices to the consul, vice-consul,' or 
commercial agent nearest the place of shipment. 

In reply to your request for instructions in the premises, you are 
informed that, in view of these provisions of law, invoices known by 
you not to have been certified in accordance therewith should be re- 
jected, and a bond be taken for the production of an invoice properly 

certified. 

Respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 
Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Detroit^ Mich. 
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(3201.) 

Orttde Drugg — Kamala. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtment, April 16, 1877. 

Sm : The DepartmeDt is in receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (38900) 6t J. H. Stallman & Co. £rom your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, and the 
discriminating duty of 10. per cent, ad valorem, on certain so-called 
'* kamala," imported per " Q^llert,'' from Hamburg, February 12, 1877^ 
which the importers claim to be exempt from duty under the' provision 
in the free list (Heyl, 1594) for f< flowers, leaves^ plants, roots, barks, 
and seeds for medicinal purposes, in a crude state, not otfierwise pro- 
vided for." 

It appears from the special report of the. appraiser that the mer- 
chandise in question consists of the powder and hairs obtained from 
the capsules of the roteera Hnctora^ the fruit of a plant growing in the 
East Indies and called by the natives ^^Tcameda^^ ov "/Mtmato," and that 
such merchandise is used medicinally, and is npt specified in the tariff. 
It clearly is not covered by the provision in the free list abore quoted, 
for it is not in the form of either of the articles specified. 

In the opinion of the Department, the merchandise, being in a crude 
state, and intended for use in the preparation and manufacture of med-- 
icines, is, in accordance with the decision dated the 26th ultimo, (Syn- 
opsis 3168,) on lupuLinum^ dutiable at the .rate of 20 per cent, ad 
valorem, as a crude drug, under the provision in Schedule M, for drtigs, 
medicinal and others, crude, *' not otherwise provided for." It |s also 
liable to the discriminating duty of 10 per cent, ad valorem, on account . 
of its being a product of a country east of the Gape of €k)od Hope, 
imported frt)m a place west of such cape. 

Your decision is afiftrmed. 

Bespectfully, 

By order: H;F. FRENCH, 

As9%Uwiii Secretary. 
GOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, ^evD York. 



(3202.) 
Fireworks — Duty on. 



Tbeasubt Department, April 17, 1877. . 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 18th of OctO: 

ber last, transmitting the appeal (1981 e) of C. T. Brock from your deP 
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cision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
fireworks, imported per '^ Palestine " on the 2d of October last, which 
the importer claims to be dutiable at the rate of 20 per oent. ad valorem. 

It appears that the fireworks in question consist of a preparation of 
combustible' materials, contained in paper cases, attached to pieces of 
wood, or wooden or iron frames, and that they are not specially named 
in the tarifEl 

The Department concurs with you in the opinion, that, as such fire- 
works are composed of two or more materials, they are, by reason of 
not being specially enumerated, dutiable, under section 2499 of the 
Bevised Statutes, at the highest rate to which any of their component 
materials are liable, which is 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

It has been ascertained that the practice at Philadelphia is in ac- 
cordance with this decision. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



OoiiLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston, Moss. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3203.) 
Extra Sacks enclosing Linseed. 

Treasury Department, April 17, 1877. 

Sir : The Departanent is in receipt of your letter of January 5 last, 
submitting the appeal (2911 e) of J. G. Kittle, manager of the Pacific 
Oil and Lead- Works, from your assessment of duty on certain bags, 
the extra coverings of 3,464 bags of linseed, imported by him per 
<^ Sussex," August 5, 1876, and returned by the appraiser as '^ unusual 
packages." 

It appears upon investigation that bags of linseed are usually im- 
ported enclosed in an extra sack or covering, for the purpose of pre- 
venting loss from leakage, and the Department is therefore of opinion 
that the appeal of the importer is well founded. 

You are accordingly authorized to adjust the entry without requir- 
ing payment of duties on the extra sacks, and to forward a certified 
statement for the refund of the excess of duties exacted thereon. 

The invoice is herewith returned. 

Respectfully, 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

Collector of Customs, San Francisco, Gal. 
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(3204.) 
Cedar Hop Poles — Duty an. 

Tbbasubt Department, April 17, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, 
reporting on the appeal (3902 e) of E. Gomstock from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on certain hop 
poles imported from Canada January 25 last, which he claims are 
exempt from duty under the provision in the free list for " round and 
unmanufactured timber." 

It appears from your report that the poles in question are small cedar 
trees, with the branches lopped off, from sixteen to eighteen feet in 
length and from four to six inches thick at the butt, tapering to 
the end, and that they are similar to the hop poles, which, by Depart- 
ment's decision of June 5,. 1873, were held to be not embraced in the 
term "timber" as used in the free list, as they are "too small to be 
used for any of the purposes for which timber is used," but are duti- 
able at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in 
Schedule K for " wood unmanufactured, not otherwise provided for." 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

EespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FEBNCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

OOLLBCTOR OF CUSTOMS, Ogdenshurghy N. Y. 



(3206.) 
Lamding Certificates f oil Snuff and Tobacco. 

Treasury Department, April 18, 1877. 

Sm : Keferring to your letter, dated the 6th instant, suggesting that 
general instructions be given to cover the case of manufactured to- 
bacco exported from the United States under bond, and transshipped 
at the port of destination in Great Britain, I have to state that the 
Department deems it inexpedient to change the general regulations 
relating to such exportations. 

When, by reason of transshipment at the foreign port, the weight 
of the tobacco cannot be stated by the foreign revemje officer, the evi- 
dence of the landing abroad may be transmitted to the Department 
with your report thereon. 
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The form given- in the ezecative order of August 8, 1876, and embo- 
'. died in the printed decision of this 'Department, No. 3069, for* the 
foreign revenue ofElcer's certificate of the landing abroad of merchan- 
dise exported in bond, relates to articles 496 and 497 of the Consular 
Begulations of 1874, and to merchandise other than snuff and tobacco, 
and does not change the regulations governing the exportation of the 
latter goods, which are provided for in article 497 of sietid Consular 
Begulations, and the weight whereof must still be specified in the cer- 
tificate of the foreign revenue officer, (Form 155.) 

Eespectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 

AssUtcmt Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Ifew XorJc. 



(3206.) 
Importation of Hides frof^ Great Britain 'and IrelaTtd. ' 

Tbeasuby Depabthekt, April 18, 1877. 

Sir: Hereafter dry or salted hides, from any part of the world, ex- 
cept England and Ireland, accompanied by consular certificates of 
no^-int(Bction, may be imported via those countries, though trans- 
shipped therein. 

Eespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, PorUandj Maine. 



(3207.) 
Iron Axles — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, April 18, 1877. 

^ Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter dated the 3d instant^ 
transmitting the appeal (31756) of Jacob Bech from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem upon certain iron 
axles imported by him per "Switzerland," January 12, 1877. 

It appears from your report that the axles were accompanied by iron 
wagon or carnage-boxes fitted and attaqhed to them, and by wrenches 
for each set, all being covered by one price in the invoice. 
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The axles are similar to tliose mentioned in the appeals of Messrs. 
Brewster & Co., of NeW York, in regard to which the Department de- 
cided January 20, 1874, that, in view of the small value of the acces- 
sories to the axles, the whole shoald be classified ander the provision 
for << axles or parts thereof," in Schedule E, of section 2504, Revised 
Statutes, and duty thereon assessed at the rate of 2} cents per pound. 

As there has been no change in the law governing the dutiable classi- 
fication of the articles in question, and as the facts are similar in each 
case, the Department decides that the appeal of Mr. Bech is well taken. 

This decision is intended to apply only to the axles, and to the nuts, 
bolts, boxes, &c., actually fitted and attached thereto at the time of 
importation. Boxes, wrenches, or other articles not so fitted and at- 
tached do not form a part pf the axles, and should not be classified 

under the provision for axles. 

• • • • • • • 

Respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
GOLLEGTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



(3208.) 
Small Metal OmamentSj as Toys. 

Teeasubt Department, April 18, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, 
submitting the appeal (3922 e) of Messrs. Strasburger, Pfieffer & Co. 
from your assessment of duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain watch-chains, (classified by the appraiser as toys,) and at the 
rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain charms, (classified by the 
appraiser as " manufactures of brass,") imported by them, per " Da- 
kota," February 6, 1877, and claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate 
of 25 per cent, ad valorem, as "jewelry." 

It appears, from the report of the appraiser, mat the watch-chains 
are such as are usually imported attached to toy watches worn by 
children, and that they were classified for duty under the J)rovision in 
Schedule M, Revised Statutes, for " toys, wooden and other, for chil* 
dren," and that the charms, which are small fans, demijohns, &c., made 
of brass, are in no sense of the term "jewelry." They were classified 
for duty under the provision in Schedule B, Revised Statutes, for 
"manufactures of te^ss." 
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I 

From an examinatioD of sampled sabmitted, (which are herewith re- 

tOTDed,) the- Department is of opinion that the articles in question are 

aU toys, and should be so classified. 

. Your assessment of duty on the watch-chains is hereby afiirmed, and 

you will assess duty at the same rate (50 per cent.) on the articles of 

brass before mentioned. 

Bespectfully,. 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 

AsHstant Secretary. 
CouJEOTon 0¥ CvBTO^SB, New York. 



(3209.) 
Befimd an Claims not Filed within the Time required by Law. 

Tbbasxtbt Dbpabtment, April 19, 1877. 

. Sm: Eeferring to your report of the 22d of November last upon the 
application of Messrs. John & Hugh AudiindoBS for refund of duties 
on certain three entries of teme tin which had been disallowed by the 
Department on the ground that suit for refund had not been com- 
menced in time, the facts being that suit was commenced within ninety 
days from the date of liquidation, but not within that period of time 
from the date of Department's decision on the appeals, I have to state 
that on reference of the question to the Attorney General that officer 
has given an opinion, dated the 3d ultimo, a copy of which is herewith 
enclosed, to the effect that, although the applicants cannot maintain 
their suit, because not commenced within ninety days after the decis- 
ion of the appeals, they are entitled to the refund, und.er Bevised 
Statutes, section 3012}, on the ground that the duties were unascer- 
tained when they withdrew the goods and paid the estimated duties 
thereon. The Department concurs in such opinion, and you are in- 
structed to readjust the entries referred to in accordance with the rule 
849 to the dutiable classification of the description of merchandise cov- 
ered by said entries, established by the court in the case of Auchin- 
closs V8. Arthur, referred to in Department's letter of September 26 
last, and to forward certified statements for refund of the excess- of 
duties exacted. 

• ' . • , • • • • • 

Bespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FBBNOH, 



GoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



Aesiatant Secretary. 
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(3210.) 

Beapprai$emewt8^Que8tian8 to be CanHdered in. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, April 19, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of yonr letter of the 6th instant, 
in which the question is presented whether, in the reappraisement of 
merchandise by a merchant and general appraiser, any question other 
than that of foreign market value of goods embraced in such reap- 
praisement can properly be considered, special reference being made 
to an invoice of eartheiaware of two qualitiefi, one of which was desig- 
nated in the invoice as " best white - granite," whereas, as it now ap- 
pears, it should have been designated as of an inferior grade. 

It is claimed that the goods were of a description known as '^ best 
white," loosely selected, and that the discount upon this class of goods 
is, as stiEited in the invoice, 50 per cent. 

You inquire whether the law or regulations contemplate that the 
question as. to the misdescription of the merchandise should be taken 
into account by reappraisers. 

In reply, I have to state that, while under the law, the sole question 
for the reappraising officers to determine is, what is the actual foreign 
market va^ue of the goods, they have not the right under the law, 
as interpreted by the courts, to report a value less than that stated in 
the invoice. 

It is competent, however, either for the local appraiser or the reap- 
praising officers to ascertain the character of the goods actually 
imported, and to report what rate of discount, not beyond that stated 
in the invoice, shall be allowed. 

The fact that the invoice described the goods as ''best white granite" 
should not be held to prejudice the party, if the goods are in reality of 
an inferior grade, and the proper rate of discount for th^ goods actually 
found in the cases should in the case cited be allowed. 

This principle would seem to be in harmony with that laid down in 
article 533 of the Regulations, which provides that if, upon examina- 
tion, the goods are found not to correspond with the description given 
in the invoice, duties shall be assessed on the goods actually found, the 
misdescription being disregarded if the mistake is found to be an 

innocent one. 

Bespectfnlly, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
Genbbal Afpbaisbb, Boston^ Maes. 
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(3211.) 
PhotographB — Duty an. 

Tkbasuby Dbpabtment, April 19, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, 
stating that there is a variance in the practice at different ports in the 
classification of photographs for dat^, reference being made to Depart- 
ment's decisions of May 16, 1870, (Synopsis 663;) January 29, 1876, 
(Synopsis 2633;) February 1, 1876, (Synopsis 2641;) and January 3, 
1877, (Synopsis 3060.) 

In reply, you are informed that the decision first referred to, (663,) 
classifying photographs at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, wa« 
overruled by the succeeding decision, (2633;) which classified such arti- 
cles as assimilating to engravings, at a duty of 25 per cent, ad valorem, 
and that the latter classification was also sustained in the decision of 
January 3, 1877. 

The variance in the practice referred to by you, it is presumed, is 
owing to the decisiion of February 1, 1876, (2641,) intervening between 
the two decisions last referred to. . In that decision it was held that a 
certain invoice of colored photographs, imported in 1873, was subject 
to duty at the rate, of 20 per cent, ad valorem, as against the claim of 
the importer that[ such goods were dutiable, as paintings, at the rate 
of 10 per cent, ad valorem. The papers in that case disclose the fact 
that the photographs were withdrawn for consumption at a time when 
Department's decision of May 16^ 1870, (663,) was in force, and that, 
consequently, no claim for any higher rate could be made in view of 
the decision that where goods are withdrawn from warehouse un^er a 
ruling in force at the time of withdrawal, and subsequently the De- 
partment changes the classification of such description of goods by 
subjecting them to a higher rate of duty, no claim can be made against 
the goods so withdrawn for any excess of duty, upon the basis of such 
later ruling. 

In the light of these &ots, you will observe that the decision of FiBb- 
ruary 1, 1876, did not operate to overrule the preceding decision of 
January 29, 1876; and since the publication of said last-named decisiou 
the Department has uniformly ruled that photographs are subject to 
duty, under the provision in Schedule M for engravings, at the rate of 
25 per cent, ad valorem. 

Bespectfnlly, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Aaistawt Secretary. 
GBifXBAL Appbaisbb, BalHmorej Md. 
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(3212.) 

Undleas Belts of India Rubber tmd OoUan^Duty on. 

Tbeasuby DsPABTMBNTf April 19, 1877. 

Sib: The Department duly received yoar letter of Febrnary 15 laet, 
transmittiiig the appeal (3276 e) of E. A. Snow from yonr aasessment 
of daty at 20 cents per pound and 25 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
imprinters' blankets," so called, imported per .<< Algeria," Febrtiary ij 
1877. 

Duty at the rates before mentioned was assessed under the provision 
in Schedule L, for <' endless belts or felts for paper or printjngrmachines," 
while the appellant claims that the article Is not embraced within 
Schedule L, but is dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent ad valorem as a 
manufacture of India rubber and cotton, and it is conceded that the 
article is manufactured of India rubber and cotton. The provision in 
Schedule L, for endless belts or felts for paper or printing-machines, is' 
reproduced from the act of March 2, 1867, and the importer claim0 
that the provision for endless belts or felts in that act, and in Schedule 
L, relates only to those articles when made of wool. He alleges that, 
at the time of the passage of the act of 1867, there were no endless 
belts or felts for paper or printing-machines manufactured of India 
rubber and cotton, an^ that, consequently, the article which forms the 
subject of tiie present appeal cannot be considered flb9 coming within 
the provisions of Schedule L. This statement is not' contradicted by 
eiUier yourself, the appraiser at yqur port, or the customs officers at 
New York, to whom the papers were submitted. 

Upon due consideration of the subject, the Department is of opinion 
that the provision in Schedule L, for endless belts or felts, relates only 
to such articles as are manufactured wholly or in part of wool, worsted, 
the hair of the alpaca goat or other like animals, and does not include 
articles made of India rubber and cotton, like these under consideration. 

It is therefore held that the appeal is well taken, and you will re^ 
liquidate the ently at the rate of 35 per cent ad valorem, and forward 
a certifled statement for reftind of the duties exacted in excess. 
BespectfuUy, 

JOHN SHBEMAlir, 

Secretary. 

OOLLBCTOB OF OusTOMS, BoeUm^ Maes. 
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(3213.) 

Decision in relation to the Use of A]^opriations for the Payment of 

Accrued Claims. 

Treasury Department, April 20, 1877. 

The attention of the Secretary of the Treasury has been drawn to 
the qaestion of the use of appropriations after the expiration of the 
time for which they are made, by the requisitioij. of the Secretary of 
War, No. 2834, of March 21, 1877, for $1,742, in favor of Malachi V. 
Plank and others, based upon a report of the Third Auditor, allowed 
and certified by the Second Comptroller. The Secretary of the Treasury- 
is not called upon to consider the validity of this claim, but must know 
that an appropriation exists applicable to its payment before issuing 
a warrant therefor; and if of the opinion that there is no such appro- 
priation, he must decline to issue a warrant for payment of the claim. 
" If he grant a warrant not in pursuance of an appropriation by law, 
he violates his duty, and is responsible for it.'' — (5, Op. Attorneys 
General, 641,) 

This is in execution of the powers conferred upon the Secretary by 
section 248 of the Bevised Statutes, to grant warrants ^' in pursuance 
of appropriations by law,'' and does not conflict with the provisions of 
section 191, which relate to *' balances" of accounts, and not to war- 
rants nor appropriations. 

As many other cases depend upon the construction of the law ap- 
plicable to this case, the Secretary has given it the most careful con - 
sideration, with a view to settle the rules that will govern him in the 
issuing of warrants in similar Cases. 

The claim is for a violation of a contract made in September, 1872, 
between Captain Foster, A. Q. M., and four carpenters, for work to be 
done by them until the 1st day of June, 1873, at Fort Buford, Dakota 
Territory. Owing to the want of funds, these men were discharged, 
and were paid to January 17, 1873. If their contract was a valid one, 
their claim accrued June 1, 1873, and they had then a clear remedy in 
the Court of Claims. In July, 1875, Mr. Brodhead, Second Comptrol. 
ler, decided that he had not sufficient authority to allow the claim. In 
April, 1876, upon re-examination, Mr. Carpenter, Socond Comptroller, 
decided that the contract was not authorized by law, and upon this 
decision Secretary Bristow refused to reopen the claim. No law is 
referred to, and I know of none, that authorizes a second reopening of 
the claim by any accounting officer. If this may be done, there is no 
' end to the hearing of such claims. 
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Section 191 provides that the balances stated by the Auditor and 
certified by the Comptroller shall be conclusive upon the Executive 
branches of the Government. These '' balances" can only be increased 
or diminished by Congress. Invested with such authority and sanc- 
tion, these decisions ought to be binding also on the claimant, and es- 
pecially ux)on the officers who make them and their successors in office. 

The Secretary can see in this case no reason for a revision of the 
findings already made. 

It is also objected to the issuing of a warrant in this case that the 
balance of the appropriation out of which it is made payable has been 
covered into the Treasury. 

Section 5 of the act approved June 20, 1874, (18 Stat., 110,) provides 
that all unexpended balances of appropriations, (with certain excep- 
tions,) which shall have remained on the books of the Treasury for two 
fiscal years, shall be carried to the surplus fund and covered into the 
Treasury. This section was adopted, after the fullest consideration 
by Congress, expressly to cut off the payment of accrued claims, by 
covering into the Treasury, after two years, the balance of the appro- 
priation from which they might have been paid. The plain purpose 
of this act was to confine the officers of the Government to the allow- 
ance and payment of liabilities within three fiscal years. During that 
period the appropriation was available, and not afterwards. 

Section 2 of the act approved June 16, 1874, (18 Stat., 75,) provides : 
"That all balances of appropriations, for whatever account, made for 
the service of the departments of the Quartermaster General and of 
the Commissary General of Subsistence, prior to July 1, 1872, which 
on the 30th day of June, 1874, shall remain on the books of the Treas- 
ury, shall be carried to the surplus fund,^ with certain exceptions. 
This act was modified at the same session so as to require certain 
claims which accrued before the time stated to be certified to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

Congress has sought, by several other acts passed since the close of 
the war, to limit and control the action of officers in passing accounts. 
By section 3678, Revised Statutes, all sums appropriated must be ap- 
plied solely to the objects for which they are respectively made, and 
for no other. By another section, no money can be expended in one 
fiscal year in excess of the amount appropriated for that fiscal year ; 
and contracts for the future payment of money in excess of appropria- 
tions are forbidden. 

In the several laws referred to, it was clearly the intention of Con- 
gress to establish a public policy that would confine accounting officers 
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tip th6 adja^tment or pi^yment of oMms aocraing for services rendered, 
orddties performed, or property purchased, or coDtracts accrued during 
a limited period, and to the adjustment of the accounts of disbursing 
oflftcers, the general desijgn being to cut off the allowan<?e and payment 
of long-accrued or past-due claims. This policy is so wise that every 
<dzecutive officer ought. to contribute to maintain it. 

The Treasury Department is admirably organi^d to pass upon ac- 
cruing demands upon the. Government and upon the accounts of dis- 
bursing Officers. All its machinery and checks are adapted to this 
duty, and no serious complaint has been, or is likely to be made, of the 
proper discharge Of this duty. But when claims long past due are pre- 
sented upon ex parte evidence to officers who have no means of calling 
wit];iess.es,. no powers to cross-examine them, no modes of testing the 
sufficiency of testimony or its credibility, none pf the safeguards of an 
open court of Justice, the passage of fraudulent claims is unavoidable, 
Oonjgress has by law provided a Court of Cl9>ims, where, within a limited 
period^ all demands founded upon contracts may be presented and 
openly tried And decided. If this remedy in any ca^e should be insuffi^ 
cient, claimants can appeal to Congress, which may grant either a new 
iHal in the.couHs, or a reexamination in the Departments, or directly 
furnish such relief as it deems right and proper. The Treasury Depart- 
ment is not a Court of Claims, and the reason for withholding the or- 
dinary powers of such a court became apparent to Congress by actual, 
errors that had occurred. 

Several classes of appropriations have been excepted from the opera- 
tion, of the law of June 20, 1874, already referred to, growing out of 
their peculiar nature, and founded upon manifest reasons, as follows : 

First. Permane|nt specific appropriations. 

iSSsoond. Appropriations for rivers and harbors, and various public 
buildings and improvements, which, from their nature, must be con- 
tinuous, extending throhgh several yea^s. 

Third. The pay of the Navy and Marine Corps, as, from the nature 
of the service, it must often be performed in distant seas, during cruises 
for three years. 

' Fourth. Claims arising under certain sections of the treaty with 
Great Britain, of May 8, 1871. 

Fifth. Contracts existing June 20, 1374. 

The only exceptions that it is material now to notice are the first and ' 
fifth; 

The first exception is <' that this provision shall not apply to pernia- 
nent specific appropriatious.'' 
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A specific appropriation is one where the amount, the object, or the 
person is designated particularly or in detail. It may be, and usually 
is, permanent in terms, because not limited as to time, like an annual 
appropriation ; but there is a wide distinction between a permanent 
specific appropriation and a permanent annual appropriation. 

A permanent annual appropriation contemplates that a liability will 
accrue in the future, &om time to time, and that when it accrues it may 
be paid from the Treasury, subject to the same general laws as to time, 
place, and manner that apply to other annual appropriations. Any 
other construction would permit the most dangerous abuses by allow- 
ing the payment from a permanent appropriation of a claim that in 
any court would be barred by the lapse of time. 

The mere fact that an appropriation is, in form, a permanent appro- 
priatiop, instead of the usual annual appropriation, should not give it 
greater force or take it out of the general rules as to appropriations. 
Such an appropriation, from the nature of it, may not in form be 
covered into the Treasury, but a claim ought not to be paid out of it 
at a different time nor be passed upou in a different mode than if it 
were payable out of a current annual appropriation. A claim for cap- 
tured cotton, or for a mule, or horse, or steamboat lost in the public 
service, should have no preference over a claim for ^alary not pre*- 
sented in time. It is no hardship to refer such claims to the Court of 
Claims. 

To expand an exception in favor of a specific appropriation, so as to 
cover all permanent appropriations, would be to defeat the plain intent 
ot the law. These permanent annual appropriations are contained in 
sections 3687, 3688, and 3689, Revised Statutes. They include, among 
others, the appropriation for the expenses of the collection of the rev- 
enue from customs, which is an appropriation in a permanent form of 
a fixed sum for the service of each fiscal year. They include the ap- 
propriation for the interest on the public debt, which is also, in form, a 
permanent appropriation annually, out of the customs revenue, of a 
sum fixed by the public securities. They include, also, a multitude of 
permanent indefinite appropriations declared to be permanent annual 
appropriations. An amount necessary for each year in the future, for 
certain purposes, is authorized to be taken from the Treasury, and 
these annual appropriations are subject to the same rules, limitations, 
and qualifications as the usual annual appropriations made by Con ' 
gress. Any other construction of the act would defeat its object. 
Money would be takeu from the permanent annual appropriation for 
horses and steamboats lost in the public service, and applied to pay 
12 
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for horses lost twenty years ago; money woald be taken -from the ap- 
propriationft. for the customs' service, and used for the payment of 
claims that aocraed twenty years ago, and for the interest thereon. 
Thus old claims woald be paid oat of permanent annaal appropriations, 
and would be barred neither by lapse of time nor by adverse decisions^ 
while carrent appropriations would be covered into the Treasury. 

The Secretary is of the opinion that this is not a fair construction of 
. the law; but that the words << permanent specific appropriation" should 
be confined to appropriations such as private bills, where nothing is 
left to cizecutive officers .for examination or inquiry except to identify 
the party, or to comply with some specific . duty pointed out by the 
specific appropriation. 

The fifth exception is '< that this section shall not operate to prevent 
thie fulfilment of contracts existing at the date of the passage of this 
act." 

Was this^ eon tract existing on the 20th of June, 18'}^ f This question 
was decided by Mr. Tayler, First Comptroller, July 15, 1874, adversely 
to the claim of th^ petitioners, and this decision was published by the 
Department, in a circular letter of instructions, for the information and 
guidance of all concerned. Mr. Tayler says : 

"It is evident Congress used the word 'contract' in a limited-ieuse; 
certainly not in a very broad one. I am of the opinion that Congress 
meant valid written contracts existing, and in the course of execution 
and unfulfilled June 20, 1874. It is clear that Congress did not mean 
all unpaid liabilities sounding in contract, for that would include every- 
thing, and be inconsistent with limits which Congress evidently in- 
tended to impose." 

This is clearly the correct construction of the law. If the phrase 
" existing contract" means a contract violated and ended long before, 
it would authorize the payment of the French spoliation claims, or 
claims growing out of contracts during the Mexican war, or the war of 
the rebellion. The act was passed expressly to protect the Treasury 
from' old claims presented after the appropriation had terminated, and 
to correct alleged abuses by officers in paying accrued claims upon ex 
parte showing. The exception must not be so construed as to defeat 
th^ manifest purpose of the act. The contracts excepted are contin- 
uous and subsisting contracts requiring acts to be performed, and not 
contracts broken and ended, or matured into accrued liabilities. The 
statute cuts off the payment of the clearest claims two years after the 
expiration of the appropriation, such. as the salary of the President, or 
a Supreme Judge, or a member of Congress ; and much more, the mul- 
titude of doubtful claims that grow by time. All proper claims are 
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likely to be promptly made and paid. Some jast claims may arise and 
be delayed by neglect or want of proof, but, to provide for these, and 
at the same time to give the claimant the benefit of the finding by the 
Auditor and Comptroller, the Secretary of the Treasury is directed, 
^^ at the beginning of each session, to report to Congress, with his 
annual estimates, any balances of appropriations for specific objects 
affected by this section that may need to be reappropriated." This is 
the precise reference required to secure the payment of the judgments 
by the Supreme Court or Court of Claims. 

It follows, therefore, that the Secretary is not authorized to draw any 
money from the Treasury, in payment of this claim, or in payment of 
any claims covered by either permanent or ordinary annual appropria- 
tions that do not clearly fall within the limitation fixed by the act of 
June 20, 1874, or within the exceptions named; and the officers charged 
T\ ith the preparation and issue of warrants will be required to observe 
this rule. 

JOHN SHBEMAN, 

Secretary, 



(3214.) 

Pa/rtially-Befined ArgoU — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, April 20, 1877. 

Seb: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 26th of Jan- 
uary last,. in which you state that partially-refined argols, known as 
pink creams, &c., are classified at the port of New York as argols, not 
crude, at a duty of 6 cents per pound. You also state that they should 
be classified as '* cream of tartar," at 10 cents per pound duty, under 
Department's ruling of May 16, 1873, (Synopsis 1551,) which held that 
^* any article which is in fact and substantially cream of tartar, and is 
used, without further process of refinement, for purposes for which 
cream of tartar is used, should be classified as cream of tartar." 

In reply, you are informed that the decision referred to by you wa« 
modified by a further ruling of the Department on the question, dated 
October 9, 1873, (not published,) whereby the rule was laid down that, 
as the said merchandise (mentioned by you as pink creams) had been 
for many years known to commerce as '' partially-refined argols," and 
as a distinct commercial article from what is universally known and 
recognized as << cream of tartar," it was not in fact and substantially 
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cream of tartar, and therefore should be classified as^'argols partially 
refined.'' 
A' copy of sach decision is herewith enclosed for your information. 
An investigation of the matter shows that the practice at New York 
is in conformity therewith. 

Respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 



Assistant Secretary. 



SPEOiAii iKdPEOTOB, New York. 



(3215.) 
Delivery ofUxamined Paokages. 

Treasury Department, April 25, 18T7. 

The Department has been officially advised that in some instances 
packages of imported merchandise which have been examined by the 
appraisers, have been delivered immediately upon the completion of 
such examination, and that the sum deposited on entry was not suffi- 
cient to secure the full amount of duty due on the goods, owing to an 
advance in value by the appraiser, or to the fact that the goods were 
liable to. a rate of duty higher than that stated iu the entry, and upon 
which the deposit was based. 

Article. 360 of the Regulations of 1874 provides for the issue of a 
special permit for the delivery of such package only after payment by 
the importer of any balance of duties which may be due. 

As a disregard of these regulations is inconsistent with the safety of 
the revenue, collectors of customs, before granting a permit for the 
delivery of such examined packages, will hereafter require the importer 
to make an additional deposit of ^^ estimated" duties, sufficient to secure 
the duties due, whenever it shall appear by the appraiser's report that 
he has advanced the value, or reported a rate of duty on the invoice 
higher than that stated in the entry. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEOTORS OF OUSTQMS. 
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(3216.) 

Tonrutgie Tax on Vessels an Narthernj Northeasiem^ and Northwestern 

Frontiers. 

Tbeastjby Dbpaetmbnt, April 26, 1877. 

Sib: Your letter of the 17th instant is received, in which yon inquire 
whether Canadian vessels entering at a castom-honse in your district 
are subject to a tonnage tax of fifty cents instead of thirty cents per 
ton, under the <<act to perfect the revision of the Statutes of the 
United States, and of the Statutes relating to the District of Colum- 
bia," approved February 27, 1877, which act amends section 4219 of 
the Bevised Statutes by the following substitution : 

^^IJpon vessels which shall be entered in the United States from any 
foreign port or place there shall be paid duties as follows : 

'< On vessels built within the United States, but belonging wholly 
or in part to subjects of for^gn powers, at the rate of thirty cents per 
ton ; on other vessels, not of the United States, at the rate of fifty 
cents per ton. 

"Upon every vessel not of the United States, which shall be entered 
in one district from another district, having on board goods, wares, or 
merchandise taken in one district to be delivered in another district, 
duties shall be paid at the rate of fifty cents per ton. 

"Nothing in this section shall be deemed in any wise to impair any 
rights or privileges which have been, or may be, acquired by any for- 
eign na>tion under the laws and treaties of the United States relative 
to the duty of tonnage on vessels. On all foreign vessels :ffhich shall 
be entered in the United States from any foreign port or place, to and 
with which vessels of the United States are not ordinarily permitted 
to enter and trade, there shall be paid a duty at the rate of two dollars 
per ton; and none of the duties on tonnage above mentioned shall be 
levied on the vessels of any foreign nation if the President of the 
United States shall be satisfied that the discriminating or countervail- 
ing duties of such foreign nations, so far as they operate to the disad- 
vantage of the United States, have been abolished^ 

"In addition to the tonnage duty above imposed, there shall be paid 
a tax, at the rate of thirty cents per ton, on vessels which shall be 
entered at any custom-house within the United States from any foreign 
port or place; and any rights or privileges acquired by any foreign 
nation under the laws and treaties of the United States relative to the 
duty of tonnage on vessels shall not be impaired ; and any vessel, any 
officer of which shall not be a citizen of the United States, shall pay a 
tax of fifty cents per ton.'' 

The above section, amendatory of section 4219, Bevised Statutes, 
recognizes, for the purpose of ifnpositig tonnage taxes, the following 
classes of vessels as entering the United States from any foreign port 
or place : 

1. Vessels huilt within the United States, but belonging wholly or in 
part to subjects of foreign Powers. 
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2. Other vessels not of the United States. 

3. Vessels not of the United States entering one customs district 
from another. 

4. Foreign vessels entering the United States from a foreign port or 
place to and with which vessels of the United States are not ordinarily 
permitted to enter and trade. 

5. Vessels entering at a cnstom-hoase of the United States from any 
foreign port or place. 

6. Vessels of the United States any officer of which shall not be a 
citizen of the United States. 

Glass second embraces the following vessels : 

a. Undocumented vessels of the United States; that is, vessels owned 
by citizens of the United States, but not registered. 

b. Vessels of ownership partly or wholly foreign. 

Upon vessels of the fifth class, as above enumerated, the amendatory 
section imposes a tax of thirty cents per ton. But this class comprises 
vessels of the United States, and vessels partly or wholly of foreign 
ownershi]), and undocumented vessels of citizens of the United States. 

The section also imposes on all vessels of class second — that is, on 
all " vessels not of the United States" — a tax of fifty cents per ton ; 
but by imposing a tax of thirty cents per ton on all vessels of the fifth 
class it subjects vessels of ownership partly or wholly foreign, (desig- 
nated as sub-class b) to the same tax. 

On vessels of foreign ownership the section therefore imposes, first, 
a tax of fifty cents per ton; and secondly, on account of the use of the 
words, " in addition to the tonnage duty above imposed," in the last 
paragraph, it seems to impose another tax of thirty cents. And hence 
the question has arisen at your port, and elsewhere on the northern 
frontier, whether Canadian vessels are liable to a tax of fifty or thirty 
cents per ton, or even of eighty cents. 

By imposing a tax of thirty cents per ton on the fifth class above 
mentioned, the amending section establishes the'same tax for ^< vessels 
of the United States;" that is, for vessels properly documented and 
owned by its citizens. Foreign vessels, being vessels not of the United 
States, would be subject to a tax of fifty cents per ton, as belonging to 
class second, and to a tax of thirty cents per ton on entering at a cus- 
tom-house from a foreign port or place, unless exempted by that pro- 
vision of the section which declares that " any rights or pri\'ileges 
acquired by any foreign nation under the laws and treaties of the 
United States relative to the duty of tonnage shall not be impaired." 

In article 2 of the treaty between the United States and Great Brit- 
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ain, concluded July 3, 1815, it is stipalated that <^ no higher or other 
duties or charges shall be imposed in any of the ports of the United 
States on British vessels than those payable in the same ports by ves- 
sels of the United States." This provision of the treaty in question, 
taken in connection with that clause of the section which makes thirty 
cents per ton the measure of the tonnage tax levied on " vessels of the 
United States," clearly establishes thirty cents per ton as the tax to 
be levied on Canadian vessels upon their entry at any custom-house of 
the United States. 

Yery respectfuly, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Marquette, Mich. 



(3217.) 
Cotton- Warp Yarn — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, April 26, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 12th instant^ 
in which you refer to its decisions of July 22, 1866, and June 11, 1872, 
(both published,) in regard to the classification for duty of cotton-warp 
yarn. 

The decision of July 22, 1866, was based upon the act of March 3, 
of that year, which imposed duty on cotton-thread yarn, when advanced 
beyond single yam by twisting two or more strands together, if not 
wound upon spools, 4 cents per skein or hank of 840 yards, and 30 per 
c^nt. ad valorem. 

The merchandise referred to in that decision was cotton warp put up 
in ends or lengths of 1,000 yards, and was so arranged and knotted 
together as to constitute the entire warp of a piece of goods. 

It was, therefore, held to be not cotton yarn, having advanced be- 
yoiid the condition of that article, and was chargeable with duty at 
the rate of 36 per cent, ad valorem, as a manufacture of cotton, not 
otherwise provided for. The question whether the yarn was wound 
upon spools does not seem to have entered into the case. 

The act of July 14, 1870, section 21, reproduced in Schedule A of the 
Eevised Statutes, provide^ certain rates of duty on cotton thread, yarn 
warp, or warp yarn, not wound upon spools, whether single or advanced 
beyond the condition of single by twiAting two or more single yarns 
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together, whether on beaniB or in bandies, skeins or cops, or in any 
other form. 

The dnty thns charged on any or all of the articles named is coapled 
with the condition that the article is not woand npon spools. 

The law seems to have regard to the form in which the article is at 
the time of importation, and, if the thread or yarn be wonhd upon 
spools, it does not come within the provision of law in Schedule A, 
above cited. 

Cotton warp, of the character mentioned in the decision of July 11, 
1872, wound upon spools, is therefore held to be subject to duty at the 
rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, and when not wound upon spools, to 
the duty prescribed by Schedule A, according to its value per pound. 

Eespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 



General AppbAisbb, Bostonj Mass. 



Assistcmt Secretary. 



(3218.) 
Charges Added after Entry — Additional Duty on. 

T&EASUBY Dbpabtmbnt; April 27, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (3946€) of Scheftel Bros, firom your decision 
assessing duty on 100 per cent, of the amount of charges which were 
added to the entered values of certain merchandise imported into your 
port per " St. Laurent,'' July 16, "St. Germain," August 6, and "Can- 
ada," October 5, 1876, the additions having been made, upon informa- 
tion given by the importers, after the liquidation of the entry. 

The claim urged by the importers is, that because they voluntarily 
reported such charges after the entries had been liquidated, the penalty 
of an addition of 100 per cent, thereof did not accrue on the goods 
under section 14 of the act of June 22, 1874. 

The section of law under which the addition of the 100 per cent, in 
question was made, prescribes, that when an importer omits, without 
an intent to deftaud the revenue, to add the proper dutiable charges 
in his entry of imported merchandise, "it shall be the duty of the col- 
lector or appraiser to add the same, for the purposes of dnty, to such 
invoice or entry, * ^ . ^ and to impose and add thereto the fhrther . 
sum of 100 per cent, of the price or amount so added; which addition 
shall constitute a part of the dutiable value of such goods," &c. 
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Under this section, the Department holds that, as the charges were 
omitted in the invoice and entry of the goods, the addition thereof 
subsequently, no matter how occarring, carried with it a farther addi- 
tion of 100 x>er cent. 6i the amount thereof. 
Your decision in the premises is therefore affirmed. 
Bespectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 



Atsista/nt Secretary. 



OoLLEGTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3219.) 
Uarthenware — Duty on. 

Tbeastjby Dbpabtmbnt, April 28, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is In receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (40356) of Thaddeus Davids & Co. from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
earthenware, imported per << Canada," February 6, 1876, which the ap- 
pellants claim is dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

The appellants base their claim upon the statement that the mer- 
chandise is the brown earthenware and common stoneware mentioned 
in Schedule B of the Be vised Statutes. The appraiser, however, states 
that the goods in question are not such common wares as are made 
firom clay of inferior quality; that those made from clay of inferior 
quality are generally mixed without sifting, and are wares of a coarse 
character and of a dark-brown color; that the earthenware embraced 
in the present appeal is cream-colored >nd glazed, and has been parUy 
dipped ; that it was made fix)m clay twice sifted, and superior in quality 
to that used in the manufactu^ of the common ware. 

Upon this statement of £Msts,the Department is of opinion that the 
goods are properly subject to duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valo- 
rem, under Schedule B of the Bevised Statutes. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 
Bespectftilly, 

By order: H. F. FBENOH, 



OOUUBOTOB OF. OusTOMS, New Ziprk. 
13 



As9%gta/nt Seeretary. 
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(3220.) 
Sugars TransporteA in Bond — Marking of, 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, A]^ 28, 1877. 

Sib : The Departmeut is in receipt of your letter of the 23d instant, 
transmitting a communicatian from Agar & Delong, in which they re- 
quest that the practice now in force of branding or marking sugars, 
transported in bond from your port to interior ports, may be discon- 
tinued, owing to the delay and expense incident thereto. 

The question as to exempting certain descriptions of goods trans- 
ported in bond, without appraisement, from such marking or branding 
has been heretofore considered by the Department, and it was de- 
termined (see Circular of October 23, 1876, copy herewith enclosed) 
that boxes of raisins or of tin plates, sacks of salt, and similar pack- 
ages, not likely to be tampered with, need not be so marked or branded, 
and the regulations (article 688) were amended so as to require only 
so-called <* case goods,^ such as dress silk, and similar goods, to be 
marked or branded. 

In case, therefore, you are satisfied that the security of the revenue 
will not be endangered by so doing, you are hereby authorized to ex- 
tend the provisions of such circular to sugars, whether in hogsheads, 
barrels, bags, or otherwise, which are transported in bond, after being 
duly entered for warehouse, and to consider article 641 of the Regula- 
tions as amended accordingly. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. P. FRENCH, 

AsiiatoM Secretary. 

CoLLEGTOB OP CusTOiiS, Ncw OrleoMy La. 



(3221.) 
Tin Cam Uxported with Benefit oj Brawhaok and Eeimported — Duty on. 

Tbeasubt Dbpabtmbnt, April 30, 1877. 
Sib : The decision of this Department, dated September 16, 1876, 
(Synopsis 2972,) held that tin cans manufactured in the United States 
out of foreign material exported with benefit of drawback, (the cans 
being filled with domestic petroleum,) were upon reimportation liable 
to duty as of foreign manufacture. 
The question has since been presented to the Department as to what 
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rate of duty sboald bQ charged iinder the law on the return of cans 
manafactored in the United States oat of foreign tin, exported with 
benefit of drawback, filled with salmon of domestic origin and retomed 
in the same condition. 

Upon the salmon no duty accrues, provided the regulations of the 
Department governing the free entry of domestic productions exported 
and returned, are complied with. At some of the ports a duty of 35 
per cent ad valorem has been charged on such cans, that being the 
rate due on tin cans of foreign manufacture, while at other ports duty 
has been charged under the act of February 8, 1875. 

That act provides that cans or packages made of tin or other mate- 
rial containing fish of any kind, admitted free of duty under existing 
law or treaty, not exceeding one quart in contents, shall be subject to 
a duly of one cent and a half on each can or package, and when ex- 
ceeding one quart shall be subject to an additional duty of one cent 
and a half for each additional quart or fractional part thereof. 

It is the opinion of -the Department that the act of February 8, 1875, 
is not applicable to the case, as the salmon contained in the cans is not 
exempted from duty by virtue of any law or treaty which x>ermits the 
free entry of fish eo numinej but is exempt under the free list of the 
Revised Statutes relating to articles of domestic growth, production, 
and manufacture of the United States exported and returned in the 
same condition as when exported. 

The Department, therefore, holds that the cans are covered by de- 
cision 2972, and that the rate' of duty to be charged thereon is that 
applicable to tin cans of foreign manc(&cture, viz., 35 per cent, ad 
valorem. 

BespectfriUy, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOiL OP OusTOMS, New Tork. 



(3222.) 
Dutiable Values of Imported Merchandise. 

Tbbasxtby Depabtmbnt, April 30, 1877. 

Chapter 6 of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes provides that goods 
subject to a duty ad valorem, shall be charged with duty upon the 
actual market value or wholesale price thereof at the time and place of 
exportation in the principal markets of the country, from whence ex- 
ported to the United States, with the addition of certain charges and 
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eommissious therein specified ; and it is made the duty of the appraisers 
to ascertain, estimate, and appraise such foreign market value, or 
wholesale price, by all reasonable ways and means in their power, and 
to report the same to the collector. 

The practice has lately obtained in some of the manufacturing cen- 
tres of Europe, on the part of manufacturers shipping all their goods on 
consignment to an agent in the United States, for sale, and some em- 
barrassment has occurred in ascertaining the proper dutiable value of 
such goods from the fact that there were no actual sales upon which to 
base the market value. 

The actual market value of imported goods is ordinarily to be esti- 
mated by ascertaining the price at which the owner holds his goods for 
sale; the price at which he freely offers them in the market; the price 
which be is willing to receive for them, if sold in the ordinary course 
of trade. 

When goods are not sold for consuniption in the markets of the 
country of production, but are sold for export to countries other than 
the United States, the value at which such sales are made may prop- 
erly be taken into consideration by the appraisers in ascertaining the 
value of similar goods shipped to the United States. 

Where no sales are made in the country of production, either for 
consumption or for export, the market value of similar goods of other 
manufacturers actually sold should be ascertained and be taken into 
account. 

In cases where the manufacturer ships all his goods to the United 
States on consignment for sale, and the market value cannot be ascer- 
tained by the methods before indicated, it should be fixed by reference 
to the market, value of the component materials of the goods at the 
time and place of manufacture, with the expense of manufacture and 
a fair manufacturer's profit added; and the appraised value in such 
cases cannot be less than the cost and profit so ascertained. 

It is to be understood that evidence of the cost of production of 
imported goods is in all cases to be regarded as a proper subject for con- 
sideration in determining dutiable values, and appraisers are allowed, 
under the law, the greatest latitude in procuring information as to what 
is the true market value of imported merchandise ; but it will be borne 
in mind that duties can in no case be assessed upon an amount less 
than the invoice or entered value, nor can thel appraisement be made 

at less than that value. 

JOHN SHBEMAN, 

Secretary. 

COLLBOTOES OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



157 



TO COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



Teeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, 

Washingtonj D. 0., June 2, 1877. 

The following Decisions of the Department for the month of May, 

1877, upon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress, relating 

to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published herewith 

for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

JOraf SHBEMAN, 

Secretary. 



, (3223.) 
Hailing Ports of Vessels. 

Treasury Department, May 2, 1877. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, asking if ves- 
sels may hail from ports of deliyery in your district, and stating that 
all marine papers are issued from the port of Gloucester. 

You are informed that the decisions of the Department, as a general 
rule, have required vessels to hail from the port at which their papers 
are issued, and this principle should be adhered to for the sake of uni- 
formity. But unless there be good reasons why it should not be done, 
vessels may hail irom a port of delivery established by law. 
Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FEBNCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
COLLEOTOR OP CUSTOMS, Gloucester, Mass. 



(3224.) 
Vessels on the North, Northeast, and Northwest Frontiers. 

Treasury Department, May 2, 1877. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, submitting 
to the Department the application of Mr. D. Carter, agent of the 
Detroit and Cleveland line of steamers at your port, for permission to 
14 
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carry excarsioD parties, without cargo, from Detroit to Walpole Island, 
upon a coasting clearance to Algouac, Michigan, and also to nnlade 
freight at Windsor, Ontario, after touching at Detroit to land passen- 
gers and express freight, upon their regular coastwise clearances from 
Cleveland to Detroit, without payment of tonnage tax. 

As regards the first part of the application, it appears that Algonac, 
which is not a port of entry or delivery, is a place within the district 
of Huron, on the St. Clair river, at which a deputy collector is sta- 
tioned to receive reports and grant clearances to vessels trading there. 
Walpole Island is in Canadian waters, and is the resort of picnic 
parties. The vessels in question are preferred to others, but if ton- 
nage tax must be paid, on the ground, as alleged, that Algonac is not 
a port established by law, the business must be declined. 

The second request relates to the two steamers which make regular 
trips between your port and Cleveland, running on schedule time, and 
making connections with railroad trains at each end of the route. 
They cannot, therefore, flr^t discharge cargo at Windsor, as their 
passengers might lose the train desired, and on that account Mr. Car- 
ter asks that passengers and express freight may be landed at a dock 
near the lower part of your port, upon their arrival at Detroit from 
Cleveland; the steamers then to proceed across the river to Windsor 
to discharge such freight as they may occasionally have for that place, 
and, returning to Detroit, discharge their regular cargo at a dock 
further up the river than the one at which they first landed. Windsor 
would thus lie between the two points at which Mr. Carter proposes 
to land at your port. You say that the Department granted a request 
of Mr. Carter's in 1872, who then desired that certain steamers might 
be permitted to make up cargo at Windsor for Cleveland previous to 
leaving your port, as if they were stopping at Windsor on the direct 
trip to Cleveland. And in view of all the facts, you recommend that 
Mr. Carter's requests should be granted, without the exaction of tonnage 
tax, as it would not be detrimental, in your opinion, to the revenue. 

As regards the first request, you are informed that the Department 
has already decided that an American vessel cannot take excursionists 
to a place in Canadian waters on a coastwise clearance, but must pay 
tonnage tax. 

The decisis of May 17, 1872, to which you refer in connection with 
the second request, allowed the steamers "Northwest" and "R. K. 
Rice,'' of this line, to take on a limited quantity of scrap iron at Wind- 
sor, destined for Cleveland, as if they were stopping at that point in 
the direct trip to the latter port. If, however, the present application 
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arises from tbe same cause as the application above decided, viz., that 
the two vessels in question are debarred from touching at the foreign 
intermediate port between Detroit and Cleveland, a privilege allowed 
them by law, without the payment of tonnage tax, simply by the regu- 
lations for the movement of trains adopted by the railroad companies 
in connection with whose lines they run, the Department grants the 
privilege requested, of stopping at Windsor, on the same conditions 
as far as practicable, viz., that an inspector shall be placed on board 
each vessel at the first landing made at your port, who shall remain 
on board until the vessels return to Detroit for the final discharge of 
cargo. 

Very respectfully, 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
COLLBCTOE OF CUSTOMS, Detroit, Mich. 



(3225.) 
Ground Hemlock Bark — Free. 

Tbbasurt Depabtment, May 2, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your report of the 2d ultimo, 
on the appeal (3788 e) of Mr. John Mair from your assessment of 
duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on certain ground hemlock 
bark, claimed by the importer to be free of duty under the provision in 
the free list for hemlock bark, or for articles in a crude state used for 
dyeing or tanning. 

From the evidence before the Department, it appears that hemlock 
bark, as usually sold by the cord, is, for convenience in measuring, cut 
into pieces of four feet in length, and that, when ground, it is -sold by 
weight. 

The evidence also shows that, whether in pieces or in the ground 
condition, it is used for dyeing and tanning, and that the grinding is done 
to save expense in transportation. The grinding does not appear to 
change the properties of the article, and it seems to be known as hem- 
lock bark whether cut into pieces or in the ground condition. 

Under these circumstances, the Departmenc holds that the grinding 
of the bark does not change its character so as to make it liable to . 
duty, it still being the hemlock bark of commerce. 

This conclusion is supported by the decision dated November 25, 
1874, which holds that powdered marsh mallow is free of duty under 
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the provision in the free list for marsh mallow ^ and by that of Augast 
5, 1876, that oxide of manganese, though ground, is the oxide of man- 
ganese mentioned in the free list. 

You will therefore readjust the entry accordingly, and take the 
necessary measures for refund of any duties that may have been paid 
on the bark in question. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN SHBEMAN, 

Secretary, 
OoLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, Portland^ Maim. 



(3226.) 
Hailing Porta of Vessels and Names of Ferry-Boats, 

Treasury Department, May 3, 1877. 

Sir : I am in receipt of ^our letter of the 27th ultimo, asking the 
following questions, viz: 

First. Is a vessel, hailing from a "port" not established by law, 
obliged to have her hailing port changed before the expiration of her 
license; and, if so, does it necessitate an immediate change of marine 
papers Y 

iSeoon<2. Must the name of a ferry-boat, and the port. to which she 
belongs, be painted on both ends of the vessel Y 

In reply to the first inquiry, you are informed that the Department 
decides, as a general rule, that the hailing port of a vessel is the port 
at which her papers are issued, and this principle should be adhered to 
for the sake of uniformity. But it has permitted vessels to hail 
from a pott of delivery, established by law, in a customs district, un- 
less there are good reasons wliy it should not be done. In the case 
you submit, it appears that the vessel hails from a place which the law 
does not recognize. You are therefore directed to take up her papers, 
and the papers of all other vessels similarly situated, although the 
licenses may not have expired, and issue new ones, in which the error 
is corrected, free of expense to the owners. 

As regards the second question,, it would appear that the ferry-boat 
is a double-ender, and has no steim. The spirit of the law would 
require that her name and port should be painted on both ends. 
Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Surveyor of Customs, Albany^ N. Y. 
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(3227.) 
Sailing- Vessels not required to carry Boats. 

Tbeasuby Department, May 3, 1877. 

SiB : I am in receipt of yonr letter of the 24th ultimo, reporting that 
the schooner " Ella," 5.44 tons burden, licensed at your port for the 
coasting trade, and which had on board both passengers and freight, 
recently capsized in the gulf, thus placing in peril the lives of all who 
had taken passage in her. It is said that she was not provided with a 
small boat, or with any means of saving life in such an emergency } 
and as many other small vessels are similarly employed^ you ask if 
they should be permitted to carry passengers, and if so, whether the 
provisions of the law relating to passenger-vessels cannot be made 
applicable to them. 

You are informed that sailing-vessels are not subject to the sections 
of the Revised Statutes which regulate the steamboat-inspection ser- 
vice of the United States, and which reqhire vessels carrying passen- 
gers to be equipx)ed with boats and apparatus to save life when ex- 
posed to danger. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. FKENOH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
GOLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, Cedar Keysj Fla. 



(3228.) 
Importations through the Mail. 

Tbeasxtey Dbpaetmbnt, May 3, 1877. 

It appears from official reports received from various officers of this 
Department, that articles from foreign countries are frequently im- 
ported through the mail to the loss of the revenue. 

Such importations, with certain exceptions, are illegal, and the 
articles become subject to seizure and forfeiture for a violation of the 
revenue laws. 

Collectors of customs will, therefore, seize all such packages (with 
the exception of those hereinafter specified) delivered to them under 
the existing regulations of the Postmaster General, embodied in printed 
decision No. 2375. 

If the importation be less than fifty dollars in value, the collector 
will deliver the goods to the party entitled thereto, on payment of 
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their appraised valne, to be accoanted for in the same manner as the 
proceeds of other forfeitures; and if of fifty dollars or more in value, 
he will report the case to the Department for special instructions. 

Collectors of customs will include all such seizures in their regular 
reports. 

Importations by post from Canada may be delivered on payment of 
duties if they consist of pamphlets, magazines, books, maps, plans, 
engravings, drawings, photographs, lithographs, sheets of music, &c., 
and patterns and samples of merchandise, including grains and seed. 

Patterns and samples of merchandise so imported from Canada must 
not exceed the weight of eight ounces, must not be closed against 
inspection, and must always be so wrapped or enclosed that they may 
be readily and thoroughly examined. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 
Secretary. 

Collectors of Customs and others. 



(3229.) 
Immediate Transportation of Free Goods. 

Tbeasuby Department, May 3, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2Gth ultimo, 
inquiring whether merchandise entitled to free entry can be entered 
for immediate transportation without appraisement under the pro- 
visions of sections 2990 to 2998, inclusive, of the Revised Statutes, 
reference being made to published decisions Nos. 1423 and 1831. 

In reply I have to inform you that the former decision passed upon 
the question as to whether free goods could be transported in bond 
under the ordinary warehouse and transportation laws, and did not 
relate to shipments under the act for the transportation of merchan- 
dise without appraisement. The other decision cited (No. 1831) author- 
izes the immediate transportation without appraisement of free, in con- 
nection with dutiable merchandise, when both classes of merchandise 
are embraced in one invoice, and the dutiable portion is manifestly 
entitled to be transported without appraisement. 

The Department is of opinion that goods entitled to free entry, not 
specified in invoices with dutiable goods, may also be properly con- 
veyed to their destination without appraisement, in the manner indi- 
cated in the section of law before mentioned. The penalty of an imme- 
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diate-transportation bond should doable the invoice value of all the* 

goods, with the duties on that portioa which is dutiable, if any, added. 

Decision No. 1831, of May, 1874, is hereby modified accordingly. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
CoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Providenoe, B. I. 



(3230.) 
Discharge of Steamships at Night, and Ocmpensatian cf Inspectors. 

Tebasuby Depabtmbkt, May 5, 1877. 

1. Upon the entry of a steamship from a foreign port, a general 
order may be issued by the collector for the discjiarge of the cargo on 
the dock, under the supervision of one or more inspectors, except 
goods which go into warehouse of class 4. To continue the discharge 
of the cargo after sunset, a special license must be obtained in accord- 
ance with the provisions of section 2871 .t)f the Revised Statutes. 

2. Goods will be delivered from the docks by the inspector as fast as 
permits therefor are presented, and such as are discharged for which 
no delivery permit has been received will be sent to the general-order 
store. The collector may, at the request of the master, agent, or 
owner of the vessel, allow goods landed, but not "permitted,'' to 
remain on the docks, at the sole risk of tke owner of the vessel^ not 
longer than forty-eight hours from the time of their discharg^, upon 
the production of evidence that the owner of the vessel assunics the, 
risk of the goods allowed to remain, and agrees to pay the duties pn 
any goods which may be lost by so remaining. This request must be 
made in writing to the collector, and must state that, if the. permission 
is granted, the goods will be at the risk of the owner of the vessel; 
that he will pay all duties on goods which may be lost, and must be 
signed by the owner of the vessel or his agent duly authorized. The 
consent of the collector thereto must also be panted in writing. At 
the expiration of the forty-eight hours, no permit for their delivery 
having been received by the inspector, the collector shall send the 
goods to the general-order store, and have the same weighed or 
gauged, if required. 

3. Inspectors assigned to the discharge of steamships will bQ allowed 
extra compensation for services rendered by them after sunset and be- 
fore sunrise only when night perfidts to discharge have been obtained. 
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The amount of such extra compensiation shall be fixed by the collector 
at a rate not exceeding ten dollars for each night's service of an inspec- 
^tor, and such compensation shall be paid to the collector of costoms 
by the master, owner, or agent of such steamship at the time of grant- 
ing the permit to discharge at night. Payments to inspectors for 
extra services will be made by the collector only at the end of the 
month, and will be included as a separate item in the. inspector's regu- 
lar voucher for services. 

The collector's account of disbursements on account of expenses for 
collecting the revenue from customs will be acconipanied by a separate 
abstract, showing the amount received^m each vessel for extra ser- 
vices of ofiScers, which amount will be credited to the United States in 
said account and deposited in the Treasury. 

4. Any inspector or other officer of the customs who shaU receive 
luiy extra compensation, except as allowed by law and in the mianner 
herein prescribed, or who shall receive any gratuity or reward what- 
ever, directly^or indirectly, from an importer, or from the master, agent, 
or owner of any vessel, will be summarily dismissed from the custonis 
service; and the name of such inspector or other officer of the customs, 
together with the name of the importer, the master, owner, or agent of 
such vessel making such payment, shall be reported by the collector to 
the district attorney for prosecution under the provisions of sections 
5451, 5452, and 5501 of the Eevised Statutes. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary » 

OOLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS Aia> OTHERS. 



(3231.) 

opinion of the Attorney General in the Matter of the ^^ Fifteen per cent.^ 

Contraete: 

TBBASUBY DEPABTMENT,'ilfay 7, 1877. 

The following opinion of the Attorney General, in the matter of the 
<< fifteen per cent." contracts, is published for (he information and 
gnidanee of officers of the Treasury Department. 

JOHN SHBBMAN, 

Seeretairy. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



165 

Dbpabtmbnt of Justiob, 

Washington^ April !27, 1377. 

Sm: In answer to your eommnnication ot tne 3d instant, in refer- 
ence to the contract made by the State Department with Albert Ord- 
way, I have the honor to reply : 

This contract was made under the act of March 3, 1871, (16 Stat» 
sec. 2, p. 494,) by wbich it was provided: 

'< That the snm of five hundred thousand dollars be, and hereby is, 
appropriated, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, for the construction, under the direction of the Secretary of 
State, on the southerly portion of the premises now occupied by the 
War and I7avy Departments, a building which will form the sotith 
wing of a building that, when completed, will be similar in the ground 
plan and dimension to the Treasury building, and provide accommoda- 
tions for the State, War, and Navy Departments; the building is to be 
of such kind of stone as may be hereafter determined bv the concur- 
rent decision of the Committees of Public Buildings and Grounds of 
the Senate and House of Bepresentatives ; three stories in height, 
with basement and attic, and of fire-proof construction, the plans to be 
approved by the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, and the 
Siecretary of the Navy, before any money is expended under the provis- 
ions of this act." 

In addition to the act of March 3, 1871, the following acts wei^ sub- 
sequently passed in relation to this building : 

An act of May 18, 1872, (17 Stat., 126,) by which $200,000 was ap- 
propriated for continuing the same work during the baltoce of the 
then fiscal year; an act of June 10, 1872, (17 Stat., 352,) appropriating 
$800,000 for the continuation of the same work, and also $400,000 for 
the east wing; an act of May 3, 1873, (17 Stat., 523,) appropriating 
$1,500,000 for continuing the work on the new State, War, and Navy . 
Department building; an act of June 23, 1874, (18 Stat., 229,) appro- 
priating $700,000 for continuing the construction of the same building f 
an act of March 3, 1875, (18 Stat, 391,) appropriating $50,000 for com- 
pleting the south wiiig, under the direction of the Secretary of State, 
and $700,000 for continuing work on the east wing, under the direction 
of the Secretary .of War; an act of July 31, 1876, (Sess. Jjawsof 
1875-'76, p. 110,) appropriating $350,000 for continuing the building, 
under the direction of the Secretary of War; and an act of March 3, 
1877, appropriaiting $250,000 for the east wing, and $150,000 for pre- 
paring granite for the construction of the north wing, both such impro- 
priations to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of War. 

The contract in question was made on the 16th day of November, 
1871, between the Supervising Architect of the new State Department 
building, Mr. Alfred B. Mullett, of'the first part, with the assent of the 
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Secretary of State, and Albert Ordway, of the second part. By it the 
party of the second part agreed to farnish, from certain quarries 
named, and deliver at the site of the building, all the granite that 
might be required for the exterior walls of the superstructure of the 
south wing Of building, at such times and in such quantities as might, 
ftom time to time, be ordered by the party of the first part j and fur- 
ther agreed to furnish, from the same quarries, at such times as might 
be ordered, and on the same terms, all the granite which might be 
required for the exterior walls of the superstructure of the entire build- 
ing, the walls of the court-yard alone excepted, when the construction 
of the same, or any additional part thereof, might be authorized. 

The agreement made between the parties as to the mode in which 
the granite should be furnished and payment made is not important to 
the question before us. 

The party of the second part further agreed to furnish all the labor, 
tbols, and materials necessary to cut, dress, and box at the quarries all 
the granite, in such manner as might be directed by the party of the 
first part, and also shops and sheds sufficient to accommodate one hun- 
dred granite-cutters, with a proper proportion of other mechanics. 

In consideration of this, the party of the first part agreed to pay, or 
cause to be paid, the full cost of said labor, tools, and materials, and 
also the insurance on the granite, increased by fifteen per centum of 
such cost; and a penalty was agreed to be paid by the party of the 
second part in case of failure to perform any of the agreements upon 
his part. 

The contract further contained a lease of the quarries to the party 
of the first part, under which the party of the first part was entitled to 
-enter and take granite from the quarries, in case the party of the 
second part failed to perform the conditions of his agreement. 

Under this contract, it is claimed by Mr. Ordway that if any appro- 
priation is made toward the completion, either of the south wing of the 
building contemplated, or of the remainder of the entire structure, the 
contract thus made by him so affixes itself to that appropriation that 
he is entitled to have his contract carried out to the extent of the ap- 
propriation. He does not claim that the contract binds the United 
States to pay more than is appropriated ; and agrees that if no further 
appropriation is made, the contractor will have no claim against the 
United 3tates for his failing to receive orders for the stone, or for the 
dressing thereof, necessary to the completion of the building. It will 
be observed, however, that the claim as made by him is, that the per- 
8QB who succeeds to the office held by the Secretary of State at the 
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time when the contract was actually made, or who succeeds to, the 
duties of that officer,. has himself no duty to perform, except to see to 
the faithful performance of this contract as made by his predecessor. 

The result of such a construction necessarily is, that the officer 
charged with the expenditure of all subsequent appropriations finds his 
whole action controlled and anticipated by the action of an officer who 
had preceded him, and to whom only the expenditure of a single ap- 
propriation had been intrusted. This construction treats the mischief 
intended to be guarded against by the statutes of the United States as 
being an attempt only to render the United States presently liable. 
It regards the contract as good in case an appropriation is provided? 
although it contemplates that an appropriation shall be made before it 
becomes operative. 

By t\^e act of March 2, 1861, (12 Stat, p. 220, sec. 10; Rev. Stat., 
sec. 3732,) it is provided : 

" No contract or purchase on behalf of the United States shall be 
made, unless the same, is authorized by law, or is under an appropria- 
tion adequate to its fulfilment, except in the War and Navy Depart- 
ments for clothing, subsistence, forage, fuel, quarters, or transportation, 
which, however, shall not exceed the necessities of the current year.'' 

Two classes of contracts are authorized by this section : one where 
the contract is authorized and an appropriation sufficient for its fulfil- 
ment is provided for, the other where no appropriation sufficient to 
the completion of the contract is made. That this contract (if the ex- 
tent and construction be given to it which is claimed by the contractor) 
was made under an appropriation adequate to its fulfilment is not con- 
tended ; and it is only necessary, therefore, to consider whether it was 
authorized by law. 

It has been said by some of my predecessors that the prohibition of 
the statute is so direct and comprehensive, that an authority to con- 
tract, where no appropriation adequate to the falfilment of the contract 
is made, should be expressly conferred. (4 Op. Attorneys General, 
600; 9 Op., 18.) Without discussing this question, however, in order 
that a contract should be authorized by law, it must appear either that 
express authority was given to make such contract, or that it was 
necessarily to be inferred from some duty to be imposed upon, or from 
some authority given to, the person assuming to contract on behalf of 
the United States. If the statute had directed that the Secretary 
should erect or contract for the erection of the building described, 
whose dimensions and plan were to be ascertained in the mode indi- 
cated by the original act, such authority might perhaps be inferred; or 
if such direction so to erect was given, provided such erection could 
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be made for a certain specific sam, the aathority to contract for the 
erection of the entire building (provided that the contract could be 
made within the limit indicated by the act of Congress) might also be 
inferred. When all that is done is the appropriation of a certain sum 
to be expended on a certain structure ^ the plan of which has been 
determined on, the authority to contract for the completion of the 
whole structure cannot be inferred. The contract is good to the extent - 
of the appropriation made, and just so far as such appropriation is ade- 
quate' to its fulfilment So far as it undertakes to do more than this it 
is invalid. Nor can such a contract be binding so as to affix itself to 
future appropriations,, even if it is subject to the contingency that such 
appropriation shall be made. A contract to pay for articles which 
would become necessary to a public work already entered upon, in the 
course of its progress, was held to be of no validity, even though it 
provided that such contract should depend for its validity upon the 
contingency that an appropriation should be made, and such appropri- 
ation was in fact thereafter made. ("Piles for dry-dock," 4 Opin., 490.) 

In the act of March 3, 1871, under which this contract was made, 
there was no authority given to erect the entire south wing of the 
building, or to contract for it. The sum of $600,000 was appropri- 
ated toward the construction of a building which would form, when 
completed, the south wing of a larger structure thereafterwards to be 
erected. There was no direction to the Secretary to erect the whole of 
the south wing (far less the entire structure contemplated) or to con- 
tract for it So much money was put into his hands for a contem- 
plated structure. That he was entitled to use toward such a structure 
only after the plans had been agreed upon in the manner provided for 
.by the act. If, after such plans were made and approveid, the sum 
cotrld not have been used advantageously, because inadequate to the 
completion of the structure, it could not therefore be inferred that the 
authority of the S^retary was extended so that he was authorized by 
la^ to.contract for the entire structure, or to make a contract which 
could be extended to the entire structure, subject only to the contingency 
of subsequent appropriations. If the appropriation confided to him 
could not have been used advantageously until the erection of the 
whole structure should be provided for, that would not give him author- 
ity to erect the entire structure, or to contract for its erection. It would 
render it necessary for him to delay expenditures until such provision 
should be made. 

The inconvenience of constructing, or attempting to construct, a 
building without, at its commencement, making a contract whi6h shall 
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fally provide for its completion, is obvious. That, unless this is done, 
the edifice may be, instead of a symmetrical structure, an inharmonious 
patchwork, is also apparenti But this does not give authority by 
necessary inference to make such a contract. In many instances Oon- 
gress has given authority to complete the work which it has proposed 
to do ; but that authority cannot be inferred, because it may appear, 
upon careful examination by those who are charged with the appropri- 
ation, that such authority would be judicious and desirable. 

I am, therefore, of opinion that this contract, if it can properly be 
construed as extending Co all appropriations made for the entire struct- 
ure, is invalid, as not having been authorized by law. This view is 
fortified by the statute of July 25, 1868, (Rev. Stat., sec. 3733,) by which 
it is provided : 

*' No contract shall be entered into for the erection, repair, or fur- 
nishing of any public building, or for any public improvemeni which 
shall bind the Government to pay a larger sum of money than 'the 
amount in the Treasury appropriated for the specific purpose." 

Even if this contract does not bind the Grovemment to pay a larger 
sum of money than the amount appropriated for the specific purpose, 
if the construction be given to it which is claimed by Mr. Ordway, it 
binds the Government either to pay this larger sum, or else not to con- 
tinue to complete the structure which it is proposed to erect, because, 
according to his theory, if further appropriations be made, his contract 
affixes itself at once to those appropriations. Such a contract is in 
violation certainly of the whole spirit of this latter statute, if not in 
absolute violation of its express terms. 

I am, therefore, of opinion that the Secretary is not obliged to 
carry out this contract as made with Mr. Ordway, so far as the appro- 
priations intrusted to him are concerned, and that the contract does 
not have binding force so far as it concerns subsequent appropriations, 
except so far as it may have been adopted and acted upon by those to 
whom the expenditure of such appropriations has been confided. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to consider the question whether this con- 
tract is or is not invalid upon the ground that it was not made upon 
such advertisement as is contemplated by the act of March 2, 1861. 

That statute provides for advertisement, except where the public 
exigency requires the immediate delivery of the articles or the per- 
formance of the service. Even if the authority be given to the officer 
of the GDvernment to determine when the exigency exists which allows 
him to dispense with the advertisement, such exigency cannot be ex- 
tended by him beyond one of time only. It is quite clear that no im- 
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mediate public exigency necessitated the immediate delivery of the 
stone, or the performance of preparing and dressing the same ; and, in 
fact, such immediate delivery or performance was not contemplated. 
The material which was advertised for was granite in the rough, bat 
this fonns bat a small portion in value to that which was covered by 
the contract — not more than one- twentieth part. There was no adver- 
tisement for doing the large and expensive work of catting and dress- 
~ ing the stone. The contract is to be taken as a whole, and that portion 
of it denned valuable by the contractor relates entirely to cutting and 
dressing the stone, which constitutes nineteen-twentieths of the expen- 
diture to be made. 

It would seem that this work of preparing the stone was treated as 
coming within the exception of "personal service,'' which may be con- 
tracted for without advertisement. If such latitude is given to this 
exception, nearly every contract, except for rough materials, may be 
treated as one for personal service, as skilled and unskilled labor, and 
generally both, are needed in the performance of the larger number of 
Government contracts. It is not susceptible of being thus Afidely con- 
strued. A contract for personal seipvice is one by which the individual 
contracted with renders his personal service to the Government 
through its agents, thus himself b€p)ming the servant of the Govern- 
ment The contractor, was not such a servant. His performance of 
his contract was not a personal service, and the workmen employed by 
him were not, in any sense,. personal servants to the Government*. 
They rendered no service to it ; they were under the control of none 
of its officers, and did no work for it. The aid which they rendered 
the contractor in doing for the Government that which he agreed to do 
^as, perhaps, personal service to him in the performance of his con- 
tract, but was not a personal service tothe Government. The contract 
thus made for the dressing of the stone was made without any com- 
pliance with the law. Whether or not the provision for the advertise- 
ment of purchases and contracts is directory merely upon the officers 
of the Government, or whether the failure to make such advertisement 
will avoid the contract, is a question still much discussed. It is not 
necessary to decide it in this case, as upon the other ground, I am of 
opinion that the contract is not obligatory upon the United States, 
except so far as it has been, acted upon and assented to under each 
subsequent appropriation. 

Fowler's case (3 Ot of Claims, Bep. 43) is, to some extent, adverse 
to the view I have here expressed. In this it was held that where Con- 
gress had authorized the enlargement of the Library of Congress in a 
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eertain specified manner, and appropriated $160,000 for that purpose, 
to be expended by the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
the Secretary, without advertising, had contracted for the extension to 
. the amount of $169,000, such contract was legal. The decision in this 
case was given by a divided court. The case, was never carried further, 
and was not rediscussed in the Supreme Court. 

With much respect for the majority of that court, I am compelled to 
agree with the dissenting opinion which was givien in that case. 

It remains only to be considered whether it is shoW that this con- 
tract has been so ratified by subsequent legislation that it must be 
deemed now obligatory on the United States. 

It is not doubted, that the legislative power which has directed in 
what manner contracts shall be made, may also legislate to give vitality 
to those made without authority, or in disregard of the regulations 
which it has prescribed. It should, in such case, distinctly appear that 
there has been an intent to so ratify the contract while yet executoiy 
in its character and still unperformed, as to impose upon the officers of 
the United States the duty of executing it thereafter. 

Upon examining the statutes which follow that of March 3, 1871, 1 
do not find any legislative ratification of such a character of this con- 
tract. Nothing is anywhere said in relation to it. The acts proceed 
only to continue the appropriations, and to transfer the expenditure of 
them from the Secretary of State to the Secretary of War. 

I am, therefore, of opinion that the contract with Albert Ordway 
has no obligatory force and effect upon the United States, so far as it 
concerns appropriations made for the several portions of the building 
subsequent to the appropriation of March 3, 1871, except so far as it 
has beeji recognized and acted upon by giving orders proceeding frotn 
the Secretary or officer to whom the expenditure of the subsequent 
appropriations was intmsted. 

While there is no such ratification of the contract that it is compul- 
sory that you should now proceed to execute it, it is proper to consider 
whether, under tlie legislation which has taken place since it was made, 
and the history of this and similar contracts in connection with such 
legislation, you are now justified in proceeding with it, without further 
advertisement, to the extent of the appropriations in your hands, should 
you deem it advisable for the best interests of the United States so to 
do, or if such modifications can be made in the contract as shall render 
it in your opinion advisable so to proceed. 

It is clearly important that the whole* structure be made of material 
from the same quarry with that first used. . The contracts known as 
the "fifteen per cent, contracts^ (in which that of Mr. Ordway is in- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



172 

eluded) have been the subject of frequent public discussion. While I 
have not been infonned that any formal report had been made to Con- 
gress directly, or to the Committee on Appropriations, of the terms of 
this contract, it was a public and well-known fact that under contracts 
of this character the erection of most if not all of the public build- 
ings then being constructed was proceeding. These contracts have also 
been the subjects of investigation and report by committees of Con- 
gress. They have not been ordered to be annulled, or the Secretary 
directM not to x^roceed to execute them. On the contrary, appropria- 
tions towards the completion of the structure provided for by this con- 
tract have continued to be made. 

Under these circumstances, whatever may have been the original 
irregularity in their inception by reason of insufficient advertis€iment, I 
consider that you are justified in proceeding with this contnict as it 
now exists, or as it may be modified, if you deem it proper so to do. 

Your letter contains the further inquiry, " whether, under the 14th 
section of the act of July 17, 1862, the interest secured to J. Condit 
Smith in the contract with Albert Ordway, dated November 16, 1871, 
and subsequent orders given under the same by reason of the power 
of attorney given in 1874 by Albert Ordway to said Smith, has worked 
such a transfer of interest as to annul the contract in question t" 

By the statute referred to in your inquiry, it is required '< that no 
contract or order, or any interest therein, shall be transferred by the 
party or parties to whom such contract or order may be given to any 
other party or parties, and that any such transfer shall cause the an- 
nulment of the contract or order transferred, so far as the United 
States are concerned." 

I am of opinion that there has been such a transfer by Mr. Ordway 

as enables, upon this ground, the United States to avoid this contract. 

An irrevocable power of attorney ' was given by him to J. Condit 
Smith, by which Smith was to sign and receipt for all moneys due 
under said contract; and this power was not only nominally but actu- 
ally irrevocable, as Smith clearly had an interest in the performance of 
the contract. The statute in question is, however, intended only for 
the benefit of the United States ; and while it is said that such trans- 
fer shall cause the annulment of the contract or order transferred, it is 
intended only that it shall do so in case the United States declines to 
recognize such transfer. While,- therefore, the United States may 
avail itself of such transfer to annul the contract, it is not compelled 
so to do. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. DBVBNS, 



Hon. Geobgx W. MoCbaby, 

Secretary of War. 



Attfimey General. 
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(3232.) 

Beeman in the Matter of the PropoHthn of Anton Jmiker cmd OtherjSj 
Proprietore of the Union Copper Distilling Oompawy^ to Compromise. 

Tbeasubt Depabtmbnt, itfoy 9, 1877. 

The following Decision is pablished for tibe infonnation and gaidance 

of Officers of this Department. 

JOHN SHBEMAier, 

Secretaire. 



Treasury Departmeivt, Office ofihe Secretary^ 

Washington, D. C, April 10, l877.y 

Proposition of Anton Jnnker, Joseph Boelle, and J. P. Kissinger^ pro- 
prietors of the Union Copper Distilling Company, first district of 
lUinois, to compromise, by piayment of $100 and costs, the claims of 
the United States against them for fines, penalties, forfeitures, and 
taxes, amounting in all to $597,093 39. 

When the offer for compromise was made December 19, 1876, a con- 
siderable part of the defendants' liability was in the form of judgments^ 
and this could only be compromised under section 3469, Bevised Stat- 
utes, which requires not only the recommendation of the Commissioner 
of Internal Bevenne, but of the District Attorney and the Solicitor of 
the Treasury. 

The Solicitor of the Treasury, on January 17, 1877, gave an opinion 
in which he does not expressly recommend acceptance of the cdpipror 
mise, but presents the matter for the consideration of the Secretary. 

The Solicitor of Internal Bevenue advises against the proposed com: 
promise. 

The Commissioner of Internal Bevenue, February 22, 1877) advises 
the acceptance of this offer. 

On the first of March, 1877, the Commission^ files a second letter, 
in which he refers to the offer, which included several judgments, and 
says that since that time he learns, by a letter from the District At- 
torney, of February 28, 1877, that those judgments have been opened, 
and he now advises to include in the compromise tibose claims, being 
now in suit, and which were before beyond his jurisdiction to compro- 
mise, being then in judgments. 

The advantage which the proponents gained by that change of the 
record was to make a compromise ^i^ssible without the recommendation 
of the Solieitor, which they had failed to obtain. 
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As the matter now stands, the compromise is within the jurisdiction 
of the Secretary, under section 3229, Ee vised Statutes, which requires 
only the recommendations of the Commissioner of Internal Bevenue 
and the Attorney General, both of which are on file. 

This compromise is proposed as a means of carrying into effect an 
alleged agreement between the District Attorney for the northern dis- 
trict of Illinois and these proponents and several others, who were in- 
dicted for alleged violations of the internal-revenue laws of the United 
States concerning distilled spirits. 

These indictments were found at the May term, 1875, and in the in- 
vestigations that have been had concerning the whiskey frauds in Chi- 
cago have been known as the "first batch," comprehending twelve or 
more persons. 

By an arrangement entered into between their counsel and the coun- 
sel for the United States, thesi^ persons were induced to turn State's 
evidence and become witnesses for the Government, by virtue of which 
arrangement they severally pleaded guilty to the indictments pending 
against them and received immunity from any criminal liability. So 
far the arrangement has been executed by means of an entry upon the 
docket of the court where the indictments were pending, on the 4th of 
September, 1876, that the indictments be dismissed. 

The proponents now claim that the arrangement between them and 
the Government included not only immunity from punishment under 
said indictments, but from all civil liability for taxes or penalties before 
that time, incurred by them by reason of any violations of the internal- 
revenue laws relating to whiskey. 

I propose to consider two questions : 

1. What authority exists for making such an agreement as is alleged. 

2. Whether, in feuit, any such agreemefit as is alleged was entered 
into by any persons in behalf of the Government. 

I will first consider the question of the authority to make such a 
contract, because the alleged contracting parties were all connsellors- 
at-law or high Government officials, who may be assumed to have known 
the extent of their authority, and to have acted within its scope. 
' The law and the practice with regard to granting immunity from pun- 
ishment to confederates or others who confess their own gailt, and far- 
nish evidence against other parties, are well established. Although 
the prosecuting officer has not legal power to stipulate for such im- 
munity, the practice is for him, with or without consultation with the 
court, to give general assurances to the party proposing to be a witness 
that, if he conducts himself with truthfulness and fairness toward the 
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Government, be shall escape panishment for any crime disclosed by his 
testimony. Frequently, as in this case, the proposed witness pleads 
gailty to the indictment against himself, and gives his testimony against 
the other parties. If, at the close of the proceedings, it appears that 
he has acted in good faith, a nolle prosequi is entered, or the indictpient 
dismissed, by leave of the court. Although there is no legal, formal 
contract between the Government and such witness, yet all courts ac- 
cord to those, who, in common parlance, have turned State's evidence, 
such protection. 

Such immunity, however, from the nature of the case, cannot extend 
to offences independent of the transactions thus disclosed by the wit- 
ness, and of course cannot extend to include immunity from civil liabili- 
ties. 

The* District Attorney of the United States and the special counsel 
assigned to assist him could manifestly have no authority to make 
agreements for the remission of forfeitures or the release of civil liabili- 
ties to the Government. And the same is true of the Solicitor of the 
Treasury. 

Again, the Secretary of the Treasury, although he has, with the ad- 
vice and recommendation of the Commissioner of Internal Bevenue, 
the Attorney General, and, in some cases, of the District Attorney and 
Solicitor of the Treasury, jurisdiction to compromise both civil and 
criminal matters and to remit forfeitures and penalties, yet has no 
general power of remission or release of taxes, duties, or other debts 
due the Government, and, of course, no power to make valid agree- 
ments for the release of such taxes or debts. 

We see, then, that no valid power existed in any person or persons 
whatever to bind the Government by any such agreement as is set up 
by these proponents. 

Inasmuch, however, as it would certaijaly bring reproach upon the 
administration of the Government if it clearly appeared that its officers 
had entered into unlawful agreements, by means of which individuals, 
though criminals, had been induced to plead guilty to indictments under 
promises of immunity which could not be fulfilled, it is due to those 
now in office, as well as to their predecessors, that we should carefully 
inquire whether in fact any such agreement was made. 

Adopting, therefore, the course of discussion assumed in the printed 
brief filed by the proponents' counsel, we come to our second point : 

2. Whether in fact any such agreement as is alleged, was entered into 
by any persons in behalf of the Government. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



176 

Urst, it should be understood distii)ictly that not a' single sentence of 
SQCh an agreement was ever pat in writing as an agreement. 
' Although it is set forth' tferbiitimj apparently, in the proponents' brief 
and in the record of the court, and although the District Attorney, at 
page 6 of the brief, says : ^<I am unable to And my copy of that agree- 
ment, as I think I loaned it to Mr. Beed," &c., yet the agreement that 
was made for criminal immunity was entered into about January 13, 
1976, whereas this pape^, now referred to as an agreement, was first 
written about September 4, 1876, and is in the form of an affidavit, 
signed by Sidney Smith and Leonard Swett, who were of counsel for 
all the persons indicted. It contains their recollection and understand- 
ing of what was agreed between themselves and the counsel for the 
government. In the printed brief it is said to be an agreement ^^und6r 
t^e authority of the then Secretary of the Treasury by and between 
said persons and the Hon. Mark Bangs, 'United States District At- 
torney," &a, ^' and Wirt Dexter, B. F. Ayer, and L. H. Boutelle, as- 
sistant codns^ for said United States." 

The proponents and other persons indicted came into court on the 
14th of January, 1876, and severally pleaded guilty to the indictments 
a^inst them. They were used as witnesses, and sentence was not 
moved against them until September 4, 1876, when this affidavit was 
sworn to and filed in court. At the foot of it is the following : 

«« Criminal immunity was promised to said defendants substantially 
:as set forth in the foregoing affidavit The said defendants have per- 
focmed their part pf said agreement 

« MARK BAKGS, U. 8. Attorney/' &c. 

<< Dated and filed September 4, 1876." 

On thcrsame day, as appears by a recital upon the records of the court, 
upon consideration of the agreement between the counsel above named 
and the counsel for the United States, that in case said defendants 
should divulge the facts within their knowledge as to the alleged whis- 
key frauds fully and fairly, and should turn State's evidence, they 
should have, among, other things, complete immunity from punishment 
by fine or imprisonment, or from any criminal liability on account of any 
matters set forth in said indictment, or which might appear against 
them by reiason of any cKsclosares which they might make, and also 
that the said defendants have fully complied with said agreement upon 
their part. Now, therefore, On motion of said defendants^ by their 
counsel, <<it is ordered that the said indictment be, and the same is 
hereby, dismissed." 

The certificate of Mr. Bangs^at the foot of the affidavit shows pretty 
clearly what his understanding of the agreement ^as on the 4th of Sep- 
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tember, 1876. Whether bis letter to the 'Attorney General, of Febniarj 
17, 1877, based avowedly npon bis recollection of all agreement wbicb 
was not then before him, shoald be construed as showing a different 
agreement from his certificate of September 4, 1876, is to be considered. 
Mr. Bangs, at page 385 of the printed testimony, before a select com- 
mittee of Congress concerning the whiskey frauds, which I will cite as 
"Printed Record," says: "Up to the time the negotiations were con- 
cluded, so far as to come to an understanding with the attorneys of 
these defendants, I don't tbink we received any written authority at 
all." And he further says that any knowledge which he had of any 
arrangement that was made in Washington was obtained from Super- 
visor Matthews. At page 381, he says immunity was granted to these 
men " upon authority which Supervisor Matthews brought from Gen- 
eral Brfstow and Mr. Pierrepont, a43 we understood it" 

"Q. Did he mention the name of Pierrepont t A. I don't know that 
he did. My recollection is that he brought the authority from the 
proper officers; those whom he considered the proper officers. I don't 
know that'he named any one. 

"Q. Written authority t A. No, sir; there is not a line of written 
authority in mj^ office that I know of, except such as has come in the 
way of approval." 

The alleged agreement itself, as set forth in the printed brief, at page 
3, gives, as a part of the agreement, that " no sales should be had upon 
judgments in the civil cases, until the question of the good faith of the 
parties testifying could be demonstrated, and not until such parties 
could have time to apply for an abatement or remission of the fines 
and forfeiture by the Department. 

"In this connection the hope was held out to the defeudants that, if 
they testified truthfully and acted in good faith, the Department would 
be lenient with them, for it was said that, thus acting, they would be- 
come the friends of the Government, and the Government might release 
them altogether." 

How can it be contended in the face of this paragraph that there 
was an absolute agreement for immunity from civil liability? 
At page 444 of the Printed Becord we find the following telegram : 

"January 13, 1876. 
" To Hon. B. H. Beistow, 

" Secretary of the Treasury^ Wtishingtan^ 2>. C; 

"By agreement of counsel, Golsen, Eastman, Mason, Miller, and 
Fredricks, of Lake Shore, Roelle, Junker, Russell, Furlong, and per- 
haps others, are to plead guilty to-morrow morning, with the under- 
standing that they are never to be sentenced, in consideration of in- 
formation given, or to be given by them, against Behm, Hesing, and 
the houses recently seized. I have only got down to this bargain this 
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evening, and have protested against this immnnity. being granted, bnt 
to no purpose. K yon do not approve of this arrangement or bargain^ 
telegraph the district attorney at once. 

"ALBXP.TUTTON.'' 

And on page 445 we And the reply from Secretary Bristow, as follows: 

*< Washington, D. C, January 14, 1876. 

^< As we have not directed any arrangement with indicted parties, so 
we decline to interfere with any that has been entered into by the dis- 
trict attorney with approval of his associates and the local revenue 
officers. Having confidence in th^r judgment and fidelity, we leave 
the prosecutions in their hands, not doubting that they will do what 
will best subserve the interest of the Gk)vernment. 

"B. H. BRISTOW- 
^*A- P. TUTTON> 

<< Supervisor Internal Bevenue^ ChioagOj lUJ* 

This reply bears date of January 14, 1876, the very day on which 
these proponents and others pleaded guilty to the indictments in coiirt* 
Mr. Bristew in a letter of January 18, 1876, to Mr. Tutton, states: 

<' Neither the Solicitor nor I directed or authorized any arrangement 
whatever, but expressly said. to Supervisor l^atthews, when here, that 
the officers In charge of the prosecutions in Chicago must conduct them 
according to their own judgment. 

<^ This direction was ]|^ven after conferepce with the Presideint and 
the Attorney General, and with their approval. It should be observed 
that neither the Secretary of the Treasury lior the Solicitor has power . 
by law to control the condact of the prosecutions. After the cases are 
in court they are under the direction of the Attorney General an4 the 
officers of his Department, and we have not a^umed to exercise hi» 
fanctions." (Printed Becord, page 418.) 

Solicitor Blnford Wilson, in a letter to Mr. Tutton of January 19, 
1876, speaks of the Secretary of the Treasury, and says : 

^^He rejected Bnssell's overtures, as made through Supervisor 
Matthews, as he has uniformly rejected all other overtures of like char- 
acter, absolutely and without qualification. He distinctly stated to 
Colonel Matthews when here that he would enter into no arrangement 
and make no terms with accused parties." (Printed Becord, page 407.) 

In the same letter, Solicitor Wilsqn denies entirely that he agreed 
to th^ terms proposed. ^< :Not only that, I told Mr. Bussell, as I told 
Colonel Matthews^ that I would resist by all means in my power the 
granting of any^such terms." And he cites a telegram, sent the day 
that Bussell was sent away, as follows : 

<< Proposals rejectacL without qualification, and unconditional sur- 
render insisted upon* Matthews returns to-night, and will give you 
details." (Printed Beeord, page 408.) 

^ And, on the same page, he. says : 

"You seem to forget entirely that these very men, as part of the 
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understanding against ^which you inveigh so earnestly, have agreed 
to surrender unconditionally to the Government the vast seizure of 
property made by you at my instance," &c. 

In a letter of January 18, 1876, to Colonel Matthews, Solicitor Wil- 
son says': 

<' I wish to suggest in this connection that the decrees of forfeitures 
of the property seized last spring should be entered as soon as possible, 
the property sold, and the proceeds covered into the Treasury. Push 
this all you can, and do not let it hang! The civil suits for taxes and 
penalties should also be pressed as rapidly as possible." (Printed Re- 
cord, page 416.) 

Mr. Matthews, who is alleged to have been the bearer of the views 
of the Secretary and Solicitor of the Treasury, in a letter of February 
18| 1876, to Solicitor Wilson, says of the arrangement : 

" After some time spent in negotiating, the following understanding 
was reached by the counsel representing the defendants and the dis- 
trict attorney and his assistants, representing the United States, to wit: 

<< All the defendants were to come into court and plead guilty to some 
good count in each indictment, to withdraw all defence in the civil 
proceedings, and to sufier a forfeiture of the property seized without 
the expense of litigation. 

<^ It was further und«rstood that if the defendants should furnish 
valuable information to the Government" • • • "no sentence 
should be moved against them. This seemed the best that could be 
done." (Printed Record, page 411.) 

At page 632 of the Printed Record, in the testimony of Matthews, 
he undertakes to state precisely what the terms of the arrangement 
were; that they were to plead guilty; to forfeit all the property then 
under seizure, amounting to over $224,000; to become witnesses for the 
Government, and, if they testified fairly, no sentence was to be moved 
against them. . They were to pay the assessments then against them 
in the hands of the collector, but that no new assessments were to be 
made, because that would be using their own testimony against them. 

Gholson G. Russell, who was a distiller, one of the parties indicted, 
and agent for the proponents to go with Matthews to Washington, is 
chiefly relied on by the proponents. In his printed affidavit^ he says 
that Solicitor Wilson declined to make any agreement, but remitted 
the matter to the officers at Chicago, and said that whatever Mr. 
Matthews would agree to would be carried out by the Department. 

The most that can be made of Russell's testimony for the proponents 
is, that the Government would make the matter as ea«y as possible for 
the proponents, who were to let judgment of confiscation go in the 
cases of the seizure of the distilleries and rectifying-houses, and, as 
by turning State's evidence they would become friends of the Govern- 
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ment, no sale shoald be had at all, unless popular opinion imperatively 
demanded it, &c. This arrangement, Mr. Matthews said, would prac- 
tically result in civil and criminal immunity. 

Bussell says that at Chicago they had a consultation with the coun- 
sel, and that it was understood among them that, if they acted in good 
faith, the Government would be lenient with them and might release 
them altogether. 

He says further, that in his last conversation with Matthews at 
Chicago, Matthews told him that they might rely upon getting, iu the 
end, civil as well as criminal immunity, and that thereupon their at- 
torneys were instiructed to close the arrangement He adds: 

" It is not my intention to convey the idea that the conversation and 
agreement with Mr. Matthews entered into or formed any part of the 
agreement made between the attorneys for ourselves and the Qovem- 
ment, or that the same was reported to the Oovernment attorneys at all.^ 

My conclusions are — 

1. That no oflBcer or officers of the Government had any legal authority 
to make such an agreement as is alleged. 

2. That no such agreement was ever made. 

3. That the offer of compromise should be declined. 
Respectfully submitted by 

H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
The Secretary. 



The following decision of the Secretary is endorsed on Assistant 
Secretary French's report : 

Treasury Department, May 6, 1877. 

I have carefully examined this proposition for compromise, and have 
considered the brief of Charles H. Reed, Esq., attorney for the pro- 
ponents, in objection to the opinion of Assistant Secretary Frenchjof 
this Department, and now approve his opinion and decline the proposed 
compromise. 

The verbal agreement referred to, so far as it is established by proof, 
has been fully executed on the part of the Government by the release 
of the proponents from imprisonment for crimes committed under the 
revenue laws. It did not undertake to, and could not under the law, 
extend to a release of the proponents for taxes due, orforfeitures in- 
curred under the internal-revenue laws. It does not appear that any 
such release from pecuniary liability \^as proposed to any officer of the 
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€k>yemment having authority to make a compromise. Both the Secre- 
tary and Solicitor of the Treasury deny any such agreement, and none 
was reported to this Department The evidence of the oral arrange- 
ment with the District Attorney is so vague and unsatisfiEkctory that 
an executive officer of the Government would not be justified in act- 
ing upon it, and the court has already given it full effect in discharging 
the proponents from imprisonment. 

The power to compromise debts and other pecuniary liabilities to the 
United States is a discretionary power vested in the Secretary of the 
Treasury. He has jurisdiction to compromise only upon the previous 
recommendation of other officers, and he alone can make the compro- 
mise or authorize it to be made. 

The release of parties against whom the United States has claims 
for fines, penalties, forfeitures, and taxes, amounting to $597,993 39, 
should not be made by him except upon the clearest grounds of public 
policy. The offer of coinpromise in this case is the nominal sum of 
one hundred dollars, and would leave the defendants, who have con- 
fessed themselves guilty of crime, not only relieved from criminal 
punishment, but from the payment of large amounts of taxes admitted 
to be due, and of fines, penalties, and forfeitures plainly due under the 
revenue la ws«- 

The release of these proponents, after participating in a crime of 
stK^h magnitude, merely because they confessed their ^uilt, would be a 
dangerous example. The payment of the taxes due and of the losses 
incurred by the Government by reason of their offences, with interest 
and costs, would be the least that could be demanded of them with 
just regard to the public interests. That this cannot be collected by 
reason of their insolvency, is no justification for their release. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 



(3233.) 
Dried Flum* — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, Ma/y 9, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (4103 e) of A. Moller & Go. from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 2^ cents per pound on certain plums,^ im- 
ported per << Rotterdam," March 12, 1375, which the importers claim 
to be dutiable at 1 cent per pound, as <^ prunes." 
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The appraiser, in his special report transmitted by you, states that 
the merchandise in question consists of plums, and not prunes, as they 
are the fruit of the ungrafted plum tree, which are known in France, 
where produced, as ^^ prunes coinmunej^ to distinguish them from the 
prunes of commerce, which being the fruit of the grafted plum tree, are 
knpwn as ^^ prunes cPenteJ' 

The goods, therefore, being ^^ plums," which are dutiable at the rate 

of 2^ cents per pound, under the special provision in Schedule M, (Heyl, 

1393,) your decision assessing duty thereon at that rate is hereby 

affirmed. 

EespectfuUy, 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 



Assistant SecretQ/ry. 



Collector of Customs, New York. 



(3234.) 
JEntryfor Transportation and Uofportation, 

Tbbasury Department, May 10, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter dated the 6th in- 
stant, stating that it is your practice to allow the entry for transpor- 
tation of merchandise of less than one hundred dollars in value, though 
it be not accompanied by a consular invoice. 

In reply, you are informed that dn the 18th of February, 1876, the 
Department decided that withdrawal entry for transportation or ex- 
portation could not be allowed in the case of merchandiise not duly 
invoiced, but entered by appraisement. 

The decision related to merchandise admitted to entry by appraise- 
ment without invoice for payment of duties, and which the owner 
finally desired to export from warehouse without payment. 

You will be governed by such decision, and hereafter decline to allow 
the entry for transportation or exportation of any merchandise con- 
cerning which a proper invoice has not been presented. 

Whether, on entries for consumption or warehouse of merchandise 
not valued at more than one hundred dollars, such invoice may be dis- 
pensed with, is a question left to your discretion in each case. 

Respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 
Assistant Secretary, 

Collector of Customs, Baltimore, Md. 
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(3235.) 
Damage Allotoaiice on Green Fruit, 

Tebasuey Department, May 14, 1877. 

Sib : deferring to your letter of the 29th of March last, iu regard to 
damage allowance on green frnit, I have to state that on the importa- 
tion of green fruit by Messrs. Isaac Jeans & Co. per the "Juliet C. 
Clark," February 29, 1876, it appears that the lemons and oranges were 
damaged 20 per cent, by salt water, and that the oranges were dam- 
aged in addition 15 per cent, by decay on the vo^^age of importation. 

Under these circumstances the appraiser's report allowed the damage 
which occurred by salt water and excluded the damage which occurred 
by decay. 

Upon a submission of the appraiser's report to the collector of cus- 
toms at New York, the appraiser at that port has reported that his 
practice is to regard the damage by salt water as occurring by decay, 
and to make no allowance unless in excess of 25 per cent. 

The evident effect of salt water would seem to be to cause decay of the 
i&>uit, and the Department regards it as a loss by decay. The loss by 
decay must be fixed by statutory rule, no matter how the decay is 
produced. 

You will hereafter conform your action to this rule. In this connec- 
tion I transmit for your further information and guidance a copy of a 
letter this day addressed to the collector of customs at New York in 
regard to damage allowances on green fruit. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 

Collector of Customs, Philadelphia^ Pa, 



(3236.) 
Damage Allowance on Green Fruit, 

Tbeasuby Department, May 14, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, 
enclosing a report from the appraiser, upon the subject of damage 
aUowanoes on green fruit. 

The appraiser states that it is the practice of his office to make iio 
allowanc^or damage occurring to green fruit on the voyage of impor- 
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tation, anless the loss exceeds' 25 per oentnm of the entire quantity 
shipped, sach action being based on the provision in Schedule M, which 
states that no allowance shall be made for loss by decay on the voy- 
age, anless the loss shall exceed 25 per centam of the qoantity, and 
the allowance then made shall be only for the amount of loss in excess 
of 25 per centam of the whole quantity. 

The Department is of the opinion that qua/ntity specified, in said 
provision of law, must be held to relate to the quantity specified in the 
damage application and landed in the United States, and not that 
shipped at the foreign port In many instances a portion of a cargo 
of green fruit becomes wholly worthless by decay, and such portion is 
to be excluded in considering the quantity upon which damage is to 
be estimated unless it is included in the damage warrant. 

An illustration of this rule may be stated, as follows : An invoice 
embraces 1,000 boxes of oranges 3 200 boxes become entirely worth- 
less on the voyage of importation. The importer makes application 
for allowance of damage on the remaining 800 boxes. Before making 
such application, however, he is required to make affidavit that he has 
personally inspected and examined the merchandise described in the 
application, and that the same has sustained damage, &c. T'rom this 
affidavit it is assumed that the quantity specified in the damage war- 
rant is all more or less damaged. If upon the 800 boxes before men- 
tiobed, the appraiser reports 200 boxes not damaged and 600 boxes 
damaged 30 per centum, the importer would not be entitled to any 
allowance therefor, as 30 per centum on 600 boxes is not 25 per centam 
on the 800 boxes specified in the damage warrant, the 800 boxes being 
regarded as the quantity specified in the law. 

Your action and that of the appraiser will be in accordance with the 
rule herein set forth. 

I enclose, for your further information, a copy of letter this day ad- 
dressed to the collector at Philadelphia, in regard to decay of fruit in 
consequence of becoming wet by salt water on the voyi^e of importa- 
tion. 

Respectftdly, 

H. F. FEBNOH, 
Assistant Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Ifew Torh 
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(3237.) 
Figured and Fancy Alpacas j Diagonals j i&o. — Olassifloation of, 

TuBABTTRY Dbpabtmbnt, May 14, 1877. 

Sib : Beferring to the letter of this Department, dated the 3d of 
February last, relating to the decision in the case of Herman vs, Arthur, 
in which the questioh as to the proper classification of goods known 
as figured and fancy alpacas, diagonals, &c., black in color, and com- 
posed wholly or in part of wool, worsted, the hair of the alpaca, goat, 
or other like animals, was involved, I have to state that the Depart- 
ment deems it prdper to more clearly define the goods, which in its 
opinion such decision should be held to cover. 

The evidence adduced at the trial of the case mentioned shows that 
dealers in these goods regard fabrics of the kind above alluded to as 
dress goods, and sell them as such for the use of women and children, 
while tailors and dealers in cloths for men's wear use them for linings 
and similar purposes. 

It appears also that they are sometimes used in the manufacture of 
upholstery. 

Similar goods, colored, have been classified as dress goods, and the 
color, and in some instances the figure, appears to have been the only 
taiigible difference between the goods first above mentioned and others 
heretofore classified as dress goods. 

It seems to be impracticable to determine with certainty, at the time 
of the examination by the appraisers, the uses to which such goods 
are ultimately to be applied ; and it is the opinion of the expert-s of the 
customs service generally, who have been consulted, that the articles 
should be classified as dress goods, when they are of such a character 
as to reasonably fit them for use as such goods^ 

It is therefore ^u^ected that all such fabrics composed wholly or in 
part of wool, worsted, the hair of the alpaca, goat, or other like ani- 
mals, weighing less than four ounces to the square yard, and known 
as figured and fancy alpacas, diagonals, mohair serges, £Ancy mohair, 
or London twills, shall be classified hereafter as women's and chil- 
dreu's dress goods, or as assimilating thereto, under the decision afore- 
said, and Schedule L of the tariff. 

When, however, such fabrics are obviously designed for use in the 
manufiftcture of upholstery or other articles, and are not of the char- 
acter sold as dress goods for women or children, they will be excluded 
from classification as dress goods. 

Bespectfhlly, 



OOLLBOTOIt OF OXTSTOMS, New York. 



JOEOS SHEBMAI^, 
Seeretary. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



186 

(3238.) 
Dutiable Value of Importations. 

Treasury Department, May 16, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in teceipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
enclosing a report from the appraiser upon the sabject of the proper 
basis for appraisement of imported books. 

The question arose in connection with the appeal of B. Worthington, 
in which the books were invoiced at 42«. 6<f. per set. The price paid 
for previous shipments of similar books was at that rate, but it was 
stated that, in order to meet a certain competition in the American 
market, the seller had reduced the price to 30«. per set. The invoice 
was, however, made out at the former price of 42s, 6d, per set, and the 
importer claimed that this was the result of a mistake. Under these 
circumstances the Department held that the duty could not be assessed 
•upon less than 42s, 6d. per set, that being both the invoice and entered 
value. The decision was also based upon the ground that it was not 
proper to accept as a basis for assessment of duty a price which had 
been made especially for the American market, and which was less 
than the price at which similar books were sold for consumption in 
England. 

Upon a review of that case, the Department sees no occasion to 
modify the decision made thereon, that the invoice and entered value 
must be accepted as conclusive. 

Upon the general question as to whether, in the appraisement of 
imported books for assessment of duty, the appraiser is bound to as- 
certain and appraise the actual market value thereof for consumption 
in the country of exportation, as against a different value at which 
they are sold for exportation, I have to state that the report of the 
appraiser presents some practical difficulties in the ascertainment of 
the values of books for consumption abroad, which, it appears, would 
render well nigh impracticable the forced application of such a standard 
of value. 

In many cases neither the appraiser nor the importer has any 
knowledge^ of the prices at which books are sold for consumption 
abroad when that price differs from the one at which similar books are 
sold for export, the knowledge of the importer on the point being based 
on the prices he actually pays. The ciFcun^stances which attend the 
book tr$ide appear to be more varied and peculiar than those which 
attend the sale of almost any other description of merchandise, and 
^hey seem to render it impossible to fix any positive standard for the 
value of any particular book for any given time. 
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The best evidence of market value generally is the price actnally 
paid for goods, the price at which the owner freely offers them for sale 
in the ordinary coarse of trade. The importer is required by law to 
state in his invoice the price actually paid for the goods, and from the 
appraiser's report it is understood that the price at which books have 
been sold in England for export has been about the same whether the 
shipment was intended for the United States or for any other English- 
speaking country, and that an exceptional price has not been made 
exclusively for the United States. It appears also to have been the 
uniform practice of his officers to ascertain the actual market value of 
books for assessment of duty from the prices actually paid and set forth 
in invoices they were called upon to examine. It is a well recognized 
fact that various descriptions of goods manu£a>ctured in the United 
States are sold for exportation to foreign countries at prices so much 
lower than those at which they are sold for consumption in the United 
States, that, after shipment abroad, they are sold in the foreign market 
for no more than the ordinary prices at which they are sold for con- 
sumption here, and such sales are recognized as having been made in 
the.ordinary course of trade. 

In view of idl the facts, the Department is of opinion that the gen- 
eral range of prices actually paid for books shipped from foreign 
countries to the United States may properly be accepted as a standard 
for the <^ actual market value or wholesale price" prescribed by law as 
a basis for assessment of duty. It is the duty of the appraiser to as- 
certain, estimate, and appraise such value, and, subject to the views 
herein expressed, the subject is remanded to him for such action as 
the law and regulations may require. 

BespectfuUy, 

JOHN SHEEMAN, 

Secretary, 

GOLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New Tark, 



(3239.) 
Baskets cmd Basket Ornaments — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Department, May 16, 1877. 

Sm : This Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 18th 
ultimo, reporting upon the appeal (3633 e) of Mr. Charles Lichtenberg 
from your assessment of duty at the rate of 60 per cent ad valorem on 
certain baskets, and at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
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basket ornaments, imported by him, per << France," December 8 and 9, 
1876, 

From the report of the assiBtant appraiser, accompanying your letter, 
it api)ears that the articles in question consisted of ladies' work-bas- 
kets, composed of straw and silk, and of basket ornaments, compris- 
ing a representation of birds' nests and birds sarroanded by flowers 
and fe$(thers, representing more than 50 per cent, of the valae of the 
entire article. 

The work-baskets were classified by the appraiser as manufactures 
of straw and silk, straw chief value, subject to duty at the rate of 35 
per cent ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule M, Bevlsed Stat- 
utes, for baskets " composed of straw;" but in view of the provision of 
section 2499, Bevised Statutes, duty was assessed by you at the rate of 
60 per centum ad valorem, under the provision of section 1, act of Feb- 
ruary 8, 1875, for the reason that silk is subject to the higher duty. 

The report of the assistant appraiser, dated the 14th instant, shows 
that the value^of the silk contained in the work-baskets is from 7 to 10 
per cent, of the value of the goods. 

It does not, therefore, appear to be such an important feature of the 
goods as to necessarily govern their classification. 

Beferring to printed decision No. 2866, in an analogous case, you are 
instructed to readjust the entry, and to assess duties at the rate of 35 
per cent, ad valorem. 

Your assessment of duty upon the basket ornaments is hereby 

aflirmed. 

BespectfuUy, 

By order : H. F. FBBNOH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New York. 



(3240.) 
Peanuts — Duty (m. 

Trbabtjby Department, May 16, 1877. 

Sm : The Department is in receipt of your report of the 3d instant, 
with accompanying documents and samples, in relation to the appeals 
(4295 and 4296 e) of Messrs. Chew, Ying, Lung & Co., from yo^r assess- 
ment of duty at the rate of 1 cent per pound on certain peanuts, not 
shelled, imported per " Tokatea," from Hong Hong, on the 21st of 
March last, the claim of the appellants being, that the peanuts having 
been boiled in brine are subject to duty, under the provision of Schedcde 
F for " prepared vegetables,'^ at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 
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Schedule M of the ]Eteyi9ed Statutes imposes a doty of 1 cent per 
poand on peanuts or gronn^- beans, and you asjsessed that duty on the 
importation in question in accordance with that provision of law. 

The Department is of opinion that the fact that the peanuts were 
boiled as stated, is not suflQcient to remove them from the*special pro- 
vision of law named, and your decision is therefore affirmed. 
Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, 8an Francisooy Oal 



(3241.) 
Dutiable Value of ImpartaHons. 

Trbasuby Depabtmbnt, May 17, 1877. 

Sib : Beferring to the circular of this Department^ dated the dOth 
ultimo, in regard to the ascertainment of dutiable value of merchan- 
dise, for which it is claimed there is no actual market value abroad, I 
have to state that the circular sets forth that, '< in cases where the 
manufacturer ships all his goods to the United States on consignment 
for sale, and the market value cannot be ascertained by the methods 
before indicated, it should be fixed by reference to the market value of 
the component materials of the goods at the time and place of manu- 
facture, with the expense of manufacture,, ^nd a fair manufacturer's 
profit added ^ and the appraised value in such cases cannot be less 
than the cost and profit so ascertained." 

This ruling was predicated from the understanding that the time of 
manufacture and time of shipment to the United States were one and 
the same. 

Where the shipment is made subsequent to the time of manufacture, 

and the market value of the component materials of the goods, at the 

time and place of manu&cture, differs from the market value of such 

materials at the place of manufacture and time of export, the value of 

such materials at the time of export must be taken in ascertaining the 

proper market value, the law making the basis for ascertainment of 

duty on goods subject to duty ad valorem, the actual market value or 

wholesale price thereof, at the time and place of exportation. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
COLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, Kew YorJc. 
16 
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(3242.) 
Earthenware-^ Olassification of. 

Treasury Department, May 17, 1877. 

Sir: This Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 0th 
instant, in which you inquire whether earthenware, composed of " bos t" 
and " seconds" in the same package, and covered by one description 
and price in the invoice, should be assessed at the highest rate of duty 
to which any portion of the goods would be subject when imported 
separately. 

In reply, you are informed that invoices in which such goods are 
designated as " unselected,'^ or " best and seconds mixed," or in some 
other similar manner, may be accepted as indicating a class of ware 
inferior in quality and price to " best;" that in such cases an interme- 
diate rate of discount may be allowed, and that the appraiser should 
determine the dutiable value of the goods by actual examination. 

The provisions of section 2910, Eevised Satutes, are held not to 
apply. 

Eespectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 
Assistant Secretary, 

U. S. General Appraiser, Boston, Mass. 



(3243.) 
Linen Lace — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, May 19, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, 
reporting further on the appeal (9981 d) of Messrs. Opdycke, Teny & 
Steele, from your assessment of duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad 
valorem on certain linen lace imported by them, per " Lessing," March 
21, 1876, the appellants claiming to enter the same as thread lace at 
the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem. 

It appears from the report of the appraiser, submitted by you, that 
the lace in question is known as " linen yak lace," and is not known in 
commerce as thread lace, and that it was classified as '' manufactures 
of flax not otherwise provided for," subject to duty at the rate of 40 
per cent, ad valorem. 
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This ciassification being in accordance with the Department's de- 
cision of July 7, 1873, (Synopsis 1615,) on linen Cluny lace, your 
decision is hereby affirmed. 

Eespectfully, 

By order: R. 0. McCORMIOK, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, New York, 



(3244.) 
Banmge to Goods in Bond, 

Treasury Department, May 19, 1877. 

Gentlemen : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 13th 
altimo, in reference to certain cargoes of uncleaned Japan rice, con-, 
signed to you per " Parmenio," " Cleopatra," and " Wallace," a^d en- 
tered in bond, which, on being withdrawn from warehouse and cleaned, 
showed a large deficiency, whereas you state that had you been al- 
lowed to clean it in bond, the loss would, in all probability, have been 
but a small percentage of the quantity stored, and you inquire whether 
there is any statute under which you can get a return of the duties 
paid on the excess. 

In reply I have to state that, from the papers before the Department, 
it appears that duties were assessed upon the weight returned by the 
weigher, and it does not appear that there was any error made in the 
return. The law imposes duty upon the quantity of merchandise ac- 
tually imported, consequently the quantity shown by the weigher's 
return was the correct basis for assessment of duty. 

In regard to that portion of your letter which requests an abatement 
of duties on the ground that the rice was damaged by weevil while in 
bonded warehouse, t have to state that the law provides that there 
shall be no abatement of duties or allowance made for any injury, dam- 
age, deterioration, loss, or leakage sustained by any merchandise 
while deposited in any public or private bonded warehouse, except 
when such loss or damage occurs by accidental fire or' other casualty, 
consequently the Department is precluded from granting you any 
abatement of duty on account of such damage. 

In reference to your suggestion that importers should be allowed to 
clean rice in bond, you are informed that the act of March 24, 1874, 
authorizes the establishment of bonded warehouses to be used for the 
storage and cleansing of imported rice intended for exportation to for- 
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eign countriesj bat there is no pronsion of law aathoming the cleaning 
of rice in bond when intended for consnmption in the United States. 
Bespectfolly, 

By order: R. 0. MoOOBMIOK, 

Assigtant Secretary. 
Messrs. Dickson, DbWolf & Co., San Francisco^ C(U. 



(3246.) 
Departmental Postage. 

Tbeabuby Department, May 21, 1877. 

So mnch of Department Circalar No. 48, current series, dated April 
2, 1877, as requires or permits the officers and clerks of subordinate 
offices of the Treasury Department, located elsewhere than in the city 
of Washington, to use the envelopes provided for by sections 5 and 6 
of the act eutitied <^An act establishing post-roads, and for other pur- 
poses," approved March 3, 1877, in lien of the official postage-stamps 
fhmished to and used by said officers and clerks under former regula- 
tions, is hereby revoked, and they will continue the use of such stamps 
for the transmission of their official mail, as heretofore — ^the Attorney 
General having given his opinion that only the Executive Departments 
and the bureaus and officers connected therevrith at the seat of Gov- 
ernment, are authorized to substitute for official postage stamps the 
envelopes provided for by the sections above referred to. 

All circular and other instructions of this Department relative to 
supplying, using, and accounting for offiicial postage stamps in force 
prior to the issuing of circular No. 48, and which were revoked, changed, 
or modified by that circular, are hereby restored and continued in force 
in so far as they apply to the officers and clerks to whom this circular 
is addressed, and all such officers and clerks will take notice and govern 
themsl^es accordingly. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

aeereta/ry. 

To ALL Offioebs AND Glbbks fit the service of the Treasury De- 
partmenty not employed in the Department proper and its Bureaus 
located in the City of Washinfitonj and to others whom it may concern. 
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(3246.) 
Importations hy Mail 

Treasury Department, May 21, 1877. 

Sir : Tour deputy's letter of the 12th instant is received, inquiring 
whether, under Department Circular Ko. 61, dated the 3d instant, par* 
ties claiming articles valued at less than fifty dollars, seized for impor- 
tation by mail, are precluded from applying to this Department for 
relief, and whether such articles are to be released exclusively upon 
payment of the appraised value. 

!the directions contained in the circular mentioned, to release arti- 
cles seized for importation by mail when valued at less than fifty dol- 
lars, under section 3081, Bevised Statutes, are not held by the Depart- 
ment to preclude applications for relief under Title LXYIII of the 
Eevised Statutes, and article 876, Regulations of 1874. 

The public interest, however, requires that importations of dutiable 

articles by mail should be checked, and you will demand the appraised 

value in all cases, as directed by the circular; but this action will not 

prejudice the right of any clainiant to apply to the Department for 

relief. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary, 
Surveyor op Customs, 8t. Louis, Mo. 



(3247.) 

Canadian Steamers carrying Passengers from otie Fort to a/notherin the 
United States via CanadjUin Port 

Treasury Department, May 23, 1977. 

Sir : Your letter of the 8th instant is received, in which you request 
instructions as to your treatment of the steamers of a Canadian line 
running between Charlotte, in the district of Genesee, N. T., and Clay- 
ton and Alexandria Ray, in your district, carrying passengers and 
their baggage between the points named, but touching at Canadian 
ports in the course of their respective trips. 

In the case of the steamer << Magnet,'^ one of the line, as it is sup- 
posed, of the steamers to which you refer, and which was seized fbr a 
presumed violation of sections 3110 and 4347, Revised Statutes, on 
aooacmt of the conveyance of passengers and baggage as above de- 
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scribed, the Department decided, in it9 instractions addriessed to you 

on the 24th of July and the 2d of November of last year, that there 

had been no violation of the sections cited. 

In response to yoar present communication, it now directs that yon 

offer no obstruction to the steamers in question on the ground of the 

violation of those sections, so long as their trips include a stoppage at 

Canadian ports, and so long ais they transport between American 

ports, the termini of their trips, only passengers and baggage. 

Yery respectfully, 

JOHN SHEEMAN, 

8ecretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Cape Vincent, N. T. 



(3248.) 
Old Coim — Duty on, 

Tbbasuey Depabtiabnt, May 22, 1877. 

Sm: The Department has received your letter dated the 10th in- 
stant, in relation to the classification of a case of small Japanese cop- 
per coins imported into San Francisco, and transported in bond to 
your port. 

The question involved is, whether the coins are exempt from duty 
under the provision in the free list for '* coins ♦ ♦ copper,'' or whether 
they are dutiable as "old copper.'' 

The coins appear to be substantially similar, to those mentioned in 
the case of Crocker vs. Eedfield, 4th Blatchford, 378, in which it was 
decided that they were dutiable as " old copper," in the absence of 
proof that they were imported to be used as part of the currency of 
the country, or that they were at the time of the importation a part of 
such currency. 

The provision of law as to the free entry of coin existing at the time 
such decision was made, being the same as that now in force, said 
decision may be adopted as a precedent for this case ; and as the De- 
partment has not been furnished with any satisfactory evidence that 
the coin is to be used in such a manner as to entitle it to free eitry 
under the rule above stated, your decision is affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

R. C. MoCOBMICK, 



CoLLEOTOB OF Customs, New York. 



Assistant feretory. 
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(3249.) 
Alien Tannage Tax. 

Tbbasuby Dbpaktmbnt, May 24, 1877. 

. Sib : The Department is in receipt of youi: letter of th&23d ultimo^ 
in which yon call attention to so much of the << act to perfect the re- 
vision of the statutes of the United States and of the statutes relating 
to the District of Columbia," approved February 27, I877j as amends 
section 4219 of the Revised Statutes ; and referring to that clause of 
the amended section which declares that /^ any vessel, any officer of 
which shall not be a citizen of the United States, shall pay a tax of 
fifty cents x>er ton," yon inquire to what vessels the clause in question 
applies, and who are officers of a vessel within its meaning." 

The Department decides that the vessels referred to in the section 
as amended are vessels of the United States, properly documented, 
arriving at any port of entry from a foreign port 

Of such vessels arriving from a foreign port, first, masters and mates 
are to be regarded as officers ) secondly, such engineers and pilots are 
also to be considered officers on steam-vessels of the United States 
arriving fromforeign ports as shall Hot have conformed to the require- 
ments of the statute authorizing the employment 6f certain aliens as 
engineers and pilots, approved April 17, 1874, (U. S. Statutes at Large, 
vol. 18, part 3, p. 30.) 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHEBMAN, 

8ecreiiary, 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, San FranoiacOj Oal. 



(3250.) 
Tonnage Tax on Northern^ Northeastern^ and Northwestern Frontiers. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, Jfay 25, 1877. 

Stb : Your letter of the 14th instant is received, in which, referring 
to the Department's communication addressed to you on the 25th ulti- 
mo, (No. 3216, Synppsis of Decisions for the month of April, 1877,) you 
inquire in regard to the amount of tonnage tax that should be collected 
of vessels not documented, but belonging wholly to citizens of the 
United States, upon their entry from a foreign port. 

By reference to that communication you will perceive that undocu- 
mented vessels of the character described are embraced in the second 
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and fifth classes therein enumerated. Being <* vessels not of the Uni- 
ted States, they are liable, under the adt of February 27, 1877, to a tax 
of fifty (50) cents per ton ; and inasmuch as they enter from a foreign 
port or place, they are subject to an additioni^l tax of thirty (30) cents 
per ton. Upon such entry, they are therefore subject, under the act 
that amends section 4219, Bevised Statutes, to a tax of eighty (80) 
cents per ton. 

But under section. 4225, Bevised Statutes, which, under the denomi- 
nation of " light-money," imposes a duty of fifty (60) cents per ton " on 
all vessels not of the United States which may enter the ports of the Uui- 
ted States," such vessels become subject, on entry from a foreign port 
or place, to a tax of fifty (50) cents per ton in addition to the eighty 
(80) cents imposed by the act of February 27, 1877 — that is, to a total 
tax of one dollar and thirty cents per ton. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHBBMAN, 

S^sretary. 

OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, MarquetUy Mich. 



(3251.) ^ 
Tonnage Tax on Northern^ Northeattem^ and Northwestern Frontiers, 

Tbeasxtbt Dbpabtmbnt, May 25, 1877. 

Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, relative to 
the American propeller <' City of Duluth," and asking whether she is 
liable to the payment of tonnage tax under the circumstances stated. 

It appears that this vessel cleared from Chicago to the port of Du- 
luth, Minnesota, intending to touch and unlade cargo at an interme- 
diate Canadian port, and the port of Prince Arthur'i^ Landing, in Can- 
ada, was entered, and the cargo destined for that place discharged. 
Without completing her voyage to buluth, the port of destination 
named in her manifest, she recrossed Lake Superior to Ashland, Wis- 
consin, a sub-port in your district, unladed the remainder of her cargo, 
marked to Duluth, to be forwarded by another vessel, reported to the 
deputy collector at Ashland, and cleared thence for Chicago. 

You are informed that an American vessel can clear from one Amer- 
ican port to another, and take on and discharge cargo at an interme- 
diate foreigQ port without inpurring the payment of tonnage tax, i>ro- 
vided such vessel shall complete her voyage, and that the port of 
destination shall be a port of entry or delivery established by law. 
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This vessel did not comi^lete her voyage, and did not discharge her 

cargo in accordance with her dearance. She is not, therefore, exempt 

firom tonnage tax under section 2793 of the Eevised Statutes, and you 

are directed to require the tax to be paid. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: E. 0. MoOORMIOK, 

AsHstant Secretari/. 
GoLLEOTOB OF OusTOMS, Marquette^ Mieh. 



(3252.) 
Documenting of OmuU-BoaU and Barges. 

TSBASUBY Dbpabtment, Mog 26, 1877. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, transmitting a 
communication of the 30th March last, addressed to you by Messrs. 
G^rge W. Bush & Son, and Ghas. Warner & Co., of Wilmington, rel- 
ative to the enrolling and licensing of their barges, used in the trans- 
portation of merchandise between your port and the port of Philadel- 
phia. These barges are used in carrying cargoes both wajrs betw^een 
the ports named, but are not navigated by sails or steam of their own. 

It is claimed that barges of a like character at Philadelphia and 
other ports are not required to be enrolled and licensed, and the appli- 
cants request that their barges be treated in like manner, which re- 
quest you submit to the Department for its decision. 

I reply, that the Department decides that barges which are employed 
on canals, or the internal waters of any State, although they pass into 
the navigable jraters of the United States, are exempt firom enrolment 
and license under the provisions of the act of April 18j 1874, if tiiey 
are not provided with sails or propelling power of their own, and are 
not employed in trade with Canada. 

If the barges in this case come under the exemption stated, you will 
not require tliem to be enrolled and licensed ; but all bargte of five 
tons burden and upwards, engaged in trade exclusively on the waters 
of the United States, should be documented. 
Very respectfully. 

By order : H. F. FEBNGH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

GoLLBOTOB OP GusTOMS, Wilmington^ Del. 
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(3253.) 
Earthenware — Duty on. 

Tbbasuby Department, May 26, 1877. 

Sir : The Department ia in receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
reporting in relation to a difference in opinion between the appraisers 
at your port and San Francisco, respectively, as to the proper classifi- 
cation of certain merchandise imported into the last-named port, and 
transported thence to your port in bond. 

It appears that at San Francisco the merchandise was classified as 
j^celain-ware, glazed, painted, &c., at a duty of 50 per cent, ad valo- 
rem, while at your port it was classified as earthenware^ dutiable at the 
rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem. 

Porcelain-ware is defined to be a semi-transparent variety of earth- 
enware, or '< generally all earthenware which has been semi- vitrified, 
and become translucent in the kiln." (See McElrath's Dictionary, 
page 397.) 

An inspection of samples of the merchandise in question shows 
that, notwithstanding it i$ styled "porcelain- ware'' in the invoice, it 
presents none of the semi- vitrified or semi-translucent properties or 
features of that description of ware, but that it is a species of earthen- 
ware manufactured in Japan, which not being comprised under the 
terms "china'' or "porcelain" ware, is dutiable at the rate of 40 per 
cent, ad valorem, under the provision (Heyl, 935) for "all other earth- 
enware glazed, edged, printed, painted," &c. 

You will, therefore, adjust the entry at your port accordingly. 

The invoice and entry are herewith returned. 
Respectfully, 

By order: R. C. MoCORMICK, 



Collector of Customs, Neio YorTc. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3254.) 
Steel Embossing' Dies — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, Ma/y 26, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (4355 e) of Siedewitz & Franke from your de- 
cision assessing duty at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
steel embossing-blocks, imported per " Braunschweig," April 27, 1877, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



M9 

^hich the importers claim to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent, ad 
valorem, under the provision in Schedule M, for << plates engraved 
of steel." 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the steel 
blocks in question are not the engraved steel plates for use in litho 
graphing or printing, which are covered by^ the said provision of law, 
but that they are forged steel plates or blocks, one inch or more in 
thickness, with a design impressed thereon by means of a die, or oth- 
erwise than by the tools of an engraver, (except in the mere finishing, 
to correct the imperfections of the die,) which are manufactured and 
used for the purpose of embossing or shaping card-boards from a plain 
surface into raised figures or designs in alto relievo. 

The Department concurs in the opinion expressed by yourself and 
the appraiser, that the claim of the appellants is not well founded, and 
that the steel blocks, not being specially enumerated, are dutiable at 
the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule 
E, for "all manufactures of steel, or of which steel shall be a compo- 
nent part, not otherwise provided for." 

Your decision is af&rmed. 

Respectfully, 

By order: R. C. McOORMIOK, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, Baltimore^ ^Id. 



(3255.) 
Musical Bird- Cage — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, May 26, 1877. 

Siift : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (4323 e) of Strasburger, Pfieffer & Co. from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem on 
a certain so-calleil musical bird-cage, imported per " Hermann," Feb- 
ruary 20, 1877, and claimed by the impol'ters to be dutiable at the rate 
of 30 per cent, ad valorem, as a musical instrument. 

The special report of the appraiser shows that the article is a bird- 
cage, with figures of singing-birds inside, which, being attached by a 
mechanical contrivance to a musical box, go through certain evolutions 
during the performance of the music. 

It also appears that the materials composing the article consist of 
artificial flowers, glass, steelj and wood, and that the music-box attached 
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thereto is not of sufficient importance to gire character to the article 
as a masical instmment. 

The DepaFtment is of opinion that the article is not a masical in- 
strument within the meaning of that term as used in the tariff, and as 
it is not specially enumerated in any other prorision of law, it is duti- 
abl<6 at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem, as a manufacture in part 
6f steel, (steel being one of its component materials,) in accordance 
with Department's decision in a somewhat analogous case, dated April 
6,1876, (Synopsis 2746.) 

Your decision is affirmed. 

BespecttuUy, 

R. 0. MoOORMIOK, 

Assistant Secretary. 
, CoLLBOTOR OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3256.) 
Damage — Salt wUhdratmJram Bond for Curing Food-fishes. 

Tbbasuby Department, May 26, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, 
in which you ask whether an allowance for damage can be made on 
certain salt, which was withdrawn from bond in July last, to be taken 
on board the schooner << Chas. Shearer" for the purpose of curing fish, 
but which, not being so used, is now rciturned to your port in the same 
vessel. 

In reply, you are informed that the salt in question, being under 
bond, is not entitled to any allowauce for damage, unless the damage 
occurred by reason of " accidental fire or other casualty," (see a^rticles 
769, &c., of the Customs Eegulations,) which does not appear to have 
been the case in this instance. 

The Department also states that under its ruling of October 16, 1875, 
(Synopsis 2471,) salt cannot be withdrawn from bond without payment 
of duty unless for use in curing fish commonly used for food. 

The said salt, therefore, if withdrawn from bond for any other pur- 
pose than in curing " food -fishes," will be subject to the duty charged 
in the original entry, vi2., 8 cents per 100 pounds. 
Respectfully, 

By order: R. C. MoCORMICK, 

Assistant Secretary. 

Collector of Customs, gionington, Conn. 
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(3257.) 

Terra Aluminous — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, May 26, 1877. 

SiE : The Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the. 24th 
instant, reporting on the appeal (4061 e) of James Henry fix)m your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 26 per cent, ad valorem on cer- 
tain so called "terra aluminous'' imported into your port per "Oas- 
sini,'' in February last, which the importer claims is exempt from duty 
as assimilating to " terria-alba aluminous." 

It appears, firom an inspection of a sample and the special report of 
the appraiser, that the merchandise in question is not terra-alba alumi- 
ndns, nor in any way assimilating thereto, excepting that it is an earthy 
and mineral substance, but that it is a polishing powder, which is du- 
tiable at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, under the provisions in 
Schedule M, (Heyl, 1394,) for " polishing powders of all descriptions." 

Your decision is therefore affirtned. 
Respectfully, 

By order: R. C. MoCORMICK, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, New York. 



(3258.) 
Sails and Rigging from Wrecked Vessel, 

Treasury Department, May 26, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your communication of the 
12th instant, with enclosures, further in regard to the application of 
Messrs. Wesley, Rickets & Son for the free entry of certain sails and 
rigging from the schooner " Francis," wrecked in foreign waters, the 
application being based on the ground that at the time of the casualty 
the ship named was an American vessel. 

It appears that the vessel was of American build, and that during 
the late rebellion was put under the British flag, and that thereafter,^ 
aud prior to being wrecked, said vessel was transferred by a bill of sale 
to a citizen of the United States. With reference thereto I have to 
state that the vessel having been confessedly under the British flag, 
(the bill of sale declaring it to be the. " British schooner Francis,") and 
having been put under British register at Kingston, Jamaica, in 1864, 
during the existence of the late rebellion in the United States, it is, by 
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virtae of section 4135 of the Bevised Statutes, excluded from the rights 
and privileges accorded to vessels of the United States in the absence 
of any express provision of law conferring such privileges, and the 
sails and rigging taken from said vessel must therefore be subjected to 
duty on being imported into the United States, under article 476 of 
the Customs Begulations. 
The bill of sale is herewith returned. 

Respectftdly, 



OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, BaUimorej Md. 



H. F. FEBNOH, 
A89istant Secretary. 



(3259.) 

Time that Goods maybe allowed to remain on Dock after discharge from 

VesseL 

Tbeasuby Dspabtment, May 29, 1877. 

Sbr : Your letter of the 23d instant is received, in which you request 
instructions in regard to the time from which the forty-eight hours 
mentioned in the Department's circular of the 5th instant, concerning 
the discharge of steamships at night, shall commence to run. 

The. circular states that the collector may, at the request of the 
master, agent, or owner of the v^sel, allow goods landed, but not per- 
mitted, to remain on the docks, at the sole -risk of the owner of the 
vessel, not longer than forty-eight hours from the time of their 
discharge. 

You will regard the forty-eight hours as beginning to run from the 

time the vessel actually completes her discharge of cargo, and the time 

of such discharge will be endorsed by the insi>ector superintending the 

same, upon the general-order permit. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN SHBEMAJsr, 

Secretary. 
OpLLEOTOB OP Customs, New TorJc. 
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TO OOLLEOTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



Tbeasxtby Department, 

Washington, D. 0., July 2, 1877. ^ 

The following DecisioDS of the Department for the month of Jane^ 

1877, upon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress, relating 

to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published herewith 

for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

E. 0. MoCOBMIOK, 

Acting Secretary, 



(3260.) 
Cotton Ties — Duty on, 

Tbbasuby Department, <7ttn« 1, 1877. 

Sir: This Department is in receipt of jour letter, dated the 22d 
ultimo, transmitting a report by the appraiser in reference to an im- 
portation of "cotton ties^ by Messrs. Warren, JOnes & Co., per "China,'^ 
July &9, 1876. 

The appraiser reports that the ties were imported in bundles ; that 
the straps or hoops were of the requisite length for cotton ties, and 
that each bundle had the same number of locks or buckles strung on 
one of the straps, as there were straps or hoops in the bundle. 

He states further, that he has no doubt that the importation, was for 
use as " cotton ties," and that, since classifying them, he has been in- 
formed that the buckle is not intended to be fastened to the. strap by 
riveting, but that the strap is simply passed through one end of ^e 
buckle and turned down, the pressure, when the strap is on the bale, 
being sufficient to hold the tie in place. 

In consideration of these facts, you state that duties should have 
been assessed upon the merchandise at the rate of 35 per cent, ad 
valorem, in accordance with the decision of July 30, 1868, embodied in 
Synopsis !N'o. 181, instead of at the rate of 1^ cents per pound, the duty 
actually impelled. 

The Department, after due investigation, has ascertained that it is 
17 
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the practice at the principal ports, other than Boston, at which ties 
are imported, to bls^if j them, when sabstautially similar to those above 
aUaded to, as manufactures of iron, whether the buckles are riveted to 
the straps or otherwise; and it is satisfied that such ties constitute 
complete ^'cotton ties" within the meaning of the decision in the case 
tried in the United States circuit court at Kew Orleans, referred to in 
Ko. 181 of the printed Synopsis of the Decisions of the Department. 

Future importations of this character will, therefore, be classified 
accordingly. 

' Respectfully, 



H. F. FBENOH, 
Assistant Secretary. 



OoLLEOTOB OP OusTOMs, Boston, Mass, 



(3261.) 
Shipper^ s Manifest 

Treasury Department, June 2, 1877. 

BiR : I am in receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, submitting to 
the decision of the Department the question asked by Mr. Le Baron, of 
your city, in a communication which you enclosed, in connection with 
the Norwegian bark " Henriette," viz : 

Can the shipper's manifest be made by any other than the shipper, 
provided it is sworn to and subscribed, as required, by the party wish- 
ing to clear the vessel t 

You are informed that the master of this vessel, in order to clear her 
for a foreign port, cannot subscribe and make oath to the manifest, 
which the law (sec. 4200 of the Bevised Statutes) and the regulations, 
(arts. 183 and 184,) require to be subscribed and sworn to by the owners, 
shippers, or consignors of the cargo on board. Before the vessel is 
cleared, the manifests required of both the master and the consignors 
must be delivered to you in the proper form and by the proper parties. 
Very respectfully. 

By order : H. F. FBBNOH, 



COLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, Fensacola, Fla. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3262.) 

Hawaiiaf^ Sugar-^When Dktiahle under Treaty. 

Tbbasubt Department, June 2, 1877. 

Sib: The Department has had under consideration your report of 
December 2 last, with accompanying documents, in relation to the 
appeal (2559 e) of the California Sugar Eeflnery, per 0. A. .Hcl^nlty, 
attorney, from your assessment of duty on certain 388 kegs sugar im- 
ported per bark^'B. 0. Wylle'^ Irom Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, 
November 14, 1876. 

The appellants claim that the sugar in question is entitled to free 
entry under article 1 of the reciprocity treaty between the United 
States and the Hawaiian Islands, ratified January 30, 1875, and the 
act of August 15, 1876, carrying the treaty into effect. 

By the terms of that treaty and the law of Oongress passed in pur- 
suance thereof, approved August 15, 1876, free entry is accorded to 
muscovado, brown, and all other unrefined sugar, the growth and 
manufacture or produce of the Hawaiian Islands, <' meaning hereby* 
the grade of sugar heretofore commonly imported from the Hawaiian 
Islands and now known in the markets of San* Francisco and Portland, 
Oregon, as Sandwich Island sugar." 
Three questions are therefore presented for consideration : 
First Is the Bugar in question of the growth and manufacture ot the 
Hawaiian Islands ? 
Second. Is it unrefined sugar f 

Third. If so, is it the grade of sugar which was commonly imported 
from the Hawaiian Islands, and known in the markets of San Fran- 
cisco and Portland, Oregon, at the date of the adoption of the treaty, 
as Sandwich Island sugar! 

Upon the first point it is conceded that the sugar is the growth and 
manufacture of the Hawaiian Islands. As to the second point, I hkve 
to state that, upon submission of samples of the sugar to the experts 
of the customs at some of the principal ports, there appears to be a 
difference of opinion among them as to whether the sugar can properly 
be regarded as unrefined. It appears to have been manufactured by 
what is known as the " centrifugal process," and during the process of 
manufacture a jet of water was introduced so as to more fully clear it 
of its impurities. 

The rate of duty upon imported sugar is based mainly upon its color 
by the Dutch standard, and Schedule G of the Bevised Statutes im- 
poses a duty of four cents per pound on sugar above Ko. 20, Dutch 
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standard in color, and on all refined loaf, lump, crashed, powdered, 
and granulated sugars. . 

In the case of Barlow, claimant of So hogsheads of sugar, (appellant 
against the United States, 7 Peters, page 404,) it was held by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States that the term *' refined sugar'' is to 
be construed as exclusively limited to such as has assumed at some 
time the form of white refined loaf or lump sugar. 

Applying that rule to the preseut case, it would clearly appear thau 
the sugar in question is to be regarded as unrefined within the mean- 
ing of the treaty and of the act of Congress before mentioned. 

Upon the 3d question, as to whether this grade of sugar was at the 
time of the adoption of the treaty commonly imported into San Fran- 
cisco and Portland, Oregon-, and there known as Sandwich Island sugar, 
you report that the appria*iser states that sugar of the grade in ques- 
tion was not, prior to the adoption of the treaty, commonly imported, 
although there had been a few importations of it made into your port 
prior to the adoption of the treaty. As opposed to this, is the state- 
ment of twenty-one merchants and dealers in such sugar at San Fran- 
cisco to the effect that the sugar in question is of the grade commonly 
imported from the Sandwich Islands, and that at the time of the treaty 
it was known in the markets of San Francisco and Portland, Oregon, 
as Sandwich Island sugar. They fail to show, however, that sugar of 
as high a grade as the present was commonly imported into San Fran- 
cisco from the Hawaiian Islands at the time of, or before the adoption 
of the treaty. 

The papers in the case were referred to the collector of customs at 

Portland, Oregon, for report upon this question, and he states that 

sugar of the grade embraced in this appeal — ^that is, sugar above No. 

20, Dutch standard — was not commonly imported into Portland prior 

to the adoption of the treaty. 

The reports of the appraiser at your port and the collector of cus- 
toms at Portland, Oregon^ are therefore accepted as conclusive upon 
the question of fact as to the grade of the sugar imported prior to the 
adoption of the treaty, V^d.as these reports show that sugar of the 
grade embraced in this appeal was not commonly imported into those 
ports at that time, it follows that it is to be regarded as not admissi- 
ble, free of duty, under the treaty. 

..Your assessment of duty having been made by the standard of the 
Dutch color, in accordance with Schedule G of the Eevised Statutes^ 
your decision i^ hereby affirmed. 
• ' • ' • • ■ • • ■ # 

Bespectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Seeretarn. 
QoxjiEOTOB OF Customs, San Franoisooj Oal. 
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(3363 ) * 
ImportaUans by Post 

TBBAStTBT DEFAaxMBirr* June 6, 1877. 

The following copy of a letter addresaod to the collector of customs 
at New York, the 4th iustant, is published for the information of all 
concerned : 

'^ Sib : I am in receipt of yoar letter dated the 9th nltimo, in refer- 
ence to the circular of this Department of the 3d instant, relating to 
the seizure of articles imported through the mail. 

" You invite attention to the fact that the postal conventions with 
the Governments of the ioUowing-named countries contain authority 
for exceptions similar to that made in the circular in favor of Canada, 
to wit: Belgium, X^reat Britain, Brazil, Italy, Netherlands, North Ger- 
man Union, Switzerland, and Venezuela. 

" In reply, you are informed that — 

<< 1. Of those countries, all except Venezuela have agreed by Article 
XXV of the detailed regulations concerning the General Postal Union, 
concluded at Berne, October 9, 1875, (since the date of the conventions 
to which you refer,) that there shall not be admitted for conveyance 
by post any gold or silver money, jewels, precious articles, or any arii- 
eles whatever \isLh\e to customs duty. 

'^ The agreement as to Brazil will take effect the 1st proximo ; and 
Japan has been included therein since the 1st instant. 

"2. Pamphlets, magazine.^, books, maps, plans, engravings, draw- 
ings, photographs, lithographs, sheets of music, and patterns and 
samples of merchandise, including grains and seed, may be imported 
by post from Canada, as mentioned in the circular above referred to ; 
newspapers and prints of all kinds in sheets, in pamphlets, and in 
books, sheets of music, engravings, photographs, lithographs, drawings, 
maps, and plans, from Ecuador and Venezuela, may be imported 
through the mail as mentioned in the convention with those nations, 
on page 1109 of volume 16 and page 879 of volume 17 of the United 
States Statutes at Large ; and special provision is made for such im- 
I>ortations of newspai>ers, unsealed circulars, periodicals, pamphlets, 
books, and other kinds of printed matter, from Guatemala and Salva- 
dor, under Article 3 and Article 4, respectively, of the postal conven- 
tions with those countries; of newspapers and printed matter of every 
kind, from the Hawaiian Kingdom and New Zealand, under Article 1 
of the conventions with those countries ; of newspa|>ers and printed 
matter of every kind, and patterns or samples of merchandise, from 
New South Wales and Queensland, under Article 1 of the conventions 
with those countries; of newspajiers, reviews, or other periodical pub- 
lications, printed pamphlets, or other printed matter, from Mexico, 
under Article 1 of the convention with that country; and of news- 
papers, books, printed matter of every kind, and patterns or samples 
of merchandise, from Newfoundland, under Article 1 of the convention 
with that country, 

"3. The Department's instructions in said circular will not be held 
to interfere with the present practice, allowing the importation through 
the mail, free of duties, of single copies of newspapers, pamphlets, 
sheets of music, magazines, and reviews, from any foreign country, for 
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.tl;e personal use of the partiy to whom they are addressed, and not for 
sale; or of photographs, in limited numbers, of private individaals, for 
their own ase, or for distribution to relatives or p€|rsonal friends. (See 
printed decision 3059.) 

<^ 4. Collectors may, for the p>resent, apply to importations through 
the mail the general instructions contained in Article 1059 of t^e 
Begulatipns of 1874, giving them discretionary power, within their 
respective districts, to remit duties, when the dutiable value of an 
importation is less than $1 in amount," 

The regulations contained in the above^letter will be observed by the 

customs officers at the various ports, who,' if special instructions are 

necefjsary in any case, should apply to the Department therefor. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 

AssistcMt Secretary. 

COLLEdTOBS OP CUSTOMS Aiq) OTHBBS. 



(3264.) 
Agate Balls — Du^ on, 

Trsasitby Dbpabtment, Jwm 12, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 12th ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (43160) of Messrs. Conway Bros, from your 
assessment of duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
agate balls or marbles imported by them, per "Ohio," April 4, 1877. 

The importers claim that the articles in question are ujsed for orna- 
menting the handles of umbrellas and parasols, and are entitled to 
entry at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in 
section 2516, as non-enumerated manufactured articles. 

Upon investigation it appears that articles similar to the samples 
submitted with your report are used to a large extent by children as 
toys, and that when imported for the purpose stated by the importer, 
it is imposfflble for the appraising officer to determine by any distinctive 
mark or feature that they are to be used otherwise than as toys. 

As the rate of duty upon all importations of articles of a similar 
character should be uniform, the articles in question should be classified 
according to the use to which they are ordinarily and principally put. 

Tour assessment of duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem, is 
therefore affirmed. 

Sespectfully, : 

H. F. FRENCH, 

. A%8%etant SeGtetarff. 

CoLLBOTpB OF Customs, PWteito^^ia, Pa. 
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(3266.) 
Products of AmmiciMi Ftsheries-^Evidenoeiff. 

TsBASUBY DSPABTMEKT, June 13, 1877. 

Article 370 6f the General Begulations of 1874, is hereby so ^mended 
as to permit the free entry of fish, oil, bone, pearl-shelk, and all other 
products of American fisheries — ^brought into the United States from a 
foreign place at which no consular officer of the United States resides, 
in a vessel other than the one in which the merchandise was taken — on 
the production to the collector of customs at the port of importation, 
by the master of the importing vessel, of a manifest of such products, 
in the usual form, signed by the master of the vessel taking the mer- 
chandise^ and sworn to by him before a consular officer of some nation 
in amity with the United States ; or, if there be no such officer at the 
place, certified by two respectable resident merchants, substantially in 
the following form : 



We, 



and 



-, residing at • 



-, do de- 



clare that the facts stated in the preceding manifest and declaration, 

signed by -^ , are to our knowledge just and true, (or are 

in our opinion just and true,) and w^ortby of full faith and credit. 

We also declare that there is no American consul Or commercial 
agent residing at this place. 

Dated this day of , 18—, at . 



The form of the manifest and consular certificate abovc^ alluded to, 
required by the Department in ordinary cases, is as follows : 

Manifest of Fish (or oil or other product of the fishery) taken hy the 
— , (naming the fishing- vessel,) of the port of , in the Uni- 
ted States^ duly documented under the laws of the United States, landed 

at the port of j and destined for transshiptnent by tJie , 

(naming vessel to which transferred, and the route, if destined to 

cross either isthmus route,) to the port of ,»n the United States; 

said fish (or oil or other products) having been taken by the crew or 
company of said vessel, while at sea, since the day of , 18—. 



Marks. 



Packages. 



Port of entry in the United States. ; Consignees. 



Value. 



I, 



certify that said 



-, master of the said • 



(fishing-vessel,) do hereby 



-, above specified, was taken by the crew or 
company of said vessel, and landed at the port of , to be shipped 
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to the port of , in the United States, by. tbe — , (name of im- 

I>orting vessel,) of . 

I further certify that the above is a t'rae and faithful manifest of said 

"■ J according to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

, Master. 

Sworn (or affirmed) before me, this day of , 18 — . 



United States OimsuL 



(FobmNo. 9L) 
Certificate of United States OenstU. 

GONSIJLi.TB OF THE UnITBD STATES, 

, , 18-. 

I, , United States consul (or commercial agent) for the 

port of , do hereby certify that the above certificate was sub- 
scribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me by h^, master 

of the , of , and that I fully believe the statements therein 

to be true in every particular. 

I also certify that I have examined the papers of said vessel, and 

find her to be an American vessel, owned by • , commandied 

by , master, as shown by her register, (or enrolment or 

license,) numbered , issued at the port of , 18 — . 

[sejLl.] United States Consul. 

In all cases, the customs officers will be careful to guard against im- 
position or fraud, and, when in doubt, should submit the evidence 
presented to the Department for special instructions. 
EespectfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
OOLLEOTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(3266.) 

Circular Instructions to Custodians of Public Buildings and Others 

Concerned. 

Tbeasuby Department, June 13, 1877. 

Sib: From and after June 30, 1877, no correspond^ce addressed to 
this Department* in relation to fuel, light, water , and miscellaneous 
items for public buildings, furniture and repairs of furniture for public 
buildings, should be embraced in communications pertaining to other 
matters. 
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Instractions coDtaiDed in section 2 of Department circular of August 
7, 1875, are hereby revoked, and hereafter returns of furniture and 
fixtures must be forwarded direct to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

JOHN SHERMAN, - 

Secretary oftfie Treasury. 
Offioebs of Customs and others. 



(3267.) 
Change of Papers on Arrival froni Foreign Port. 

Tbeasuby Department, June 18, 1877. 

Sib: A communication has been addressed to the Department from 
Fort Monroe, Ya., under date of the 5th instant, by Gyrus Sears, in 
which he inquires whether, in order to avoid pilotage fees, a vessel 
arriving with a foreign cargo in your district for orders to another des- 
tination, can change her register to enrolment and license and proceed 
to New York, or another domestic port, with the same cargo on board 
that she had upon arrival, without giving bond for duties on the same. 

Yoa are informed that,, under the provisions of section 2779, Re- 
vised Statutes, the duties upon so much only of a cargo arriving in a 
district from a foreign port can be paid as is landed therein; and 
though, under section 2782, Revised Statutes, provision is made for the 
landing of h portion of a cargo that is to proceed to another domestic 
port, the privilege of bonding is granted only on condition of the 
landing of a portion of the cargo in the district of first arrival. These 
provisions apply to the movement of a registered vessel. 

Section 4322 and 4323, Revised Statutes, it is true, allow the ex- 
change of a register for an enrolment and license, but it has long 
been a rule of the Department (see article 79 of the Treasury Regula- 
tions of 1874) that '^coasting papers must not be granted to any vessel 
having on board merchandise brought from a foreign port, until it be 
wholly unladen, and the duties paid or secured." 

A vessel arriving, therefore, with cargo from a foreign portj cannot 
proceed to another domestic port with it, under enrolment and license, 
after the surrender of register, till the cargo shall have been unladen 
and the duties thereupon shall have been paid, or secured to be paid, 
in the district of first arrival. 

You will please inform Mr. Sears of this decision. 

Very respectfully, 

H, F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Oolleotob of Customs, Norfolk^ Ya. 
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Circular to Supervising and Local Inspectors of Steamhoats. 

Tbeasubt Depabtmbkt, 
Office Supervising Inspector-General of Qteamboats^ 

Washington^ D. 0., June 20, 1877. 

The attention of sapervising and local inspectors of steam-vessels is 
directed to the following extract from Department letter, June 18, to 
the supervising inspector second district, in reply to his request that 
the Department establish a standard rule defining the number of pas- 
sengers that could safely be carried on excursion steamers, base4 either 
upon their tonnage or measured deck space. The Department's reasons 
for declining to establish such standard being deemed esi)ecially im- 
portant at this time, which is the season for excursions, are herewitii 
published in circular form for the benefit and guidance of all officers 
in the steamboat-inspection service, as showing the construction of 
Bule 78 of the Bevised Bules and Regulations, 1877. 

Very respectfully, 

*■ JAS. A. DUMONT, 
Supervising Inspector-General 

[Extract.] 

" Therefore, Rule 78 wisely leaves to each inspector the responsibility 
of limiting the number of passengers for each steamer, and in assum- 
ing it he simply complies with the statute under which the hull in- 
spector is appointed, which requires that he shall be fully competent 
to make a reliable estimate of the strength, seaworthiness, and other 
qualities of the hulls <^ steam- vessels and their equipment deemed 
essential to safety of life in navigation, section 4415, Revised Statutes, 
which accords with section 4466, conferring on iuspectors the right to 
issue special permits for excursions and making them the judges of 
the carrying capacity of steamers. 

" You are informed the Department has no authority to relieve in- 
spectors from statutory obligations, or to make rules for their guidance^y 
that being a matter primarily devolving upon the board of supervising 
inspectors, subject, however, to the approval of the Department. Rule 
78 having received such approval, ha« now the force of law, and the 
Department will exact from inspectors a strict fidelity to the true intent 
and meaning of that rule, and the statutes on which it is founded. 

^' You are directed to enjoin upon the iuspectors in your district the 

necessity of frequent visits to excursion steamers, in order to have 

personal knowledge of the fact that the equipments are kept up to the 

original requirements, and that the hull and boilers are entirely safe. 

4i Very respectfully, 

" (Signed) H. F. FRENCH, 

« Assistant Secretary.^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



213 




Tonnage Tax on Northern, Northeatttemj and yorthweHem Frontiers. 

Trsasuby Dbpabtment, June 21, 1877. 

8ie: Your letter of the 13th instant is received^ in which you request 
the establishment of a rule to govern your practloe in certain cases 
relating to the delivery of manifests and the clearances of vessels. It 
appears that some diversity of practice has arisen firom the application 
of certain statutes governing the movement of vessels on the northern 
frontiers, atid the decisions of the Department under them. 

The cases yon suppose are substantially as followB : 

A vessel cleM*s from a domestic port to a similar port, (for example, 
from Cleveland to Chicago,) and, touching at a foreign intermediate 
port, takes on a cargo, the whole of which she delivers at a place, not 
established by law as a port, (for example, Saginaw,) but at whichy 
under the construction given by many collectors to section 3117, Be- 
vised Statutes, she is obliged to deliver a manifest, and at which a 
deputy collector is stationed who is authorized to receive it. If she 
takes clearance thence, her original clearance is rendered void, and she 
would not be entitled to that exemption from tonnage tax granted by 
section 2793, Bevised Statutes, under the construction given to it by 
the Department. If her manifest be delivered at the port where the 
unlading of the cargo is completed, she would be deprived of the ex- 
emption which the law intended to grant upon a clearance from a 
domestic port established by law to a. similar port; on the other hand, 
if the manifest is not delivered at snch an intermediate port, the pro- 
visions of section 3117, Bevised Statutes, would seem to be defeated, 
which require the delivery of a manifest at the port where the unlading 
of the cargo is completed. 

You are informed that places on the northern frx>ntier, where a 
deputy collector is stationed to enter and clear vessels, are virtually 
recognized as ports, though not formally declared to be such, and they 
&11 within the provisions of section 2767, Bevised Statutes, and there- 
fore clearances may be granted to and from them. If clearance be 
granted to such places fix>m similar places, or from ports established 
formally by law, all vessels making them the termini of their trips 
would be exempt from tonnage tax, though touching at foreign inter- 
mediate ports. Of course, if clearance be granted between regular 
ports, and if the trip be terminated and the entire cargo landed at 
places intermediate between the ports specified in the clearance, the 
daim of (exemption from tax, after touching at a foreign intermedia^ 
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port, could not be allowed. Should a vessel, however, after such foreign 
trip and a subsequent landing of entire cargo at places where customs 
officers are stationed, continue her voyage as per original clearance, 
she might then claim exemption from the tax. 

You inquire further, whether the manifest is to be delivered at 
domestic ports, which are intermediate between the ports specified, in 
the clearance, when the unlading of the cargo is completed at such 
intermediate ports. The law in section 3117, Eevised Statutes, pro- 
vides only for the case of the completion of the unlading of cargo at 
regular ports specified in the clearances as the termini of trips. It 
makes no special provision for the entire unlading of the cargo at an 
intermediate point. But if at such intermediate point, a customs 
officer be stationed, empowered to clear vessels, and if an entire cargo 
be unladen there, the unlading of the cargo should be accompanied by 
an exhibition of the manifest, which should be verified by the customs 
officer, and clearance endorsed upon it as per original destination. 

This course should be pursued, whether such unlading follow the 

touching at a foreign intermediate port or not. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Detroit, Mich. 



(3270.) 
JPlaying-Cards partially manufactured — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, ^une 21, 1377. 

Sir: Your assessment of duty at the rate of 25 cents per pack 
on certain so-called card-boards, imported by Messrs. George W. 
Meier & Co., per " Oder," October 2, 1876, (appeal 2715 «,) and classi- 
fied as "x^laying-cards, partly manufactured," being in accordance with 
the Department's decision of June 21, 1870, (not published,) is hereby 
affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



Collector of Customs, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3271.) 
Silk Waate^Free Entry of. 

Tbbasuby Department, Jtine 21, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is iu receipt of your letter of the 23(1 of April 
last, transmitting the appeal (4054 e) of l^oblit, Brown, Noblit & Go. 
from your decision assessing duty at the rate of 00 per cent, ad val- 
orem on certain silk waste, imported per **Lord Olive,'' April 11, 1877^ 
and claimed to be exempt from duty. 

Silk waste is specified in the free list, (section 2505, Revised Statutes,) 
and as it is not "goods, wares, or merchandise ♦ ♦ ♦ made of silk, 
or of which silk is the component material of chief value,'- within the 
meaning of these terms as used iu the 1st section of the act of February 
8, 1875, the Department holds that the appeal is well taken, and that the 
silk waste is entitled to free entry. 

Yoa will therefore reliquidate the entry accordingly. 
• • • . • . • • * 

Respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

/Secretary. 
COLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



(3272.) 
Oreen Fruit — Damage Allowance. 

Treasury Department, June 21, 1877. 

Sir : Your letter of the 24th ultimo was duly received, relative to 
the instructions given to you on the 14th ultimo, respecting allowances 
for damage on green fruit. You submit a case in which the facts are 
stated as follows : 

The invoice, entry, and application for damage allowance include 41 
barrels of oranges. The appraiser reported 20} bari'els entirely worth- 
less, and, nnder the law, he reported damage of 75 per cent, in excess 
of 25 per cent, and upon 20} barrels no damage allowed. You inquire 
whether, if the importer had omitted from his application the 20} 
barrels first mentioned as wholly worthless, he would, under the law, 
relieve himself from liability for the duty of 25 per cent, of that 
quantity. 

I reply that, under those circumstances, the 20} barrels would stand 
upon the same footing as any other merchandise for which no damage 
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application had been filed, and that, if they were landed in the United 
States, duty woald accrne thereon. If, however, such quantity had 
been thrown overboard at sea, no duty would accrue, as there would 
have beep juo importation of that "quantity. 

It is not understood that the importation to which you refer was 
made in half barrels, nor how the appraiser could divide a barrel and 
report one-half damaged and the other half sound. The return should 
have been upon the one barrel, 50 per cent, damage, of which 25 pet 
per cent, should be allowed. 

The statement in Deparment's letter, dated the 14th ultimo, that the 
quantity specified in the provision of law relating to the subject must 
be held to niean the quantity specified in the damage application and 
landed in the United States, was intended to exclude any portion of the 
fruit only, which might have been thrown overboard at sea, and which 
therefore, was not imported. 

The *' quantity'' referred to is the quantity imported. 

EespectfuUy, 

H. F. FEBNOH, 



COLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, ^ew? York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3273.) 

Ola^s Tubes — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, June 22, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (4676 e) of Ghas. E. Ashcroft from your decis- 
ion assessing duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
gauge-glasses imported per " Marathon" on the 28th ultimo. 

The importer claims that the articles are liable to duty at the rate 
of 35 per cent, ad valorem, SiS plain glass, but he admits in his protest 
and appeal that the ends of the glasses are squared by cutting, and as . 
the appraiser reports them to be glass tubes, with the ends squared by 
cutting on glass-cutters' stones, it is clear that the claim is untenable, 
and that the articles are dutiable at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem, 
as "articles of glass cut," &c., under Department's decision of Octo- 
ber 19, 1874, (Synopsis 1974. ) 

Your decision is affirmed. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: fl. F. FRENCH, 

Collector of Customs, Boston, Mass. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3274.) .\ 
Violin-Baw9 — Duty an. 

Trbasubt Department, June 22, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of yoar letter of the 15th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (4656 e) of C. F. Zimmerman from your decis- 
ion assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
violin-bows, imported per "Switzerland,'' May 31, 1877, which the im- 
porter claims to be dutiable at the rate of 30 per cent ad valorem, 
under the provision for " musical iastrumentd." 

The violin-bows in question are in no s^nse musical instruments, but 
only parts of musical instruments, for which there is no special piro- 
vision in the tariff, and the Department holds that, being manufactures 
of horse-hair, bone, and wood, they are dutiable at the rate of 35 per 
cent, ad valorem, under the provision of law requiring that on all arti- 
cles manufactured from two or more materials duty shall be assessed 
at the highest rates at which any of its component parts may be du- 
tiable. 

Your decision is affirmed. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FEBNCH, 

Resistant Secretary. 
COLLBOTOE OF Cvsn^o^Sj Philadelphia^ Pd. 



(3275.) 
Master Oarpenter^s Certificate. 

Tbbasuet Dbpabtmbnt, June 26, 1877. 

Department circular Ko. 80, dated the 15th instant, relating to the 

form of "master carpenter's certificate," is hereby revoked; and the 

form of certificate provided by article 19 of the General Regulations of 

1874 (hereto appended) will continue to be used. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 
Secretary. 



(Oat. No. 532.) 

„ *tion8 of 1874. J 
JOBM 1. 



General CoBtoms Begalations of 1874, > 



Master Carpenter^s Certifi,cate. 

Distbiot of . 

[Place and date.] , , 187 — . 



-, principal (or master) carpenter, of , do cer- 



tify that the (ship) named the : , was built by me, (or under my 
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direction,) , at , daring , for ; 

that said is built, has decks, masts, is 

in length, in breadth, in depth, of — — tons 

burden. 
As witness my hand the day and year aforesaid. 



Collectors of Customs, 



(327G.) 
Earthenware — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, June 26, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 20tb 
instant, submitting the appeal (4710 e) of Messrs. T. Davids & Go. from 
your assessment of duty, at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem, on cer- 
tain ink-bottles, imported by them per " Holland," March 17, 1877 — 
the appellants claiming that they are entitled to entry at the rate of 
26 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in Schednle B, section 
2504, Bevised Statutes, for ^^ brown earthenware and common stone- 
ware.'' 

It appears from your report that the inkstands were classified 
as << cream-colored and glazed -stone ware," and that you assessed duty 
thereon, at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in 
said schedule for " all other earthen, stone, or crockery ware, ♦ ♦ • 
glazed * * * or cream-colored, " composed of earthy or mineral 
substances, and not otherwise provided for." 

Your assessment of duty is hereby a£6rmed. 
Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRElirCH, 



, Collector op Customs, Neic Yorlc. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3277.) 
Ivnry Oollar-Buttons^Duty an. 

Treasury Department, June 26, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 20th instant^ 
submitting the appeal (4705 e) of Messrs. Holziuger & Bruckheimer 
from your assessment of duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem 
on certain so-called buttons, imported by them per *' Suevia," February 
24, 1877, and claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 30 per cent* 
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ad valorem, uuder the provision for *< battons/' ill Schedule M, section 
2504, Bevi sed Statntes. 

The appraiser reports that the articles in question are ivory collar- 
buttons or studs, and that they were classified as '' manufactures of 
ivory," under the provision therefor in said schedule. 

Eeferriug to the Department's decision of Kovember 27, 1868, (Sy- 
nopsis 285,) in which it was held that certain glass sleeve or cuff- 
buttons were not entitled to entry as buttons, but were liable to duty 
according to the material of which they were composed, I have to state 
that the same principle is applicable to the present case, and your 
assessment of duty is therefore affirmed. 

The samples submitted are herewith returned. 
Very respectfully. 

By order : H. F. FEBNCH, 



OOLLECTOE OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3278.) 

Time that Goods may remain on Dock before being sent to OeneraUorder 

Store. 

Tbbabuby Depabtmekt, Jwne 27, 1877. 

Sib : Your letter of the 18th instant is received, making further 
report upon the subject of the proper time during which goods dis- 
charged from steamships should be allowed to remain od the dock, 
when no permit therefor is presented, before being sent to general- 
order store. 

In regard thereto, you are informed that a true construction of the 
circular, and the supplemental instruction of the 29th ultimo, is, that 
under the discretion therein given you may prescribe as the maximum 
time during which you will allow such goods to remain on the dock 
forty -eight hours from the* final discharge of the vessel, or any shorter 
time that in your judgment may seem proper. No further instructions 
in the matter ar6 deemed necessary. 

I will cause the blank for application to allow unpermitted cargo of 
steamers to remain upon the wharf to be amended in the manner sug- 
gested in your letter. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
COLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 
18 
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(3279.) 
Baize — Duty on, 

Tbeasuby Department, June 27, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (4G37e) of Field, Leiter & Go. from your decis- 
ion assessing duty at the rates of 50 cents per pound and 35 per cent, 
ad valorem on certain baize, imported into your port on the 15th ult., 
which the importers claim to be dutiable at the rates of 25 cents per 
square yard and 35 per cent, ad valorem, under the special provision 
for "backings" contained in (Heyl, 1170; Schedule L. 

Upon an investigation of the matter and an inspection of samples, 
it is ascertained that the claim of the importers is correct, as the goods 
consist of "backings,'' which term and that of "baize" are synonymous, 
and have always been known commercially to mean one and the same 
thing. 

You are therefore authorized to reliquidate the entry accordingly. 

I am, sir, very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, Chicago^ III 



(32S0.) 
Fresh Fish for Itnmsdiate Gonsumpthn — Free Entry of. 

Treasury Department, June 27, 1877. 

Sir: This Department is in receipt of your letter dated the 20th 
instant, stating that dealers in Buffalo, N. Y., import fish, for sale in 
the. markets of that city, caught in the waters of Lake Huron, contig- 
uous to the Dominion of Canada, and packed in ice for preservation 
while in transit from Goderich and other places in Canada to such 
market. 

In reply to your inquiry, whether these fish are subject to duty under 
the decision recently rendered by the United States circuit court at 
Detroit, Mich., you are informed that said decision related in express 
terms only to fish which have been frozen in barrels or in large pans, 
in a solid mass or cakes, prior to importation. 

In this case it was shown to the satisfaction of the court that fish so 
frozen could be kept for a long period of time without material dete- 
rioration. 
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The mere fact that fish are packed in ice on importatiou ought not 
to exclude them from .the operation of the provision in the free list for 
" fish, fresh, for -immediate consumption,'' if satisfactory evidence is 
presented that they are intended for immediate consumption. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 
Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Buffalo, N. Y. 



In a letter addressed to the collector of customs at Detroit, Mich., 
the 3d of January, 1877, (Synopsis 3062,) the Department decided 
that fish, (not exempt from duty under the treaty of Washington,) 
frozen so as to be in a condition fit for use for an indefinite period of 
time, if kept at a low temperature, and imported for transportation in 
refrigerator cars to different parts of the country for sale or consump- 
tion, are not exempted from duty as *»fi8h, fresh, for immediate con- 
sumption," but are dutiable at the rate of 50 cents per hundred 
pounds, under the provision in Schedule F, <'for all other foreign- 
caught fish ♦ ♦ • fresh ♦ ♦ ♦ not otherwise provided for." 

Under this decision, duties were levied by the collector of customs, 
whereupon suit was brought against him by the importer, in the United 
States circuit court at Detroit, to recover such duties. 

The following opinion of the court in the case, is published for the 
information of all concerned : 

Brovtn, J. : *' Although the fish in question are frozen in barrels or in 
large pans in a solid mass or cake, I think they are still to be consid- 
ered as fresh fish. This term is obviously used in contradistinctipn to 
fifth which are cured, salted, smoked, dried, pickled, or otherwis<EJ ren- 
dered capable of preservation for an indefinite length of time. The 
testimony shows clearly that frozen fish retain their flavor so long as 
the temperature is preserved below the freezing point, and that they 
are sold in the market and known to the trade as fresh fish. 

" The only difficulty in this case arises from the use of the words 
*for immediate consumption.' While I am strongly inclined to the 
opinion that fish imported in their natural state, whether to be sold 
upon the market at the place of importation or to be shipped to distant 
towns, would still be for immediate consumption, I think the fact of 
their being frozen in cakes prior to their importation evinces a mani- 
fest intention that they shall not be immediately consumed. While 
they were sometimes broken up and placed at once upon the market at 
Detroit, they were more frequently shipped to Cincinnati and Phila- 
delphia in common cars, and there put upon the market and sold. 
It was shown that fish so frozen could be kept for months, and even 
years, with no material loss of flavor or perceptible decay, and that. 
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in the winter, it was no uncominon thing for them to bo kept for two 
or three months, the length of time, of course, .depending uppn the 
state of the weather. Under these circumstances, I think they cannot 
be classified as fresh fish for immediate consumption. 

" A portion of these fish were originally caught in American waters, 
carried to Canada for the purpose of being frossen, and a bond given 
for their re-exportation to the United States. It was claimed that even 
under Schedule F, section 2504, these were exempt. As this schedule 
applies only to 'foreign-caught' fish, I think the fish in question fall 
within the provision of section 2505, p. 486, viz : * Articles s>i growth, 
produce, and manufacture of the United States, when returned in the 
same condition as wlien exported, but proof of identity of such arti- 
cles shall be made under reguldtious prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury.' These regulations are containe I in the printed copy of the 
general regulations, articles 373, ,'^4, 375, 370, and 377, and it wa» 
admitted these regulations had not been complied with. This was an 
indispensable prerequisite to their admission free of duty. 

"It was not the intention of Congress by the use of the words 
* foreign-taught,' to place domestic fish in a category distinct from 
that of other articles of home production, or to dispense with the 
proof of identity required in all other cases and so necessary to pror 
vent fraud. 

*' There must be a judgment for defendant." 



(3281.) 
Q^eneral Appraisers^ and Beappraisements, 

Teeasuby Department, June 27, 1877. 

Section 2608, Bevisecl Statutes, provides that the four general apprais- 
ers of merchandise therein authorize*! shall be employed in visiting such 
ports of entry in the United States, under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, as may be deemed useful by him for the security 
of the revenue ; and they shall, at such ports, afford such aid and 
assistance in the appraisement of merchandise thereat as may be 
deemed necessary by the Secretary of the Treasury to protect and 
insure uniformity in the collection of the revenue from customs. 

The circular Of this Department of April 19, 1875, arranged the col- 
lection districts of the United States into divisions, to which the 
various general apprafsers were respectively assigned. That circular 
is hereby revoked, and the general appraisers are instructed to visit 
such ports of the. United States as, from time to time, may be desig- 
nated by the Department. 

It will be borne in mind that the principal duty of the general ap- 
•praisers, undec the law, is to visit the various ports for the purpose of 
supervising the method of appraisement of dutiable goods, and secur- 
ing uniformity in their values and classifications. 
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To more thoroughly cany oat the object of the law, general ap- 
praisers are hereby directed to meet at the city of New York on the 
first days of February, June, and September of each year, for the pur- 
pose of comparing the results of their inquiries at the various ports. 
Should any variations be found at the several ports in the dutiable 
values or classification for duties of imported merchandise, the general 
appraisers, at their meeting, will report the same in their joint report 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, with such recommendation as they 
may deem proper. 

At such meeting, the following will be the order of business : 

The senior general appraiser will be chairman of the board, and the 
junior general appraiser, secretary. 

The general appraiser in charge of the office in New York will be 
custodian of the records. After the first meeting, the minutes of the 
previous meeting will be read, and a summary statement will be made 
by each general appraiser of his investigation at the various ports. 

The reports and returns now made by collectors to the general ap- 
praiser assigned to the district, will hereafter be sent to the office of 
the board at New York, and the clerks employed in that office will 
revise And condense such reports from time to time, so as to more 
readily prepare them for examination at the joint meeting. Each gen- 
eral appraiser will report to the Department, on the first day of each 
month, his movements and services since his last monthly report, and, 
in such report, he will state what his address will be until his next 
report reaches the Department. 

Should either of the general appraisers discover, during his visits to 
any of the ports, important errors, either in valuation or classification, 
which, in his opinion, requires immediate action, he will notify the 
Department thereof. They will all give special attention to the sub- 
ject of allowances for damage occurring on the voyage of importation. 

Until otherwise ordered, General Appraiser John F. Meredith is 
assigned to act upon reappraisements at the ports of Boston, Phila- 
delphia, New York, and Baltimore, whenever a demand for such reap, 
praisement may be made, and collectors at those ports are authorized 
to call upon him at any time for that purpose. Should it occur that 
his services cannot be obtained, the reappraisement may be had by 
two experienced merchants, as prescribed in section 2930, Revised 

Statutes. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

Gbnebal Appraisers. 
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(3282.) 
Admeatntrement of Small Vessels. 

Tbeasubt Department, June 28, 1877. 

Sir : Your letter of the 25th instant is reeeived, in which yon sab- 
mit the case of the steam pleasnre-yacht << Florence," of St. Lonis, 
owned by James D. Lucas, of Pevely, Mo. 

On the faith of theiocal inspectors of your port, who, in their certifi- 
cate of inspection, return the tonnage of the yacht at ^' about three 
tons," you have hitherto refrained from directing her admeasurement, 
and yon inquire whether you shall cause the actual tonnage to be ascer- 
tained by official steps to that end. 

You are informed that, as a general rule, vessels at your port which 
would be subject only to enrolment and license, are not required to be 
admeasured, unless by engaging in trade without those papers they 
would become liable to the alien tonnage tax imposed by section 4371, 
Bevised Statutes. If you find a vessel so engaged, and are in doubt 
as to the actual tonnage, it would be proper to admeasure her. But 
the expense of admeasurement should not, as a general thin^^ be forced 
upon the owners of vessels, unless they are clearly above five tons 
burden, and are engaged in trade. In the case of the yacht '< Florence," 
no reason is seen for such admeasurement. 

Yery respectfully, 

H. F. FEBNCH, 



SuRYETOE OP Customs, St.Lovis, Mo. 



Assistant Secretary, 



(3283.) 
Bicycles or Velocipedes — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, Jiene.28, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (46360) of A. D. Chandler from your assessment 
of duty at the rate of 45 per cent, on a bicycle or velocipede imported 
by him, per '< Marathon," on the 28th ultimo. 

Duty was assessed upon this article at the rate aforesaid, as a manu- 
fiftctnre in part of steel not otherwise provided for. The importer 
claims that it is dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, under 
the provision in Schedule M, for '< carriages or parts of carriAges." 
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The Department is of opinion that the bicycle in question may be 

considered as fairly embraced in the provision of law for carriages, and 

yon will readjust the entry accordingly. 

Very res pectf ally, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

.Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOR OF OasTOMS, Boston^ Mass. 



(32^.) 

Transfer of Imported Serap Tobaeoo to Bonded Manuj oturing Warehouse 
without Payment of Internal-Revenue Tax. 

Trkasuby Department, Jum 29, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of yonr comihauication of the 19th 
instant, inqairing whether, on importing scraps and catting.s of Havana 
tobacco, and paying the customs duty thereon, viz., 50 cents per pound, 
you can sell and transfer the same to a licensed cigar or cigarette man- 
ufacturer, from the United States bonded warehouse, without the pay- 
ment of any internal-revenue tax. 

In reply, you are informed that, in accordance with Department's 
decision of January 2, 1877, (copy herewith enclosed,) such transfer 
may be made directly from the United States bonded warehouse to the 
licensed manufacturer, provided, the transfer is made under the super- 
vision of a customs officer detailed for that purpose, who will accom- 
pany the tobacco to the factory of such manufacturer ] and provided 
further, that you shall pay all exi)enses incurred by the Government 
in connection with such transfer, which payment shall be secured by a 
deposit with the collector of customs, of such amount of money as he 
may estimate to be sufficient to cover such expenses, any deficiency to 
be paid by you, or excess to be returned to you on the completion of 
the transfer. 

Yours being the first application made to the Department for the 

establishment of any such system of transferring tobacco scraps from 

bonded warehouses to licensed manufacturers, as a general practice, no 

general regulations have been promulgated on the subject, in view of 

which the Department will await a. reply from y6u as to .the acceptance 

of such privilege. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. FEEKCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Mr. Jahbs MoGjlFFIL, Jifcfto York. 
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(3285.) 
Circular relating to Special Agents. 

" Treasury Department, June^, 1877. 

1. The Special* Agency Districts established b}^ Department order 
No. 101, of July 30, 1875, are hereby rearranged as follows: 

The First District shall embrace the customs collection districts in 
the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Khode Island, 
and the districts of Stonington and New London, Connecticut, with 
station at Boston, Massachusetts. 

The Second District shall embrace the customs collection districts of 
Fairfield, Middletown, and New Haven, Connecticut, the district of 
Sag Harbor, New York, the district of the city of New York, and the 
districts of Perth Amboy and Newark, New Jersey, with station at 
New York city. 

The Third District shall embrace the customs collection district of 
Vermont, and the districts of Champlain, Oswegatchie, Cape Vincent, 
and Oswego, New York, with station at Ogdensburgh, New York. 

The Fourth District shall embrace the customs collection districts of 
Great Egg Harbor, Little Egg Harbor, Bridgeton, Burlington, New 
Jersey, the district of Philadelphia, and the district of Delaware, with 
station at- Philadelphia, Pennsylvauia. 

The Fifth District shall embrace the customs collection districts in 
the States of Maryland and Virginia, and the District of Columbia, 
with station at Baltimore, Maryland. 

The Sixth District shall embrace the customs collection districts in 
the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
except the districts of Peusacola and Apalachicola, with station at 
Charleston, ISouth Carolina. 

The Seventh District shall embrace the customs collection districts 
in the States of Alabama, Missi^isippi, Louisiana, and the districts of 
Pensacola and Apalachicola, Florida, with station at New Orleans^ 
Louisiana. 

The Eighth District shall embrace the customs collection districts in 
the State of Texas, and the Territory of New Mexico, with station at 
Brownsville, Texas. 

The Ninth District shall embrace, the customs collection districts of 
Detroit, Port Huron, and Grand Haven, Michigan ; Miami, Sandusky, 
and Cuyahoga, Ohio; Brie, Pennsylvania; Dunkirk, Buflfalo Creek, 
and Genesee, New York, with station at Detroit, Michigan. 

The Tenth District bYl^XI embrace the customs collection districts of 
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Saperior, Michigan; Chicago, Illiiiois; Milwaukee, Wisoonsiii ; and the 
two districts in the State of Minnesota, with station at Chicago, Illi- 
nois. 

The Eleventh Distriet shall embrace the several ports of delivery 
upon the Mississippi, Missoori, and Ohio rivers, with station at Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

The Twelfth District shall embrace the customs collection districts 
in the States of California and Oregon, and the. Territory of Washing- 
ton and Alaska, with station at San Francisco, California. 

2. The specific dnties of special agents, as defined by section 2649 
of theBevised Statutes of the United States are, examinations of the 
books, papers, and accounts of collectors and other officers^f the 
customs, and the prevention and detection of frauds on the customs 
revenue. These duties, according to the requirement of section 2651 
of the Bevised Statutes, are to be performed under such -regulations^ 
not inconsistent with law, as the Sei^retary of the Treasury may fioin 
time to time prescribe. 

Under section 183 of the Eevised Statutes, special agents engaged 
in the investigation of frauds or attempted frauds upon the Govern- 
ment, or misconduct on the part of a customs officer, are empowered 
to administer oaths to witnesses ; and, under section 3059, jbhe^ are 
authorized, within defined limits, to make searches and-seiziNres of 
persons and property in the prevention and detection o^ frauds upon 
the revenue. 

3. For the piHpose of ascertaining whether the customs business is 
properly transacted, and the public moneys are duly collected and 
accounted for, the books, papers, and accounts of collectors and other 
customs officers within each agency district will be carefully and 
thoroughly examined by the special agent in charge, in conjunction 
with agents to be specially detailed for that purpose, at least once a 
year, and as soon as possible after the close of each fiscal year. Spe- 
cial, detailed, and partial examinations will be made as often as cir- 
cumstances may require. 

4. In order tO detect and prevent frauds upon the revenue, apeciJEd 
agents should give careful attention to undervaluation in entries of 
dutiable goods, to the smuggling of valuable merchandise, to the ware- 
housing of goods, to withdrawals in bond from public stores and 
bonded warehouses, 'to transportation and exportation of goods in 

. bond, and to exportation with benefit of drawback. 

To detect undervaluations, they should frequently examine the 
entries and invoices filed in the custom-house, compare them with the 
19 
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price lists, trade circalars, consalar reports, and other doeumentary 
information in possession of the appraisers, and consult appraisers and 
reputable importers with respect to actual grades and values. Dam- 
age allowancea should also be carefully inquired into, to ascertain 
whether the* same are improper or excessive. 

In the detection of smuggling, they should frequently visit import- 
ing vessels, and note the precautions taken against the fraudulent 
landing of goods, take frequent notice of the manner in whi<di the 
duties of boarding inbound vessels by revenue cutters and patrolling 
districts by inspectors of customs are performed ; make occasional 
comparisons between vessels' manifests and entries of goods, to see 
that cargoes are accounted for either by entry or sale as unclaimed ; 
and, in connection with the postal authorities, examine into the subject 
of smuggling through the mails. 

With regard to possible fraud in warehousing of goods, they should 
inspect the warehouses to see if they are secure against secret Removal 
of goods; verify the alleged contents of each warehouse as often as 
once a year; inform themselves as to habitual or gross cases of exces- 
sive sampling of goods ; examine the method of removing goods to 
and from the warehouses, and Inquire into all cases of alleged destruc- 
tion of goods in warehouse by fire or other casualty. 

With reference to withdrawals of goods in bond, they should fre- 
quently compare the entries and landing certificates, and examine any 
other documents, or make other proper inquiries that may enable them 
to determine whether goods withdrawn from bond have or have not 
gone into consumption without payment of duties. 

In investigating the subject of transporting goods in bond, they 
should personally see what precautions are actually taken to keep 
goods from leaving the route at any point between the places of de- 
parture and destination, and detect any shortage or change of goods, 
or tampering of any kind with the packages. Particular attention 
should be given to the transportation of unappraised merchandise. 

In the inspection of the practical operation of the drawback system, 
they should compare the entries and landing certificates, and in the 
case of exporters, in habitual or large receipt of drawback, inquire 
into the sufficiency of their export bonds, and the degree of vigilance 
exercised over their shipments by the debenture officers. 

5. Special agents will not interfere with the regular transaction of 
the Customs business 'by the local officers, but are expected to co-op^te 
with and supplement the labors and vigilance of such officers. 

Such frauds, abuses, irregularities, or other defects discovered by'^ 
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special agents as are capable of being dealt with by the local oostoms 
officers, or other agents, shoald be immediately brought to their notice, 
and their action upon them should be stated in the reports of special 
agents to this Department ; and all matters requiring the action or ad- 
vice of the United States Attorney, should be reported in writing 
through the collector of the port, to that officer. 

6. Each special agent will render to the Secretary of the Treasury 
on the last day of each month a report in detail of his operations, and 
of the manner he has been employed from day to .day during the month. 
He will likewise make special reports of all cases and investigations 
whicji require action by the Department. 

7. An official station will be assigned to each agent, at which he will ' 
be employed in the line of his duty when not travelling. Agents will 
confine their labors within the limits of the district to which they are 
assigned, and will not go beyond such limits without permission firom 
the Department, unless in case of emergency, when it would be imprac- 
ticable to obtain permission. All the facta in such cases will be duly 
reported. 

8. The whole time of special agents during business hours will be. 
devoted to tfa'e public service, and private employment interfering 
with the constant and faithful performance of official duties will not 
be allowed. 

9. The accounts of special agents must conform to the circular of 
the Secretary of the Treasury dated August X, 1874, relative to travel- 
ling expenses, and should be rendered monthly^ under oath, embracing 
per-diem compensation and such expenses as are actually and neces- 
sarily incurred in the discharge of official duties, stating places visited, 
dates and items of expenditures, with vouchers when practicable. 

The unnecessary use of the telegraph should be avoided, and no 
charge for telegrams will be allowed, unless the necessity for «ucb 
expenditure is shown. 

Stationery and official postage-stamps will be furnished by the De^ 
partment upon requisition. 

10. Each special agent will hold a certificate of his appoii^ment for 
his official use, to be surdendered to the Department at the close of his 
term of office, for cancellation, prior to the settlement and payment of 
his final account. 

These regulations will take effect at once, and all regulations incon- 
sistent herewith are hereby rescinded. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
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TO OOLLECTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



Tbbasttbt Depabtment, 

Washington, D. C, August 2, 1877. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of Jaly, 
1877, npon the constmction to be given to Acts of Congress, relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published herewith 
for the infomiation and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

JOHN 8HEEMAN, 

Secretary. 



(3286.) 
HaUer*8 Plmh-^Duty m. 

Tbbasubt Depabthent, Jul/y 2, 1877. 

Sib : This Department is informed that at some of the ports duties 
are levied on <* hatter's plush " at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem, 
while at other ports but.50 per cent, ad valorem is assessed upon the 
same article. 

Evidence before the Department, in regard to the matter, indicates 
that such plush ordinarily contains over 75 per centum in value of 
silk. 

You will, therefore, levy duty thereon at the rate first above men- 
tioned, under the 1st section of the act of February 8, 1875, unless it 
shall be clearly proven to the appraiser that the article is of such a 
character as to be embraced in the terms of the proviso to said section^ 
in which case the rate of duty will be 50 per cent, ad valorem. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. FEBNCH, 
Assistant Secretary. 

COLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Portland^ Maine. 

20 
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(3287.) 
Withdrawal of Salt to- be uted in Curing Fish. 

Tbeasttbt Depabthent-, July 3, 1877. 

Form No. 200, contained in article 743 of the Department's Begnla- 
tions of 1874, is hereby amended so as to embrace withdrawals from 
warehouse of imported salt, in bond, to be ased in caring fish on board 
fishing- vessels, as well as withdrawals of such salt to be used in caring 
fish on shore. 

The form will be as follows : 

Qener10astom.^eg».ofm4.J ^^^^ ^^ 728. 

8tort^ceeper*i Permit on Withdrawal of Salt for use on Vessel or on Shore. 

OiJSTOM-HousE, Poet op , 

Collector's Office, , 187—. 

To the Stoeeeeepeb at : 

You will deliver to the Surveyor of the Port ^ pounds of salt, 

to be used * in curing fish, under the regulations of the Treas- 
ury Department, said salt having been t '• in this district by 

r-, on the day of , 187 — , uiider ware- 
house entry No. . 

, CoUeotor. 

-- — , Naval Officer. 

•Here state name of yesael or of district. 

tHere insert "imported" or "entered for rewarehonse," as the case may be. 

The ^eces8ary blanks will be supplied by the Department to cus- 
toms officers on requisition therefor, according to the usual coarse of 
procedure. 

Very respectfully, 

B. O. MoOOBMIOK, 

Acting Secretary. 

GOLLEOTOBS OP OUSTOMS AND OTHERS. 



(3288.) 

NeoJclaces of Beads and Imitations of Jewelry — Duty on. 

Tebastjey Dfpabtment, July 3, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 2d 

instant, transmitting the appeal (4189 e) of Conway Bros, from your 

decision assessing duty at the rate of 50 per cent, and of 40 per cent. 

ad valorem, respectively, on certain jewelry, so called, imported per 
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** Pennsylvania,'' March 6, 1877, which the importers claim is datiable 
at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem. The samples show that a por- 
tion of the merchandise consists of necklaces and other personal orna- 
ments made with beads, (not ambisr,) dutiable at the rate of 50 per 
cent, ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule M, for " all beads 
and bead ornaments, (except .amber.)" 

Your decision thereon is therefore affirmed. 

With regard to the other portion, which, as the samples indicate, 
consists of breastpins and earrings, composed of imitations of precious 
stones, (rubies and pearls,) set in brass or other base-metal, the De- 
partment holds that duties should be assessed thereon at the rate of 
30 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule M, for " com- 
positions of glass or paste, when set," such composition being the 
leading feature of the articles in question, and such provision consti- 
tuting an exception to the provisions of the'tariflf relating to jewelry. 

The ruling in this case will also apply to the entry of certain neck- 
laces and breastpins and earrings covered by the appeal (4254 e) of the 
same importers, per " Lord Olive," November 26, 1876, transmitted by 
you on the 8th ultimo, and stated by you to embrace goods of like 
character to those above described. 

The entries will be reliqnidated accordingly; duties be assessed 
upon the bead ornaments at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem; and, 
upon the residue of the importations, consisting of <^ compositions of 
glass or paste, when set," at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem ; and 
in the case of both appeals above mentioned, the excess of duties col- 
lected, if any, be refunded to the importers in the usual manner. 

Very respectfully, 

E. 0. MoCOEMICK, 



CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philodelphiaj Pa. 



Acting Secretary, 



(3289.) 

TdraxaeuMj or Dandelion Boot — Duty on. 

Trbasuby Department, /ttiy 3, 1877. 
Sir : The Department is ia receipt of information that at some of 
the ports taraxacuMy or dandelion root, is admitted free of duties, u;.- 
der the provision in Schedule M of the tariff, for " roots • • • for 
medicinal purposes in a crude state, not otherwise provided for," while 
at other ports duties are assessed thereon at the rate of three (3) cents 
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per poand, ander the provision in the same schedale, for << dandelion 
root, raw or prepared, * * * and all; other articles used or in- 
tended to be ased aa coffee or a sabstitnte for coffee, not btherwiae 
provided for.'' 

It appears that the article is imported, nsed, and commerdally recog. 
nised as a medicinal root, and that it is also sometimes niixed with 
coffee for nse by persons for the benefit 6f their digestive- organs. 

In view of these facts, and of the plain terms of the clause cited, 
making dandelion root dutiable, the Department is of opinion that 
duties at the rate of three (3) cents per pound should be levied on all 
iyiportations of the article, whether it is intended for use as a substi- 
tute for coffee or as a drug. 

You will takiB action accordingly. 

Yery respectftilly, 

B. 0. MoCOBMIOK, 

Acting Seeretary. 
OoIjLEOTOU ov CvBTOnaj New York. 



(3290.) 
FoZnes of Faretgn Cain — Oertifieate of Consul. 

Tbbasuby Dkpabthbnt, July 3, 1877. 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 29th ultimo, transmitting for the information of this Depart-' 
ment a copy of a dispatch of the 2d ultimo, from the United States 
consul at Singapore. 

The consul states that the American trade-dollar, the Mexican, 
Japanese, and Hong Kong silver dollars form the legal-tender currency 
of the settlements, and refers to the f^t that the American trade-dol- 
lar and Hong Kong dollars are not quoted in the circular of this De- 
partment dated 1st January, 1877, relating to the values of United 
States moneys. He therefore inquires what average values shall be 
given to the four different silver dollars, remarking that in estimating 
the values of merchandise exported from his consular district, it would 
be a matter of impossibility for him to find out exactly what kind of 
silver dollars were employed in the purchase of colonial produce ex- 
ported to the United States. 

I will thank you to inform the consul that the Mexican dollar will 
be taken at the valuation expressed in .the circular of this Department 
above cited, and that the remaining silver coins mentioned will be oon- 
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fiidered as of the same valoe as the gold dollar of tine United States* 
When he is in doabt which of the coins mentioned have been {Mitd fat 
merchandise described in an invoice presented to him, he will tr^at 
the dollar specified in the invoice as of the valne of the gold dollar. 

The consol should also be apprised that the circnlar aforesaid, in 
referring to the valne of the Japanese <<yen,'' relates to the gold ''yen" 
only, and not, as he appears to suppose, to any silver coin of that 
name. 

A copy of a decision of this Department, dated the 15th nltimo, in 

regard to the trade-dollar, bearing upon the present subject, is enclosed 

herewith for the information of the consul. 

Very respectfully, 

B. 0. MoCX)BMIOS:, 

AeHng Seorela/ry, . 
Hon. Wm. M. Evabts, Seeretary of State. 



Tbbasttby DsPABTHiBNT, June 15, 1877. 

SiB: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 23d ultimo, 
transmitting the appeals (44186) of Albinola & Bailey, per ^^Sophia," 
December 26, 1876; (44190,) Arnold, Constable & Go., per <<Denbig- 
shire," March 17, 1877; and (4420 e,) A A. Yandine & Go., par « So- 
phia," December 26, 1876, from your decijsion assessing duty on certain 
merchandise invoiced in United States silver trade-dollars, by estimH^- 
ing such dollars at 100 cents each. 

The importers claim that the silver trade-dollar is a depreciated 
currency, but this claim cannot be allowed, and the Department affirms 
your decision. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. P. F&ENGH, 



COLLBCTOB o^ CusTOMB, New York. 



Aseietawt Seorettvry^ 



(3291.) 
Issue of Temporary Marine Doowmewts, 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtment, Jul/p 6, 1877. 

Sib: I am in receipt of your letter of the 29£h ultimo, stating that 
parties giving at Greenport, K. Y., have had a steamboat built at 
Bristol, in your district, and desire to hail her from Greenport, but 
wish at once to employ her in fisheries on the coast of Bristol, without 
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proceeding to the home port, and you ask if she can have a temporary 
enrohnent and license. 

Yon are informed that there are two ways in which this vessel may be 
documented without proceeding to her home port. You may issue to 
her a temporary register, which will remain in force until she goes to. 
Greenport, when it must be surrendered. While engaged in the 
fisheries she is not required to pay hospital dues, but must enter and 
clear at every port at which she arrives. 

Or, marine papers may be obtained from the home port of the vessel 
by making application to the collector under the acts of April 7, 1874, 
and February 28, 1866, in accordance with Pepartment's circular of 
May 1, 1874. If the latter course is adopted, you will have to 
admeasure the vessel and transmit the ^measurement certificate to 
the surveyor of the home port. 

A temporary enrolment cannot be issued. 



Very respectfully, 

~ 1. M< 

Acting Secretary. 



B. 0. MoCOBMIOK, 



OOLLKOTOE OP CUSTOMS, Waldohorc*, Maine. 



(3292.) 
Admeasurement of S^nish Vessels, 

Tbeasuby Department, July 11, 1877. 

This Department is informed by the Department of State that the 
Government of Spain has adopted, since January 1^ 1876, the Moorsom 
system in the admeasurement of the merchant-vessels of that country, 
and is willing to admit the vessels of the United States, which are ad- 
measured upon that system, into Spanish ports and the ports of Cuba 
without admeasurement, accepting the tonnage expressed in the cer-r 
tificate of registry of American vessels as the tonnage of such vessels^ 
provided a similar courtesy is extended to Spanish vessels in ports of 
the United States. 

You are accordingly directed to take the registers of Spanish ves- 
sels in our ports as indicating their tonnage under Spanish law, with 
the addition of the amount of the deduction, if any, under the Spanish 
law not authorized by the admeasurement law of the United States. 

Usually the gross- tonnage may be ascertained from the Begister; in 
such cases the vessel will be exempt from admeasurement. 

B. O. MoCOBMICK, 
Acting Secretary qf the Treasury. 
GOLLEOTOBS OP CUSTOMS AND OTHEBS. 
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(3293.) 

Oaugdble Quantit/y of Vermuth JBotUes. 

. Trbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, Julff 11, 187T. 
Sm : The Department is in receipt of your report of the 5th instant| 
with that of the appraiser, farther in regard to the appeal (4674 e) of 
17. Mannoni, from yonr assessment of dnty at the jrate of $2 20 per 
case on certain Yermnth wine imported per brig '^^l^rano^" April 20, 
1877| the appellant claiming that said wine is dutiable at $1 00 per 
case. 

It appearing that Vermuth of the brand of Noilly, Prat & Go., 
which is the brand of the Vermuth in question, is uniformly found to 
be in excess of three gallons to the case, (twelve bottles,) the Depart- 
ment must accept the average gauge of the bottles, which shows that 
they contain more than one quart each, as the basis for the assessment 
of duty on the wine, and, therefore, in accordance with its instructions 
of March 12 last, affirms your action in assessing duty as aforesaid on 
the importation in question. 

Very respectfully, 

H. JF. PBBNOH, 
AsfistavU Seoretary, 
GOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Kew OrleoMj La. 



(3294.) 
Printing-Press Eeimparted^-Duty am 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtmbnt, JiUy 11, 1877. 

Gentlemen : The Department is in receipt of your communication 
of the 25th ultimo, renewing your request for a reconsideration of its 
decision of March 23 last, on your appeal (3091 e) from the decision of 
the collector pf customsat New York assessing duty on an ofd print- 
ing-press at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem, as a manufEU^ture in 
part of steel, the claim made by you being (1) that the press is entitled 
to free, entry as an American manufacture exported and returned in 
the same condition, ordinary wear ^excepted ; or (2) that if this^daim 
be rejected, the press is subject to 4nty as scrap-iron. 

It appears that while the printing-press has undergone no change 
while abroad, other than that resulting from use, it has been used for 
so long a time (twenty years) as to render it of no value as a printing* 
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press, and wholly anfit for any nse except to be broken np into serap- 
iron and steel. 

While the Department holds that, within reasonable limitations, the 
ordinary nse of an article does not effect snch a change in its condi- 
tion as to deprive it of the benefit of the provision of law for the free 
entry pf articles of domestic production exported and returned in the 
same condition as exported, it is nevertheless of opinion that wh^^ 
the article has been used abroad to snch an extent that it has become 
completely worn out, and cannot subserve the purposes for which it 
was designed, the claim for its free entry, on its being retnrned to the 
United States, must be rejected on the ground that it is not brought 
back in substantially the same condition as exported. 

The alternative claim made by you that the press should be admitted 
to entry as scrap-iron cannot be allowed, for the reason that the mer- 
chandise is not imported in the condition of scrap-iron. 

For the foregoing reasons the Department declines to disturb its 
former decision disallowing your claim. 

Very respectfully, 

By order : H. F. FRENCH, 



AsHstant Secretary, 



Messrs. R. Hob & Co., New Yarh. 



(3296.) 
Transportation in Bond through Texas, 

Tebasuby Department, July 11, 1877. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, asking whether 
lead and other mineral products of Mexico can be transported in bond 
from Eagle Pass via San Antonio to Galveston, Texas, for shipment to 
a foreign country. 

In reply 1 have to state that there is no objection to the shipment of 
foreign goods from Mexico through the territory of the United States, 
provided they are conveyed from the place of entry to the place from 
whence they are to be exported by regularly bonded common carriers. 

The firm of Heyck & Helferich are bonded as common carriers from 
Galveston to Mexico in the following manner, viz : From Galveston, 
per Galveston, Harrisburg, and San Antonio railroad, to its terminus, 
and thence by wagon train, via San Antonio, to Eagle Pass, Presidio 
del Norte, and El Paso del l^orte; also, from Galveston, per Galveston, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



239 

Houston, and Henderson railroad, to Houston; thenoe on same cars, 
per Honston and Texas Central railroad, to Austin ; thence by wagon 
train, via San Antonio, to Eagle Pass, Presidio del Norte, and El Paso 
del Norte; also, from Galveston, per Galveston, Harrisborg, and San 
Antonio railroad, to its terminus; thence by wagon train to Laredo. 
The terms of the bond of Messrs. Heyck & Helferich authorize the 
transportation of dutiable goods from Mexico over the same route. 
Very respectfully, 

E. C. MoCOEMICK, 

AcHng Secretary. 
E. L. Plumb, Esq., New York. 



(3296.) 

Circular Instrnetione to Cuetodians of Pt^lic Buildings under the control 
of the Treasury Department 

Tbbasubt Depabtmbnt, July 12, 1877. 

Advances of money to custodians of public buildings, under the ap- 
propriation for << fuel, light, water, and miscellaneous items for public 
buildings," and for '< furniture and repairs of furniture for public build- 
ings," will not be made hereafter. 

Application for specific authority to incur expenditures under the 
above-mentioned appropriations should be made from time to time, as 
may be necessary, addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
payment for expenditures approved will be made by check from this 
Department upon receipt of proper vouchers, forms of which will be 
furnished by the Depart ipent 

To avoid unnecessary labor, the Department desires, when the inter- 
ests of the public service will admit, that re^^uisitions for articles needed 
for use in the public buildings under its charge should not be made 
oftener than once a month. 

In all cases the requisitions should state whether the articles desired 
are for buUdings owned or rented by the Gk>vernment 

E. 0. MoCOBMICK, 

Acting Secretary. 
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(3297.) 
Appeals from Appraisement 

Trbastjbt Depabtment, July 12, 1877. 

Sib: Beferring to Department's instructions of the 9th and 25th 
nltimoy authorizing the liquidation of an entry of beads, imported at 
Philadelphia by A. M. Tutton, per "Lord Olive," and shipped in bond 
to your port, upon the value returned by the appraiser at your port, 
I have to state that, in the view of the Department, the importers, 
under, such circumstances, have the right of appeal for reappraisement 
from the 8e6ond appraisement made at your port, where such appraise- 
ment is accepted by the Government as the basis for the assessment 
of duties. 

You are, therefore, instructed to notify Messrs. Bichard & Boas, the 
consignees, of the advance of value made on the appraisement at your 
port, in accordance with article 419 of the Begulations, varying the 
notice to suit the circumstances of the case, and allow them twenty- 
four hours from the receipt of such notice within which to take appeal 
for reappraisement. 

Very respectfully, 
• By order: H. F. FBBNOH, 



COLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New Fork. 



Aesietant Secretary. 



(3298.) 
Dutiable Charges on Imported Merchandise. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, July X3, 1877. 

Sib: Your letter of the 2d ultimo was duly received, in which you 
report the practice at your port in assessing duty on charges for 
merchandise shipped from Dunfermline, Scotland, to Liverpopl, for 
shipment thence to the XJnited States. 

Section 2907 of the Bevised Statutes provides that there shall be 
added to the cost, or to the actual wholesale price or general market 
value of goods shipped to the United States, for the purpose of assess- 
mentof duty, the cost of transportation, shipment, and transshipment^ 
with all the expenses included, from the place of growth, production, 
or manufacture; whether by land or by water, to the vessel in which 
shipment is made to the XJnited States; the value of the sack, box, 
or covering of any kind, in which such merchandise is contained; Com- 
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missions at the usaal rates, but ia no case less than 2^ per cent.; bro- 
kerage, export daty, and all other actual or usual charges for putting 
up; preparing, and packing for transportation or shipment. 

It appears to have been the custom, in making out invoices, in a 
large number of cases, to declare npon such invoices that the goods 
^ere delivered on board of the importing vessel free of charges, and 
that, consequently, whatever transportation charges accrued, were 
borne by the seller, and were included in the price of the goods stated 
in the invoice, no separate items for transportation and packing being 
stalled in such invoice. 

It would unquestionably be better for the guidance of customs 
officers to have the value stated in the invoice separate from the 
various items for transportation, packing, and other dutiable charges. 

This Department has heretofore addressed the Secretary of State, 
requesting that the United States consuls abroad require, as far as 
possible, the insertion in invoices of all the dutiable charges, indepen- 
dent of the price of the goods. 

It becomes a question, however, for the appraiser to consider and 
determine what the actual market value or wholesale price of the goods 
in any given case is. 

If he is satisfied that the aggregate sum named in the invoice is suf- 
ficient to cover the 'market value or wholesale price and charges named 
in the law, it would be competent for him to accept the invoice as cor- 
rect for the value and charges. 

If, in any case, charges are not added in the invoice, and the goods 
are not expressed as free on board, it would become the duty of the 
appraiser to add such charges and the 100 per cent, additional, pre- 
scribed by the act of June 22, 1874. • •• • • 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FBENOH, 



GOLLBOTOR OF CUSTOMS, Bostofiy MaS8. 



A89utant Secretary. 



(3299.) 
Additional Duty — When Accruing, 

Teeasuey DBPAETMBNTf July 13, 1877. 

Sm: The Department duly received your letter of the 26th ultimo, 
in the matter of the application of Messrs. King, Briggs & Co. for 
relief from additional duty assessed under section 2900 of the Be vised 
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Statates, on certain grass-hooks, imported by them per ^ Wyoming,'' 
April 25, 1877. 

The fiMts in this ease, as exhibited by the correspondence, are that 
snbseqiwnt to the entry and appraisal of the merchandise by the 
appraiser, the importers voluntarily presented information showing 
that the entered and appraised yalne was less by 10 per centam than 
it should have been, and the qoestion for consideration was whether, 
under these circnmstances, the additional duty of 20 per centum 
accrued upcm the goods. 

This question was submitted to the Attorney General, and I here- 
with endoise a wpy of his reply, from which you will see that he is of 
Opinion that the additional duty of 20 per centum is vot incurred 
except where the appraised value exceeds, by 10 per centum or more, 
the value declared in the eptry, and that there must be an actual ap- 
praisal of the goods showing the advance in order to justify the impo- 
sition of such duties. 

Under the rule laid down by the Attorney General, if the appraiser ' 
actually appraised the goods and made a re-examination thereof at the 
time the parties presented the evidence of undervaluation, or subse- 
quent thereto, the additional duty of 20 per cent, accrued; otherwise, 
not. 

it is presumed that it is not possible now to make any re-examina- 
tion or reappraisal of the goods, in case such re-examination or re- 
appraisal was not made. But upon this point the Department is not 
positively informed. 

You will conform your action hereafter to the rule laid down in the 

opinion of the Attonkey General, and also apply that rule to the case 

in question. 

Very respectfully, 

B. O. MoOORMIGK, 

Acting Secretary, 

OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOICS, Hcw Ywrk. 



DXPABTMXNT OF JUBTIOB, 

Waehington^ July 7, 1877. 

Sib: In answer to your letter of the 3d instant, with reference to 
the additional duty of 20 per cent, ad valorem, under section 2900 of 
the Revised Statutes, I have the honor, respectfully, to say tfa^t the 
facts, as they appear in the letter of the collector and the letter from 
yourself, seem in some particulars to vary. There is no difficulty, 
however, in answering the question proposed in either aspect. 
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The inqairy of yoar letter is as follows: <^ Does the additional duty 
of 20 per cent., prescribed by sectioQ 2900, accrue on goods ivhich hare 
been appraised by the appraiser at the Talo^ declared apon the entry, 
and which snbseqnently to the liquidation and payment of the duties 
and delivery of the goods are found to be undervalued by 10 per cent, 
or mOTef 

I am of the opinion that (assuming all the facts in the case to be 
stated in this question, and that there has been no reappraisement of 
the goods in the case supposed) the penalty of 20 per cent, is not 
incurred, and this because it is only imposed in case the appraised 
value exceeds by iO per cent, or more the invoiced or entered value of 
the goods. No such fact having appeared to the appraisers, the penalty 
has not been incurred. Where, however, it has come to the knowledge 
of the collector, subsequently to an appraisement, that the goods were 
appraised at less than their value, either by reason of an under-in voice, 
or for any other reason, it is in his power, under section 2929 of the 
Bevised Statutes, to order a reappraisement, which may be made either 
by the principal appraisers, or by three merchants designated by him 
for that purpose, who shall be citizens of the United States, and may 
proceed to charge the duties according to such reappraisement. If, 
upon such reappraisement, it is found that the goods exceed by 10 per 
cent, or more the invoiced or entered value, it is then competent for 
the collector to impose the 20 per cent., which is in the nature of a 
penalty. Of course, such reappraisement can only take place when 
the goods are in such position that they may be properly examined, 
but the mere fact that there has been a formal delivery, and that, in 
addition thereto, the duties have been liquidated or paid, would not 
intei^ere with such reapppraisement. 

There appears to be no law by which an additional duty of 20 per 

cent, ad valorem can be imposed, unless it has been found by an 

appraisement (either original or a reappraisement) that the goods 

exceeded by 10 per cent, or more^the invoiced or entered value* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. DBVBNS, 

AUameif OeneraH. 
Hon. John Shebman, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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(3300.) 
Oanimissions and Brokerage Charges. 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbnt, July 14, 1877. 

Bib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 20tli iiltimo, 
transmitting the appeal (4723e) of the Hoekanum Company from your 
decision assessing duty on .2J per cent, commission added to the in- 
voice value, which included an item for *' commission and brokerage, 
2^ per cent.," of certain wool imported from Melboarne, per " Doretta," 
May 7, 1877. 

The importers claim that the items commission and brokerage are 
synonymous, and that the proper commission being already included 
in the invoice, they should not be compelled to add the commission 
complained of. 

Upon investigating the matter, it is found that the practice at Mel- 
bourne is for wool-brokers to charge IJ per cent, commission and 1 per 
cent, brokerage in purchasing wools, thus showing that the terms are 
not synonymous, but that both charges are made at that port. 

Under the requirements of section 2907 of the Eevised Statutes, both 
"commissions (not less than 2J per cent.) and brokerage'' are elements 
of dutiable value ; and, consequently, the proper course to be pursued 
in the premises is to add 1 per cent, to the 2^ per cent, already included 
in the invoice, to make the 2J per cent, commission as well as 1 per 
cent, charge for brokerage. 

You are, therefore, authorized to adjust the said entry accordingly. 

• • • • • • • ' 

Very respectfully, 

E. 0. MoCORMIOK, 

Acting Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Boston, Mass. 



(3301.) 

Dried Mexican Peppers^ unground — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, July 14, 1877. 

Sib : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2d ultimo, 

submitting the appeal (45326) of Messrs. Paul Gelpi & Bro. from your 

assessment of duty at the rate of 5 cents per pound on certain dried 

sweet pepper imported by them per "City of Mexico,'' May 10, 1877; 
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the appellants claiming to enter the same at the rate of 10 percent, ad 
valorem, as '< vegetables not otherwise provided for." 

The article in question, H appears, is a large bell-shaped san-dried 
red pepper pecnliar to Mexico, and is used ezclasively for flavoring 
and coloring prepared dishes of meat or vegetables. 

From an examination of the sample submitted, the Department is of 
opinion that the pepper is liable to duty at the rate of 5 cents per 
pound, by assimilation to <^ red or cayenne pepper," under the pro- 
vision therefor in Schedule I, section 2504, Revised Statutes. 

Tour assessment of duty thereon at that rate is hereby affirmed. 
Bespectfully, 

Bv order : H. F. FRENCH, 



AsHstant Secretary, 



GOLLEOTOE OP CUSTOMS, New Orleans^ La. 



(3302.) 
Tin Cans FiUed a/iid Exported for Benefit of Drawhaok — Not weighahle. 

Treasury Department, July 14, 1877. 

Sir : Referring to the question submitted in your letter of the 21st 
ultimo, as to whether, under section 3023 (4) of the Revised Statutes, 
you are authorized to collect 3 cents per 100 pounds upon tin cans 
filled with salmon and exported with benefit of drawback, I herewith 
enclose a copy of a letter addressed by the Department to the collector 
of customs at New York on December 28, 1875, expressing the opinion 
that tin cans filled with petroleum and exported for benefit of draw- 
back <* are not weighable within the meaning of section 3024." As it 
appears from your statement that in the case of tin cans filled with 
salmon, the quantity of the imported tin used is determined in the 
same way as in the case of tin cans filled with petroleum, namely, by 
a computation based on the measurement of the cans and the known 
average weight of the tin plates, and not by <<the returns of the 
weighers." No weigher's fee can be exacted in either case, under the 
provisions of section 3024 of the Revised Statutes. 

Very respectfully, 

R. C. MoCORMICK, 

Acting Secretary^ 

Collector op Customs, Astoria^ Oregon. 
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(3303.) 
MetaJlie Tags used an Bailtcay Cars containing Banded Merchandise. 

Tbeasttby Depabtmbnt, July 16, 1877. 

1q filliDg requisitioDS for metallic tags, the Department will from 
this date furnish tags to be known as <^ Series B.'' 

Instead of the numbers 1 to 7, immediately under the words *' Inspec- 
tion Stations,'^ as on the t^gs heretofore supplied, the numbers on the 
new tags will be 1, 2, 3, 4. At the end of each tag the number 5 will 
be stamped. With regard to these numbers the following instructions 
are issued,. viz: 

No. 1 will be cancelled when the tag is put on a car or package. 

No. 2 will be cancelled at the place where the car or package leaves 
the United States for transit through Canada. 

No. 3 will be cancelled at the place where the car or package enters 
the United States after transit through Canada. 

No. 4 wilLbe cancelled when the tag is removed from the, car or 
package at the place of destination. 

No. 5 will be cancelled only when, for any reason, a transfer of goods 
from the car upon which the tag was originally placed is made; in such 
case the same tag will be attached to the car into which the goods are 
transferred. 

E. o. Mccormick, 

Acting Secretary. 

COLLBGTOBS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHSBS. 



(3304.) 
Wool — Duty on. 

Treasury Dbpabtment, July 18, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of a letter frt>m E. B. Moore, Esq., 
appraiser at your port, dated the 6th instant, with enclosures, in rela- 
tion to the dutiable chassis cation of certain Australian washed wool, 
imported by the Tracy AVorsted Manufacturing Company of Philadel- 
phia, per " Ohio," Juue 25, 1877. 

The papers, with the sample submitted, were referred to the appraiser 
at New York, for report, as to the practice at that port in the classifica- 
tion of such wools, and that officer reports that they are there class- 
ified as "wool washed, value in the unwashed condition less than 
32 cents per pound, class 1, 20--22.'' 
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The appraiser at New York further states as follows : " This wool is 
a combing wool grown in Australia, and is the product of a cross be- 
tween the English blooded Ootswold sheep and the Merino sheep of 
Australia, and is represented in the cabinet of samples No. 13." 

*< Although used for combing purposes, and known as cross-breed 
combing wool, yet, not being of full English blood a« required under 
the provision of class 2, and containing a large portion of Merino, say 
perhaps one-half, it brings its classification in under the last clause of 
class No. 1, which reads, <and also including all wools not hereinafter 
described or designated in classes two and three.' " 

The Department concurs-in these views, and instructs you to classify 
\ the wool in question for duty accordingly. 

Please furnish the appraiser with a copy hereof. 
Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
CoLLBOTOB OF Otjstoms, PUlodelphm^ Pa. 



(3305.) 
Dotted and Figured Cottons — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, July 19, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
reporting on the appeals (4995 e and 4996 e) of Messrs. Bill wilier Bros, 
from your assessment of duty at the rate of 5^ cents per square yard 
on certain dotted and figured Swiss goods imported by them per 
** Herder," April 26, and "Hammonia," April 20, 1877, and claimed to 
be entitled to entry at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, as embroid- 
eries. 

The appraiser reports that the goods are manufactures of bleached 
cotton, with cotton figures woven thereon in the loom, that the warp 
and weft are continuous, and the figures form no part of the ground- 
work of the fabric. The goods count over one hundred and less than 
two hundred threads to the square inch, weigh less than five ounces t6 
the square yard, and cost less than twenty -five cents per square yard. 

Beferring to Department's decision of August 28, 1874, (Synopsis 
No. 1919,) your assessment of duty on said goods is hereby affirmed. 
• •••••• 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 

Assistant tiecretary, 

GoLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, New York, 
21 
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(3306.) 

Silk UUuties^Duty an. 

Tbbasuby Dbpabtment, Jfdy 19, 1877. 

SiB: The Department is in receipt of yoar letter of the 9th instant, 
reporting on the appeal (49946) of Messrs. J. Loewenthal & Co. from 
your assessment of duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain elastics imported by them per "Frisia," March 22, 1877, and 
claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem, 
under the provision in Schedule M, Revised Statutes, for manufac- 
tures of India rubber and silk and other materials, on the ground that 
they contain over 25 per cent, in value of cotton. 

The appraiser reports that the goods in question are manufactures 
of silk, India* rubber, and cotton, the value of the silk being over 50 
per cent, of the total value of the component materially, and the value 
of the cotton being less than 25 per cent thereof. 

Your assessment of duty on the goods in question, being in accord- 
ance with the provisions of section 1, act of February 8, 1875, is 
hereby af&rmed. 

Very respectfully, 

B. 0. MoCORMIOK, 

Acting Secretary. 
COLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New TorJc. 



(3307.) 
Duties <m Imparts — Where Payable. 

Tbbasxtby Dbpabtmbnt, July 19, 1877. 

Gbntlbmbn: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 
14th of May last, in which you ask that you may be permitted to pay 
duties at Whitehall on cargoes of lumber intended for that port, but 
which are imported and entered at Rouse's Point. 

The law requires that duties must be paid or secured at the first port 

of arrival in the United States. The only way, therefore, in which 

your request could be granted, would be by allowing you to enter the 

lumber in bond at Rouse's Point, and then to transport it in band to 

Whitehall, w^ere it could be entered for consumption. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

Messrs; H. G. BuBLBian & Bbc, WhitehaUj N. T. 
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(3308.) 
ErroTB Discovered in Entries Prior to Liquidation. 

Treasury Department, July 19, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, 
in reference to the liqaidation of an entry of oranges and lemons im- 
ported at your port and invoiced in Italian paper liras. 

It appears that no certificate of depreciation was produced at the 
time of entry, and that the duties were estimated and paid on the basis 
of lO^if cents per lira, and that liqaidation of the entry was sus- 
pended to await the arrival of a consular certificate of depreciation. 
This certificate has now been received showing that the value of the 
lira in the invoice is 17 cents, and you inquire whether, in the absence 
of protest and appeal, this value may be taken in liquid|kting the entry, 
and the excess of duties refunded to the importers. 

In reply, you are informed that protest and appeal are in no case 
required In advance of the liquidation of aii entry, and that an error in 
the ascertainment and assessment of duties may be corrected at any 
time prior to the liquidation of the entry, without protest aid app3il 
and any excess of duties found due to the importer on liquidation may 
be refunded. 

In the case under consideration the parties are entitled to an acynst- 

ment of the entry upon the true value of the lira, as shown by Ihe 

consul's certificate now produced. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. FEBNOH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



(3309.) 
Uficlaimed Goods — Sale of* 

Treasury Department, July 19, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, 
in which you ask for instructions as to the disposition to be made of 
certain goods imported into your port under immediate-transportatioii 
bond which have remained unentered and unclaimed for more than one 
year, and of a number of small packages containing dutiable goods, 
which were seized for importation by mail fh>m foreign countries, and 
have also remained without being claimed or called for by the owners 
for more thaa a year. 
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In reply, yoa are informed that all of sach articles shonld be adver- 
tised and sold at the next 'public sale to be held at your port under the 
provisions of articles 7CO-767 (and articles 866, &c., if applicable) af 
the Customs Eef^ulations. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



COLLBCTOE OF CUSTOMS, ChicogOy III 



Assistant SeGretary, 



(3310.) 
Certification of Invoices by Consuls. 

Teeasuey Dbpaetment, July 21, 1877. 

SiE : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communica- 
tion from the Acting Secretary of State, dated the 16th instant, trans- 
mitting a copy of dispatch Ko. 420, from the United States consul at 
St. John, N. B., in which he states that, in pursuance of his instruc- 
tions, the consular agent at McAdam Junction refused to certify an 
invoice covering a lot of some four or five hundred cordgi of bark, 
which, it is understood, was to be sent forward in different lots, from 
time to time, at the convenience of the 8hipi)er. 

In reply I have to state that the instructions of the consul to the 
consular agent forbidding the certification of the invoice under such 
circumstances, and the latter's action in pursuance of such instructions, 
have the approval of this Department. 

The regulations of this Department, however, allow importations to 
be made by different cars or different trains on the same road, and 
even on different days, to be comprised in one invoice. 

This privilege is to be allowed only in cases where the shipper is 
unable to procure transportation for all the goods embraced in otoe 
consignment by the same car, train, or vessel ; and it must apx>ear to 
the satisfaction of the consul that the entire consignment is to be 
shipped at or about the same time, within reasonable limitations, and 
as soon as facilities for transportation can be secured. 

You are respectfully referred to this Department's letter of May 1, 
1877, upon a similar question raised by the United States consul gen- 
eral at Montreal, in connection with shipments from that place to 
Bouse's Point, N. Y. 

Very respectfully. 



Hon. William M. Evaets, 

Secretary of State. 



R. C. MoCORMIOK, 

Acting Secretary. 
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(3311.) 
Silk Bags — Duty an, 

Tbbasuby DbpaetmBnt, JuZy 21, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of yoar letter of the i8th instant, 
submitting the appeals (5114^ and 51156) of Messrs. Dieckerhoff, Bafftoer 
& Col from your assessment of dnty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valo- 
rem on certain silk rags imported by them i>er ^'Frisia," May 10, and 
«Oeltio,"May22,1877. 

The rags in question, it appears, consist of small scraps of silk col- 
lected from dress-making establishments, and intended for use as but- 
ton-stuff, and the. importers claim that they are entitled to entry at the 
rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in section 1, act 
of February 8, 1875, for ^'lastings, mohair cloth, silk twist, or other 
manufactures of cloth woven or made in patterns of such size, shape, 
or form, or cut in such manner as tp be fit for buttons exclusively." 

The Department is of opinion that the provision of law above quoted 
covers only such materials as are woven or cut into special forms 
adapted for covering buttons, and your assessment of duty on the rags 
in question as <' manufactures of silk not otherwise provided for,'^ 
under the provisions of section 1, act of February 8, 1875, is hereby 
affirmed. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



Assistant Secretary. 



COIiLBOTOB OF GustOMS, New TorJc, 



(3312.) 
Oireular in regard to Telegraphing. 

Tbeasuby Department, July 21, 1877. 

The following communiction from the Postmaster General, pre- 
scribing rates to be paid by the Government for telegraphing, for the 
year ending June 30, 1878, is herewith published for the information 
of officers of the Treasury. Department, and others whom it may 
concern. 

B. C. MoCOEMIOK, 

Acting Secretary. 
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Bates of Pay for Communications by Telegraph, 1877-'78. 

Post Office Department, June 30, 1877. 

Whereas, by the act of Congress ai)proved July twenty-fourth, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, entitled "An act to aid in the construc- 
tion of telegraph lines, and to secure to the Government the use of the 
same for postal, military, and other purposes," in section second it is 
enacted: that telegraphic communications between the several Depart- 
ments of the Government of the United States and their ofScers and 
agents shall, in their transmission over the lines of said companies, 
have priority over all other business, and shall be sent at rates to be 
annually fixed by the Postmaster General : 

Now, therefore, in pursuance and by virtue of the authority on me 
by said act conferred, I, David M. Key, Postmaster General of the 
United States, do hereby fix the rates at which the telegraphic commu- 
nications aforesaid shall be sent for the year commencing on the first 
day of July, A. D. eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, as follows, 
namely: 

The rate for all telegraphic communications, sent otherwise than 
over circuits established by the Chief Signal Officer of the Army for 
the transmission of enciphered weather reports, shall be as follows, viz: 

One cent per word for each circuit* through which it shall be trans- 
mitted, said rate to be computed subject to the following conditions, 
viz: 

A distance of five hundred miles, as computed by the tables of the 
Post Office Department, shall be deemed a circuit, and the shortest 
practicable route of the company transmitting the message shall in 
all cases be the basis of computation. 

If, in computing circuits, there shall be found one or more circuits 
and a fraction of a circuit, such fraction shall be deemed a circuits 

If a communication shall be sent a distance less than five hundred 
miles, that distance shall be deemed a circuit. 

All words of the communication transmitted are to be counted, 
excepting the date and place at which such communication is filed.. 

All messages of less than twenty-five words, address and signature 
included, shall be rated as if containing twenty-five words, and all 
messages exceeding twenty-five words shall be rated by the exact 
number of words they contain, address and signature included. 

The rate for all telegraphic communications known as the Signal 
Service weather reports shall not exceed three cents for each word of 

*The word "circuit," as here used, meaus not telegraphic circuit, but a unit of^ 
distance of five.hundred miles. 
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said reports for each circuit over which they may pass, in accordance 
with the schedule of circuits and plans of the Chief Signal Officer of the 
Army, which are now or may hereafter be adopted by him for trans- 
mitting these reports, or such parts thereof as he may designate, in 
such words or ciphers as may, from time to time, be directed by him. 
The amount thus estimated is to be taken in full payment for said re- 
ports; no additional allowance to be made for drops, office messages, 
or other services or special facilities required by the Chief Signal Offi- 
cer for the correct and prompt transmission of said Signal Service 
reports. 

I/, at any time j from oompetition or other cause^ telegraph rates should 
be reduced so that a message of ten words may be sent for the publio at a 
less rate than that above mentioned for a twenty-five word message^ then^ 
and in that case, this order shaU be changed to meet such lower public rote; 
it being intended by this proviso that in no ease shall the Government be 
compelled to pay more for a twenty-five word messagCj including address 
and signature, than the publio is required to pay for a ten-word message^ 
exclusive of such address and signature. 

DAVID M. KEY, 
Postm^aster OeneraL 



(3313.) 
Samples of Merchandise forwarded by Consuls. 

Trbastjby DEPABTMEifT, July 21, 1877. 

SiB: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
Dicatioh of the 5th instant, with accompanying documents, in relation 
to supplying samples of imported merchandise, to be transmitted, in 
connection with triplicate invoices sent by consuls, to' collectors of 
customs in the United States. 

It appears, from the communication addressed by the United States 
consul at Manchester to the consul general at London, dated the 
15th ultimo, a copy of which is among your enclosures, that there are 
many kinds of goods which cannot be sampled in the manner required 
by existing regulations without great embarrassment, if not an actual 
stoppage, to the trade in such articles. 

With Inference thereto, I beg leave to state that, by the terms of your 
circular of July 10, 1876, issued in pursaance of the recommendation 
of this Department, it is required that samples which, under the con- 
sular regulations, were required to be deposited with the consuls shall 
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be transmitted by theni to the collector of castoms at the port of des* 
^tmation in the United. States, and that in all cases it is left to the 
discretion of the consal to determine whether it is practicable or 
proper that samples shonld be called for from shippers for sach pur- 
pose. In the exercise of snch discretion, it is presumed that consuls 
will be able to remove any embarrassments to trade which may have 
grown out of what would seem to be a misconception of the terms of 
your circular. 

With reference to the point raised in this and other correspondence^, 
that it operates greatly to the inconvenience of shippers to be required 
to supply samples of standard articles of uniform character in connection 
with each shipment thereof, I have to state that in case the goods consist 
of standard articles well known to the trade, it will be sufficient to for- 
ward samples occasionally, in connection with shipments to any par* 
licular port in the United States, as representing such class of goods^ 
and to note the fact upon other invoices of the same description qi 
merehandise^sent to the same port. 

Yery respectfully, 

R. C. McOORMIOK, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Hon. Wm. M. Eyabts, Secretary of State, 



(3314.)* 
Identification of American Orain-bags on Reimportation. 

Tebastjby Depabtmbnt, July 23, 1877. 

Sib: Your letter of the 16th ultimo was duly received, relative to 
the circular of this Department of the 5th of June, 1876, prescribing 
regulations for the free entry of empty grain-bags of domestic manu- 
facture, which have been exported filled with American produce and 
returned to the United States empty. 

For the purpose of securing a proper identification of such bags on 
their return, the circular prescribed that the manifests of the exporting 
vessel should specify the bags by marks and numbers. Parties at 
your port object to having such marks and numbers placed upon the 
bags, giving as a reason the expense and trouble involved, and that 
such marks and numbers detract from the value of the bags. The col- 
lector of customs at New York reports that no difficulty is experienced 
in carrying out the regulations at that port, but he suggests that the 
regulations be so modified as not to require consecutive numbers on 
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the bags. The saggestion of the collector is approved by the Depart- 
ment, bat the bags mast be so marked before shipment as to prove 
their identity on retnm beyond any reasonable doubt, before being ad«^ 
mitted to free duty. 

The collector of customs at New York also reports that at that port 
such bags are marked with some private initial letter or letters of the 
frm to which they belong, and, if this be done, it seems to the Depart- 
ment it would be sufficient proof of identity. No further modification 
of the regulations can be permitted. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretcfry. 
OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



(3315.) 
Shipments firom Parts on the Black Sea and Sea of Azov. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, July 24, 1877. 

SiB: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter, dated 
the 27th ultimo, fh)m Hon. F. W. Seward,* Acting Secretary, trans- 
mitting a copy of a dispatch of the 5th ultimo, from the consul of the 
United States at Odessa, Russia, in which he reports that the Russian 
ports on the Black Sea and Sea of Azov are closed by blockade, so 
that merchandise cannot be shipped by vessels to the United States 
from those ports, and he asks whether he is authorized to certify 
invoices of merchandise which may be transported overland by railroad 
to ports on the Baltic Sea, to be thence shipped by vessels to the 
United States; and, if so, whether the cost of such land-carriage to the 
Baltic ports should be added to the invoice value, to make dutiable 
value of the merchandise. 

In regard to the first question, the Department would answer in the 
affirmative, as it has been the general practice under the law to require 
invoices to be authenticated by the consular officer nearest the place 
of shipment — that is, the place where the goods are purchased for or 
prepared for consignment to the United States. 

As to the second question, the Department states that the law (sec- 
tion 2907 of the Revised Statute]^) requires that, "in determining the 
dutiable value of merchandise, there shall be added to the cost, or to 
the actual wholesale price or general market value, at the time of 
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exportation in the principal markets of the country from whence the 
same has been imported into the United States, the cost of transporta- 
tion, shipment, and transshipment, with all the expenses included, from 
the place of growth, production, or manufacture, whether by land or 
water, to the vessel in which shipment is made to the United States," 
and consequently that the cost of inland-carriage to the Baltic port 
where the merchandise is placed on shipboard must be regarded as an 
element of dutiable value thereunder. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
Hon. Wm. M. Evarts, Secretary of State. 



(3316.) 
Circular in regard to Gratuities to Revenue Officers, 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, July 25, 1877. 

The attention of all officers of the Customs Service is called to sec- 
tion 5452, Bevised Statutes, which provides as follows : 

<<'Every person engaged in the importation of goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise into the United States, or interested as principal, clerk, or 
agent in the entry of any goods, wares, or merchandise, who at any time 
makes, or offers to make, to any officer of the revenue, any gratuity or 
present of any money, or other thing of value, shall be fined not more 
than five thousand dollars or be imprisoned not more than two years." 
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(3317.) 
Ochera. Ground in Oil — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, July 25, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is ia receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (4792 e) of J. Lee Smith & Co. from your de- 
cision assessing duty at the rate of $1 50 per hundred pounds on cer- 
tain so-called "yellow paint," imported per "Yeddo" in April last, 
which the importers claim to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent, 
ad valorem, under the provision (Heyl, 13G6) for "paints and painters' 
colors." 

It appears, upon investigation and an inspection of samples, that 
the merchandise in question is composed in large part of yellow ocher 
and oil, and that while it is in fact a paint, it is nevertheless an ocher, 
or ochery earth, ground in oil, and so known to the trade. 

"Ochers and ochery earth ground in oil" are dutiable at the rate of 
$1 50 per hundred pounds, under Schedule M, (Heyl, 1360,) and your 
decision is hereby affirmed. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEBNOH, 



Collector op Customs, New York. 



Assistant Secretofy. 



(3318.) 
Peanut Oil — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, July 25, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (5054^) of Gantz, Jones & Co. from your de- 
cision assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
peanut oil, imported per " Canada," May 14, 1877, which the importers 
claim to be exempt from duty as " soap-stock." 

It appears that peanut oil, although used to some extent in the 
manufacture of soap, is used for many other purposes, and cannot with 
any propriety be considered as coming within the provision for " soap- 
stocks " as used in the " free list." 

The question of classification of peanut oil was decided by the De- 
partment on jbhe 18th of January, 1859, when it was held that it was 
an expressed oil, obtained from the nut by mechanical pressure and 
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exposare to the sun, and was dutiable under the provision for ex- 
pressed oils, which is now contained in Schedule M, and which imposes 
a duty of 20 per cent, ad valorem on <<oils expressed not otherwise 
provided for." 
Your decision is therefore af&rmed. 

Very respectfully, 

By order : • H. F. FBBNCH, 



Assistant Secretary. 



COLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York, 



(3319.) 
Machinery-^Duty an, 

Teeasuey Dbpabtment, July 25, 1877. 

Sm : By decision 2361, dated July 22, 1875, the Department affirmed 
your assessment of duty at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem upon 
certain machinery imported by Messrs. Kaushe & Downiug by the 
" Wisconsin," March 24, 1875. 

The machinery in question was composed in part of steel and in part 
of ii;on. The steel portion was separately packed and the weight 
thereof separately stated in the invoice, and the action of the Depart- 
ment inaffirmiug your assessment of duty was based upon the ground 
that the importation was to be regarded as an entirety. 

This action was in accordance with a previous decision in the case 
of the Hartford Carpet Company, which action was sustained by the 
opinion of the Solicitor of the Treasury. The rule laid down in this 
decision, as applied to machinery, the steel portions of which were 
separately packed and separately invoiced from the iron portions, was 
in direct conflict with the rule laid down in the General Eegulations 
of this Department, article 482, which prescribes that where different 
parts of machinery are composed of different materials, which, even 
though in the same package, are readily separable for classification 
and assessment of duty, each will be classified according to its charac- 
teristics. 

Upon application of parties interested* the question was referred to 
the Attorney General, under date of the 26th ultimo, and a reply from 
the Solicitor General, approved by the Attorney General, has been 
received, dated the 30th ultimo, which is as follows : 
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<<Dbpabtment op Jubtiob, 

'< Washington, June 30, 1877. 

^< Sib : Yovlvh of the 26th instant, addressed to the Attorney General, 
has been considered^ and herewith I submit a reply. 

'< Yo^r communication refers to a case presented to yoar immediate 
predecessor by an appeal of the Clark Thread Company of Newark, 
New Jersey, from a decision by the collector at New York upon an 
importation of certain manufactures of iron and steel; and, calling 
attention to the rule laid down by the Secretary in affirming the decis- 
ion below, as well as to a previous decision upon a similar matter by 
Secretary Bristow, and a regulation of the Department, which pre- 
ceded both decisions, you ask whether your action should be guided 
by the last decision, or by the regulation. 

^< Although it is not expressly so said, I infer that this question con- 
cerns matters of official business now pending before you. 

<^The state of this case, then, is as follows: 

<^ Congress having provided that on the importations of the follow- 
ing articles the following duties shall be paid, viz: (1) All manufac- 
tures of steel, or of which steel shall be a component part* not other- 
wise provided for, forty-five per centum ad valorem, (Rev. Stat., p, 
4d8, bottom;) and (2) manufactures * * not otherwise provided 
for, of- • • iron, • • thirty-five per centum ad valorem, (ibid., 
p. 471, top) — ^the Secretary of the Treasury, prior to the year 1875, 
issued this regulation : <On all articles manufactured from two or more 
materials, the duty is to be assessed at the highest rates at which any 
of its component parts may be charged. Where, however, different 
parts of machinery, or the like, are composed of different materials, 
which, even though in the same package, are readily separable in 
classification and assessment of dul^, each will be classified according 
to its characteristics.' Under this law and regulation there was pre- 
sented to Secretary Bristow, in 1875, a case of the importation of ma- 
chinery, some portions of which were steel, and others iron, such 
respective portions being separately packed, and their weights sepa- 
rately stated in the invoice; aod it was held that, as the value of the 
separate portions was not given in detail, the whole was dutiable 
as steel, at 45 per centum. Afterwards, in 1876, was presented to 
Secretary Morrill the case of the Clark Thread Company, which had 
imported a quantity of machinery, the invoices, packages, and valu- 
ations of the iron portions of which were separate from those of the 
portions composed of steel, or of steel combined with iron, and it was 
held that, as the steel forms an integral and important constituent of 
the machine, and is absolutely essential to its proper workings, the 
importation, notwithstanding the separate invoices, &c., was an entirety, 
and so was within the above decision of Secretary Bristow. 

"Mr. Bristow's decision refers for authority to a decision made in 
1872 by Secretary Boutwell, who held that, inasmuch as in the case 
before him the invoices of the machinery in question, (of iron and 
steel,) were made out, so that the value of the different portions 
thereof were separately stated, and also that the steel portions of the 
machinery were separately packed, so that their value could be readily 
verified by examiaatiou, those different portions wer6 to be charged 
with separate duties. I, therefore, understand the facts before Secre- 
tary Bristow to present a cas.e within the administrative regulation 
above quoted, i. e., one in which the highest rate of duty was to be 
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assessed, because the different materials were not readily separable in 
assessment Whatever maybe thought of the Secretary's judgment, 
that the iron and steel were not, in fact, readily separable for assessment, 
rand I see no reason to question it,) it seems that he gave to the regu- 
lation the scope proi)er thereto when he applied it to a matter of mere 
administration. According to this, readily separable means readily 
separable as items in the revenue customs act by officials required to 
execute it. 

" This is the proper sphere of a regulation which, ordinarily, in point 
of theory, can neither enlarge nor restrain a statute, and in point of 
effect can be said to do so only so far as parties having intercourse 
with the Department which issued the regulation unreasonably fail to 
conform that intercourse thereto. 

"The decision of Secretary Morrill goes further, and holds that if a 
< manufacture of steeP is known to be *an integral and important con- 
stituent of a machine,' which, when set up, will comprise a < manu- 
facture of iron,' imported at the same time, both manufactures must 
be assessed as steel, no matter that by distinct invoices, packages, and 
values, they have been so arranged as to be readily separable by 
officials whose duty it is to separate, for tariff purposes, articles which 
are manufactures of iron from those which are manufactures of steel. 

"Inasmuch, therefore, a»N.the decisions quoted in the Clark Thread 
Company case are not precedents for the decision there made, I have 
to inquire whether the ^Revised Statutes warrant the principle laid 
down, as above quoted, by Secretary Morrill. 

"The question turns upon- the meaning of the word < manufactures,' 
as used in the provisions above quoted, 

" Congress has chosen not to use the word machine in this connection. 

"The meaning of the word manufacture is more extensive than and 
includes that of the word machine. 

" In some cases, a manufacture may be a machine, in others, not. 

" The customs act renders manufactures dutiable whether machines 
or not — i. e., dutiable simply in their character as manufactures., 

"If a merchant import a machine in such condition as regards 
invoices, packages, &c., as to be an integral whole, it is no doubt to be 
treated as a single ' manufacture;' and whether it be such whole may, 
within reasonable hmits, as above, be defined by regulation. But if 
there be nothing in the manner of the importation thereof to consolidate 
manufactures of iron and manufactures of steel, the natural meaning 
of the enactments above quoted requires their separation as much as 
that of any other items liable to duty. If, for tariff purposes, the 
customs officers can deal with a certain article as a manufacture, it 
seems to me that in thereupon instituting an inquiry whether that 
article be not upon its face part of some machine, they travel out of* 
the record. 

" I therefore submit that the principle above quoted, from the case of 
the Clark Thread Company, is not that which should govern the similar 
cases now before you ; and also, that the regulations quoted above are, 
in such case, reasonable, and should be applied. 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"L. F. PHILLIPS, 
" Approved : " Solicitor General 

" Chas. Devens, Attorney Qeneral 

" The Skobetaey of the Tbbasuby." ' 
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From the foregoiDg you will see that the Solicitor Gtoneral and At- 
torney General regard the rale laid down in article 482 of the Begaia- 
tions as a proper construction of the law governing importations of 
machinery composed in part of iron and in part of steel, where the 
several parts are readily separable for classification and assessment of 
dnty and are separately valued in the invoice. 

Yon will conform your action to the views therein set forth in simi- 
lai^ cases hereafter arising. 

As regards dnties which may have been exacted at the rate of 45 

per cent ad valorem on importations of machinery, under authority of 

the decision of the Department before mentioned, it may be stated that, 

in view of the provisions of the act of March 3, 1875, entitled "An act 

restricting the refunding of customs duties and prescribing certain 

regulations of the Treasury Department," no refund of any portion of 

such duties can be made until a judgment adverse to the Government 

shall have been obtained in court, from which the Attorney General 

shall certify that no appeal or writ of error will be taken. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

, Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, Neto YorJ^. 



(3320.) 
Dyed Istle^Free. 

Tbeasuby Department, July 26, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, 
reporting on the appeal (50046) of Martin Benjamin from your decisipn 
assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on certain istle 
or Tampico fibre, imported per " Frisia,^' May 9, 1877, which the im- 
porter claims to be exempt from dut^. 

The special report of the appraiser shows that the merchandise is 
the *< istle or Tampico fibre," which is specified in the free list, but that 
because it is imported in a dyed condition it was classified as a non- 
enumerated manufactured article at a duty of 20 per cent, ad valorem. 

The question involved in this case is simply whether the dyeing of 
the fibre has effected such a change in its commercial character as to 
render it no longer the article which is specified in the '^'free list." 
This question is similar to that which, in the case of << ground heknlock 
bark," the Department decided on May 2, 1877, (Synopsis 3825,) by 
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holding that the grinding of the bark did not operate to take it from 
the free list. 

Yon are therefore authorized to remit the duties thereon and to 
adjust the entry accordingly. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



OOLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, KeVD Yorlc. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3321.) 
Saddles not Household or Persoruil Effects. 

Treasury Dbpabtment, July 27, 1877. 

Sm: Th^ Department is in receipt of your report of the 23d instant, 
with enclosures, in relation to the application of Messrs. Wells, 
Fargo «& Co., in behalf of William B. Sherriff, for the free entry of a 
saddle, entered by them, per "China,'' February 16, 1877. 

It appears from the case, as presented by the applicants, that the 
saddle is "old and in use," and is the property of William B. SherrifE^ 
who arrived in the United States in July, 1876. Upon these grounds, 
free entry of said saddle is claimed, as constituting part of the perso\ial 
or household effects of ^r. Sherriff. 

In reply, yo^ are informed that decision 2901, which excluded from 
fr«e entry carriageis, as not being personal or household effects, was 
based upon an opinion of the Attorney General, in which it was held 
that the term personal effects included only such articles as are worn 
on the person, or used in connection therewith', and that carriages 
could not be properly regarded as personal effects. The reasoning of 
this rule applies to the case in question; and the Department is, there- 
fbre, of opinion' that your action in declining to admit the saddle to 
free entry was correct. 

Your decision is hereby affirmed. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FBBNCH, 



CoLl^CTOB OP Customs, 'New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3322.) 
Drawhadk Allowcmce on Out-Nails. 

Tbbasuby Dbpaetmbnt, July 28, 1877. 

Sib: On the exportation of cat-nails mannfa^tured wholly from im- 
ported scrap-iron a drawback will l>e allowed eqaal to the dnty paid 
on the material nsed, less the legal retention of ten per centam. The 
quantity of such material shall be determined as follows: 

When the values expressed in the invoices of the original importa- 
tion, and the reports of the appraisers thereon, show such importation 
to have consisted exclusively of old scrap-iron, and to have been valued 
accordingly, twenty-five (25) per centam will be added to £he net 
weight of the exported nails, as allowance for wastage. In each such 
case the manufacturer's and exporter's oaths must state specifically 
that the nails were manufactured exclusively of old scrap-iron. 

When all or any part of the material used was view scrap-iron, only 
twelve (12) per cent, will be allowed for wastage. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

CoLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3323.) 

Designation of Philadelphia oa Port of Entry for Goods shipped in Bond 

to Canada, 

Treasury Department, July 30, 1877. 
^n pursuance of section 2866 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, the port of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is, with the approval of 
the President, designated as a port from which imported merchandise 
may be shipped in bond in transit through the United States to the 
Dominion of Canada by such routes and under such regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary, 
Approved : R. B. HAYES, Pres^ident, 

Collectors and other Officers of Customs. 

22 
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(3324.) 
Brass Watch- Chains — Ihity on, 

Teeasuey Depaetmbnt, Jnhj 30, 1877. 

SiE : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, 
reporting- on the, appeal (4992c) of J. Rosenthal & Co. from your de- 
cision assessing dncy at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain 

brass watch-chains, imported per ** Keckar,'' June 30, 1877. 
• •***•• 

It may be renmrked that the attachment to the ends of the chains 
of colored pieces of glass, in the shai)e of a seal or pendant, does not, 
in the opinion of the Department, constitute such articles "jewelry," 
within the meaning of that term as used in the law, nor does it bring 
them withhi the i>rovisiou for " compositions of glass or paste when 

set." 

Very respectfully, 

13y order; K. 0. McOORMIGK, 

Assistant Secretary. 
CoLLEGTOE OF CUSTOMS, Ne^c Yorh 



(3325.) 
Decisions of Secretary on Customs Laics^ how reversed, 

Teeasuey Depaetmbnt, July 30, 1877. 

Gentlemen : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 25th 
instant, requesting a reconsideration of Department's decision on your 
appeals (Nos. 51146 and 5iloe) from the assessment of duty by the 
collector of customs at New York, at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem, 
on silk rags imported by you per steamers "Frisia," May 10, and 
" Celtic," May 22, 1877. 

In reply, you are informed that the decision on these appeals was 
made in acconlance with printed decisions, No. 611, dated March 17, 
1870. The samples transmitted by you are, in the maii!^, smaller than 
those which appear to have formed the subject of that decisiou, but 
they are of the same general character, and the action of the Depart- 
ment since the date of said decision has been in accordance therewith. 

Since the decision upon your case was made, other cases of like 
character have been presented in which a like decision was made. 

In view of the act of March 3, 1875, which provides that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall not reverse a ruling once given, construing 
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a law which imposes duties on imports, except upon the judgment of 
a court or an opinion of the Attorney General, the Department is not 
authorized to reopen the matter. 

Very respectfully, 

By order : E. O. MoOOKMIOK, 

AsHstant Secretary. 
Messrs. Diecebshoff, Hafflobb & Co., New York. 



(3326,) 
Damage Allowatiee on Wine. 

Tbeastjby Depabtmbnt, July 31, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your report of the 25th instant, 
ui)on a communication from Messrs. Arguimbau, Wallis & Go.^ in 
which they ask for an allowance of damage on certain wine, per bark 
^^Ferrere," in January last, po damage haying been returned by the 
appraiser. 

It appears, from the appraiser's report, submitted by you, that 
allowance for damage was refused, for the reason that it could not be 
shown in what manner the wine had been injured, the cause of the 
damage, if any there was, being merely a matter of conjecture. The 
appraiser further states that his own conclusion was that there was a 
lack of spirits to fortify it against the vicissitudes of the voyage, and 
that it is one of those inferior compounds which, under favorable con- 
ditions, may be imported, in good condition, but has nojb sufficient 
body to insure such results. 

In reply, you are informed that, the fact that the precise cause of 
damage cannot be ascertained, does not, of itself, defeat the claim tor 
allowance, (see Department's letter of 25th ultimo, authorizing allow- 
ance of damage on dates, imported per "Utopia" and "Canada," by 
Gal way & Gassado;) and as to the point that the wine was so inferior 
in quality that it becai^e damaged on the voyage, the Department 
has heretofore held (letters to collector at New Orleans of December 
11, 1873, and February 5, 1877) that if the merchandise, at the time 
of shipment from the foreign port, was not in a fit condition to with- 
stand the risks of an ordinary voyage, no allowance for damage can 
be granted; but that, if the damage is owing to the unusual length of 
the voyage, such fact may be considered as an unforeseen contingency, 
which would bring the case within the rule under which damage 
allowance's are authorized, if proof of sound shipment is submitted. 
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Applying this rale to the case in qaestion, the Department instmcts 
you to return the damage- warrant to the appraiser for report as to the 
facts; and, upon receipt of sach report, yoa will report farther to the 
Department. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: E. 0. MoOOEMIOK, 

Assistant Secretary. 
GOLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3327.) 
Damage AUawanee on Wine in Bottles. 

Tbkasuby Di^ABTMBNT, July 31, 1877. 

8iE: The Department is in receipt of your report of the 12th in- 
stant, upon the application of Henry Winkle & Co. for reliquidation 
of their warehouse entry, (bond 3214,) covering certain champagne im- 
ported per "Granada," July 17, 1876. 

It appears that upon the arrival of the champagne at your port, the 
inspector who superintended the discharge Cff the vessel reported ^^one 
case short, empty, and broken," in view of which you assessed duty 
upon the entire invoice quantity, with the statutory allowance of 5 
per cent, for breakage, under the act of February 8, 1875. 

The applicants claim that duties should h^ve been assessed on the 
invoice quantity, less the quantity contained in the case which was 
empty and broken, with 5 per cent, allowance for breakage on the 
cases that were intact. 

In reply, you are informed that your action in the premises was cor- 
rect, and the same is hereby confirmed. 
Very respectfully. 

By order; B. O. MoCORMICK, 

Assistant Secretary. 

GoLi^OTOB OF OVSTOMS, San Franeiscoj Oal 
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TO COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 



Trbasuby Depabtment, 

Washington^ B. 0., September 3, 1877. 
The following Decisions of the Department for tiie month of Aiignat^ 
1877, upon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress, relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published herewith 
for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customjs. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Seeretwry. 



(3328.) 
Dried SkinSy Speoimena o/NaturaZ History — Free, 

Treasuby Department, August 2, 187?. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, 
relative to protest and appeal (4946 c) of Professor H. A. Ward from 
your decision assessing duty on certain skins (specimens of natural his- 
tory)' imported at your port and shipped to Bochester, N. Y., in bond. 

You state that the appraiser at your port, returned the skins as 8X>eci- 
mens of natural history, exempt from duty under section 2^05 of the Be- 
vised Statutes, (1760, Heyl,) but that duty was assessed because the 
parties making entry did not produce the required affidavit as to the 
purpose of the importation. 

The free list of the Revised Statutes (Heyl, 1621) exempts from duty 
hides, raw or uncured, whether dry, salted, or pickled, and skins, with 
certain exceptions therein named. 

It is the opinion of the Department that skins like those in question, . 
which do not come within the limits of these exceptions, should be ad- 
mitted fr'ee of duty irrespective of the purposes for which they are im- 
ported. 

You will please hereafter conform your action to these instructions. 
Very respectfully. 

By order: B. 0. MoCOBMIOK, 



Oolleotoe of Customs, Ifew TorJc. 
23 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3329.) 
Oannister — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, August 3, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 3l8t ultimo, 
reporting in regard to the classification of crude or uilground gannister. 

This article is ascertained to be a ledge rock, comx>osed of silex, 95 
POT cent., day, 4 per cent., and oxide of iron, 1 per cent., which is used 
in the manufacture of bricks for furnaces. McElrath^s Commercial 
Dictionary (page 227) defines it to be a variety of sandstone, which, 
when ground and mixed " with clay, is used for lining furnaces." In 
its crude and natural condition the article is a stony or rocky substance, 
and is not in the nature of a clay. 

The Department, therefore, is of opinion that, when imported in this 
condition, it is dutiable, under the provision in Schedule M (Heyl, 
1334) for "mineral • ♦ ♦ substances in a crude state not otherwise 
provided for," at 20 per cent, ad valorem. 

In case, however, gannister is ground and mixed with fire-clay, the 
composition would be liable to a duty of $5 per ton, under Depart- 
ment's ruling of July 14, 1869, (Synopsis 423.) 
Very respectfully, 

By order: R. C. McCORMICK, 



CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, 2^ew York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3330.) 
Imitation Saffron — Duty on.^ 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, August 4, 1877. 

Sib : 'The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, 
reporting on the appeal (5121e) of Mr. C. G. Witte from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem on certain imita- 
tion saf&on, imported per ^^Rhein," Jime 22, 1877, wldch the importer 
claims to be exempt from duty imder the provision for ^< saf&on and 
safflower.'' 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the merdian- 
dise is not the safi&on or safflower of commerce, but an imitation thereof, 
consisting of the floWers of the calendula officinalis^ dyed or colored so 
as to resemble Spanish safixon, and intended for the adulteration of 
that article. 
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The claim of the importer is therefore rejected, and. your deeisioii 

assessing duty on the merchandise as a ^^manufactured article not 

otherwise provided for," afi&rmed. 

Yery respectftdly. 

By order: E. 0. McCOEMIOK, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, New York, 



(3331.) 

Importatwn of Hides from Great Britain cmd IreUmd. 

Treasuby Department, August 4, 1877. 
Sir : In answer to an inquiry fit)m the Secretary of State to the 
United States Consul General at London, that officer has telegraphed 
that importations of dry and salted hides from England and Ireland 
can now safely be permitted. 

You are therefore authorized to permit the importation and landing 
of such hides, provided the invoice is accompanied by the usual certifi- 
cate of non-infection. 

Yery respectfully, 

By order: E. C. McCOEMICK, 

Assistant Secretary^ 
Collector of Customs, Baltifnore, Md. 



(3332.) 
Canal-Boats amd Barges, 

Treasury Department, August 6, 1877. 

Sir: Your letter of the 3d ultimo has been received, requesting in- 
structions as to proper hailing places to be painted upon the stems of 
vessels documented in your district, and, secondly, as to the issue of 
documents to canal-boats and barges engaged in the coasting trade. 

In reply to your first question I have to say that section 4141, Ee- 
^Tsed Statutes, provides that every vessel of the United States must be 
registered {i, e., recorded and documented) at the port at or nearest 
which her managing owner resides. Sections 4178 and 4334, Eevised 
Statutes, provide that the names of such ports shall be painted upon 
the stems of all United States vessels. The Department has held that 
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the word port as used in the statutes applies only to ports established 
by law. By section 2541, Eevised Statutes, Perth Amboy, New Bruns- 
wick, and Middletown Point are established as ports in your district, 
and you are, therefore, authorized to hail vessels from any of these 
places. 

To your second question I have to reply that, under the act of April 
18, 1874, all canal-boats, but those engaged in trade with Canada, are 
exempted from enrolment and license, and that barges, in so far as they 
are employed upon the internal waters of a State, are by that act also 
exempted. But where barges are engaged in the coasting trade, and 
do not ply upon the canals or internal waters of a State, in whole or in 
part, you will require them to be enrolled and licensed. 

Very respectfully, 

JOmr SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

Collector of Customs, Perth Amboyj If. J. 



(3333.) 
Frames containing Antiques — I>utidble, 

Treasury Department, August 6, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, 
reporting on the application of E. D. Wagner for the free entry of cer- 
tain glazed frames, enclosing antiques, imported into your port per 
<^ Pennsylvania." 

The special report of the appraiser shows that, while the antiques 
were properly entitled to free entry under the law, yet that the frames 
are new, are invoiced separately, and are intended simply for the protec- 
tion of the antiques. 

In the opinion of the Department, the frames are not entitled to free 
entry as part of the antiques, but, being new, were properly subjected 
to the payment of duty. 

Yery respectfully. 

By order: E. C. MoCORMICKj 



Assistant Secretary^ 



Collector of Customs, Philadelphia^ Pa. 
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(3334.) 
Dry Levigated Vienna — Duty^on, 

Treasury Department, August 7, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, 
further reporting on the appeal (4273 e) of J. Lee Smith & Co. from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem (as a 
'•^painter's color") on certain dry levigated sienna, imported per 
"Othello," March 22, 1877, which the importers claim to be dutiable at 
the rate of 50 cents i)er 100 i>ounds, under the provisions in Schedule 
M for "ochers and ochery earths, not otherwise provided for when dry." 

In regard to the question whether protest and apx>eal have been duly 
taken in this case, the Department has to state that a consideration of 
this question may properly be waived until the case is presented before 
the coxui:, if legal proceedings be instituted to recover the excess of 
duty claimed by the parties. 

The Department consents to decide the case ui>on its merits, and has 
to state that the rei)ort of the appraiser shows that the article is not 
the crude sienna, but has been washed and dried and afterwards levi- 
gated, whereby it has lost the similitude to ochery earths, and has be- 
come a painter's color, capable of being used in common outside painting 
and staining by simply mixing it with oiL 

The Department therefore decides that your action in assessing duty 
at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, as a paint or painter's color, was 
correct, and your decision is hereby affirmed. 
Very respectfully, 

E. C. McCOEMICK, 

Assistant Secretary. 

C01.LEOTOR OF Customs, New Yorlc. 



(3335.) 

Goods paying Specific Duties only, not svkject to Addition^ Duty of Twenty 

per Centum, 

Treasury Department, August 7, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, 
transmitting the appeal (52726) of Kuong Yuen Sang, from youi deci- 
sion assessing an additional penal duty of 20 per cent, on certain fire- 
crackers, imported per "City of Peking," June 2, 1877. 
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It appears that the goods are the ordinary fire-crackers of commerce, 
which are dutiable at the rate of "one dollar per box of forty packs," 
&0., and that the appraiser advanced the invoice and entered value 
more than 10 per cent. 

The importers claim that, as fire-crackers pay only a specific duty ac- 
cording to quantity, the said advance in value does not carry with it 
the assessment of the said i)enal duty under section 2900 of the Eevised 
Statutes. 

The question involved in this appeal was decided by the Department 
on November 5, 1866, when it was held that the additional (penal) duty 
of 20 per cent' ad valorem cannot, under any circumstances, be made 
to apply to goods paying exclusively specific duty, which decision was 
reaffirmed April 22, 1^73. 

You are therefore directed to remit the said additional duty, and to 
ac^ust the entry accordingly. 

By reference to Department's ruling of January 5, 1875, (Synopsis 
206d,) you will see that it was there decided that section 2900 of the 
Bevised Statutes governs in the assessment of the said additional 
I>enal duty, and. not section 2909, which, although reproduced in the 
Bevised Statutes, had previously been in effect repealed. 

Ill this connection it may be stated that the values of goods paying 

only specific duties, and of free goods, are ascertained mainly for statls- 

I tioal purposes. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: B. C. McCOBMIOK, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, 8an Francisco j Cal. 



(3336.) 
Locks — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, August 7, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, 
transmitting a report of the appraiser, in regard to the practice existing 
at your x)ort of assessing duty on chest-locks and padlocks, at the rate 
of 35 per cent, ad valorem, as manufactures of iron. It is alleged that 
these locks contain a steel spring, in consequence of which, duty at 
the rate of 45 i)er cent, ad valorem should be assessed as a manufac- 
ture, in xMurt, of steel; and the appraiser reports that he finds it impos- 
sible to determine whether such spring is made of iron or steel. 
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The sample lock, transmitted with yolir letter, has been examined by 
the experts in this Department, who report the spring to be composed 
of steel. 

This lock appears to be one of the cheax>est and poorest quality 
manufactured; and, if the spring in this one is of steel, it may be 
safely assumed that other locks, of better grade, also contam steel 
springs. 

The practice at New York is to classify all such locks at a duty of 
45 per cent, ad valorem; and, by reference to Department's decision of 
October 3, 1804, you will find that brass locks with steel springs are 
held to be dutiable, at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem, as a manu- 
facture, in part, of steel. 

Unless, therefore, in any given case, the importer shall be able to 
satisfy the appraisers that the whole lock is made of iron, duty must 
be assessed on such articles at the rate of 45 per cent, ad valorem. 
Verj^ respectfully. 

By order: E. C. McCORMIOK, 

Assistant Secretary. 

COLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, Philadelphia^ Pa, 



(3337.) 
Damage Allowances — Examinations by Appraisers, 

Treasury Department, August 7, 1877. 

Sir : Article 510 of the Customs Regulations of this Department 
provides that, whenever "necessary and i)i*acti cable, in tlie opinion of 
the api)rai8er8, damaged articles must be separated fipom the residue of 
the importation, and sent to the api)raiser'8 store, at the expense of the 
applicant, including reasonable charges by the collector for labor and 
storage; and, in all cases where examination for damage is made at any 
other place, it shall be the duty of the applicant to lia^e the packages 
or goods, alleged to l)e damaged, separated in like manner and properly 
arranged, -assorted, opened, and exhibited, so that the ai)praisers may, 
with as little delay as possible, and in the clearest manner, inspect and 
ascertain the actual damage incurred. When ready for examination it 
shall be the duty of the applicant to notify the appraisers in the man- 
ner hereinbefore required, and also where the damaged goods may be 
found." 

It has come to the knowledge of the Department that in many in-, 
stances undue delay has occiured in the examination for damage of 
plate-glass and other articles, and that such examination has been de- 
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ferred for the oonvenience of the importer until such importer is ready 
to withdraw tfie goods from warejiouse. 

This praotice is considered detrimental to the interests of the revenae } 
and, in all cases where damage is claimed on glass or glassware, the 
damaged articles should be separated fcom the sound, and examination 
be made at the earliest day practicable after the appraiser is ready to 
make such examination. If the goods shall have been sent to ware- 
house, and there are no fEtcilities for making the examination in ware- 
house, the goods should be transferred to the appraiser's store for such 
examination. 

You will hereafter conform your action to these instructions. 
Ycay respectfully. 



JOHN SHEEMAF, 



Collector of Customs, 2few JbrJe. 



(3338.) 
Tonnage Tax, 

Treasuby Department, August 10, 1877. 

Sir : Your letter of the 1st instant is received, in which you submit, 
with the request for an early reply, two questions relatinjg to the collec- 
tion of tonnage tax. 

You inquire, first, whether a vessel which has paid the tonnage tax 
of 30 cents i)er ton, and which shall within twelve months afterwards 
arrive at a i)ort of the United States from a foreign port with alien 
officers on board, is liable to a tax of 50 cents per ton in addition to the 
30 cents previously collected. 

Your second inqtiiry is, whether a vessel arriving, as described, with 
alien of&cers on board, should pay the tax of 50 cents per ton on every 
arrival, or once every twelve months. 

In reply to your first question, the Department replies that the tax 
of 50 cents per ton on vessels of the United States, arriving as de- 
scribed, in charge of alien officers, is to be collected in lieu of 30 cents 
X>ert€m. 

In reply to your second question, the Department decides that the 

tax of 50 cents per ton on such vessels so arriving is to be collected in 

accordance with the provisions of section 4223 of the Eevised Statutes. 

Very respectfully, 

E. C. MoCOBMICK, 

Acting Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, 8am, Frcmeiscoj CdL 
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(3339.) 

IHscrimmaUng Duty on Mereha/ndise from East of Gape of Good HopCy 
Ma/nufaotured West thereof 

Teeasuey Department, August 15, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of your letter dated the 8th inst., 
relative to the apx>eal (4481 e) of Messrs. West & Go. from yonr assess- 
ment of 10 per centum discriminating duties on manufactured shells 
imported from London, per "Holland," and transported to your port 
j&om Kew York under immediate transportation bond No. 1756. 

The api)ellants admit that the shells are the product of a place east 
of the Cai)e of Good Hope, but claim that, as they were manufactured 
at a place west thereof, they are not legally subject to the discrimi- 
nating duty. 

An inspection of the sample submitted with your report shows that 
the manufacture of the merchandise consisted merely in the x>olishing 
of the shells, and the removal, by grinding or otherwise, of portions 
of the surfaces. 

The character and condition of the articles have not been materially 
changed, and they still preserve their identity as shells. 

They are therefore subject to the discriiounating duty assessed, and 
your decision is hereby affirmed. 

This ruling is in accordance with the principles stated in the Depart- 
ment's letter dated the 27th of May, 1872, relating to essential oils 
produced east of the Cape of €k)od Hope^ and rectified in, and imported 

from, a place west thereof. 

• • • • # • * 

Yery respectfully, 

E. 0. McCOEMICK, 

Acting Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Ohicagoj lU. 



(3340.) 
Bees of Superior Stock, 

Treasury Department, August 16, 1877. 

Sir: Eeferring to your report of the 26th of December last, in re- 
gard to the exemption from duty of bees, claimed to be imported for 
breeding purposes, I have to state that a letter has been received from 
Messrs. Charles Dadant & Co., dated Hamilton, Hancock county, Illi- 
nois, the 28th ultimo, upon the same subject. 
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Tlie decision of this Department of September 15, 1876, held that 
Italian queen l>ees were exempt from duty,. under the free list of the 
Ee\ised Statutes, which exemptis fr^om duty live animals specially 
imported for breeding purposes. 

The decision of the Department, No. 805, of March 31, 1871, held 
that, before admitting animals to free entry, under the provision of 
law referred to, a carefid examination of them nmst be made by col- 
lectors, in order to ascertain if they are of superior stock, adapted to 
improving the breed in the United Stiites. 

An examination of bees for this piu^wse would be of little or no 
value; and the question whetlier tliey are of superior stock must be 
determined by other evidence. If the consular certificate, and the 
oath of the owner on entry, show them to be of a character which en- 
titles them to free entry, they should be so admitted, unless you have 
reason to doubt the correctness of the evidence so presented. 

Complaint is made by Messrs. Dadant & Co. that duties are assessed 
on the ftdl number of b<?es specified in the mvoice, although many may 
have died on the voyage. If, on an importation of bees of a character 
not entitled to exemption from duty, tlie difference between the invoice 
quantity and the number actually arriving alive can be ascertained, 
the rule laid down in article 532 of the Eegulations of 1874 should be 
applied. 

The Department deems it proper to present these general ^iews for 

your future guidance, in order that the benefits conferred upon parties 

by the*prpvision of law before referred to may not be ciutailed by a 

too strict interpretation of the provisions of such statute. 

Very respectfully, 

E. C. McCOEMICK, 

Acting Secretm^, 
Collector of Customs, Ketc York. 



(3341.) 
Lead Seah. 



Treasury Department, Aiigust 17, 1877. 

To avoid confdsion liable to result from the use of two or more kinds 
of lead seals in sealing cars conveying dutiable goods iu bond, and to 
insure uniformity of practice at the several ports, it is hereby ordered 
that only the seal attached to the Avhite woven wire (which was 
adopted by the Department March 1, 1877) be used hereafter in sealing 
cars. 
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Customs oflBcers not supplied with the seals referred to will make 
immediate requisition for such quantity as they may require. 

ThJb lead seals of the old patterns that may remain on hand will be 
retained at the various ports for such disposition as the Department 
may hereafter direct. 

E. 0. Mccormick, 

Acting Secr'etary, 
Collectors and otheb Officees of Customs. 



(3342.) 
Bole Armenia — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, Angmt 17, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter dated the 24th ult, 
submitting the appeal of Messrs. Lazell, March & Gardner {bllle) from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain "bole armenia," imported by them i)er "Herder,'' April 26, 1877, 
and claimed to be a "mineral substance not otherwise provided for," at 
20 x>er cent, ad valorem. 

It api)ears that "bole armenia," as imported, is not properly a denti- 
frice, but is one of the ingredients used in compounding dentiMces. 

Not being si>ecially provided for in the tariff, it should be classified 
as a crude mineral substance, under Schedule M, Eeyised Statutes, 
dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem. 

The appeal of Messrs. Lazell, Maix^h & Gardner was therefore well 
taken, and you are instructed to reliquidate the entry of the goods 
referred to therein, and take the usual measures, if necessary, for tbe 
refund of the duties exacted in exces's. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



Collector of Customs, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3343.) 
Classification of Mixed Goods — Cotton and Jute. 

Treasury Department, August 18, 1877. 

Sir: The Department duly received your letter of the 5th of June 
last, in which you call attention to the question of the classification of 
goods composed of cotton and jute. 
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Fix)m your report it appears that at Kew York such goods are classi- 
fied as manufactures of which jute is the component of chief value, 
dutiable at 40 per cent, ad valorem, when costing over thirty cents ]}er 
square yard, xmder Schedule C of the Kevised Statutes, whereas at 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Boston such goods are chai^ged with duty 
at the rate of ^ per cent, ad valorem, as manufactures of which cotton 
is the icomponent of chief value. 

Schedule A contains no provision, in terms, for manufactures of 
which cotton is the component of chief value. Schedule provides 
for manufactures of which jute is the component of chief value, and 
imposes duty thereon at 35 and 40 i)er cent, ad valorem, accordingly 
as the value may be imder or over thirty cents i)er square yard. 

By decision 2527 of December 2, 1875, it was held that goods made 
of cotton and linen, with cotton chief value, should be classified as 
cotton goods, under the provision in the tariff appertaining thereto. 
Applying that principle to the present case, the Department is of 
opinion that, if the component material of chief value is found to be 
jute, the goo^ should be classified, under Schedule ; and, if cotton is 
found to be the comx)onent of chief value, they should be classified under 
Schedule A. 

When it cannot be definitely ascertained whether cotton or jute is 
the comi>onent of chief value, duty should be assessed, as on manufac- 
tures of jute, under the last clause of section 2499 of the Eevised Stat- 
utes, which provides that on all articles manufactured from two or more 
materials the duly shall be assessed at the highest rates at which any 
of its component parts may be chargeable. 
Very resi>ectfally, 

;E. 0. McCOEMICK, 

Acting Secretary. 

General Appbaisee op Merchandise, Baltimore, Md. 



(3344.) 

Sugars Artificially Colored. 

Treasury Department, Augrist 20, 1877. 

The following copy of a letter addressed to the Collector of Customs 
at Boston, on the 17th instant, in regard to the importation of sugars 
artificially colored, for the purpose of securing their entry at the cus- 
tom-house at a lower rate of duty than would be charged upon the color 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



279 

attained in the ordinary process of manufacture, is published for the 
information and guidance of customs officers generally. 

Very respectfidly, 

H. F. FRENCH, 
Assistant Secretary. 
Collectors of Custo^is and otiieus. 



Treasury Department, Au/fmt 17, 1877. 

Sir; The letter of your special deputy, of the 13th instant, is re- 
ceived, in which he encloses one from U, S. District Attorney Sanger, 
upon the subject of the imi>ortation of artificially-colored sugars. 

The instructions to you of the 2d instant were, that in any case 
where it was found that sugars had been piu'ged by the centrifugal or 
other process, and hivd been subsequently colored by the addition of 
foreign substances, a duty of 15 cents ])er pound should be imposed, 
under Schedule G of the Revised Statutes. That duty is applicable 
only to sugars which have been colored, tinctured, or in any way adul- 
terated af^r being refined; and the question is raised whether sugars, 
which have been merely i)urged by the centrifugal or other process, can, 
in view of decision of the U. S. Supreme Court in the case of Barlow, 
claimant, (7 Peters, page 404,) be considered refined sugars. Waiving 
consideration of that question, it is deemed proper to refer to the clause 
in the Revised Statutes which imposes 15 cents i)er pound duty on col- 
ored sugars. Three paragraphs in Schebule G read as follows: 

" Sugar candy not colored, 10 cents per pound. All otlier confection- 
ery, not otherwise provided for, made wholly or in part of sugars, and 
on sugars after being refined, when tinctiu*ed, colored, or m any way 
adult^ted^ valued at 30 cents per jwund or Jess, 15 cents per pound. 
Confectionery valued above 30 cents per pound, or when sold by the 
box, package, or otherwise than by the pound, 50 per centum ad valoremu'' 

The term "sugar'' is thus used in connection with candy and other 
confectionery, and refers only to an article which may have a value of 
30 cents i)er pound. The value of 30 cents per pound is made the divid- 
ing line between th^ duty of 15 cents per pound and 50 per cent, ad 
vsdorem, and tiie provision of law referred to was probably framed^ 
prevent the introduction of cajidy or confectionery under some other 
name, at a less rate of duty. 

The Department is therefore of opinion that the provision of law 
which imposes 15 cents per x)ound duty on sugars after being refined, 
when tinctured, colored, or in any way adulterated, is not applicable to 
the class of sugars under consideration. 

The practice of coloring sugars by any foreign substance for the pur- 
pose of reducing the grade according to the Dutch standaixl, and thereby 
securing their entry at the custom-house at a lower rate of duty than 
would be charged upon their true color, is undoubtedly an evasion of 
the true intent of the law. 

In the case of the United States against certain sugar of which the 
San Francisco and Pacific Sugar Company were claimants, which was 
tried at San Francisco in 1870, it was held that the word "color'' in the 
tariff act, as applied to sugar, must be understood to mesEn the degree 
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of lightness which the sugar has attained in the ordinary course of its 
manufacture, and that, if this be afterwards changed artificially, the hue 
so acquired cannot be considered the color referred to by Congress as a 
staudarb for duties. 

In view of all the facts now presented, the Department directs that 
on importations of sugar wiiich shall be found to have been artificially 
colored after manufacture' the samples taken shall be cleansed of their 
artificial color, and that the duty shall be assessed upon the true color 
so aHcertained. 

Certain sugars were detained by the customs oflOicers at New York, 
in Janimry laijt, which for a time were believed to have been artificially 
colored, but were subsequently dehvered upon the opinion of the Dis- 
trict Attoniey;that no ft-aud on the revenue had been committed, as the 
coloiing matter was found to be merely caramel or burnt sugar, and 
and was therefore not a foreign substance. This Department, however, 
made no decision upon the question, and it now deems it its duty to 
inform all parties tliiit the imiK)rtatiou of sugars artificially colored^ for 
the purjwse of securing their entry at the custom-house at a lower rate 
of duty than would be charged upon the color attained in the ordinary 
process of manufactiue, is regardeil as a direct evasion of the revenue 
laws, and all imiK>i*tations of that character, made into ports of the 
United States on or after the 1st of October next, will be seized and 
prosecuted for tbrl'eiture. 

Verj' respectfiiUy, 

R. c. Mccormick, 

Actinig 8(Bcretckry. 

COLLECTOE OF CUSTOMS, Boston, MdSS. 



(3345.) 

New Vessels — Admeasurementj i&c. 

Treasuby Department, August 21^ 1877. 
Sib: Your letter of the 18th instant is received, in which you report 
that a vessel has been built in your district by Joseph C. Terry, master 
builder of your city, for Air. Herreshoflf, of Bristol, R. L, of about ninety 
tons burden, which is now complete, with exception of engme and boiler, 
and you inquire : 

1. Where should the vessel be aibneasuredl 

2. Where should it be reported as having been built! 

3. Should the vessel be allowed to leave your district in order to have 
machinery put in without a master cari)enter's certificate! 

You ai-e informed that in a case such as that supi)osed, where a vessel 
to be proi)elled by steam is to be removed from the district in wldch she 
was built to anot^ier, embracing her future home i)ort, and where the 
proper propelling machinery is to be put in after her arrival in the 
home district, the vessel is not required to be measured in the district 
in which she -has been built. 
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It is true that a master carpeuter's certificate is necessary in order to 
a removal; but the tonnage biuilen to be certified tlierein can be given 
in gross, in accordanxje with the terms of tlie contract under which the 
vessel was built, and no i>revions admeasurement need be required to 
ascertain the definite tonnnge burden. The name of the vessel, and the 
place where she lias been built, must, however, be certified to in the 
certificate, and no removal can be allowed except upon tlie production 
of a certificate coi'itaining these iXMiuisites, as is provided in section 
4147, E^vised Statutes, and ^lore fully explained in aiUcle 19 of the 
OiLstoms Eegulations of 1874. 

Though the macliinery of the vessel is to be put on board in the home 

district, and tliough her equipment is to be there completed, she is to 

be reported as built in the district whence the removal is made. 

Very respectfidly, 

E. 0. McCOEMICK, 

Acting Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Fall Eiver, Mass. 



(3346.) 
Additional JJutyfor Undervaluation of Fart of Importation. 

Teeasuby Department, Augrist 21, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of yom* letter, dated the 15th 
instant, submitting the appeal of Mr. Eobert McDonald firom j'our 
assessment of additional duty of 20 per cent, on certain embroideries 
import-ed by him, per "Eussia,'' April 9, 1877, the invoice value of which 
Was advanced by the appraiser over 10 per cent. 

It appears, from the special rei>ort of the appraiser, accompanying 
your letter, that the goods consisted of cotton edgings and linen 
edgings, and that the invoice price of the cotton edgings was advaxiced 
over 10 per cent. 

This advance, however, was not equal to 10 j)er cent, of the invoice 
value of both the cotton and linen edgings. 

It appears, further, from the appraiser's report, that, m his opinion, 
the embroideries advanccl in value are of the same kind and descrip- 
tion of goods as the linen embroideries, and that, under the regula- 
tions of the Department, the penal duties levied did not attach. 

In Departn^ent's letter to you, dated- the 21st of March, 1876, it was 
stated that, in estimating undervaluation, oidy those different items 
should be included in the calculation which relate to articles of the 
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same geueral character, description, and ma/terialj and tlie uses and 
purposes of wliicli are substantially the same. 

In this case the Department is not in possession ot facts showing 
conclusively whether the goods are of the same general character and 
description; but, as the material is stated to be different, the additional 
duty, as levied, undoubtedly attaches. 

This ruling is in accordance with that contained in Department's 
letter, dated the 13th of March last, relating to an invoice of cotton 
tidies and cotton laces, and with that contained in the letter of the 10th 
of April last, relating to an invoice of grenadines and silk dress goods. 

Your decision is therefore afGrmed. 

Yeiy respectfully, 

H. F. FEENOH, 



CoLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, Ifew York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3347.) 

Portions of Chandeliers of Brass and Glass y Separately Padted- and In- 
voiced — Duty on. 

Teeasuey Department, August 22, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, 
reporting upon the appeal (6267 e) of Messrs. Benziger Brothers from 
your assessment of duty at the rate of 40 per cent ad valorem on cer- 
tain chandeliers and candelabra imx)orted by them per << Labrador," 
June 9, 1877. 

The appellants claim that the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem attaches 
only to the case containing those portions of the importation which are 
composed of glass, and that the portions composed of brass are entitled 
to entry at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

The appraiser rei>orts that the glass portions are invoiced and packed 
separately, but are made and fitted so as tio become necessary parts of 
the complete articles, and th9>t they were classified in their entirety as 
sulrject to duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem, under the follow- 
ing provision in section 2499, Eevised Statutes, viz: <<on aU articles 
manufactured from two or more materials, the duty shall be assessed 
at the highest rates at which any of its component parts may be 
chargeable." 

Under the Department's ruling of July 25, 1877, (Synopsis 3319,) the 
portions of the articles in question composed of brass are subject to 
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duty at the ratib of 35<»i)er oent. ad valorem, and those composed of 
glass are subject to duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem. You 
-will therefore reacyust the entry accordingly, and forward a certified 
statement for the refimd of the excess of duties. 
Very respectfully, 



CoLUBCTOB OF Cus-jPOMS, New York. 



E. C. MoCORMIOK, 

Acting Secretary. 



(3348.) 
Law relating to the Collection of Tonnage Tax. 

Tbbasubt Dbpabtment, Atigust 22, 1877. 

The attention of collectors and other oflBcers of the customs is 
hereby called to the following paragraph, contained in ^< An act to per- 
fect the revision of the Statutes of the United States, and of the Stat- 
utes relating to the District of Oolumbiat," approved February 27, 
1877. (U. S. Stetutea ^t Large, vol. 19, p. 260 :) 

" Section forty-two hundred and nineteen is amended by substituting 
therefor the following i 

' " < Ui)on vessels which shall be entered in the United States from any 
foreign port or place there shall be paid duties as follows: 

On vessels built within the United States, but belonging wholly or 
in part to subjects of foreign i)owers, at the rate of thirty cents per ton; 
on other vessels not of the United States, at the rate of fifty cents per 
ton. 

Ui)on every vessel not of the United States which shall be elitered 
in one district from another district, having on board goods, wares, or 
merchandise taken in one district to be delivered in another district, 
duties shall be paid at the rate of fifty cents per ton. Nothing in this 
section shall be deemed iii anywise to impair any rights or privileges 
which have been or may be acquired, by any foreign nation under Sie 
laws and treaties of the United States relative to the duty of tonnage 
on vessels. On all foreign vessels which shall be Entered in the United 
States from any foreign port or place, to and with which vessels of the 
United States are not ordinarily permitted to enter and trade, there 
shall be paid a duty at the rate of two dollars per ton; and none of the 
. duties on tonnage above mentioned shall be levied on the vessels of 
any foreign nation if the President of the United States shall be satis- 
fled that the discriminating or countervailing duties of such foreign 
nations, so far as they operate to the disadvantage of the United States, 
have been abolished. 

In addition to the tonnage-duty above imposed, there shall be paid 

a tax, at the rate of thirty cents per ton^ on vessels which shall be 

entered at any custom-house within the Umted States from any foreign 

port or place; and any rights or privileges acquired by any foreign 

24 
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nation under the laws and treaties of the United States relative to the 
duty of tonnage on vessels shall not be impaired; and any vessel any 
officer of which shall not be a eftizen of the Umted Sta;te8, shall i)ay 
a tax of fifty cents per ton.'" 

Upon the collection of the tax referred to in the above paragi-aph, 
the form of certificate to be issued om payment of the tax will be sub- 
stantially the same as that numbered 402 in the Catah)gue of Fonns; 
but they will hereafter be furnished in consecutive numbers in books. 
Each of these .l)ooks will contain a cei-tain number of certificates with 
stubs; and each book of stubs T\ill be retimied to the Department as 
soon as the certificates therein, coiTCsponding to the stubs, shall all 
have been issued. 

Collectors T^ill be charged with the certificates issued to them ac- 
cording to the numbers they bear, and they will be credited with the 
stubs returned. Should an^ certificate be accidentally rendered unfit 
for use, it will be preserved, and returned with the book of stubs. 

The issue of the numbered certificates will commence on the first day 
of October next. 

The Department circular of March 24, 1874, relative to the taking up 
of original certificates, the issue of copies of the same with the proper 
endorsement, and the return to the Department of original certificates 
when surrendered, will still continue in force, and will be carettdly 
observed. 

R. c. Mccormick, 

Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
Collectors of Customs and others. 



(3349.) 
Reports of Special Seizure, 

Treasury Department, Augtist 23, 1877. 

Tlie Department, under the regulations of previous circulars, receives 
weekly and monthly reports of penalties and seizures enforced under 
the laws relating to the customs. 

In cases of grave importance, in which its prompt action is solicited, 
it has been found that reports are needed in greater detail than such 
as are made weekly, and that they should be returned immediately. 

While the Department requires the weekly and monthly reports to 
be made as usual, it hereby directs that, in cases of any seizure here- 
after made of vessels, animals, or other property, of the probable value 
of two thousand dollars ($2,000) or upwards, a detailed report be made 
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by the collector of the district at once, by letter, setting forth, particu- 
larly, the cause of seizure and the sections of the Revised Statutes sup- 
posed to have been violated. 

R. c. Mccormick, 

Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
Collectors of Customs and Special Aoents. 



(3350.) 
Vessels Arriving from Foreign Ports — Report and Entry. 

Treasury Department, August 23, 1877. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, concerning 
the meaning of the law governing the case of vessels which arrive 
within your collection district fipom a foreign port and depart before the 
expiration of forty-eight hours to another collection district of the Uni- 
ted States, whether such other district be more interior or not, without 
entering at your port. You ask the Department in what manner you 
shall construe the meaning of the word "report" as mentioned in sec- 
tion 2773 of the Revised Statutes ; whether as a "verbal report,'^ to be 
made by the master within twenty-four hours after the arrival of a 
vessel, or a "written report,'' to be made within forty-eight hours after 
arrival. And you ask, further, whether you shall continue the practice 
of allowing such vessels to depart without making entry. 

You are informed, in reply, that the Department holds that when the 
proper customs oMcer accepts the report of the manifest in duplicate, 
the "report of the arrival of the vesseP is practically made, under sec- 
tion 2774, Re^Hsed Statutes. No fee should be collected, and no other 
report, either \fritten or oral, of arrival, need be made. 

The " ftirther reijort in writing,'' under the same section, is satisfied 
by the appearance of the master at the custom-house; his subscription 
of the oath on entrance, which is attached to the original of the two 
manifests previously delivered; the payment of the fees; and the admin- 
istration of the oath and subscription of the jurat. With this done, 
the vessel is considered to be entered. 

Section 2773 is regarded as merely penal; it relates to the "report" 
within twenty-four hours, or the "entry" within forty -eight hours, 
required by section 2774. 

The proviso of section 2780 is construed as permissive of the departure 
of the vessel within twenty-four hours T^ithout report, or within forty- 
eight hours without entry. In the latter case the manifests should be 
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retained to the master. (See decision No* 1046, in the Synopsis, March 
5, 1872.) 

In order, however, to remove all doubt as to the proper action to be 
taken by you in the premises, and to give you full information as to 
the construction by the Department of the sections of the collection 
law of 1799, reproduced in the sections cited of the Eevised Statutes, 
tlie following extract is taken from the circular instructions of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury to collectors of customs, naval officers, 
and surveyors, issued from the Comptroller's oflftce October 15, 1828, viz: 

" That, conflicting opinions having been entertained as to the true 
constructioji of the 29th, 30th, and 34th sections of the collection law 
of 2d March, 1799, (respectively, sections 2773, 2774, and 2780 of the 
Eevised Statutes,) upon due consideration, in a particular case which 
recently occurred, of the provisions in those several sections, the follow- 
ing were decided to be the requirements under them, viz : 

"1. That if a vessel, after having arrived irom a foreign port, departs 
within twenty-four hours, she is not required to be reported. 

"2. TDhat if she remains in the port of arrival more than twenty-four 
hours, she is to bis reported at the custom-house; by which report, 
however, she does not incur the payment of fees, tonnage duties, &c. 

"3. That if she departs Within forty-eight hours after arrival, the 
master is not required to make the fiirther report, in writing, containing 
the particulars specified in the 30th section. 

"4. That if she does not depart within forty-eight hours after arrival, 
the further report in Avriting is to be madej and hence the requirement 
of the 34th section, according to which it is necessary only in case the 
vessel does not so depart^ that the master is to obtain a copy of his 
report and manifest, (evidently meaning the further report alluded to 
in the 30th section, as this report is to contain the particulars of a 
manifest ;) and, for this plain reason, that if the vessel departs within 
forty-eight hours after arrival, the further report in writing, containing 
the particulars of a manifest, will not have been made." 

With this explanation the Department believes that you will have 

no further difficulty in the matter. 

Very respectfully, 

E. C. McCOEMICK, 

Acting Secretary, 
CoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Savannah, Oa. 



(3351.) 
^ear-Skins — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, Auf/mt 25, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, 
submitting the appeal (5484e) of Messrs. C. G. Gunther & Sons from 
your assessment of duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on cer- 
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tain bear-skins imported by them at Philadelphia, and transported 
thence under immediate-transportation bond to your port, June 12, 
1877, the appellants claiming that they are entitled to entry at the rate 
of 20 per cent, ad valorem, as " dressed skins." 

The goods in question consisted of dressed bear-skins with the heads 
attached, unlined, with trimming or pinking sewed on the edges, 
which skins were intended to be made into sleigh-robes, and were 
classified as "manufactures of fur;" and of dressed bear-skins, without 
heads and without trimming, which were classified as "dressed ftirs on 
the skin." 

Bear-skins being recognized as tax skins, and bought and sold by 
farriers, the Department is of opinion that the skins in question were 
correctly classified, and therefore af&rms your assessment. 

Veiy respectfully, 

R. C. McCOJRMICK, 



CoLLECTOK OF CUSTOMS, Kew York. 



Acting Secretary. 



(3352.) 
Tiles — Duty on. 

Treasuey Department, August 27, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 13th ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (5129 e) of Mr. Wm. Jones from your assessment 
of duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain tiles imported 
by him per "Colima,'' February 27, 1877, and classified as encaustic 
tiles. 

The tiles in question, it appears, are invoiced as " grey," " dove,'' 
" chocolate," " buff," " red," " black," " cream," " fawn," " green," " en- 
amelled," " celeste," " glazing," and " encaustic." 

Upon investigation, and from an examination of the samples sub- 
mitted by you, it appears that the tiles in question, with the exception 
of those designated as " enamelled," " celeste," and " encaustic," are the 
ordinary paving-tiles of commerce, and subject to duty at the rate of 20 
per cent, ad valorem. 

Those invoiced as encaustic tiles are subject to duty as such at the 
rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

The tiles invoiced as " enamelled" and " celeste" are enamelled tiles, 
used for wainscoting, and mantel, grate, and stove-fronts^ and are sub- 
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ject to duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem, under tlie provision 
in Schedule B, Eevised Statutes, for all other earthenware, (Heyl, 935.) 
You are therefore instructed to adjust the entry accordingly, and to 
forward a certifiea statement for the refund of the excess of duties. 
The invoice is herewith returned. 

Yery respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
Collector of Customs, San Francisco, Cal 



(3353.) 
Human Hair — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, August 21, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of tlie 11th ultimo, 
reporting further on the appeal (4357 e) of Mr. Wm. Naegel fix)m your 
assessment of duty at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem (with 10 per 
cent, additional) on certain human hair, (Chinese,) importetl by him per 
"Suevia," April 13, 1877, the appellant claiming that the hair in ques- 
tion is not cleaned, drawn, or prepared in any way, and that it is only 
liable to duty at the i*ate of 20 per cent, ad vgdorem, under the pro- 
vision in Schedule M, Eevisecl Statutes, for human hair, raw, uncleaned, 
and not drawn. 

It appears, upon investigation, that Chinese hair is clipped from the 
head of men and women of the lower classes of society, without being 
cleansed of any of its impurities, and when cut from the head is greasy, 
gummy, and full of vermin, and emits a strong, disagreeable odor. 

The sample of the importation submitted by the appraiser, although 
not perfectly cleansed, has evidently undergone a process of cleansing, 
and does not present the characteristics of raw or uncleaned hair above 
specified. 

The Department is therefore of opinion that it was properly classified 
as subject to duty at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem, luider the pro- 
vision in Schedule M, Eevised Statutes, for " hiunan hair when cleaned 
or drawn, but not manufactured.'' 

Your assessment of duty thereon is hereby affirmed. 
• , • • • • • * 

Very respectfully, 

R. c. Mccormick, 

Acting Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, yeiQ York. 
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• (3354.) 
Fi^h and Fish Oil imported from Brituh Columbia, 

Treasury Department, August 31, 1877. 

Sir: This Dejiartineut is in rooeipt of your letter datetl the 9th inst., 
enclosing a newspaper slip relating to the importation into the United 
States of salmon packed in British C'olnmoia. 

You ask that in the event of an appeal by importers of such salmon, 
against decisions assessing duty thereon, the decisions may be sus- 
tained. 

In. reply, you are informed that in a letter to the collector of customs 
at Port Townsend, dated the 30th of August, 1873, this Department 
stated that British Columbia, not being a part of the Dominion of Can- 
ada at the time of the signing of the treaty between the United States 
and Great Britain, of May, 1871, was not entitled to the benefits of 
said treaty, and' that fish and fish oils hnported from that part of the 
Dominion of Canada were not entitled to admission into the United 
States free of duty. 

No facts have arisen since the date of that decision changing the 
conditions under which it Avas rendered. 

It is therefore still in force, and will be obsei"ved as heretofore. 
Very respectfully, 

R. c. Mccormick, 



Mr. Wm. B. Hooper, San Francisco, Cal. 



Assistant Secretary, 



(3355.) 
Leatlwr Stfips — Ihity on. 

Treasury Department, August 31, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, 
submitting the appeal (54G3c) of Tliomas Parker, from your assess- 
ment of duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain leather 
strips imi)orted by him into your port on the 7th instant, the appel- 
lant claiming that they are entitled to entry free of duty,.as "old scrftp 
leather.'' 

It appears, from your report, and an examination of the samples sub- 
mitted, that the strips in question are scraps of new leather, intended 
for the manufacture of fly-nets, and that they are classified by you 
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under the provision in Schedule M, Bevised Statutes, for ^^mannfiffcetores 
and articles of leather • • • not otherwise provided for." 

In regard thereto, I have to state that, upon consideration, the De- 
partment is of opinion that the strips in question should be classified 
for duty under the provision in said schedule for all leather aoid skins, 
tanned, not otherwise provided for, subject to duly at the rate of 25 
per cent, ad valorem, on the. ground that they are raw material for the 
manufacture of articles of leather, and not themselves " manufactures'' 
or "articles'' of leather. 

You win therefore adjust the entry accordingly, and forward a cer- 
tified statement for the refond of the excess of duties. 
Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FEENOH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Detroit^ Mich, 
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TO OOLI^OTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



Treasury Department, 

WoMhingtm^ D. C.j October 1, 1877. 
The following De<?i&ioii8 of the Department for the month of Septiam- 
ber, 1877, upon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress, relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published herewith 
for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 



(3356.) 

TVaneportation of DomesUe MerchandUe from Port to Port in the United 
States J through NeU) Brunswicky Oandda. 

Treasu^^y Department, September 1, 1877. 

The Regulations of this Department, dated the 5th of Jauuary, 1875, 
relating to the transportation of merchandise not dutiable, from one 
port in the United States to another through the Province of New 
Brunswick, will hereafter be observed, with the following additional 
Regulations: 

The proper officer of the customs shall carefully examine such mer- . 
chandise at the i>ort whence it leaves the United States, and see that 
it agrees in all respect^ with the description in the manifest; and shall 
certify the facts on the manifest in such manner as to enable the cus- 
toms officers at the port, of arrival in the United States to identify the 
goods. He will also cause all blank linea in the manifest to be so can- 
celled that entries thereon cannot be made subsequently to his inspecr 
tion. 

The manifest must contain a ftill sx>eciftcation and description of the 
goods, and a duplicate copy thereof, to be furnished by the consignor 
or shipper, will be immediately forwarded by the officer, by mail, with- 
out extra charge, to the collector of the port in the United States at 

which the goods will first arrive. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
Gollbotobs of Customs Am> others. 

26 
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(3357.) 
Toys — Tivoli Boards, 

Treasury Department, September 1, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
reporting further on the appeal (3798 e) of Messrs. Heyer Bros, from 
your assessment of duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem on cer- 
tain Tivoli boards, imported by them per " Astronom,'' August 7, 1875, 
and classified as "toys.'' 

The appraiser reports that the boards in (question are of small cost, 
and such as are used exclusively by children in playing the game of 
Tivoli, and that larger and more expensive boards are used by adults. 

The Department is of opinion that they were properly classified, and 
your assessment of duty thereon is hereby affirmed. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



Collector of Customs, N&w York. 



Assistant Secretary, 



(3358.) 
Tonna<ie Too:, 

Treasury Department, Septeniber 3, 1877. 

Sir: Your letter of the 31st ultimo is received, in which you call 
attention to the second and third paragraphs of section 4219 of the Ee- 
vised Statutes, as amended by the act of Febmary 27, 1877. 

The second paragraph, which declares that tonnage duty shall be 
exacted "on other vessels of the United, States at the rate of fifty cents 
per ton,'' you regard as of doubtful construction, unless it refers to ves- 
sels belonging to the subjects of foreign powers which discriminate 
against vessels of the United States. 

In its decision of April 25, 1877, JTo. 3216, the Department held 
"vessels not of the United States,'' mentioned in the paragraph in 
question, to embrace (1) imdocuraented vessels of the United States; 
(2) vessels of ownership partly or wholly foreign. 

In that decision it was held that the tax of fifty cents per ton, in addi- 
tion to tlie ordinary rate of thirty cents per ton, attached to foreign 
vessels under the amended section. 

But it was further held in that particular decision, that British vessels 
(including Canadian) would be exempt from the duty of afty cents per 
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ton. The same exemption might be claimed for all vessels of foreign 
nations having treaties with the United States, patting their vessels, 
as regards the tax, on the footing of the most favored nations, or having 
treaties which make the amoont of tax levied on our documented ves- 
sels the measure of the tax to be levied on those of such foreign nations. 
It need hardly be said, that under existing treaties the exemption from 
the fifty-cent tax would extend to the ^greater part, if not all, of the 
vessels of foreign nationality arriving in this country. 

The third paragraph of the amended section, which declares that 
"upon every vessel not of the United States which shall be entered in 
one district from another district, having On board goods, wares, or 
merchandise taken in one district to be delivered in another district, 
duties shall be paid at the rate of fifty cents per ton," the Department . 
considers to be rendered nugatory by the provisions of section 4347, 
which forfeits the goods transported under the conditions supposed. 
Still, if a foreign vessel should so transport goods jfrom one district 
to another, taken on-at a domestic port, she would be liable to the tax 
of fifty cents per ton. 

Very respectftilly, 

JOHN SHERMAIif, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, New York. 



(3359.)* 

Change of Business of Steam-vessels during year^^Inspeetion Charges. 

Treasuby Department, 
Office of Supervising In>spector'Oerierajy>f Steat^^ 

Washington, B. 0., September 3, 1877. 

The attention of supervising and local inspectors is invited to the 
Department's letter following, referring to their duties in cases where 
steamers desire to change the business for which they were originally 
inspected, fluring the year for which such inspection was made, wherein 
the Department decides that the reinspection and examination made 
necessary by such change shall be done free of expense to the owner of 
any such steamer. Said letter also defines the manner of noting such 
change in the certificate of inspection. 

Inspectors will be governed by the instructions conveyed in said 
letter, in all cases where the owner of a steamer desires to change her 
business. They wiU also inform this office by letter of .every such 
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change when made, with the date of original inspection, together with 
a statement of the nature of tbe business to be engaged in, r^oiring 
such change to be made. 

Very respectfully, 

JAS. A, DTJMONT, 
Supervising Inspector- General, 

U. S. SUPEBVISINa AND LoCAL INSPECTORS OP StEAM-VESSELS. 



Tbeasubt Dbpabtment, August 8, 1877. 

Sib: Inquiry has been made by the surveyor of customs at Dubuque, 
Iowa, as to whether the steamer <<Emma,'' originally licensed for coast- 
ing on the Mississippi river, shall be required to pay additional fees for 
rein8i)ection or examination on changing business to that of a ferry- 
boat between the ports of Savannah and Sabula. 

As section 4458, Revised Statutes, provides that certain fees shall be 
paid as compensation for inspection and examination made /or ths year, 
it Ibllows that this vessel is entitled to the services of the local inspec- 
tors for such inspection or examination as may be rendered necessary 
by the proposed change of business without additional expense to her 
o^er. You will therefore please direct that a note, stating the nature 
of the change made, and the quantity and kind of the additional equip- 
ments, if any are required, be interlined upon the original certificate on 
file in the custom-house, and upon the copy exhibited on board the 
steamer, over the. initials of the local insx)ector8, if, in the opinion of 
the inspectors, the vessel is in all I'espects suitable for the new business 
proposed. 

Very resi)ectfully, 

R, c. Mccormick, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Chas. L. Stephenson, Esq., 

Supervising Inspector 5th District^ CMena^ III. 



(3360.) 
Reports to Supervising Inspector-General of Steam-vessels. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, September 3, 1877. 

United States local inspectors of steam-vessels are hereby directed 
to furnish the Supervising Inspector-Geijeral of Steam-vessels, for his 
information, a copy of all reports made to their supervising inspectors, 
qnder Rule 70, Revised Rules and Regulalions, 1877, which required 
them to rei)ort forthwith, "in detail, all accidents of a serious charac- 
ter, such as collisions, foundering, sinking, fires, and all other casualties 
of interest to and affecting the steamboat service in their respective 
districts." 
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Tliey are also directed to report to the same officer all violations of 
the steamboat laws by any licensed officer of a steamer, or the owners 
thereof, that may come to their knowledge, the latter report to be made 
npon blank form No. 47. 

Inspectors not having a supply of the blank form referred to, will, 
upon the receipt of this circular, immediately supply themselves by 
making the usual requisition. 

A strict compliance with these instructions will be required of all 
officers to whom this circular is addressed. 

JOBCN SHERMAN, 

Se&etary. 

TJ. S. Local, Inspectors of Steam- vessels. 



(3361.) 
Bleu W Orient ( Ultra^marineJ — Dutiable as Painters^ Color, 

Treasury Department, Septtmber 4, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 17th ultimo, 
reporting on the appeal (4948 e) 6i Mr. John B. Wade from your a isecs- 
ment of duty at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem on certain so- 
called "ultramarine," imported by him per "Pereire," June 21,1877, 
and claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of G cents per pound, 
under the provision for " ultramarine " in Schedule M^ Eevised Stat- 
utes. 

The appraiser reports that the article in question, which is commer- 
cially known as " bleu d'orient," is used in its present condition as a 
" paintlfrs' color,'' and that it is not the ultra -marine of commerce, but 
is manufactured from it by the admixture of starch, whiting, oi terra- 
alba. This admixture prepares it for use as" a painters' color, or fbr the 
manufacture of lithographic ink, and unfits it for the uses to which 
idtra-marine is usually applied. 

The Department is therefore of opinion that the classification of the 
article in question under the provision in said schedule for " painters' 
colors" was correct, and your assessment of duty thereon is hereby 
affirmed. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHK SHEEMAN, 

Secretary. 

Collector of Customs, New York. 
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(3362.) 

Tannage Tojo—Bate on VesieU of Foreign Nations not Protected by Treaty 

Stipulation. 

Teeastjry Depabtmbnt, September 4, 1877. 

Sm : I am in receipt of y6ur letters of the 19th of July last and the 3d 
ultimo, relative to the Bora-Bora brig ^^Paloma," Louis Nisson master. 

It api>ears that Bora-Bora is one of the group of the Society Islands, 
and Captain Kisson claims that as no discriminating duties are levied 
there on American vessels, evidence of which he submits in the shape 
of a certificate fix)m the United States Consul at Tahiti, none should 
be assessed on his Vessel in the United States. 

You found, however, no proclamation of the President, or law, or 
treaty in the Revised Statutes exempting vessels of these islands, and 
declined to exempt the ^^Paloma;" and having asked the D^artment 
for instructions by telegraph, you were directs to collect tonnage tax 
under protest and appeal. Accordingly you exacted of the consignee 
of the vessel, J. Pinet, of yotir city, a tonuage tax of 50 cents per ton, 
ampunting to $111 50, under section 4219, Revised Statutes, as amended 
by act of February 27, 1877, and you transmit his protest and appeal 
against the payment. 

You are informed, in reply, that, under the section cited, tiie tonnage 
tax to be exacted on thii» vessel is 80 cents per ton, not 50 cents per 
ton, as collected by you. You are, therefore, directed to collect 30 
cents per ton more, which may also be paid under protest, and you will 
report its payment to the Department. 

Meantime the case has been submitted to the Department of State 

for such action as it may deem proper, and in the event of the issue of 

•ttie proclamation by the President, referred to by Captain Msson, the 

tax paid on the "Paloma'' will be adjusted. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector op Custjoms, San FrancisoOy Gal. 



(33G3.) 
Hailing Places of Vessels. 

Teeasuby Depabtmbnt, September 4, 1877. 
Sm : I am in receipt of your letter^ of the 15th ultimo, asking if any 
modification has been made by the Department of its decision in the 
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Synopsis relative to the hailing port of vessels, as you understand that 
customs officers in other districts claim such to be the case. 

You are informed, in reply, that the Department has made no modifi- 
cation of the decisions in question 5 and, for your guidance, the follow- 
ing extract from the Department's reply to the collector of the port of 
Boston, Massachusetts, is given. The case was that of the brig " Mary. 
B. Pennell,'' in whose papers the hailing port was changed to Harring-. 
ton, Maine. 

You are informed that the Department has little to add to the in- 
structions given in the decisions to which you refer. Decision 2829 
says : ^^ That the Department recognized no place as a hailing place, 
as the law now stood, unless it was a port established by law ; and in 
decision 322G it was decided, as a general rule, that the hailing port of 
a vessel is the port at which her papers are issued, and that this princi- 
ple should be adhered to lor the sake of unifonnity. Oases must be rare 
which will not come within the scope of these instructions, which you'are 
directed to carry out. In the event of your meeting with difficulty, 
the subject should be submitted for the consideration of the Depart- 
ment. 

' Very respectfully, 

H. F. FEENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 
OoLLECTOE OF CUSTOMS, Gostine, Maine. 



(3364.) 
Rates of Dravoback on Sugar and Syrup. 

Treasury Department, September 6, 1877. 

The following rates of drawback on refined sugar and syrup, wholly 
manufactured from imported raw sugar, are hereby established, to take 
effect on and after October 1, 1877: ^ 

On loaf, cut-loaf, crushed, granulated, and powdered refined sugar, 
stove dried, or dried by other equally eflfective process, entirely the 
product of foreign duty-paid sugar, three and eighteen one-hiindredths 
(3^) cents per pound. 

On refined white coflfee sugar, undried and above No. 20, Dutch 
standard in color, entirely the product of foreign duty-paid sugar, two 
and fifty-eight one-hundredths (2^*^^^) <^ei^te per x)ound. 

On all grades of refined coffee sugar, No. 20, Dutch standard, and 
below, in color, entirely the product of foreign duty-paid sugar, two 
and eight one-hundredths (2yi^) cents per pound. 
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On syrup, resnltmg entirely from the refining of foreign duty-paid 
sugar, six and one-quarter (6J) cents per gallon. 

The allowaiiee on sugars will be subject to the deduction of one (1) 
per cent, and the allowances on syrup to the deduction of ten (10) per 
cent., as prescribed by law. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHEBMAN, 

Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOBS AND OTHER OpFICEBS OP THE CUSTOMS. 



(3365.) 
* Schedule of Rates of Tontuzge Tax. 

Treasury Department, September 7, 1877. 

So many questions have arisen in regard to the amount of tonnage 
tax to be collected of vessels entering the ports of the United States 
fipom foreign ports, that the Department herewith promulgatea a 
schedule of rates as deduced from its interpretation of the act of 
February 27, 1877, (XJ. S. Statutes at Large, vol. 19, p. 250,) in so fiwr 
as the act amends section 4219 of the Eevised Statutes. 

The rates appended to the several classes of veissels hereinafter 
described will be paid on their entry at any custom-house of the United 
States from any foreign port or place, as provided in section 4223, 
Eevised Statutes: 

1. Vessels of the United States, properly documented, thirty (30) 
cents per ton. 

2. Vess^s built in the United States, but belonging wholly or in 
part to subjects of foreign powers, sixty (60) cents per ton, unless, 
under treaty provisions, they can claim exemption from all tax exceed- 
ing thirty (30) cents per ton. 

3. Vessels of foreign build, owned wholly or in part by subjects of 
foreign powers, eighty (80) cents per ton, unless, under treaty provisions, 
they can claim exemption from any tax exceeding thirty (30) cents 
I>erton. 

4. Vessels entirely of American ownership, but undocumented, one 
dollar and thirty cents ($1 30) per ton. 

5. Vessels belonging to citizens of foreign nations that prohibit ves- 
sels of the United States from trading with their resi)ectivi3 dominions, 
two dollars ($2 00) per ton on every entry, and thirty (30) centa per 
ton, additional, once every twelve-month. 
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^. Vessels of the United States .properly docamented, any of whose 
officers shall not. be citizens, fifty (50) cents per ton. 

Beside the tonnage tax levied on vessels entering the ports of the 
United States from foreign ports, the paragraph of the act of February 
27, 1877, which amends section 4219, imposes on every vessel, not of 
the United States, a tax of fifty (50) cents per ton on her entry in one 
district^ from another district. . . 

This tax accrues both on (1) undocumented vessels entirely of 
American ownership and (2) on vessels belonging wholly or in part to 
subjects of foreign powers, On the former class, the tax of fifty (50) 
cents per ton is Mditional to, and exclusive of, the penal tonnage tax 
,of one dollar and thirty cents ($1 30) per ton, which such vessel may 
incur under section 4371, Revised Statutes. The latter class of vessels, 
if found transporting cargo in the manner described, would forfeit the 
cargo, if of domestic goods, under section 4347, Revised Statutes, land 
would, besides, become liable to 'the tax of fifty (50) cents per ton, 
unless exempt by tre-aty. 

The vessels of the powers^ hereinafter enumerated as being exempt 
under treaty pro^sions, wiU pay a tax of but thirty (30) cents per ton 
in ordinarv cases of their entry at ports of this country from foreign 
ports, and no additional tax when trading between district and district. 
On Vessels of foreign nations iiot fouiid in the following list, a tonnage 
tax of sixty (60) cents per ton, if they are of American build, or eighty 
(80) cents per ton if of foreign build, (provided they do not fall in class 
five above described,) will be collected, until further orders, on ejitry 
once every twelve-month ; but their masters should be' notified of their*^ 
privilege to protest and appeal, that they may avail themselves of such 
rights as they may possess under treaty provisions. 

Nations whose vessels are exempt under treaty provisions from a ta(t ex- 
ceeding thirty (30) cents per ton. 

Argentine Confederation; Austria; Belgium; Bolivia; Brazil; Cen- 
tral America; Chili; Columbia; Costa Rica; Denmark; Dominican 
Republic; Ecuador; France; Great Britain; Greece; Guatemala; 
Hanover; Hanseatic Republics; Hawaiian Islands; Hayti; Honduras; 
Italy; Liberia; Madagascar; Mecklenberg, (Schwerin;) Mexico; Mo- . 
rocco; Muscat; New Granada; Netherlands; Nicaragua; Paraguay; 
Peru; Portugal; Prussia; Russia; San Salvador; Sweden and Nor- 
way; Swiss Confederation; Tripoli; Turkey, (Ottoman Empire;) Two 

Sicilies; Venezuela. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
Collectors of Customs and others. 
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(3366.) 

Burlaps and Goods of like Manufacture thereto — I>uty on. 

Teeasubt Depabtment, September 7, 1877. 

Sib: BchMule C of the Eevised Statutes imposes the following 
dnty ^^ on all bnrlaps, and like manufactures of flax, jute, or hemp, or 
of which flax, jute, or hemp shall be the component material of chief 
value, excepting such as may be suitable for bagging for cotton, 30 -pesr 
centum ad valorem.'' 

Some difficulty api>ears to have arisen at the various ports in deter- 
mining the character of the goods, which, under this provision of law 
shall be classified as ^' like manufacture to burlaps." 

The question involved was referred for examination to General Ap- 
praisers Meredith, Heyl, and Ketchum, who unite in a report which 
contains the following: 

<< We recommend that the term ^like manufacture to burlaps' be re- 
stricted to a fabric of a single warp and single filling, manufactured of 
jute, flax, OE hemp, or of which flax, jute, or hemp shall be a compo- 
nent of chief value, in the natural color of the fibre, not exceeding in 
count 24 porters or threads of warp under what is known as a 37-inch 
or. burlap glass, being fifteen-sixteenths of an English inch^ provided 
that the same shall not be over 72 iiiches wide, (all of that width or' 
over being regarded as oil-cloth foundations or floor-cloth canvas,) not 
creamed, bleached, printed, stained, or starched; but that stripeis (at 
the sides or centre) of colored thread of the same material and charac- 
ter for the purpose of designating the manu£a.cturer, shall not be con- 
sidered as conflicting with the alK)ve restriction." 

Eor the purpose of securing a uniform assessment of duty on impor- 
tations of goods of this character under the law, the Department de- 
cides to adopt the recommendation thus made, with the exception of 
that portion which relates to the width of the goods. 

The limitation as to width will not be enforced so far as it conflicts 
with the terms Of Department's decision of April 11, 1876, (Synopsis 
2754,) founded upon the decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the case of Cumnmigs vs. Arthur. 
Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHEBMAN, 

JSecretary. 
OoLLEGTOB OF CUSTOMS, Kew York. 
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(3367.) 

Drawback on Sugars — Entry prior to October 1. 

Treasury Department, September 11, 1877. 

Sir: Eeferring to the-drcular of this Department of the 6th instant^ 
flzing certaiu rates of drawback on sugars refined in the United States 
out of imported raw sngars, which rates are to take effect on the first 
day of October next, I have to state that parties at your port engaged 
in the business of refining sugars desire to be informed whether, if an 
entry, for jBxportatiou with benefit of drawback, is made, complete at 
the custom-house before the first day of October, although the sugar 
has not actually arrived in, the foreign country prior to that date, the 
rates of drawback now in force will be allowed. 

In reply, you are informed that the rates of drawback allowed by 
Department's instnictions of December 17, 1875, wiU be allowed in afi 
cases where the entry is made complete at. the custom-house, and the 
goods are actually laden on board the exporting vessel or car prior tx) 
the first day of October, 1877. 

Very respectftilly, 

JOHN SHEBMAN, 

Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New York. 



(3368.) 
JEntries Liquidated at Bates fixed by Existing DedHons. 

l^EASURY Department, September 12,)1877. 

Sir: Bespectftilly referring to your letters of the 25th of May and 
Aiigost 15, 1877, in the matter of the claim of Messrs. 'Herrman & Co., 
for a reAind of a portion of the duties paid on worsted Italians, im- 
ported per steamer '^Baltic," November 20, 1876, 1 have to statl^ that, 
under the decisions of the Department of April 19, 1873, (1521,) and of 
the 21st of September, 1876, the entries of these goods should have 
been liquidated at the rate of duly in force under the decision of the 
Department at the time of the liquidation, the decision of November 
.21, 1876, having reduced the duly upon that class of merohandisel 

Had Messrs. Herrman & Co. filed due protest and appeal from your 
liquidation of the entry at the high rate of ckaty, they would now be 
entitled to a reliqcddation of the duty at the rate prescribed by that 
decision; having fledled to do so, they are without reliefl 
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In answer to the closing parftgraph of your letter of August 15, 1877, 
it may be remarked that the Department is of opinion that entries of 
merchandise, whether for consumption on arrival, or for warehousing, 
should be adjusted at the rates fixed by the d^ision in force at the 
time of such liquidation, provided such rates are less than those pre- 
viously in force. 

Entries which have not been liquidated more than ten days upon the 
receipt of any decision of this Department lowering the rate of duty, 
may be reliquidated at the proper rate. This will not operate, how- 
ever, to waive the necessity for protest and appeal, in case such reliqui- 
dation is not made. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



Collector of Customs, yew York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3369.) 
Painted-Glass Windows — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Department, September 12, 1877. 

8m : Your lejtter of the 25th of June last was duly received, in 
which you submitted the appeal (4766 e) of Cardinal John McCloskey 
fix)m your assessment of duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain painted-glass windows imported for the use of St. Patrick^s 
Cathedral, in your city. 

Under the opinion of the Attorney General of the 28th of February 
last, painted-glass windows which attain to the rank of works of art 
are subject to duty at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem, in contradis- 
tinction to those which are mere ordinary mechanical productions, 
dutiable at 40 per cent, under Schedule B. 

This ruling conforms in principle to that set forth in decision 551 of 
January 25, 1870, which held that paintings on glass imported for the 
use of churches were entitled to free entry under the provision of law 
which exempted from duty "paintings" imported for religious societies. 

Merely ordinary mechanical productions, not possessing a distinctive 
value as paintings, were subject to the duty of 40 per cent., even though 
imported for the use of churches. 

The class of paintings on glass which were then entitled to free entry 
when imported for churches are now subject to a duty of 10 per cent, 
ad val(»rem. Windows which are made solely of stained glass, or win- 
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dows which are made of small pieces of stained glass of a uniform 
pattern, with a trifling addition of painted glass, not enough to give 
the window the character of a work of art, are dutiable at 40 per cent, 
ad valorem. . 

The windows which are to be admitted at 10 per cent, are those which 
are generally used as chancel windows, the beauty of which depends 
on the design of the artist and the skill of the painter employed in their 
manufacture. 

You will apply the rule above laid down to the importations embraced 
in the following appeals, where the duties were paid since the decision 
of March 12, 1877, went into effect, and adjust the entries at the proper 
rate of duty, forwarding certified statements for refund of excess of 
duty where parties may be found entitled thereto. 
* • • • • • • 

Very respectfully, 



JOHN SHERMAN, 



COLLBCTOE OF CUSTOMS, ^610 YorJc, 



(3370.) 

Goods mbject to Specijie Duty^ according to Yalue^ subject to Additional 
Duties for Undervaluation, 

Tee ASURY Department, September 13, 1877. 

Gentlemen : The Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 
4th instant, complaining that upoii an importatioi) ex " H. L. Bouth,'' 
May 20, 1873, you have been required by the collector of customs at 
New York to pay additional or penal duties of 20 per centum, because 
of an alleged undervaluation of the merchandise exceeding 10 per 
centum of the entered value. 

It is stated in the manufactiu'er's memorandum Accompanying your 
communication that the merchandise consisted of cast-steel bars, sold 
and invoiced to you at the rate of seventeen pounds and fifteen shillings 
per ton. 

As the rate of duty on such merchandise depends upon its value per 
pound, this Department holds that the penalty of 20 per cent, additional 
duties, attaches for its undervaluation more than 10 per cent, of the 
value declared in the entry, and that the action of the collector of 
customs in levying the additional duties was in accordance with the 
provisions of flection 2900 of the Revised Statutes. 
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The Department has held that snch penalty does not attach in case 
of the undervaluation to the extent mentipned, of goods subject to an 
exdusivety specific duty, not depending upon the value of the goods. 

In cases like the present, if the propriety of an advance by the 
appraiser is disputed, a remedy is provided by appeal to merchant 
appraiser and gefieral appraiser. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Messrs. W. Bailey, Lang & Co., N'ew York. 



(3371.) 
Additional Duty of Twenty Fer Gent, on Charges^ i&c. 

Treasury Department, September 15, 1877. 

Sir: I transmit herewith an application by Messrs. Woods, Lowry 
& Co. Ibr relief in the matter ^f the assessment by you of additional 
duties on certain importations ex ^' Abyssinia" and ^^ Canada," respec- 
tively, entered the 9th ultimo. 

They allege that on discovering and notifying you, subsequently to 
the entry of the goods, that certain charges and commissions paid had 
been omitted fix)m the value declared on entry, you levied 20 per cent, 
additional duties, on the ground that the charges and coihmissions so 
omitted, and 100 per cent, thereof, exceeded in the aggregate, by 10 
per cent., the entered value of the merchandise. 

You are informed that if the charges and commissions added by the 
appraiser, exclusive of the 100 per cent thereof additional, levied under 
the provisions of section 14 of the act of June 22, 1874, do not exceed by 
10 per cent, the value declared on entry, the additional duty of 20 i)er 
cent, does not accrue. 
.•«' • • -• • « 

Very respectfully. 

By order: R. C. McCOBMICK, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, N'ew York. 
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(3372.) 

American Vessels Repaired with Foreign Material^ may engage in Coast- 
ing Trads Two Months in One Year. 

Treasury Department, /S^temfter 17, 1877. 

Sir: This Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 17th 
ultimo, relating to the levying of duties on certain foreign material 
withdrawn from warehouse in bond, and used in the repair of the 
American brig "H. C. Sibley." 

It appears that after the material had been so used, the vessel pro- 
ceeded from your port to Charleston with a coastwise cargo ; and that 
you therefore, propose to levy duties on such material under the instruc- 
tions contained in the decision of this Department dated the 11th 
ultimo, v '^ ' 

You are informed that, since the date of fiiat decision, the Attorney 
General of the United States has rendered an- cfpiuion (dated the'5th 
instant) that duties on such material used in liue^ repair of American 
vessels do not accrue by reason of the emplo'yment of vessels in the 
coastwise trade, provided they are not so engaged more than two 
months in any one year, he holding that vessels so repaired are enti- 
tled, in the respect mentioned, to the same privilege as vessels in the 
construction of which articles withdrawn from warehouse, under the 
provisions of section 2513, Revised Statutes, have been used. . 

• As the "H. C. Sibley" has not been engaged in the coastwise trade 
of the United States two months in any one year, duties on the foreign 
material used in repairing her, as aforesaid, should not be collected, 

and any instructions to the contrary are hereby revoked. 

* • - • • • • • 

Very respectfiilly. 

By oriier: H. F. FEBNOH, 



Collector, of Customs, Belf<£st^ Maine. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3373.) • 
American Vessels Sold Abroad to Satisfy Salvor^s Rights — Documenting of. 

Treasury Department, September 19, 1877. 

&IR : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
submitting a question in regard to the title of the schooner " John W. 
Welt," of your port, to an American register in view of certain con- 
tingencies which you set forth. 
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This vessel was recently found derelict at sea, and tak^i into Ferrol, 
Spain, where she is now to be sold under the decree of an admiralty 
court for the benefit of the salvors. The parties running her at the 
time of her abandonment (some twenty-seven in number) do not intend to 
purchase her; but certain* t^itizeus . of Newburyport would make the 
purchase if they could obtain marine papers* 

In the case of the schooner '< Ocean Queen," found derelict, and which 
it wa9 expected would be sold at Nassau for the benefit of the salvors, the 
Department held, in a copununication to the collector of customs at 
Key West, under date of March 2, 1876, (see Synopsis of Decisions, 
. No. 2687,) that upon sale to the original owners they would be entitled 
to marinei papers, as the claim of the salvors was simply a lieu upon 
the vesseL As an additional reaaon, it was also mentioned that the 
ownership of the vessel would, in that case, really be continuous* Sal- 
ivor's rights do not ordinarily carry with them anything taote than a 
title to possession, and do not divest ownership till a sale, under the 
decree of a competeat c<mrt, has passed, title to purchasia*s other than 
original owners. If ownership passes directly from American ciiizens 
to other Americpn citizens by the intervention of a competent tribunal, 
where the decree of condemnation is rendered simply to confirm rights 
of salvage in a vessel, the Department holds that there is not such a 
lapse of ownership in American citizens as would deprive the vessel 
of the privilege of registry under sections 4131 and 4165, Bevised 
Statutes. 

It will, however, be understood that if a vessel be found derelict, as 
was the "John W. Welt," and be sold for the benefit of the salvors, 
the bill of sale, by whomsoever executed, must recite the last register 
or enrolment, otherwise the purchasers, even though American citizens, 
would fail of their right to marine papers by not conforming to the 
requisites for the issue of a certificate prescribed in section 4170, Bevise4 
Statutes'. 

* If, therefore, the ownership of the "John W. Welt" passes, upon her 
condemnation for the benefit of salvors, directly from certain American 
citizens to others, with no part ownership in citizens of other nations 
intervening, an American register might issue to her on the presenta- 
tion of a proper bill of sale. 

Very respectfdlly, 

JOHN 8HEEMAN, 

'Secretary. 

CoLLEOTOE OF CUSTOMS, WoMoborough, Maine. 
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(3374.) 
Drawhaek Bates. 
Tbeasuby Depaetment, September 20, 1877. 
The following list of drawback rates is published for the information 
of customs officers and all others concerned. 

JOHN SHEKMAN, 

Secretary. 

COLLBOtOES OF CUSTOMS AND OTHEES. 



Alphdbetioal Ikt ofdrawhaeJc rates established under the authority of sec- 
Hons 3019, 3030, and 3036 of the Eemsed Statutes^ and the acts of Feb- 
ruary 8 and March 3, 1875. 

AxeSy made from iron and steel by the process of splitting the steel 
and inserting the iron, 1^ cents per pound. 

Axes and hatchets, m<ide by the process of splitting the iron and in- 
serting the steel, same as duty paid. Allow for a quantity of iron 
equal to the net weight of the exported articles, and a quantity of steel 
equal to ^^^ of such net weight. 

Boffs, n*om Jute and burlap cloth, same BfS duty paid. Exported 
quantity determined by measurement. 

Band iron. (See Iron.) 

Bar iron. (See Iron.) 

Bayonets, made for Colt's patent fire-arm, 7 cents each. 

Bayonets, made for the Winchester fire-arm, 1^^ cents each. 

Bayonets, miade by E. Bemington & Sons, from steel made from im- 
ported iron paying ad valorem duty, 3 cents each; and from iron pay- 
mg a duty of one cent per pound, 1^^ cents each. 

Blacking boxes, from tin plates, same as duty paid. The exported 
quantity determined by adding to .the outside i^easurement of the box. 
one-fourth of such product. 

Bolts, nuts, mi^ pivots, from iron, same as duty paid. 

Bullets^ leaden, and shot, same as duty paid. 

Cans, from tin plates, same as duty paid. The exported quantity 
determined by measuring the "blanks" before soldering, or by adding 
one-twentieth to the product of the outside measurement of the com- 
pleted cans, excepting one-pound cans, for which add 15 per cent. t6 
the outside measurement. 

Cans, from tin plates, completed, with the exception of soldering, 
(blanks,) same as duty paid. The exported quantity determined by a 
United States weigher. 

Cartridges, same as on bullets and gunpowder exported separately. 

Castor oil, product of castor seed, 35 cents per gallon. 

Castor pomace, product of castor seed, 11 cents per 100 pounds. 

Chains, from bar iron, same as duty paid. Add 4 per cent, to exported 
quantity to cover wastage in manufacture. 

Copper, from ore, same as duty paid. 

Copper, from block or blister copper, same as duty paid. 

Cope tubes, from tin plates, same as duty paid. The exported quantity 
36 
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determined by allowing for each tube a square equal in length to the 
height of the tube^ and in width, to its largest circumference. 
Cordage^ from Manila hemp, 1^ cents x>er poimd. 
Cordage^ from jute hemp, § cent per pound. 
Cordage^ product of Sisied grass, f cent i)er pound. 
Cordage^ from New Zealand flax, f cent x)er pound. 
Gordagej tarred, Eussia, \^ cent i)er pound. 
Dressed skinSy from raw, same as duty paid. 

. Fish-plates, from iron, same as duty paid. Add 12 per cent, to ex- 
ported weight to cover wastage in manufEU^ture. 

Flour, from wheat which paid a duty of 20 cents per bushel, 75 cents 
per barrel. 

Glaziers' points, product of sheet zinc, same as duty paid. 
Ounpowder, from saltpetre which paid a duty of 2 cents per pound: 
American sporting, 1^ cents per pound. 
United States Government, 1^ cents per pound. 
Shipping and mining, lA- cents per pound. 
Chmpowder, from saltpetre wnich paid a duty of 1 cent pto pound: 
American sporting, ^ cent per i>ound. 
United States Government, ^j^ cent per pound. 
, Shipping and mining, y^ cent per pound. 
Oiww, Gatling: 

42-calfbre and 10 barrels, $7 03 each gun. 
42-calibre and 6 barrels. $5 00 each gun. 
^1 -calibre and 10 barrels, $9 00 each gun. 
1-inch calibre and 10 ban*els, $11 73 each gun. 
Oun systems, made for Colt's patent flre-arms, 14^^ cents each. 
Qun systems, made by E. Eemington & Sons, from iron and steel:. 
For the iron, 6^4^^ cents, each. 

For the steer, when imi)orted as such, 3 J cents each. 
For the steel, made from imported iron, l^y^ cents each. 
Chin systems, made for the Peabody flre-arm, 7f^ cents each. 
Oun trimmings, made for Colt's patent flre-arm, ^^ cents each arm. 
"Own trimmings, made by E. Itemington & Sons: 
For the iron, l^^^j^^ cents each gun. 
For the steel, when imported as such, J cent each gun. 
For the steel, made from imported iron, J cent each gun. 
€hm trimmings, made for the Peabody flre-arm, 1^^ cents each arm. 
Ghm- trimmings and systems, for the Winchester flre-arm, 8 J cents each 
arm. 

€fun trimmings and systems, made for the Martini Henry rifle, same 
as duty paid. The quantity of material used in the manufacture shall 
be determined by allowing — 

For each receiver, 3^ pounds steel. 
For each block, 1 pound iron. 
For each guard, 1 pound iron. 
For each lever, X pound iron. 
For each set of bands, ^^ jwund iron. 
For each light base, J pound iron. 
For each butt plate, i pound iron. 
For each bayonet, l^Mr pounds iron. 
Randies and nozzles^ made n*om sheet zinc and attached to tin cans, 
when taggers' tin is also used in making such nozzles, 27 cents per 100 
cans; when taggers' tin is not used, 25 cents per 100 cans. 
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RimdleSy made from sheet zinc, and attached to tin cans, withont 
above-described nozzles, 16 cents pot 100 cans. 
JSoiteheitf. (See Aaces and hatchets!) 
Hoop-iron. (See Iron.) 
Horseshoe iron. (See Iron.) 
Hungarian nails, same as tacks. 



Wholly from imported s<?rap iron, same as duty 
paid. To cover wastage in manu^Eieture, add 25 
per cent, to exported weight when exclusively old 
scrap iron was used, and 12 per cent, only if part 
of the material was new scrap iron. 



Iron, bandy 1 
bar, 

horseshoe, 
hoopj 
railroad, 
rod, 
scroll, 

Lanterns, from -fin plates, same as duty paid. .Quantity determined 
by the measurement of the pieces composing such lanterns belbre they 
are put together. 

Lead pipe, same as duty paid. 

Leather, sole, from hides, same as duty paid. 

Linseed oil, 6^ cents per gallon. 

Locomotive ties, from imported steel, same as duty paid. Add 2 per 
cent, to exported weight to cover wastage in manufacture. 

Nails, cut, from sheet and plate iron, IJ cents per poiind. 

Nails, horseshoe, from slit-iron rods, same as duty paid. 

Nails, Hungarian, same as tacks. 

Nails, cut, from scrap iron, same as duty paid. To cover wastage in 
manufa^cture, add 26 per cent, to exported weight when exclusively old 
scrap iron was used, and 12 per cent, only if part of the material was 
new scrap iron. 

Nail rods, rolled from iron, same as duty paid. Add 9 p^ cent, to 
the exported weight to cover wastage in manufacture. 

Nail rods, slit, from iron, same as duty paid. Add 3 per cent, to ex- 
ported weight to cover wastage. 

' New England rum. (See Rum.) 

Nozzles, made from tin plates, same as duty paid. 

Nozzles, flat screw tops, from sheet zinc, attached to tin cans, 9 cents 
I)er 100 cans. 

Oil. (See Linseed, Castor.) 

Packing, from jute yarn, same as duty paid. 

Plates, tack, same as duty paid. 

Plates, fish. (See Fish-plates.) 

Plates, robe. (See Bobe-plates.) 

Ptjp«, lead. {Bee Lead.) 

Pistols, Colt's navy or belt, 11^%^ cents each. 

Pivots. (See BolU.) 

Pomace. (See Castor.) 

Eailrcad iron. (See Iron.) 

Rice, cleaned from paddy rice, IJ cents per pound. 

Rice, cleaned from rough rice, 2^ cents per pound. 

Rifles. (See €hin systems and trimmings.) 

Rifle barrels, from bar steel and from barrel moulds, same as duty 
paid. 

Robe-plates, from goat-skins, same as duty paid. The number of skins 
used deten^uned by inspection of the exported plates. 

Rod iron. (See Iron.) 
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BuMj New England, 6^ cents per gallon. 
8alt, fine, 8 cents per lOO pounds. 
Sal^tre, reined from crude, ^^ cents per pound. 
ScrewHy wood. (See Wood sorews,) 
Scroll iron. (See Iron.) 

Scythes^ manufactured by Hubbart, Blakie & Co., of West Waterville, 
Maine: 

Light grass, 45 cents per dozen. 
Heavy St. John, 65J cents i>er dozen. 
Grain, 83f cents per dozen. 
ShankSj fromt steel, same as duty paid. 
Sheet Uadj from pig lead, same as duty paid. 
ShookSj from staves, same as duty paid. 
Shot '{BeeBulkU.) 

Shovels and spades, made principally of steel, 80 cents per dozen. 
Shovels and spades, made principally of iron, 50 cents per dozen. 
Skins, dressed. (See Dressed shins.) 

Solder, used in making tin cans, 16 cents per 100 cans of 5 gallons 
capacity, and in proportion for cans of less capacity. 
Sole leather. (See Leather.) 
Sugar, refined from raw sugar: 

Loaf, cut:loaf, crushed, granulated, and powdered, diied, 3^^^ 

cen{s per pound. 
White coffee sugar, uudriecl, and above No. 20, Dutch standard 

in color, 2^ cents per pounds. 
All grades of coffee sugar. No. 20, Dutch standard, and below in 
color, 2y^ cents per pound. 
Sugai J refined from melado, on which a duty was paid of 1^ cents per 
pound, tod 25 per cent, in addition thereto, same as sugar refined from 
raw sugar. 
Suga/r, refined from molasses, IJ cents per pound. 
Syrup, from sugar, 6J cents per gallon. 

Syrup, from melado, on which a duty was paid of IJ cents per pounds 
and 25 per cent, in addition thereto, 5§ cents per gallon. 

Syrup, from molasses, 5 cents per gallon. 
• Taehi, from bar iron, same as duty paid. Add 14 per cent, to ex- 
ported quantity to cover wastage in manufacture. 
Tin ca/ns. (See Cans.) 

Wire, telegraph, from iron rods, same as duty paid. 
Wire, from steel, for bridges, same as duty paid. 
Wire, finer than, telegraph wire, from iron bars and rods, same as 
duty paid. To cover wastage in manufacture, add to exported weight 
the following percentage: 
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II 



1 and coarser 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

^ 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 



1^ 



fl ® a 

III 



2.7 

2.9 

3.1 

3.3 

3.5 

3.7 

4. 

4.3 

4.6 

4.9 

5.2 

5.5 



5. 
6. 
6. 
7. 
7. 
7. 
8. 
8.3 



■21 . 

ill 
m 

e ® a 



.10.7 

10.9 

11.1 

11.3 

11.5 

11.8 

12.1 

12.4 

12.7 

13. 

13.4 

13.8 

14.2 

14.6 

15. 

15.4 

15.7 

16. 

16.3 

16.7 



H 



21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 



III 



8.6 
8.9 
9.2 
10.4 
10.8 
11.2 
11.6 
11.9 
12.2 
12.5 
12.8 
13.2 
13.5 
13.8 
14.1 
16. 
16.8 
17.6 
18.4 
19.2 



III 



17. 

17.3 

17.6 

19.3 

19.6 

19.9 

20.2 

20.6 

20.9 

21.2 

21.5 

21.8 

22.2 

22.6 

23.' 

25.2 

26. 

26.8 

27.6 

28.4 



Sizes designated by fractional numbers to be treated as those designated by the 
next smaller integral numbers. 

Wire, manufactured by the American Screw Oomj)aiiy of Providence, 
R. I., same as duty paid. 

Wood screws] from iron, same as duty paid. Add 50 per cent, to 
exported weight to cover wastage in manufacture. 

In those cases where a discriminating duty has been paid under the 
provisions of section 2501 of the Revised Statutes, the drawback allowed 
shall bear the same relation to that duty as the usual allowance bears 
to the ordinary duty. 

All of the foregoing, except the drawback on refined sugars, shall be 
subject to the usual ten per cent, retention. 

Tlie drawback oh refined sugars shall be subject to a retention of one 
per cent., as required by section 3 of the act of March 3, 1875. 
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(3375.) 
Br(M8 Photograph-Frames — Duty on. 

Tebasuby Depabtment, September 21, 1877. 

Snt : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the i5th instant, 
submitting the appeal (5710 «) of Messrs. A. & G. Kanfmann from yonr 
assessment of duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
. brass photograph-frames imported by them, per " Q^Uert,'' July 11, 1877. 
The appraiser reports that the frames in question are similar in char- 
acter to those covered by Department's decision of December 6, 1872, 
(Synopsis 1322,) except that the frames ai^e made of brass instead of 
pax>er, and that under said decision they are entitled to entry at the 
rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

You are hereby authorized to a(\just the entry accordingly, and to 
forward a certified statement for the refund of the excess of duties ex- 
acted thereon. 

Very respectftdly, 

H. F. FEENOH, 

CoLLEOTOE OF CUSTOMS, New TorJc. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3376.) 
Pvpe-Sockets — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, September 21, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of i\iQ 10th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (5655 e) of Lowenthal, Kaufman & Go. from 
your decision assessing duty at the rates of $1 50 per gross and 75 i>6r 
cent, ad valorem on certain pipe-sockets imported into your port fr^m 
Bremen, via New York, on the 18th ultimo. 

It appears from the special report of the appraiser that the articles 
were erroneously classified as pipes, at the above rates of duty, the feet 
being that they consist of pipe-sockets, or parts of pipes, which are 
dutiable at the rate of 75 i>6r cent, ad valorem, under the provisions 
(Heyl, 1385) in Schedule M for "all other parts of pipes or pipe- 
fixtures, &C.'' 

You will therefore religuidate the entry accordingly, and, if neces- 
sary, forward a certified statement for a refrmd of the excessive duty. 

Very respectftdly. 

By order: H. F. FBENOH, 



Collector of Customs, Chicago^ lU. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3377.) 
Sleeve-buttons and Inkstands — Duty on. 

Teeasttbt Depabtment, September 21, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
sabmitting the appeal (5712 e) of Messrs. Strasburger, Pfeiffer & Go. 
from your assessment- of duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain shell sleeve-buttona, and 40 x>er cent, ad valorem on certain ink- 
stands, imported by them, per "Rhein," June 25, 1877. 

The sleeve-buttons, it appears, were classified as "manufectures of 
shells," under the Department's decision of March 27, 1877, (Synapsis 
3169,) and your assessment of duty thereon is hereby affirmed. 

The appraiser reports that the inkstands were classified as <<manu- 
factures of brass, leather, and glass," subject to duty at the rate, of 40 
per cent, ad valorem, but states that in view of the Department's deci- 
sion of September 13, 1876, (Synopsis 2967,) he is now of opinion that 
they were entitled to entry at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

In this opinion the Department does not concur, inasmuch as the 
cups containing the ink, and constituting the principal feature of 
utility, are of glass, and, though not of great value, apx>ear to be of suffi- 
cient importance to require notice in the classification of the inkstands, 
under the specific provision of law imx)osing duty on all manu£a.ctures 
not otherwise provided for, "of which glass shall be a component 
material." 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FBBNCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, New TorJc. 



(3378.) 
Barytes Earth or Ore — Duty on. 

Tbeasubt' Pepabtment, September 22y 1877. 

Sm : The Department duly received your letter of the 13th instant, 
in which you transmitted a report of the appraiser, with evidence taken 
by him, as to the proper classification for duty of imported barytes 
earth, or ore, so called, imported by Mr. D. 0. Hood intx) your port. 

The Dei>artment has carefully considered the evidence presented, 
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and is of opinion that, under the acts of Congress now in force, barytes, 
wliether sulphate or carbonate, in the condition in which it is taken 
out of the earth, irrespective of its degree of purity, is entitled to entry 
at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, as a mineral substance in a crude 
state, not otherwise provided for, under Schedule M of the Eevised 
Statutes. 

The duty of one-half cent per pound imposed on barytes and sulpthate 
of barytes, in Schedule M, will be considered as applicable only to the 
manufactured article. 

In the decision of the Department of April 5, 1877, a clerical error 
occurred by substituting the word " carbonate'' for the word " sul- 
phate," the article then under consideration being the native sulphate 
of barytea 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 



Assistant Secretary. 



OoLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS, N'ew York. 



(3379.) 
Repairs on American Vessel in UngUmd not Dutiable. 

^ Treasury Department, September 22, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (6614 e) of Captain B. F. Cameron fix)m your 
decision assessing duty on the cost of certain repairs made at Grimsby, 
England, on the American schooner "Columbian," while on a voyage 
from 'your port to Grimsby and return. 

It appears that you assessed suol? duty under section 3114 of the 
Eevised Statutes, which is not treated by the Department as embracing 
a case like the present, in which necessary repairs in a foreign country, 
not contiguous to the United States, were put upon a registered vessel 
engaged bona fide in commerce, by sea, between Detroit and such for- 
eign country. 

You are therefore instructed to take the necessary measures for re- 
fimding the duties erroneously collected. 

Very respectfully, 

H. F. FEENCH, 
Assistant Secretary. 

CoLLECToa OF Cxj&TOMB, Detroit^ Mich. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



315 

(3380.) 
Oountahle Cottons — Duty on. 
Treasury Department, September 21 y 1877. 

Sir : The first paragraph of Schedule A, Title XXXIII, of the 
Kevised Statutes, imposes on certain descriptions of manufactures of 
cotton which do not exceed one hundred threads to the square inch, 
counting the warp and filling, and which ej^ceed in weight five ounces 
to the square yard, a duty of 5 cents per square yard; if bleached, 
6J cents i)er square yard ; if colored, stained, painted, or printed, 5^ 
cents per square yard ; and, in addition thereto, 10 per cent, ad 
valorem. 

The next paragraph imposes on finer and lighter goods of like 
description, not exceeding two hundred threads to the square inch, 
counting the warp and filling, if colored, stained, painted, or printed, 
a duty of 5 J cents per square yard, and 20 per cent, ad valorem; if 
unbleached, or bleached, the same rates of duty respectively that are 
imposed on the coarser kinds of unbleached and bleached goods under 
the preceding paragraph. 

Decision 1919 of August 29, 1874, held that cotton goods (woven 
fabrics) must in all cases be classified under some one of the countable 
clauses in Schedule A of the Ee vised Statutes, uidess it is manifest 
that they have-no reasonably close assimilation to the description of 
goods therein specified, as, for instance, nettings, open linings, &c., 
which were held subject to duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, 
as manufactures of cotton not otherwise provided for. Under this 
decision, goods, with the exceptions noted therein, which were finer and 
not lighter, or lighter and not finer, than those named in the first para- 
graph, were charged by virtue of the assimilation clause, contained in 
section 2499 of the Revised Statutes, with the rate of duty imposed by 
some one of the countable clauses, the goods so classified by assimi- 
lation, corresponding in aU respects with those in terms covered by 
~ such clause, except as to count and weight. 
^ The doctrine laid down in decisioli 1919 has, however, been departed 
from in very many decisions since made by the Department, and the 
exceptions noted in that decision have been gradually enlarged, and 
the rule therein made has been correspondingly restrict-ed in its appli- 
cation, until, at the present time, it appear to be the general practice 
to classify all goods which do not in tenns meet the requirement of the 
provisions of law cited, or some of the other specific provisions of said 
schedule, as manufactures of cotton not .otherwise provided for, duti- 
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able at 35 per cent, ad valorem, lu Departineuf s instructions, dated 
January 25, 187C, to the collector of customs at New York, in relation . 
to tbe classification of certain cotton grenadines, imiwrted by H. A. 
Fausliaw, it was stated that the goods consisted of colored cottons 
not exceeding one hundred threads to the square inch, weighing less 
than five ounces, and costing less than twenty-five cents per square 
yard; and that, consequently, not being provided for under the 
countable clauses of Schedule A, they were dutiable at the rate of 35 
per cent, ad valorem, as manufactures of cotton not otherwise pro- 
vided for. 

In order to make the duties at the various ports uniform upon this 
class of goods, 1 have to state that the rule prescribed in the decision 
of January 25, 1870, (followed in No. 2659 of the published decisions,) 
is. recognized as the prevailing construction given to the law by this 
Department; and that, in cases where cotton goods of the character 
referred to are not, in terms, embraced in any of the other provisions 
of Schedule A, they should be (Classified under the provision for "man- 
ufactures of cotton not otherwise provided for," contained in the last 
paragraph of said scheduled 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Boston^ Moan, 
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TO COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS 



Tbeasuby Depabtment^ 

Washington, D. C, November 2, 1877. 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of October, 
1877, upon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress, relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published herewith 
for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 



(3381.) 
UxaminaHons of Officers in the Bevenue-Marine Service. 

Tbbasxtby D]?paetment, October 1, 1877. 

The following, relative to the examir^'ition of candidates for promo- 
tion in the Revenue-Marine Service, is hereby published (or the infor- 
mation of the officers of the service: 

An examination of officers of the Revenue-Marine for promotion 
in the several grades wiU soon be ordered, with the view of filling ex- 
isting vacancies and obtaining au eligible list from which to make pro- 
motions to vacancies that may arise before the convening of another 
board of examination. 

The success which id attending the efforts of the Department to 
secure higher qualifications for admission of officers into the service, 
makes it necessary to raise the standard of examination for promotion 
to the higher grades, and officers are notified that the 8coi)e of exami- 
nation for promotion to th,e grades of Captain and First and Second 
Lieutenant will hereafter be as detailed below: 

EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOB PROMOTION TO THE OBADE OP 
SECOND LIEUTENANT. 

Na/cigoition. 

Day's work; course and distance by Mercator's sailing. 
Latitude by meridian altitude. 
28 
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Longitade by chronometer. 

Rating chronometer by single or equal altitudes* 

Latitude by one altitude of the sun near noon. 

Latitude by Polar star. 

Variation of compass by amplitude and azimuth. 

Ax)plication of local deviation of co^upass. 

Use of charts. 

Adjustment and use of sextant. 

Methods of determining erroi-s of compass supposed to be incorrect. 

Marking and using hand and deep-sea lead lines. 

Marking and using log-line. 

Principal sea-coast lights of the United States. 

Buoys andday-marks of the station ^vhere the candidate last ser\^ed. 

Seamanship. 

Rigging shears and stepping masts. 

Standing and running rigging. 

Bending and unbending sails. 

Yaiious evolutions of a vessel and management in bad weathei^. 

Coasting and the "Rule of the Road.'' 

Eevenue Law. 
Forms and usages under the revenue laws of the United States. 

Chinnery. 

The general use and exercise of broadside and pivot guns and small 
arms. 

Miscellaneous. 

English composition official reports, and American history. Signal- 
ling. 

EXAMINATION OP OANDIDATES FOB PBOHOTION TO THE QBADE OF 
FIBST LIEUTENAN*. 

In addition to a general review of all the topics prescribed above for 
present grade: 

Navigation. 

Latitude by meridian altitude of a star. 
Finding the time at sea by a x>li^net's altitude. 
Genersd knowledge of tides on coast of United States. 
Causes of tides, use of tables, &c. 

Seafnanship. 

Spars and rigging, materials and dimensions for various vessels. 

Heavy purchases. 

Sails; kinds and numbei*s of canvas for various purpocies. 

Anchors and chain cables, kinds and sizes. 

Nomenclature of various parts of a vessel, wood and iron. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



319 

Revenue Law. 

General knowledge of revenae laws regulating navigation, embraced 
in Kevised Statutes. 

MUoeUaneeus. 

Rtationing crews at guns, fire-quarters, and fbr handling vesseL 
Care of vesseL 

Note. — ^In the solution of the prohlems in navisation, candidates will he allowed 
only the "Useful Tables," from "Bowditch's Practical Navigator" and the Nautical 



EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOB PBOMOTION TO THE GBADEOF 

CAPTAIN. 

Li addition to a general review of all topics prescribed for present 
grade: 

General principles and methods of coast surveying. 

Stowage and trim. 

General conditions and requirements to make a vessel seaworthy. 

Naval construction, of iron and wooden vessels. 

Geneaul principles of the steam-engine, including handling the same, 
and the proper ciire of boilers, fires, &c. 

General knowledge of the principsd ports of the United States, and 
lights, buoys, and day-marks for entering or departing from the same. 

Eevenue and navigation laws, with a £iowledge of the general prin- 
ciples of common law, and the law of nations, and the rights and obli- 
gations of foreign vessels under treaties. 

The official records of officers will be considered by the Department 
before final action is had on the result of their examination. 

A physical exmnination will precede the professional one, and, if the 
candidate is found to be permanently physically disqualified for duly, 
the examination will proceed no farther. 

A specified length of time^ will be allotted to each branch of ex- 
amination, at the end of which time the examination in that branch 
will be closed, and the stai^iing of the candidate will be determined 
up<m the proficiency thus exhibited by him. 

Those officers who, upon examination, fail to pass not only for pro- 
motion, but for Hie grade held, will be summarily dropped, as well as 
those fftiling the second time for promotion^ as prescribed in the pres- 
ent regulations* 

Ko officer will be permitted to waive examination, and failure to 
appear and undergo examination, after being ordered, will be consid- 
ered as equivalent to resignation, and be so treated. 

JOHK SJHBEBiAlf , 

Secretary. 
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(3382.) 
Toys — Small Brass Bells. 

Treasury Department, October 5, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (5830 c) of Messrs. Strasburger, Pfeiffer & Co-, 
from your assessment of duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem 
oil certain bells imported by them, per " W. A. Scholten,'' July 23, 1877, 
and claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 35 i)er cent, ad valo- 
rem, as "manufactures of brass.'' 

From an examination of the samples submitted, it appears that the 
articles in question are small bells made of thin sheet-brass, similar in 
shape to sleigh-bells, but inferior in size and thickness of metal, and 
not adapted for use as such. 

The Department is of opinion that they were properly classified as 

"toys,''^ and your assessment of duty thereon at the rate of 50 per cent. 

ad valorem is therefore affirmed. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEBNCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, New Y(yrTc, 



(3383.) 
Reports to General Appraisers. 

Treasury Department, October 5, 1877. 

The circular of this Department, dated the 27th of June la«t, requiring 
collectors of customs to forward certain reports to the board of United 
States general appraisers at New York, is hereby so modified as to 
require that such reports shall be hereafter forwarded, as specified 
below, to one of the general appraisers, who, after examining the same, 
and noting thereon such remarks as he may deem pertinent, will for- 
ward them for examination by the board of general appraisers : 

Collectors in the districts embraced in the first division mentioned in 

the circular of April 19, 1875, will send their reports and returns to 

the general appraiser at Boston 5 those in the second and third divisions, 

to the general appraiser at New York; those in the fourth, .fifbh, and 

seventh divisions, to the general appraiser at Baltimore; and those in 

the sixth division, to the general appraiser at Philadelphia. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

Collectors op Customs, TJ. S. General Appraisers, and others. 
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(3384.) 
Fancy Olay Fipea — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, October 5, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt. of your letter, dated the 24tli of 
August last, transmitting a further report from the appraiser at your 
port, on the appeal (5084 e) of H. Batjer & Bro. from your assessment 
of duty at the rate of $1 50 i)er gross and 75 per centum ad valonem 
on certain fancy clay pipes imported per " St. Laurent," May 25, 1877, 
and claimed by the importers to be dutiable at the rate of 35 per centum 
ad valorem. 

From an inspection of the samples, it api)ears that the pipes are orna- 
mented with grotesque or fanciftd designs, and are therefore different 
from the common or whit«-clay pipes of commerce, being substantially 
similar to the pipes which, by the letter of this Department, dated the 
15th of January last, (Synopsis 3073,) were decided to be dutiable at 
the rate of $1 50 per gross and 75 per centum ad valorem. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed 

Yery respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



OoLLEOTOR OF CUSTOMS, I^ew Yorjc. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3385.) 
Bice Flou¥^ Arrowroot Flour j (&c, — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, October 6, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, 
submitting the reports of the committee appointed in pursuance of 
instructions of March 10 last, to test samples of the articles imported 
at your port under the names of " rice flour,'' " rice jwwder,'' " root 
flour,'' " chestnut flour," " yam flour," " arrowroot flour," and " arrowroot 
starch." 

Tests were made, of samples by the three members of the committee, 
which did not result in an agreement in the solution of the question 
involved, viz., whether the several articles above mentioned are liable 
to duty as '* starch," at the rate of 3 cents per pound and 20 per cent, 
ad valorem, or as " arrowroot" and " arrowroot flour," at the rate of 30 
percent, ad valorem, and ** non-enumerated manufactured articles,'? at 
the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem. 
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From the reports of the chemical test, and the test made by Messrs. 
Hallett, Bartlett & Daj^on^ laandrymen, it appears that all the sam- 
ples are to be regarded as 9tarch, with the exception of sample No. 4, 
rice floiir, which is intended for table use. 

The Department is of opinion that the articles in question, with the 
exception noted, were properly classified as subject to duty at the rate 
of 3 cents i>er x>ound and 20 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision 
for "starch made of ptce or any other material" in Schedule M of the 
Bevised Statutes. 
• «..• • • • >•'• 

^ Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERrfAN, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, San Frdneiscoj Cah 



(3386.) 
Farts of Artificial Flowers — Duty on. 

Teeasuey Dbpabtment, October il, 1877. 

Sis: The Department is in receipt of a communication from the 
appraiser at your port, dated the 1st ultimo, in relation to the classifica- 
tion of so-called '^manufactui^ of gutta x>ercha,'' with samples enclosed. 

It appears, from an insi)ection of the samples, that the articles in 
question consist of small tubes, painted, and decorated with moss, &c., 
in imitation of the stems of natural flowers. 

The appraiser states that it is the practice at your port to classify 
these articles as parts of artificial flowers, under the pro^iJsion of Sched- 
ule M, (Heyl, 1271,) for "artificial • • • flowers or parts thereof, of 
whatever mateiial composed," but that, as he is informed, it is the 
practice at the port of New York to chissify them as manufactures of 
gutta percha, dutiable at 40 per cent., ad valorem. Upon reference of 
said communication to the collector at New York, that officer submitted 
a report from the appraiser, from which it appears that this descrip- 
tion of goods is, in the opinion of his officers, not manufactured of gutta 
percha, but of India rubber, although coloring-matter and other ma- 
terials are used to a certain extent in their composition. The appraiser 
at New York further states that such articles are there classified for 
duty at the rate of 35 peir cent, ad valorem, under* the provision of 
Schedule M, (Heyl, 1308,) for &brics composed wholly or in part of India 
rubber. The appraiser, in a fhrther report, dated the 3d instant^ said, 
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these goods may be, and are, nsed by snrgical-mstnunent maketrsy 
chemists, and others, for various purposes, and enclosed with ids re- 
port a sample of plain rubber tubes, which he. considered to be the 
same class of goods as those in question; but, as they are uncolored, he 
classifies them, under the provision of Schedule M, (Heyl, 1309,) for arti- 
cles composed wholly of India rubber, at a duty of 25 per cent, ad 
valorem. 

The Department is of the opinion that the articles in question are 
intended for use as stems for artificial flowers, and therefore that the 
classification which prevails at your port (making them dutiable at 50 
per cent, ad valorem, as parts of artificial flowers) is correct. Depart- 
ment's decision of November 29, 1875, (Synopsis 2518,) presents an 
analogous case. 

The samples submitted by the appraiser at New York, of which 
specimens are enclosed herewith, are not of the same character, or 
devoted to the same uses, as those in question; and the practioe at New 
York, in classifying them at a duty of 25 per centum ad valorem, is 
considered correct. 

You will please refer a copy of this letter to the appraiser lat your 

port, as a reply to his communication of the 1st ultimo. 

Very respectfully, 

R. 0. MoOORMICK, 

Asmtcmt Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, PUladel^Ua, Pa. 



(3387.) 
Blank Receipts for Customs Dues cmd Fees. 

Trbasuey Depabtment, October 11, 1877. 

Collectors and all other chief officers of the customs at ports other 
than New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, New Orleans, and 
San Francisco, are hereby instructed that hereafter blank receipts 
(Form 399) for customs duties and fees (except tonnage duty) will be 
famished in book form with stubs, and numbered consecutively. Th^ 
stubs of each book will be mailed to the Commissioner of Customs, 
Washington, as soon as the corresponding receipts have been issued. 
Collectors will be charged with the receipts fiimished to them acQording 
to the numbers they bear, and they will be credited with the stubs 
returned. Should any receipt be accidentally rendered unfit for use, 
it will be preserved and returned with the book of stubs. The issue 
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of these lutiubered receipts will commence on the first ch>y of December 
next. 

Oolleetors are required to see that receipts are issued in all cases of 
payments of money; and, in order tliat interested pai-ties may be 
infonned of this i-eijuirement, printed notices tliereof (to Ih». furnished 
by the Department) will be posted in the most public phwes in custom- 
houses. 

JOHN SDEEMAN, 

Secretary. 

Collectors op Customs and others. 



(3388.) 
I^htrihition 0/ ^Charges, d'Cj on an In roue. 

Treasury Departmen'i*, October 12, 1877. 

GentleSien: In I'eply tb your letter of the 21s{ idtimo, in which 
you complain of the practice now in fo|^. at New York of distributing 
the charge8,v commissions, &c., on an invoice pro rata on the different 
packages, according to value, the Depiiiinient has \o say that, as such 
practice is in accordance with the I'equirenu^nts of tlie C4>ncludiiig sen- 
tence of section 2007 of the Kevised Statutes, it is hereby approved. 
Very respectfully, 

R. 0. M9CORMICK, 

Amst4int Secretary. 
Messrs. B. TJlhann & Co., &c., New Yorlc. 



(3389.) 
Amber KecJclaces and Crosses. 

Treasury Department, October 12, 1877. 

Sir: This Department is in receipt "of your letter, dated tlie 13Ui 
ultimo, inquiring how ceri-ain articles composed of amber, &c., imj^rted 
at your port, ami referred to in warehouse entry No. 1038, should be 
classified. 

From an mspection of the samples accomi)anying yoiu' letter, it ap- 
pears that the articles consist of necklaces of amber beads, and of amber- 
bead crosses, formed on a brass base, some of the^osses being attached 
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to necklaces ae pendauts, by a simple tliread of cotton, or similar 
material. 

In reply, yon are informed tliat the necklaces should be admitted 
free, under the provisi^wi in the free list for "ainl>er beads," and that 
the value of tlie c«>8«es may be separated from that of tlie neckliices, 
and duties be levitMl thoixH)ii, at the mte of iW i>er cent, ad valorem, 
under the prnvision in Schetlule E, tor manut^ictiu*es of brass and other 
metals. 

Tlie ssimples forwar<led by you are here>vith returned. 
Very resiwetfully, 

By oilier: K. C. McOOKMICK, 



Collector op Citstoms, Chicagoy Jlh 



Amntan Searetary. 



(3300.) 
Cottath Bug9 — I>utif an. 

Tkeasuby Depabtment, October 12, 1877. 

Sib: Tlie Department is hi receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, 
transmitting i'ei)orts fri>iit the appraiser at your port and the collector 
of customs at San Francisco, in relation to a difi^eronce in opinion pd to 
tlie dutiable chai*acter t)f cei-t^un cotton carpet-rugs, transported from 
San Francisco to yom* iwrt. in bond. 

It api)ears that at San Francisco the said rugs were assessed with 
duty at the rate of 40 i>er cent, ad valorem, under tlie provision in 
Schedule L,(He3i, 1178,) for <»cariH5tiug8 of • • • cotton » • • 
40 per cent- ad valorem, and • • • rags • • • and other por- 
tions of caii)ets or carpetings shall be subjected to the rate of duty 
herein imiK>scHl on ciiqN^ts or caii)etings of like character or descrip- 
tion," while at your iH>Tt they are churned to be dutiable at tii^ rate of 
45 i>er cent. :ul vahu'em, under the fiirther provision in said sdiedale, 
which is as ft)llows: <^ And the duty on all othesr nigs * *• * shall be 
45 i>or cent, ml valoi-em." 

It is undei'stiKHl that the nigs in question are manu^ictnred firom 
cotton, and that they are similar in ch^iraeter to the cari>ets or carpet- 
uigs of cotton, which are dutiable at the rate of 4Q i>er cent, ad valorem. 

Tlie Department theivfore decides that the said rugs ariB dutiable at 
the itite of .40 i^ev cent, ad valoi'em, under the provision of law first 
mentioned. 
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Tou will therefore adjust the entry at your port in accordance with 
the classification as made at San Francisco, which^ it may be stated, 
is concurred in by the officers of the customs at New York. 
The entry is herewith returned. 

Very resi)ectfiilly, 

By order: R 0. McCORMIOK, 

Assistant Secretary, 

OOLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, BostOUy MosS. 



(3391.) 

Fersanat-EoBpense Accounts. 

Treasury Department, 
0ffi4ie Supervising Inspector- General of Steamboats j 

Washington, D. C, October 13, 1877. 

Unit^ States supervising and local inspectors of steam-vessels, 
after this date, will present their accounts for disbursements for trav- 
elling and incidental expenses monthly, instead of quarterly, as here- 
tofore. Their attention is specially directed to Department circular of 
August 1, 1874, which must be strictly observed to insure a prompt 
settlement of their accounts. 

Under those instructions they will make on the inside sheet of the 
personal-expense account an itemized statement of every expenditure 
under its proper date, accompanied by receipted bills as vouchers, in 
every cajse except for travel by public conveyance. 

They must state the points from and to which they have travelled, 
and indicate by initials the railroad or railroads, and by name the 
steamboat or steamboats by which they have travelled, choosing 
always the most direct routes consistent with economy and prompt- 
ness. Sui)ervising inspectors, before approving the accounts of their 
local inspectors, must assure themselves that the fares appearing in 
these accounts are those actually charged by the respective lines of 
travel. 

Hotel bills must indicate how many days are included therein, and 

the price per diem. 

JAS. A. DUMONT, 

Supervising Inspector-General. 
Approved: John Sherman, 

Secretary. 
Inspectors of Steam- Vessels. 
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(3392.) 

Checks of U. 8. Treasurer lost in Transmission. 

Treasury Department, October 17, 1877. 

Sir: I enclose herewith, for such action as you may deem proper 
under the circumstances as stated therein, a lettfer fix)m the Second Na- 
tional Bank, Washington D. 0., dated 2d instant, with its enclosure, in 
which the bank requests to be advised whether any guaran^e or indem- 
nity other than that of a bond executed by a regularly constituted 
attorney residing in the United States, of Eosa Louisa Bankes, of Eng- 
land, can be accepted by the Department as security for the issue by 
you of a duplicate interest-check in her favor for $526 25, in lieu of the 
original, alleged to have been lost. 

By commercial law, lapse of time is sufficient evidence in'itself of the 
loss of a negotiable check. It is of the highest public importance that 
the payment of checks of the United States should have no conditions 
more onerous than the payment of commercial checks, and the Treasurer 
ought to issue a duplicate under circumstances which would justify a 
prudent banker in issuing a like duplicate, unless the law plainly- pro- 
hibits it. 

After the expiration of one year from the date of the original, and 
upon the affidavit of the payee, t)r owner of the check, that it has never 
been received, or has been received and is lost, and upon such other 
security and con<litions as the First Comptroller may think right to pre- 
scribe, such as the guarantee of a bank or banker of established credit, 
against liability on the original check, and the statement of the office 
on which drawn that the original has not been and will not be paid, I 
would deem that the Treasurer had exercised such reasonable diligence 
to prevent loss as would justify him in issuing a duplicate, and I would 
advise that it be done. This opinion, as a matter of course, will not 
relieve the Treasurer from technical liability, but if such a case should 
ever arise there is scarcely a doubt but that Congress would at once 
grant relief. 

It is far better that the Treasurer should pay a check twice than that 
the holders of our securities should be compelled to submit to the loss 
of a check under these circumstances. 

The cashier of the bank has been advised of the disposition of his 

letter, and a copy of this letter has been sent him. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHF SHEEMAN, 

Secretary. 
Hon. Jas. Gilfillan, Treasurer U. S. 
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(3393.) 
Calf 'hair Shoes— Duty on. 

Treasury Department, October 19, 1877. 

Sir: This Department is in receiptof your lett<3r, dated tlie 26tli of 
September liust, ti*ansmitting the apx>eal (5851 e) of Messrs. Hecht Bros, 
from your assessment of duties at the rat^js of 50 ceut« per pound and 
40 per cent ad valorem on, certain so-called felt and leather shoes im- 
ported into your port, per "Calima," August 11, 1877. 
- The parties claim thfit the shoes are composed of calf-hair, and do 
not contain any wool, and that they are dutiable at the rate of 30. per 
cent, ad valorem only. 

From your i*eport, and an inspection of the samples submitted, the 
Department is satisfied that the articles are dutiable at 50 cents per 
pound and 40 per cent ad valorem, whether classified a<5cor(lhig to the 
return of the appraiser, as ''wool clothing,'' or as "wool and hair wear- 
ing apparel," or, under the decision of the Depai*tment, dated October 
2Qj 1876, (Synopsis 3011,) as wearing apparel of calf-hair, assimilating 
to woollen wfciring apparel. 

Your decision is theiiifore atfinned. 

The samples i-efened to above are returned under another cover. 
Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Asaiatant Secretary. 

OoLLECJTOR OF CUSTOMS, 8an Franciscoy OaL 



(3394.) 
Toys — Whktling Dolls of India Enhher. 

Treasury Departjuent, October 19, 1877. 

Sir : The Departjuont is in receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, 
transmitting the appeal (5989 e) of Strasburger, Pfeiffer & Co. ft*om 
your decision assessing duty at the mte of 50 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain India-rubber dolls, imported per "Barbary," August 7,1877, 
which the imiwrtijrs chiim to be dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent, ad 
valorem, under the pronsion in Schedule M, for "dolls.'' 

Tlie samx)le submitt-ed is an India-nibber figure of a baby with a 
whistle attached, wldcli makes a noise by pressure of the fingers on 
the body of the figure. 
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These .articles are not commercially known ju:** dolls," but as "wliist- 
ling babies," and beiujr somcwliat similar to the India rubber "bathing 
dolls or babies," which were decided by the Department on the 24th of 
October, 1873, (not published,) to be dutiable at the rate of 50 \>ov cent, 
lul ViihmMii, jis " toys," ai'e held to have Ihh^u puoperly cla**sified as such. 
Your decision is therefore aflirmed. 

Very resiwctfuUy, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



COLLKCTOR OF Cl^ST03lS, I^CIV Yorl'. 



Asuhtant Secretary. 



Salicylate of Sodium — Dvty on. 

Trkasury Department, October 20, 187,7. 

Sir: Tins Department is in receipt of your letter of the 22d ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (5703c) of Powers & AVeightnmn from your 
assessment of duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valoi-em on ceilain 
salicylate of sixlium, imported by them pt^r '< Neckar," August 24, 1877, 
the appellants claiming to enter the same at the rate of 20 per cent, 
under the provision in Scliedule M, Eeviaed Statutes, for " preparations 
of salts iu>t otherwise provided for." 

The inspector of drugs at your port, ix^ports that the article in ques- 
tion is used principally as a medicine in typhoid and rheumatic fevers, 
and that it was therefore classified as subject to duty at the rate of 40 
per cent., under the provision in Schedule 31, Kevised Statutes, for 
" medicinal preparations not otherwise provided for^" 

The Dei)artnuMit is of opinion that such classiti cation was conect, 

and your assessuu^Jit of duty is therefore aOirmed. 

Yery resi)ectfully, 

By order: H.. F. FREKCH, 

Asmhiant Secretary. 
OoLLKCTOR OF OrsTOMS,.P///7rtff(7j)7/ia, Pa. 



(3300.) 
Brimsto)ie'^T>i(ty on. 

Treasury Department, October 24, 1877. 

Sir: The DepartnuMit is in receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
reporting further on the appeal (5047 f) i)f Messrs. Ohiules F. Hardy & 
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Ck). from your assessment of duty at the rate of ten dollars ($10) per 
ton on certain brimstone imported by th,em, per ^^Arlninia J." and 
/^Bosina Brono," in Jnne last, and claimed to be exempt fix>m duty as 
"crude brimstone." 

The report of the appraiser, accompanying your letter, shows that 
the article has been subjected to a very careful sublimation, apparently 
"releasing the sulphur fix>m all foreign matter," and that it was con- 
tained in strong, tight casks; and his report, dated the 30th of July 
last, states that it was invt)iced at £8.10 sterling per ton, and that 
crude Sicily brimstone is imported in bulk at ^m one-half to two- 
thirds of that sum per ton. 

The decision of the Department, dated the 28th of November last, : 
(Synopsis 3032,) states that crude brimstone is always shipped in bulk, 
and that refined brimstone is that obtained from the crude brimstone 
by the process of vaporization and sublimation. 

In view of the fact that ^he article in question has been sublimated, 
and that its price, and manner of shipment, indicate that it is not the 
crude brimstone of commerce, your decision, assessing duty thereon iat 
the rate of $10 per ton, is hereby af^rmed. 

Yery respectfully, 

H. R FEENCH, 



CoLLECTOE OF CUSTOMS, New YorJc. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3397.) 
Exportoibion of Orain Imported from Canada in Sealed Cars. 

Treasuby Department, October 24, 1877. 

Sir: This Department is in receipt of an inquiry, whether grain 

arriving at your port from Canada for exportation in cars sealed by a 

consular of&cer of the United States,, under the regulations established 

by the circular instructions of the Department dated the 27th of' Ko- 

rember last, may be exported under a combined entry for warehouse 

and immediate exportation, as provided for in article 704 of the Eegu- 

lations of 1874. 

The Department perceives no objection to the application of the article, 
cited to such shipments of any merchandise in transit as aforesaid, 
and hereby authorizes the same when the intention to export the mre- 
chandise immediately is shown by the invoice and manifest, the bill of 
lading, or other evidence, as prescribed in said article. 

Yery respectfully, 

H. F. FRENCH, 



OOLLBOTOR OF CUSTOMS, NcW YorJc. 



Assistant Secretary^ 
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(3398.) 
Artifieidl FUmerSy SUk Chief Value — Duty an. 

Tbeasuby Depabthent, October 26, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (5799 e) of Mr. Charles A. Hastings.' fix>m yoor 
assessment of duty at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valdrem on certain 
artificial flowers imported by him, per "Parthia,'' August 13, 1877, and 
claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem, 
under the provision for <^ artificial flowers.'' 

The appraiser reports that the flowers in question are composed of 
silk, rubber, cotton, and iron-wire; that the value of the cotton is leas 
than 25 per cent, of the total value, and that silk is the component 
material of chief value. 

The flowers are therefore subject to duty at the rate of 60 per cent, 
ad valorem, under the provisions of section 1, act of t'ebruary 8, 1875, 
and your assessment of duty thereon is hereby affirmed. 

In reply to the allegation of the importer that similar flowers are 
entered at Kew York at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem, I transmit 
herewith a copy of a report on the subject, dated the 18th inst., from 

the appraiser at that port. 

Yery respectftdly. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



Collector of Customs, Bostonj Mass. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3399.) 
Toys — Sarmoni4S€iS und Metdlqphones. 

Treasuby Department, October 26, 1877. 

Sir r The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, 
submitting the appeal (6190 e) of W. A. Harwood and (6191 e) of Stras- 
burger, Pfeiffer & Co. from your assessment of duty at the rate Of 50 
per cent, ad valorem on certain harmonicas and metalophones, imported 
by them per "Bhein,'' August 6, and " Triehandel,'' August 23, 1877, 
respectively, and claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 30 per 
cent, ad valorem, as " musical instruments." 

In reference to the harmonicas, the appraiser reports that they were 
claasifled for duty as "toys," ia.accord£»ice with liie Department's 
decision of June 20, 1876, (Synopsis 2869,) and your assessment of duty 
thereon is therefore affirmed. 
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In reference to the metalophones, whicli embraced 122 dozen instm- 
ments, he reports that two dozen in ca»e No. 629, and eighteen dozen 
in cases Nqs. 630 and 633, were instrnments embracing the complete 
diatonic scale, and were entitled to entry at the rate of 30 per cent, ad 
valorem, as >^ musical instruments." 

Your assessment of duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on the 
other instruments included in the importation, and which do not em- 
brace full octaves, being in accordance with the Department's decision 
of the 24th instant, on a similar appeal of said parties, is hereby 
affirmed. 

You are authorized to reac\ju8t the entry of the twenty dozen instru- 
ments, above specified, at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem, in con- 
formity with the report of the appraiser, and to forward a certified 
statement for the refund of the excess of duties exacted thereon. 
Very resi)ectfully, 

By order : H. F. FEENCH, 



OoLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3400.) 
Barley — No Allowance for Loss by Cleansing, 

Teeasuey Department, October 26, 1877. 

Sib: The Department is in receipt of your reports of the 8th and 
18th instant, in relation to certain importations of barley at your port, 
which, on being transferred, on arrival, by elevator to a canal-boat for 
transportation, or to a bonded bin for storage, was subjected to a 
cleansing process termed "blowing," thereby reducing the weight, and 
inquiring whether duties should be levied on the original or the reduced 
weight. 

In reply I have to state that any allowance for such reduction in 
weight would be in the nature of an allowance for drafb, which is in 
terms forbidden by the statute. (See section 2898, Revised Statutes.) 

Duties should, therefore, be assessed on the weight of the barley bs 
found on arrivaL 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

A,ssistant Secretary. 

OOLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, OsWCgOy N. Y. 
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(3401.) 
Newispa^pers Imported by MaxL 

Treasury Department, October 27, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 10th 
instant, relating to a request by S. Bosenstem, M. D., that newspapers 
from Germany, transmitted to him by post, may be. detLvered without 
detention. 

It appears that they are daily publications relating to his profession, 
forwarded each week, in one wrapper, for his personal use, and not 
for sale. 

The Department perceiv.es no objection, under the circumstances, to 

the delivery of the papers without the exaction of any penaltiy, or of 

duties; and you are authorized to take action accordingly in this case, 

as well as in others similar. 

Very respectftdly. 

By ordOT: H. F. FRENCH, 

Amstant Secretary. 
OoLLEOTOR OP CUSTOMS, 8an FrandseOy CdL 

(3402.) 
Tonnage-Taa on Spanish Vessels, 

Treasury Department, October 29, 1877. 

The following telegram to the Department of State, fh)m the Minis- 
ter of the United States at Madrid, dated October 27, 1877, has been 
communicated to this Department, viz: 

<<The Minister of State assures me that no differential duties are 
levied in any Spanish port, peninsular or colonial, on American vessels." 

In pursuance of this assurance, that American vessels, in Spanish 
ports, pay no other or higher duties on tonnage than Spanish vessels, 
h^reafber, only 30 cents per ton, tiOnnage-tax, will be collected on Span- 
ish vessels in American ports. 

Collectors of customs are authorized and directed to transmit certified 
statements in all cases of the exaction at their iK)rts, under protest, of 
tonnage-tax on Spanish vessels, at the rate of 80 cents per ton, in order 
that the excess of 50 cents per ton may be refunded. 

JOHN SHBBMAN, 

Secretary. 
Coixbotors op Customs and others. 
29 
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(3403.) 
Cocoa wnd Chocolate — Classification of. 

Teeasuby Department, October 29, 1877. 

Sir: Eeferring to Department's decision of the 10th ultimo, on the 
appeal (3083 e) of Messrs. Githeus & Eexsamer from your assessment of 
duty at the rate of 5 cents per pound on an importation of merchandise 
classified as chocolate, in which it was stated that the question of the 
distinction between chocolate and cocoa would be referred to the gen- 
eral appraisers for report, I have to state that such reference was made, 
and that a reply has been received. 

In their report the general appraisers state that, while recogidzing 
the difficulty of establishing a well-deHned distinction between the two 
articles, they have arrived at the conclusion that "those preparations 
of < cocoa' which do not contain, to any appreciable degree, the cocoa- 
butter, whether they contain sugar or not, should be classified as 
' cocoa,' and pay duty at two cents per pound; while those preparations 
of 'cocoa' which do contain, to any appreciable degree, the cocoa- 
butter, whether sweetened or not, whether in the form of cakes or 
tablets, paste or powder, should be classified as choc^olate, and pay 
duty at the rate of five cents per pound." 

The Department adopts these views, and hereby instructs you to 

govern your future action accordingly. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, Philadelphia^ Pa. 



(3404.) 
Monthly Reports of Business. 

Treasury Department, October 30, 1877. 

In making monthly reports of business transacted, required by arti- 
cle 1167 of tha.Treasury Eegulations, collectors of customs will use the 
enclosed form, (Catalogue No. 202,) commencing with the month of 
October, 1877. The blanks of this number heretofore furnished by the 
Department must not be used. 

The reports must be forwarded as soon as practicable after the close 
of each month, and sliould,.in no instance, be delayed more than ten 
days after the close of the month. 

JOHN SHBEMAN, 

Secreto^. 

Collectors of Customs. 
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TO OOLLEOTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



Teeasury Depabtment, 

WashingUm^ D. C, December 1, 1877. 
The following Dedsions of the Department for the month of Novem- 
ber, 1877, upon the construction to be given to Acts of Congress, relating 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are published herewith 
for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

JOHN SHEEMAN, 

Secretary, 



(3405.) 
Candles made of Mineral Wax^-Buiy on. 

Tkeasuky Department, I^ovemher 1, 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, 
submitting the api>eal (6265 c) of Messrs. H. K. and F. B. Thnrber & Co. 
from your assessment of duty at the rate of 8 cents i)er pound on cer- 
tain candles imported, by them, per "Gellert,'' August 29, 1877, and 
claimed to be entitled to entry at the rate of 2J cents per pound, under 
the provision in Schedule M, Eevised Statutes, for "all other caudles.'^ 

From the report of the appraiser, it appears that the candles in ques- 
tion are made of ceresine, or mineral wax, and that they were classified 
for duty at the rate of 8 cents per pound, under the provision in the 
schedule above meptioned for wax candles. 

The Department is of opinion that the provision for wax candles em- 
braces candles made of any variety of wax, and is not limited to those 
made of beeswax. 

Your assessment of duty thereon is hereby affirmed. 
Yerj respectfully, 

R. C. MoCORMICK, 



OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, ITcw York. 
30 



Acting Secretary. 
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(3406.) 

Books and Blanks — Changes in. 

Treasubt Dbpaetment, November 2, 1877. 

The following changes, corrections, &c., have been made in the Cat- 
alogue of Books and Blanks since its publication, in January last: 

I. On page 4, afber the. sixth paragraph, insert the following: Form 
2S5b is to be used only at the ports of Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Kew Orleans, and San Francisco. 

II. Insert after the word "of," in title of No. 13, page 7, "account 
of.^ 

III. Strike out No. 386 and the note relating thereto, on page 8. 
Ko. 38 a will hereafter be used at all ports. ^ 

IV. Insert the word "expenses" after the word "purchases," in the 
title of No. 90, page 10. 

Y. Insert the following after 1165, on page 10: 116. Youcherfor 
fumitore and repairs of furniture for public buildings; (blank.) 117. 
Youcher for fuel, light, water, and miscellaneous items for public 
buildings; (blank.) 

Yl. Ci title of No. 126, page 11, insert afber the word "deposits" the 
following words: "For unascertained duties." 

YII. Insert the foUowing after No. 227, page 14: 228. Eetum of 
fdmitui-e and fixtures; (blank.) 

YIII. Strike out Nos. 248 and 256, page 15. 

IX. Insert the following after No. 369 «, page 21: 370. Eecord of 
statements of classification of expenditures, Eevenue-Marine Service. 
371. Becord of consul's certificates to certified invoipes. 

X. Strike out title of No. 395, page 22, and insert the following in 
lieu thereof: Eeceipt for duties and fees; (blank.) (To be used only at 
the ports of New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, San Francisco, 
and New Orleans. 

XI. Strike out Nos. 396, 397, and 398, page 22. 

XII. Strike out title of No. 399, page 22, and insert the following in 
lieu thereof: 399a. Eeceipts for duties and fees; book with stubs; 60 
receipts. 3995. Eeceipts for duties and fees; book with stubs; 25 
receipts. (To be used at ports other than New York, Philadelphia, 
Boston, Baltimore, San Francisco, and New Orleans.) 

XIII. Insert the follomng after No. 432, page 25: 432 J. Abstract of 
damaged merchandise and allowances thereon; (book and blank.) 

XIV. Strike out No. 490, page 27, and insert the following in lieu 
thereof: 490. Permit to unlade cargo of vessel in distress; (blank.) 

XY. Change title of No. 491 to read as follows: 491 a. Certificate of 
payment of tonnage duty; (book with stubs, 50 leaves.) 4915. Certifi- 
cate of payment of tonnage duty; (book with stubs, 10 leaves.) 

XYI. Strike out No. 493, page 27. 

XYII. Strike out Nos. 552, 553, 654, and 555, pages 29 anA 30, and 
insert the following in lieu thereof: 552a. Index of registers; double- 
cap; 8 quires. 5525. Index of registers; double-cap; 5 quires. 553a. 
Index of enrolments; double-cap; 8 quires. 6535. Index of enrolments; 
double-cap; 5 quires. 554a. Index of licenses above 20 tons; double- 
cap; 8 quires. 5545. Index of licenses above 20 tons; double-cap; 5 
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quires. 5o5a. Index of licenses under 20 tons; double-cap; 8 quires. 
5oob. Index of licenses under 20 tons; double-cap; 5 quires. 

XVI II. Strike out Nos. 504 a, 504 &, 505^a, 5056, 50^5 c, and 505 <f, on 
pa^e 30, and insert the following after No. 500, same page : 507. Record 
of endorsements of change of masters. 

XIX. Insert "book and'' before "blank" after title of Ko. 028, page 
33. 

XX. Substitute "inspector'' for "importer" in title of No. 708, page 
39. 

XXI. Stiike out "and blank" after titles of Nos. 779 and 780, page 
39. 

XXII. Strike out Ko. 798, page 40. 

XXIII. Insert the following after Xo. 812, on page 41: 813. Notice 
to collector of internal revenue that export entry for drawback has 
been filed ; (Treasury- Drawback liegulations of August IS, 1877, Series 
7, No. 13, Internal Kevenue;) blank. 814. Debenture bond; (Form E, 
Treasury Drawback liegulations of August 18, 1877, Series 7, No. 13, 
Internal Revenue;) book. 815. Certiftcate of exportation; (Form F, 
Tiea^ury Drawback Regulations of August- 18, 1877, Series 7, No. 13, 
Internal Revenue;) l)ook. 

XXIV. Insert the following after No. 853, page 42: 853^. Record of 
errors in entricis from the collector's office. 853.^. Memorandum of dif- 
ferences on liquidation of entries; (book.) 

XXV. Change titles of Nos. 902 and 909, page 4^5, to read as follows: 
902. Seizing-officer's report of seizure; (blank.) 909. Report of dis- 
tilled si>irits, wines, and teas imported in vessel; (blank.) 

XXVI. Strike out No. 931, page 44. 

XXVII. Insert the following on page 44, after d^od: 945 e. Ganger's 
dock-book; 75 leaves. 945/. Ganger's dock-book; 00 leaves. 945^. 
Ganger's dock-book ; 40 lea.ves. 

XXVIII. Insert the following on page 45, after No. 952 : 953 a. Certifi- 
cate of tonnage, American vessel; (blank.) 953 ft. Certificate of ton- 
nage, foreign vessel ; (blank.) 954 a. Tonnage admeasurement, 17 sec- 
tions; (blank.) 954 &. Tonnage admeasurement, 13 sections; (blank.) 
954c. Tonnage admeasurement, 10 sections; (blank.) 954 d^ Record 
of tonnage admeasurement; (book,) 5 quires. 954 d^. Record of ton- 
nage admeasurement; (book,) 3 quires. 955. Memorandum of dimen- 
sions taken in admeasiu-eraeut of vessel; (blank.) 950. Suez-Canal 
special- tonnage certificate; (blank.) 

XXIX. Insert the following on page 47, after No. 1000: lOOOJ. 
Re<]nisition on Dei)artnient for stationery. 

XXX. Change description of Nos. 1009, 1070, and 1072, page 49, to 
read as follows: 1009. Cap index book, 3 quires; flexible cover. 1070. 
Cap index book, 2 quires; fiexible cover. 1072. Cap index book, 3 
quires; half-Russia, plain. 

Officers are requeste<l to make the corrections, indicated above in 
each coi)y of the Catalogue (including the index) in use in their respec- 
tive offices, and to use kucIi correxited Catalogues in making requisitions 
hereafter, until otherwise directed. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary, 
Collectors and other Officers of the Customs. 
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(3407.) 
Alloys of MetaL^Dwty on. 

Treasuby Depabtment, November 8, 1877. 

Sie: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, 
fbrther r^itihg on the appeal (5854 «) of James Fraser from your 
decision assessing duty at the rate of 2 oents per pound (as lead in 
pigs) on certain so-called hard metal, imported by hii^ per <' Somerset," 
June 29, 1877, which he claims to be dutiable at the rate of 20 per 
cent, ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule B, for " metal un- 
manufacttired, not otherwise provided for.'' 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser, and frx)m the 
statement of Toney & Eaton, who made an assay, that the metal is an 
alloy or manufactured article composed of lead 57.5, antimony 4.2, and 
tin 38 per cent. 

This metal, not being unmanufactured or in a crude state, cannot be 
dassifled under the provision of law claimed by the imi)orter. As it 
is composed in great part of lead, and is not specifically enumerated, 
the Department concurs in the opinion expressed by the appraiser that 
it is dutiable at the rate of 2 cents per pound, as "lead in pigs," under 
section 2499 Eevised Statutes, which provides that on all articles man- 
u£ftctured from two or more materials, the duty shall be assessed at 
the highest rate at which any of its component parts i^ay be chargeable. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

Yery respectfidly, 

JOHN SHEEMAN, 

Secretary. 
COLLECTOE OF CUSTOMS, Kew Y(yrk. 



(3408.) 
Fees — How Payable. 

Teeasuey Department, November 9, 1877. 

Sm: Your letter of the 30th ultimo, jstating that the fees at your 
port are usually paid in silver coin, although a portion is paid in 
currency, and that the assistant treasurer proposes to issue currency- 
certificates for such deposits covering both coin and cuitency, which 
would not correspond with the books of your office, has been received. 

As the law does not require the payment of such fees in coin^ and as 
you have recdved currency for a portion of them, it is presumed that 
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the silver mentioned was received by you in lieu of currency ; and the 
certificates, therefore, should be issued accordingly. 

It is suggested that hereafter you take currency-certificates for all 
amounts of silver deposited by you which has been received in Heu of 
currency, making the necessary entries in your accounts to agree with 
the &M$ts in the case, and take coin-certificates only for amounts of gold 
<5oin deposited, and for such silver as may have been received by you 
in payment of duties, or for any other account, payment of which is by 
law required to be made in coin. 

In other words, silver received in lieu of currency will be treated 
precisely as currency, and silver received as coin will be treated as coin 
in all your accounts; and the same rule will be followed by the as- 
sistant treasurer in receiving your deposits and issuing certificates 

therefor. 

Yery respectfdlly, 

JOHK SHEEMAN, 

'Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, San Francisco^ Cal 



(3409.) 
Remp Ba{f8 Embroidered in WooU^JDuty an, 

Tkbasubt Department, November 9, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, 
further reporting on the appeal (5902 e) of Messrs. Henry Levy & Son 
^om your decision assessing duty at the rate of 50 cents per pound and 
35 per cent, ad valorem on certain manila bags, embroidered with 
worsted, imported per "Yille de Paris," July 12, 1877, which the appel- 
lants claim are dutiable at the rate of 30 per cent, ad valorem. 

It appears, upon an inspection of a sample and from the special report 
of the appraiser, that the goods in question consist of hemp bags, em- 
broidered with worsted, the worsted portion being an important char- 
acteristic feature and adding largely to the value of the bagi^. 

They appear to be similar in character to the goods, which by 
Departinent's rulings of March 6, 1875, (Synopsis 2134,) and February 9, 
1877, (Synopsis 3103,) were held to be dutiable at the rate of 60 cents 
per pound and 35 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule 
L, for "all manufactures of every description composed whoUy or in 
part of worsted." 

Your decision is hereby aflftrmed. 
The sample is returned. 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 

AsHstant Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, New York. 
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(3410.) 
Crude Oxide of Manganese — Duty on. 

Treasurv Department, Xoveniher 10, 1877. 

Sir: Tlie Departinont is in receipt of your letter of the 12tli ultimo^ 
ti*ansimtting- theapi)eal (0007 e) of MoUer & Seliumaim fiom your decis- 
ion assessini:^ duty at' the rate of 20 per ceut. ad valorem on certain so_ 
called oxide of manganese, imported per "Neckar," July 9 last, which 
the importers claim to be exemx)t from duty. 

It appears from the special report of the ai>praiser that an analysis 
of a sample shows that the nierchandise is not either of the oxides of 
manganese which are known to commerce, and which are comprised 
within the nieaning of that tevia as used in th(& " free list," but that it 
is a chemical salt in the fonn of a white i>owder, diftering, both in 
appearance (all the oxi<les of manganese being black or colored) and 
composition, from the said oxides. 

The article, being a chemical salt not otherwise provided for, was 
properly subjected to duty at tlie rate aforesaid, under the provision 
in Schedule M, (Heyl, 1334,) for mineral substances in a crude state 
not otherwise provided for. 

Your decision is therefore affirmed. 

Very respectfidly, 

By order: H. F. FEENCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 

Collector of Customs, N'ew Tark. 



(3411.) 
Wooden Pipe-Blocks — Duty on. 

Treasury Departivient, November 13, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 11th instant^ 
submitting the appeal (6394 e) of Mr. F. J. Kaldenberg from your 
assessment of duty, at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem, on cei-tain 
brierwood pipe-blocks imi)orted by him per "Tyrian,'' September 12,. 
1877 — the appellant claiming that said blocks are entitled to entry at 
the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, as " wood manufactured, not other- 
wise provided for," or at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem, as a 
"raw or unmanufactured article." 

From the report of the appraiser, and an inspection of the sample 
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submitted, it appears that the articles in question are blocks of wood 
roughly sawed int a form from which smoking-pipes are manufactured. 
The Department is of opinion that the blocks in question are entitled 
to entry at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in 
Schedule K, for "wood unmanufactured not otherwise provided for;'' 
and you are therefore authorized to adjust the entry accordingly, and 
to forward a certified statement for the refund of the excess of duties 
exacted thereon. 

Yery respectfully, 

By order: R. C. MoCORMICK, 

As8ist€mt Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OF CUSTOMS, J^ew York. 



(3412.) 
Extra/st of Chestnut not PyrogaUic Acid. 

Trbasuby Department, November 12^ 1877. 

Sm: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, 
submitting the appeal (6392 e) of Mr. J. 0. Stevens from your assess- 
ment of duty at the rate of 10 per cent, ad valorem on certain so-called 
pyrogallic acid, imported per '^Raf^Ue Ligure,^ June 21, 1877, and 
which is claimed by the importer to be exempt from duty under the 
provision in the free list of the Revised Statutes for <^all acids of every 
description used for chemical and manufacturing purposes, not other- 
wise provided for.'' It appears from the special report of the appraiser 
that the merchandise in question is not the pyrogallic acid of com- 
merce, but an article used in dyeing, known as " extract of chestnut,'' 
and, as such, is dutiable under the provision of the tariff for "logwood, 
and other dye-woods, extracts, and decoctions, at 10 per cent." 

^n the opinion of the Department, your classification of the article 
upon the above return of the appraiser, as an " extract of dye-wood," 
was correct, and is hereby affirmed. 

Yery respectfully, 

By order: R. 0. MoCORMICK, 



Collector of Customs, yew York. 



AasUtant Secretary. 
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(3413.) 
TJndervaluati(m — Short Shipment Deducted, 

Trbasubt Dbpabtment, November 13, 1877. 

Sra: The Department is iu receipt of your letter of the 27th of Sep- 
tember last, transmitting the appeal (5852^) of J. P. Olabrough & Bros, 
from your decision assessing additional duty of 20 per cent, on certain 
guns imported per "Golima,'' August 11, 1877. 

The invoice comprises certain guns and gun-cases. The invoice 
value of the whole was $1,599 45. This value was advanced, on ap- 
praisement, to $1,960 58, and on reappraisement the dutiable value 
was fixed at $1,749 60. Two gun-cases specified in the invoice were 
short-shipped, and were not found on opening the cases. Taking the 
value of other gun-cases included in the invoice, and which actually 
arrived, the value of the cases short-shipped was computed to be $25 06« 

The merchant appraisers who appraised these goods state that, in 
arriving at the value of $1,749 60, they excluded the items for gun- 
cases, $25 06, and found the value of $1,749 60 as the dutiable value 
of the goods which were actually imported. 

The invoice and entered value of the goods actually imported was 
$1,599 45, less $25 06, the value of the cases short-shipped, which 
makes the entered value of the goods imported $1,574 39. 

The value found on reappraisement wg»8, therefore, more than ten 
I)er cent, above the entered value of the goods actually imported; and, 
under these circumstances, the additional duty of 20 per cent, accrued, 
under section 2900, Bevised Statutes. 

Your decision is therefore afl&rmed. 

The invoice Submitted is herewith returned. 
Yery respectfully, 

By order: E. C. MoOORMICK, 

Assistant Secretary. 

CoLLBCTOB OF CUSTOMS, San Francisco^ CaL 



(3414.) 
Hawaiian Sheepfilcins — Wool on, dutiable. 

Treasury Department, November 14, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 9th of October 
last, enclosing an invoice of twenty bales of sheepskins imported by 
Williams, Blanchard & Co., per the "Zealander," from Honolulu, Sand- 
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wich Islands, and inquiring whether the wool on the skin, as well as 
the sMns themselves, are to be admitted free of duty under the Ha- 
waiian Treaty, and the law passed in pursuance thereof, dated the 15th 
of August, 1876. 

Schedule L, Eevised Statutes, imposes upon wool on the skin the 
same rate of duty as on other wools, and the same schedule imposes 
on sheepskins, raw and unmanul'actured, imi>orted with the wool on, 
washed or unwashed, 30 per cent, ad valorem on the skins alone. 

The Hawaiian Treaty exempts from duty all hides and skins un- 
dressed, the product of the Hawaiian Islands, and the question pre- 
sented is, whether the skins and the wool are, in the light of the 
treaty, to be regarded as an entirety, or whether the exemption from 
duty shall be extended only to the skins. 

It is the opinion of the Department that the exemption from duty 
accorded by the treaty to hides and skins undressed does not extend 
to the wool on the skin, in view of the special provision for wool on the 
skin found in the Revised Statutes. The wool on the skin should 
therefore be assessed with the same rate of duty as other wools. 

The invoice and accompanying documents are herewith returned. 
Yery respectftilly, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

OoLLEOTOB OP OusTOMS, 8an FrandsoOj OdL 



(3415.) 
Ballast — When Dutiable. 

Trbasitby Department, November 14, 1877. 

Sir: It has been represented to the Department that the practice 
now in force at your port, requiring the rei)ort of the appraiser as to 
the dutiable character of ballast, before permitting landing of the 
same, is attended with great inconvenience to parties interested, and 
without conferring any special advantage upon the revenue. 

Your report of the 4th of June last, states your objections to grant- 
ing a request of parties interested for a modification of the existing 
practice upon the ground that the concession would put upon an in- 
spector in charge of an importing vessel the duty imposed by law upon 
the United States appraiser of determining the value, ifuny, of ballast. 

I understand that in very few cases, if any, has any duty been col- 
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looted upon ballast whioli partijBR have elaimed was of no mercantile 
value. 

Upon a thorough examination of the case, the Department prescribes 
the following regulations: Where claim is made that the ballast on 
board a vessel is of no mercantile value, an affidavit setting forth such 
claim, describing the ballast, and stating that it is of no mercantile 
value shall be required from the owner or master of the vessel. Should 
such affidavit show that the ballast is of the ordinary character, 
which is not imported as merchandise, permit will be issued for the 
discharge of the baUast. The inspector in charge of the vessel will be 
required to make an examination, and if he finds it to be ordinary bal- 
last, not possessing any appreciable mercantile value, it will be dis- 
charged without the formahty of issuing, ah order for appraisement by 
the appraiser. The inspector will make a written report of the action 
taken in each case. 

Should any fraud ui)on the revenue be committed, or attempted to 
be committed, under color of these regulations, you will pleas'3 report 
the facts in the case to the Department. 
Yery respectfully. 



JOHN SHERMAN, 



Collector of Customs, Ifeto York. 



(34X6.) 
God-liver Oil in bottles^ imported from Canada — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtmbnt, November 15, 1877. 

^m: The Department duly received your letter of the 17th ult., in 
which you submit the appeal of Jenkins & Adams from your decision 
assessing duty at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem on certain cod- 
liver oil imported by them per ^'Cortei^,'' July 16, 1877. 

The special report of the appraiser shows that the oil in question is 
put up in bottles and labelled as a medicinal preparation. Free entry 
of the article is claimed under the "Treaty of Washington,'' which ex- 
empts from duty flsh-oil the product of the Dominion of Canada and 
Prince Edward Island. Whether the oil in question is the product of 
Canada or of Prince Edward Island, the Department considers imma- 
terial in the case, as the provision in the treaty for fLsh-oil cannot be 
considered applicable to oil put up in bottles and labelled as a medici- 
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nal preparation, but is applicable only to the article commercially 
known as fisb-oil. 

Yoiir assessment of duty, having been in accordance with law, is 
hereby affirmed. 

Yery respectfully, 

JOHK SHERMAN, 

iSecrctary. 
Collector of Customs, N'ew YorJc, 



(3417.) 

Sampling and Weighing of Su^ar. 

Treasury Department, November 10, 1877. 

Section 2915 of Revised Statutes provides as follows : 

"Tlie Secretary of the Treasury shall, by regulation, prescribe and 
require tliat samples from i)ackages of siigai* shall be taken by the 
proper officers in such manner as to ascertain the true quality of such 
sugar; and the weights of. sugar imjyorted in casks or boxes shall be 
marked distinctly by the custom-house weigher, by scoring the figures 
indelibly on such package." 

Under this provision of law, it is directed that at least ten per centum 
of each importation of sugar shall be sampled, except when it is im- 
ported in mats or bags, when, if deemed proper, a less quantity can be 
sampled. 

The sampling shall, so far as practicalble, be done under the personal 
supervision of an examiner, who shall himself draw some samples from 
each cargo, and shall be held responsible by the appraiser for the strict 
and impartial enforcement of these regulations. 

When the samples representing the sugars of an invoice or entry are 
thus obtained, so as to represent a true average of the contents of the 
particular package, each shall be carefully compared with the Dutch 
standards to test the color for classification. Those of the same grade 
under the law shaU be classed together, and all packages contained in 
an invoice or entry shall be classified in color and rate of duty in that 
proportion which the sample packages, as examined and tested, repre- 
sent. 

Sugars shall always be regarded as '^ above" the test standard with 
which they are. being compared when they are lighter in color, even 
though they do not reach the next grade or standard i^bove that which 
establishes the rate of duty. 
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At ports where a number of samplers are employed no one sampler 
shall be continued at any particular wharf or dock, or be engaged upon 
the cargoes of any one firm longer than two weeks, but each sampler 
shall complete the sampling of any cargo upon which he may then be 
engaged before being transferred. 

Samples of sugai: shall be examined and passed upon by two experts 
in the appraiser's of&ce, and in case of disagreement between them as 
to the degree of color of such sugar according to the Dutch standard, 
the appraiser or some other oificer designated by him shall decide be- 
tween them. 

Samples of each cargo of sugar imported on and after the 1st day of 
December, 1877, shall be carefully preserved in glass bottles, labelled 
with the name of the importer, date of importation, whence imported, 
name of vessel, classification, and names of sampler and examiner. 
The bottles containing such samples shall be sent by the appraiser to 
the collector at the time the invoice is returned, and shall be publicly 
exhibited at the custom-house for at least one week thereafter. 

The weights of sugars imported in casks or boxes shall be marked 
distinctly as soon as the same are weighed by the United States weigher, 
branding on the head of the cask, or the comer of the box, the gross 
weight, tare, and net weight of the package. The branding wUl be 
done by means of hot-iron or copper figures. 

Section 2882 of the Ee\ised Statutes provides that inii)orted sugars 
which may be removed from the wharf without the consent of the proper 
officer, and before the quality and quantity has been ascertained and 
marked, shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any officer of the cus- 
toms or inspection. 

In pursuance of the authority therein contained, it is directed that 
sugars shall not be removed from the dock without the written consent 
of the collector for such deUvery, which consent shall not be given 
imtil the return of the weigher and appraiser shall have been made to 
the collector. 

Sugars removed from the wharf before such written consent shall be 
seized, and proceedings taken for forfeiture as required bv the section 
of law named. 

In order that undue delay in the delivery of sugars may not occur, 
the weighing and appraising officers will be required to make prompt 
return to the collector on invoices of sugars weighed, sampled, and 
classified by them. 

If any doubt arises as to correctness of the weight of any cargo of 
sugar, as shown by the weigher's return, the collector or sur\^eyor will, 
whenever practicable, order the same to be reweiglied. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

COIXBCTOBS Ain> OTHER OFFICERS OF THE CUSTOMS. 
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(3418.) 
Befwnd of Fees. 

Treasuby Department, JViwtfwfter 19, 1877. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, reporting upon 
the application for the refiind of excess of fees exacted at your port, 
under protest, on the schooner "Eva.'' 

It appears that you treated this vessel as if she was of one hundred 
tons burden, and charged her, for survey, $3, and entrance fee $2 60, 
and that the claim is for the refund of the difference between the fees 
chargeable upon a vessel of one hundred tons and those chargeable on 
one of less than one hundred tons. The register of the vessel shows 
her to be ninety-n,ine and fifty-four one-hundredth tons, liable to fees as 
follows, viz: Survey $1 50, and entrance fee $1 60; and the amount 
the Department is asked to refund is $2 60. You state that it is your 
practice, when the fraction of the ton is fifty or over, to call it a fiill 
ton, and when under fifty to take no notice of it; and, in this case, the 
vessel being ninety-nine and fifty-four one-hundredth tons, which is 
nearer one hundred than ninety-nine, you regarded her as one hundred 
tons, and exacted the fees accordingly. 

The Department is aware that, at some ports and under certain cir- 
cumstances, a practice exists of treating one-half, and less than one- 
half, as nothing, and anything over one-half as a whole. This is done, 
for instance, in computing hospital-money. It makes a difference of a 
few cent« only in any given case, and av*erages with sufftcient exact- 
ness, while it is a mutual saving of time to the oflftcials of the custom- 
house and the public. But section 2654 of the Kevised Statutes 
authorizes the charge of entrance fee, $2 50, only when the vessel is 
"of one hundred tons burden and upyj-ard." K she fall in any degree 
short of a hundred tons, the charge named by you is illegal, as, under 
the same section, the fee is fixed at $1 50 on vessels "under one hun- 
dred tons burden." The law also makes the surveyor's fee, on vessels 
less than one hundred tons, $1 50. 

In view of these facts, the claim of the appellant is a good one; and 
you are authorised to prepare and forward the usual certified statement 
in the case, in order that the money may be refunded. 

Yery respectfully, 

JOHN SHEKMAN, 

Secretary, 

CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Baltimore^ Md. 
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(3419.) 
Straic Baslctft Ihieil frith Wool — J)i(ft/ on. 

Triusuby DBPAuntKNT, Xovemhcr 10, 1877. 

Sir: The Dei>:vrtiiK>iit. is iii reciMpt of your lottor «>t* the VM\\ ini^tauty 
submitting the appeal (5709 c) of JVres»i-«. Dreyfiis &; 8ach« from yonr 
assessment of duty, ;vt the rate of 50 eiMits per pound and .*>5 i>er cent 
ail vahn*em, on ccutaiu baskets imiMuted by them \wv " Odt^*,'' September 
8, 1877, and chk<sili(Hl a« "baskets with worstinl endnoidery, vabie 
over 8(> t'ents per }>ound.'' 

¥vo\\\ an inspeetion t>f the sample submitted by tlu^ a.j>pellants, it ap- 
pears that the artieles in question aiv fancy straAv-baskets lined with 
worsted and onmmented with worsted end)roidery on one side, and the 
Department is of opinion that they were properly elassitiini for duty 
as alwve, under the provision in S<»hedule L, Kevised Statutes, for all 
" manufjMjtures of every desciiption, comi>osed wholly or in i>ai't of 
woi-sted." 

Your assessment of duty is therefore aftirmed. 
\\n'y n^spex'tfully, 

By order: II. 0. MoCOKJMIOK, 



Assistant S€Cf:etary. 



COLLECTOK OF CUSTOMS, Kew Yorl\ 



(;{420.) - 
Drawback on Clock- Spt'inxfs. 

Treasury Depart»d^:nt, ^Torc/w/^cr 20, 1877. 

Sir: The Depaiiiment ha« received yom* letter of the 10th instant, 
covering an application of Mr. Jere Abbott, for aUowance of drawback 
,on certain clock-springs, exported in Si>ptember last, to Canada. 

It appears that said clock-springs are manula<;tured wholly ot 
imported steel, and affe exported in a linished condition, rea<l>' feu* use 
in chwk-movements, and that the wastage of the impin-ted material 
necessarily iucuned in the. lum^ess of manufacture, annmnts to a fac- 
tion above 13 per cent, of the net weight of the exported springs. 

You are therefore authorized to allow on the clock-springs in ques- 
tion, a drawback equal to the tluty paid on the imi)orted nh\terial used 
in their manufacture, less i\w legal retention of 10 per centum. The 
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quantity of the material so nsecl shall be determined by adding to the 

net weight of the exported springs thirteiMi (13) per centum of such 

weight. 

Verj' resiKH'tiully, 

eTOlIN SlIKKMAN, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Oustoius, Boston, MaHH. • 



CM2L) 
PartiaUy-Manufacttired Keedles — Duty on. 

Treasury DEPARTansNT, Norember 21, 1877. 

Sir: Eefening to Department's letter to you of tlie 13th instant, in 
rehition to the appeal (5207 c) of William Mills & Son from yoiu- decision 
assessing duty, at the rates of $1 per thousand and 3o per cent, ad 
valorem, on cei-t-aiu needles imjioited i>er "llnssia," Julj' 19, 1877, 1 
have now to say that the s|>ecial report of the appraiser at your poit, 
mentioned in such letter, on the question, luis been received. 

It api)ears, ui>on an in8i)ection of siimples, that the needles in ques- 
tion iu*e not linished or reiidy for use, as the eyes have not been diilled 
nor the needles polished. They are evidently, however, iis shown by 
-their triangulai* tbrmation, intended for use as glover's needles when 
finished, and ai-e, in fact, as they ai-e exiled hy the impoitei-s, "un- 
finished glover's needles." It is also now conceded by the appiuiser 
that the articles are not now, nor can they be, iinished for use as needles 
for knitting or sewing-machines. 

It is therefore clear that the classitication of such needles as machine- 
needles, at the i-ates of duty alwve siK?eified, was erroneous. 

The provision for needles in Schedule M is as follows: "Needles, 
sewing, darning, knitting, and all other desciiptions not otherwise pro- 
vided for, 25 per cent, ad valorem ; and there is a proviso in Schedule 
E which declares that "all articles of steel partially manufactured, or 
of which steel shall l>e a component part not othor>vise pro^aded for, 
shall pay the same rate of duty as if wholly manufivctured." 

The ai-ticles being in fact needles (but not '* machine-needles," which 
are otherwise provided for,) mswle of steel, are, although not finished, 
<50vered by the said provisions of law, and are dutiable at the rate of 25 
per cent, ad valorem, sis claimed by the importers. 
You will thert^foro roliquidate the entry ivccoiiUngly. 
VeiT resiJectfullv, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

/Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, JSTeic Ymk, 
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(3422.) 
Unbleached Canton Flannel — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, November 21, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 6th ultimo, 
reporting on the appeal (5732 e) of Field, Leiter & Co. from your de- 
cision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
unbleached cotton, Canton flannel, imported into your port via Philadel- 
phia on the 24th of August last, which the importers claim to be duti- 
able at the rate of 5 cents per square yard. 

It appears, upon investigation and an inspection of samples, that the 
merchandise consists of a twilled fabric of cotton, unbleached, counting 
over one hundred and under two hundred threads to the square inch, 
weighing over five ounces to the square yard and costing less than 
twenty-five cents per square yard, and also that it is similar in character 
to cotton drillings, it being, in fact, woven as a drilling, with a nap 
subsequently teaseled up te make it a flannel. 

The Department concurs in the opinion expressed by the appraiser 
at your port (in which the experts at Boston and New York also concur) 
that the merchandise, being a cotton drilling, or an article of like 
description and for similar use, is dutiable at the rate of 6 cents per 
square yard, under the provision (Heyl, 925) in Schedule A, for finer 
* ♦ * goods of like description, (cotton drillings,) not exceeding two 
hundred threads to to the square inch; 

You are therefore directed to reliquidate the entry accordingly. 
Yery respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

Collector op Customs, Chicago, 111 



(3423.) 
Boiler-Iron. 



TREAstTRY Department, 
Office Supervising Inspector- Oeneral, 

Washington, B, C] November 22, 1877. 

Supervising and local inspectors of steam-vessels are informed 

hereby, that this office has become aware that some manufacturers of 

boiler-iron are stamping iron of their manufacture at much higher ten- 
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sile strain than such iron will bear when tested by the Riehle testing- 
machine, as provided in Eule 4, Revised Rules and Regulations, 1877. 
In consequence of this practice, injury has resulted to boiler-manufac- 
turers, who innocently purchased such iron, and failed to apply the 
test until after the completion of the boileifs, as recently occurred in 
two cases in the local districts of New York and Philadelphia. 

To prevent a pi'actice so unjust and manifestly dangerous, inspectors 
are directed to obtain samples from the plates of all boilers about to 
be constructed in their districts, and subject them to an actual test 
before the boilers aie begun, and to represent to boiler-manufacturers 
the importance to themselves of this precaution. Whenever the re- 
sults of such tests fall below the tensile strength stamped on the iton, 
inspectors must report such results at once to tins office, in a statement 
according strictly with the formula prescribed in Rule 4, on page 18, 
Revised Rules and Regulations. 

Inspectors are also directed to carefully ascertain that all samples 
of boiler-plates tested by them have the homogeneousness and tough- 
ness required by section 4430, Revised Statutes, and to be especially 
careful in that respect where the plates are stamped above 50,000 lbs. 
tensile strength. 

JAS. A. DUMONT, 
Supervising Inspector- General, 
Supervising and Local Inspectors of Steamboats and others. 



(3424.) 
Discriminating Duty — Cleaned Hair from Ea^t of Cape of Good Hope* 

Treasury Department, Noveinber 22, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 16th inst., 
submitting the appeal (6486 e) of Mr. Martin Benjamin fi'om your assess- 
ment of 10 per cent, ad-valorem discrinunating duty on certain human 
hair (Chinese) imported by him per "Amerique," October 5, 1877, from 
Havre, and classified as the product of a country east of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

The appellants claim that the hair in question was imported into 
France in a i*aw state and therfe cleaned, drawn, and prepared, and that 
its character is thus changed to such an extent as to render it a French 
manufacture, and relieve it from liability to the discriminating duty. 
31 
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The appraiser stiites that, iii the opinion of the experts of his depart- 
ment, the process of ck'ianiug and drawing in Fi'ance did not constitate 
sucl^ a change in the identity of the hair as to relieve it from the dis- 
criminating duty, and in this opinion the Depmlnient concurs. 
Youi* assessment of duty thei*eon is hei-eby afllrmed. 

Veiy I'espectfully, 

JOHN SHBKMAN, 

Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CtTSTOMS, New York. 



(3425.) 
Discriminating Duty — Jlide Cuttings froni East of Cape of Good Hope. 

Treasury Department, Ntyveinher 24, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your hotter of tlie 10th instant, 
reporting on th(» appc^al (G153<?) of J. Lee Smith & Co. fix)m your de- 
cision sissessing the discriminating duty of 10 jwr cent, jwl valorem on 
certain hide-cuttings imported from Eiighind,per "Hindoo," September 
24, 1877. 

The appi'aiser reportc<l that the goods were the produce of a country 
east of the Cape of Good Hope, imiKu^^ d from a phice west thereof. 

The fjicts in the ciwe, Jis stated by the appelh>nt«, and conceded by 
the appraiser, are, that the hi<tes from which the cuttings in question 
are obtained wei^e importe<l "in agi-een, ssilted state, with the hair on,'* 
into Enghmd from countries east of the said Cai)e; that they were 
there subjected to a process of liming and cming for the space of one 
year, when, the hair l>eing removed, they were cut up into small pieces 
for use in the manufacture of an article called a "picker," which is 
used in cotton-spinning factoiies, and that the cuttings, which are tlie 
subject of this appciil, are the snmll, waste pieces and trimmings, 
which, being useless for such manufiictui^, are imi)orted as glue-stock, 
or sizing. 

The cuttings so imported have been entirely changed in character, 
quality, and condition, by manufm*t.ure, fi*om the gi'cen, salted hides 
imiK)i*ted into England frouir the East Indies, and have become a man- 
ufactui'e of the firat-named country. 
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Tlie Dcpartmoiit, tlierefoi-o, lioUls tluit the appeal is well taken, and 
that the morehaiulise is not liable to the said diseriiiiinating duty. 
You will i)lease reliquidate tlu^ euti y aeeoidingly. 
Very rcspeetfiilly, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Seerelary, 
Collector of Customs, Xew York. 



(342(J.) 
Medieal-Relicf Certificates isnued on account of Su-l' and Dimhled Seamen, 

TUKASURV Dli)l»AUT3rENT, 

Office of the SffperriHintj iSitnfef>n-General, 

Washington^ Nonmher 26, 1877. 

It is desirable, in the interest of tlie eoutribntors to the nuuiue-hos- 
pital fimd, to ascertain, as far as praeticabU^, to what extent the ability 
of the Sei-vlce to supinn-t itself without the ai<l of the Goveniuient is 
affected by the demands upon it for tha relief of persons physiciUly 
unfit to follow the avocation of seamen. 

In issuing a medical-reUef certilicate on blank Form (J, you are there- 
fore hereby instructed, in the event the applicant be found, in your 
opinion, physically unlit for service as a seaman, to state his unsea- 
worthiness, as asccitained by^ your examination into his condition, by 
adding to your certificate the words " neviT fit for ser\ice,'' or " unfit 
for fiu'ther ser\ice,'' as the csvse may be, (pialifying the statement, if 
requisite, by pi*efixing the.woixl '^pi-obably." 

No corresponding notes will he i-equired to be nuxde in the cei-tificates 
issued for applicants Avho are not foiuul to be physicall}^ disqualified as 
seamen. 
The above instructions will take etfect on the first proximo. 
Resp^tfully, 

JNO. M. WOODWOKTH, 

SnperviMng Snrgeim-GeneraL 
Mebioal Officers of the MARiNE-UosriTAL Service, 
and Physicians and Surgeons Examining Applicants for Belief 

froin that Service. 
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(3427.) 
Importations through the Mail, 

Teeasuey Depaetment, November 26, 1877. 

The following regulations of the Post Office Department, amending^ 
the regulation embodied in the printed Decisions of this Department 
fQf September, 1875, (S^-nopsis 2376,) are now published for the infor- 
mation and guidance of customs officers. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 



Post Office Depaetment, 
Washington^ D. (7., Hoveniber 19, 1877. 

Section 52, chapter 3, of the Regulations of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, modified and amended by order of the Postmaster General of 
Januaiy 3, 1874, is hereby further modified and amended so as to read 
as follows : 

When letters, sealed packages, or packages the wrapi)ers of which, 
cannot be removed without destroying them^ are received in the United 
States from a foreign country, and the postmaster of the exchange 
of^ce at which they are received has reason to believe they contain ar- 
ticles liable to customs duties, he shall immediately notify the customs 
officer of the distiict in which his office is located, or the customs officer 
designated by the Secretary of the Treasurv' for the purpose of exam- 
ining the mails arri\'1ng from foreign coimtries, of the receipt of such 
letters or packages, and tlieir several addresses ; and if any letter or 
package of this character be addressed to a person residing within the 
deliver^" of his office, tlie postmaster shall also, at the time of its arrival, 
notify the addressee thereof that such letter or package has been re- 
ceived, and is believed to contain articles liable to customs duties, and 
that the same will be retui-ned to the country of origin unless the 
addressee shall appear at the post office, at a time in said notice to be 
designated, not exceeding twenty days from the date of said ;notice, 
and receive and open said letter or package in the presence of an officer 
of the customs. 

Letters and sealed i>ackage8, or packages the wrappers of which 
cannot be reiiiove<l without destroying them, which are suspected to 
contain articles liable to customs duties, and which are addressed to 
persons residing outside of the delivery of the United States exc ange 
office, wliere they were first received from abroad, shall be forwardcS, 
without longer detention than twe'uty-four hours, to their respective 
destinations, marked "suKi)ecte<l liable to customs duties," and, upon 
their receipt at the offices of destination, the postmasters thereof shall 
notifj^ the nefirest customs officer and the parties addressed, in the 
mamier and to the same eft'ect as hereinbefore provided for in the case 
of similar letters or packages addressed for delivery at the United 
States exchange office where they were first received. 

Unsealed packages, found on examination to contain articles liable 
to customs duties, shall be treated as undeliverable correspondence, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



355 

and be returned at once by the United States receiving exchange office 
to the exchange office of the country of origin which fovwarded it to 
the United States, marked <' Subject to customs duties." 

Provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall authorize or 
allow customs officers to seize or &ke possession of any letter or seal<^ 
package whilst the same is in the custody of a postmaster, nor unjil 
after its delivery to the addressee; and pr6vided further, that no letter 
or sealed package shall be detained at the office of delivery a longer 
period than may be necessary for the appearance of a customs officer 
and the addressee, in pursuance of the notices hereinbefore pnivided 
to be given. 

Postmasters are expected to extend to customs officers all prc^per 
facilities, and to permit such officers as may be specially d^gnated 
by the Secretary of the Ti^asury, to have access at all times to their 
respective offices, for the purpose of examining mail-matter received 
from foreign countries, in order to protect the customs revenue from 
frauds practised through the mails. 

D. M. KEY, 

Posifnaster General. 
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TO OOLiLEOTOES OF CUSTOMS. 



Tbeasuby Department, 

. Washington^ D. (7., Jamtary 3, 1878, 
The following Decisions of the Department for the month of Decem- 
ber, 1877, upon the constmction to be given to Acts of Congress, relathig 
to the Tariff, Navigation, and other subjects, are' published herewith 
for the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs. 

JOHK SHBBMAN, 



(3428.) 
Indian Auxiliary elassifted as Zinc-Dust 

Tbeasuby Dbpabtmbwt, December i^ 1877. 

Gentlemen: Your letter of August 10 last was duly received,, in 
which you state that an article known as ^'ipdigo auxiliary," being.tb 
preparation of zinc, in the form of a fine powder, has been imported 
at New York, Philaddphia, and Boston, at the rate of 15 per cent, ad 
valorem, and that the proper rate of duty thereon is 35 per cent, ad 
valorem. 

In reply, you are informed that upon investigation it api>ears that 
duty has been assessed on the article in question at the ports men- 
tioned, at the rate of 20 per cent, ad valorem, under a decision of thi? 
Department, dated September 12, 1874, it being classified as << zinc- 
dust." 

Very respectfhlly. 

By order: H. F. FEBNCH, 

Assistant Secretary, 

Messrs. V. G. Bloebe & Co., Parkersburgj W. Va. 
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(3429.) 

Salt — Withdrawal in Bond. 
Treasury Department, December 3, 1877. 

Sir: The attention of this Department has been called to the fact^ 
that at some ports salt has been withdrawn in bond, under section 3022 
of the Revised Statutes, for use, without payment- of duties, in repack- 
ing imported salt fish; also in repacking, in a different district from 
that in which the salt was withdrawn, fish taken by vessels licensed to 
engage in the fisheries^ and in curing fish purchased without the limits 
of the United States, or obtained otherwise than by being taken by a 
vessel licensed as aforesaid, or with her gear, by parties employed by 
the master. 

The section cited, under which all such withdrawals of salt' in bond 
must be made, provides for the use of the article free of duty only in 
the curing of fish ^^ taken by vessels licensed to engage in the fisheries f 
and the regulations of the' Department prescribe that salt withdrawn 
for use on shore shall be used only within the limits of the district in 
which such withdrawal is made. 

When used for the other purposes specified above, or in any manner 
not contemplated by the statute and regulations cited, it becomes du- 
tiable, and the parties responsible should be held on the bond executed 
on the withdrawal. 

To prevent Irregular withdrawals of the article, you are directed to 
require hereafter, in addition to the proofs specified in article 744 of 
the Begulations, an affidavit from the party actually making withdrawal, 
or for whom the fish were cured, embodying the facts mentioned in 
that article, and stating also that no part of the salt withdrawn has 
been used in repacking, further preserving, or curing, fish purchased 
abroad, not taken by a vessel licensed under the laws of the United 
States to engage in the fisheries; and you will exercise care that no 
bond given on such withdrawal shall be cancelled, until from the proofs 
submitted, you shall become satisfied that such salt has been used only 
in accordance with the laws and regulations upon the subject, construed 
as stated above. 

An endorsement on the bond should be made in all cases at the time 

of the cancellation thereof, showing the quantity of fish cured by the 

salt withdrawn. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

A89i8tani Secretary, 
GoLLEOTOR OP CUSTOMS, OlouccBter, Mass. 
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(3430.) 
Sugars — Sampling and Weighing of. 

Treasury Department, December 3, 1877.. 

Sir: Refeitiwg to your report of tlie 28th ultimo, in regard to the 
instructions contained in the circular of the 16th ultimo, relative to the 
<* sampling and weighing of sugar,'' I have to stat^ that • • • the 
Departmeiit agrees with you in the suggestion that sugars going into 
general-order store are not to be embraced within the terms of the 
order which provides that sugars shall not be removed from the dock 
before the returns of the appraiser and weigher shall have been received. 

The circular of November 16 provides that the gross weight, tare, and 
iiet weight of the packages of sugar shall be branded by means of hot- 
iron or copper figures. Article 385 of the Begulations for the govern- 
ment of officers of the customs under the superintendence and direction 
of the surveyor of the port, issued by the Department under date of 
the 20th of March last, provides that the weights of sugars imported in 
casks or boxes shall be marked distinctly by the custom-house weigher 
by scoring the figuies indelibly on each package, by cutting with a 
scoring-iron on the head of the cask or cover of the box, the gross 
weight of the package. 

This article of the Begulations is substituted for that paragraph in 

the circular which directs the manner in which the weights shall be 

scored. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHEEMAN, 

Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, JT^wi? Tork.^ 



(3431.) 
Brandy Impofied in Small Glass Barrels. 

Treasury Department, December 4, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 30th 
ultimo, stating that Mr. A. C. Tremoulet has imported, per ship "Wy- 
oming," from Bordeaux, certain brandy contained in " packages, com- 
prising four cases each, containing four glass barrels of a capacity of 
one gallon each." 

You state that the barrels are ornamented, and have an aperture in 
the top through which they are filled, and also a metal faucet, set in 
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corky near the bottom, througli which the contents are withdrawn; 
aij^d it appears that they are eagerly sought as ornaments for bars or 
iSKMeboards, and are often purchased for the sake of the barrel alone^ 
Without regard to the contents. 

Tou therefore inquire how they should be classified. 

In reply, you are informed that this Department decided on the 1st 
of September, 1876, that brandy might be imported in glass barrels if 
eadi package should comprise not less than one doz,eTL thereof, the de- 
cision being based on the provision in Schedule D of the Revised Tarifi^ 
that brandy imported in bottles '^ shall be packed in packages contain- 
ing notiess than one dozen bottles in each package." 

The clauj^ in said schedule, however, which provides that a duty of 
' three cents additional shall be paid for each bottle containing brandy^ 
is held to apply to bottles only commercially known as such, and not to 
f|ie barrels in question, which, being an unusual envelope for brandy^ 
ate dutiable as manufactures of glass at the rate of 40 per centum ad 
valorem. 

Very respectfully. 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

AsHsta/nt Secretary. 

00LLB0TQ9 OP Customs, Neto Orleans, La. 



(3432.) 

Notice of the Issue of Temporary Documents to be Sent to the Home Ports 

of Vessels. 

TBEiJSUBY Depabtment, December 6, 1877. 

Complaint having been made to the Department that the require- 
ments of Department circular No. 132, dated November 30, 1872, are 
neglected, customs offioers authorized to issue marine documents are 
directed to comply strictly with the provisions of that circular by the 
use of blaiik No. 527 of the << Catalogue of Customs Books and Blanks^ 
1877.» 

JOHN ALLISON, 

Begister. 
CoLiiEOTOBS OP Customs and othebs. 
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(3433.) 
Cod-Liver Oil — Froduct of Canadian Fisheries. 

Trbasuby Depabtment, December 7, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of a telegram from P. W. Myers 
& Co., stating that a "lot of cod-liver oil" in barrels, the product of 
Canadian fisheries, is held by you at Eouse's Point, to await a decision 
by this Department, of the question whether it is durable. 

You are informed that the Reciprocity Treaty with Great Britain, 
formerly in force, stipulated for the free admission into the United 
States of fish oil from Canada, and that, in construing the treaty, this 
Department decided January 10, 1866, (see printed decision,) that cod- 
liver oil, in a purified and refined condition, suitable for and intended 
ito be used as a medicine, was not the fish oil referred to in said treaty, 
whether imported in casks, barrels, or otherwise, and that it was there- 
fore subject to duty. 

The stipulation in the Treaty of Washington, for the free admission 
of fish oil, (being the produce of the fisheries of the Dominion of 
Canada, or of Prince Edward Island, &c.,) should not be construed 
more liberally j and if it be ascertained in any case that cod-liver oil 
has been refined or purified as aforesaid, for use as a medicine, it will 
be treated as dutiable, whether imported in bottles, or in casks or 
barrels. 

The decision of the Department of March 19, 1872, (Synopsis 1066,) 
made subsequently to the date of the abrogation of the Eeciprocity 
Treaty, and relating to a provision in the tariff laws, whereby collectors 
were authorized to treat all cod-liver oil imported in barrels as dutia- 
ble as fish oil, will be construed in accordance with these instructions. 
• • « • • • • 

Very resx)ectfiilly, 

JOHN SHEEMAN, 

Secretary. 
OoLLBOTOB OP CUSTOMS, Plattshurgh, N. Y. 



(3434.) 
Crochet-Needles — Duty on. 

Treasury I>epabtmbnt, December 7, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 23d of Oc- 
tober last, transmitting the appeal (6230 c) of Lucas Thompson & Co. 
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j&orn your decision assessing duty at the rates of $1 per thousand and 
36 per cent, ad valorem on certain crochet-needles, or hooks, for use in 
emibroidering-machines, imported per <*Oity of Eichmond," August 2, 
1877, which the appellants claim to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

It is understood that the articles were classified under the {provisions 
in Schedule E, which imposes duty at the rates of i|l per thousand and 
35 per cent ad valorem on <^ needles for knitting or sewing-machines." 

Upon investigation of the matter, and an examination of samples, 
it appears that the articles are crochet-needles, or hooks, which may 
be fitted for use in an embroidery-machine, but which cannot properly 
be considered as needles for sewing or Imitting-msucMne&j so as to4)ring 
them within the special provision of law for such needles. 

The Department is of opinion that the appeal is well taken, and that, 
in accordance with its ruling of March 4, 1876, (Synopsis 2693,) the 
said crochet-needles, not being provided for as aforesaid, are dutiable 
at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule 
M, for ^< needles, sewing, darning, knitting, and qU other descriptions not 
othertoise provided for.^ 
• • • • • • • 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHBEMAN, 

Secretary, 
OoLLBCTOB OP CUSTOMS, New York. 



(3435.) 
Penal Duty — Importer Liable for. 

Treasury Department, December 8, 1877. 

Sir: Beferring to your report of the 16th ultimo, in relation to your 
otussion to collect the penal duty of 20 per cent., which accrued for 
undervaluation of certain merchandise, shipped under warehouse and 
transportation entry and bond No. 439, from your port to New York, 
consigned to F. Knowland, at the latter port, I have to state that it 
apx>earsfrom a report from thecoUector of customsatNew York, dated the 
1st instant, that the goods in question had just been exported when he 
forwarded his report of the 26th ultimo, noting the fact that no evi- 
dence appeared showing that such duty had been collected at your 
port. 

While articles 614 and 628 of the Customs Begulations, in terms, 
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provide that tiie penal duty^ when it accrues, shall be collected at the 
port of first arrival, the Department is of opinion, in view of the rol- 
ings of the courts, that such duty is a personal debt due by the im- 
porter to the United States, which is not in any way impaired by the 
fact that the goods have left the possession of the importer, and have 
been transported to another port, and, as in the present case, subse- 
quently exported from the country, the courts having held that such 
X>enal duty is not subject to rebate or drawback upon exportation of 
~ the goods. In this connection you are referred to the case of the United 
States against Lyman, Ist Mason's Reports, 481. 
• • • • • • • 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 
CoLLEOTOB OF CUSTOMS, Stm FranoUoOy Cal 



(3436.) 
Toys — Small Stands of Artificial Flowers. 

Tbeasubt Department, December 8, 1877. 

Sir : The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, 
submitting the appeal (65200) of Strasburger, Pfeiffer & Co., from your 
assessment of duty at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem on certain 
artificial-flower stands, imported by them ^v "Bremen," August 28, 
1877, and classified as "toys," the appellants claiming that they are 
entitled to entry at the rate of 40 per cent, ad valorem, as manufactures 
of wax and glass. 

The appraiser reports that the articles in question are miniature 
stands of artificial flowers covered with glass shades, about two inches 
in diameter and four inches in height, and states that, in his opinion, 
they are dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem, either as 
"toys" or as "manufactures of artificial flowers and glass." 

The Department is of opinion that they were properly classified as 
"toys," and your assessment of duty thereon is hereby affirmed. 

Very respectftdly, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



CoixEOTOR OF Customs, New York. 



Assistant Secretary. 
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(3437.) 
Potatoes Imported under Seal from Canada — Untry of, for Transportation. 

Treasury Department, December 11, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter, dated the 4th in- 
stant, submitting a communication from the agent of the Grand Trun^ 
Eailroad of Canada, stating that, by reason of the prohibition of the 
entry of potatoes at Island Pond for warehouse and transportation to. 
New York via your port, the road will be unable to transport potatoes 
destined from Canada to New York for exportation. 

In reply; you are informed that the Department perceives no good 
reason why the potatoes should not be shipped to your port, under 
consular seal, and there entered for transportation (over a properly- 
bonded route) and exportation from New York, subject to the regula- 
tions contained in article 31, as amended, of the regulations of March 
30, 1875, relative to the transi>ortatioii of merchandise, under the 
Treaty of Washington; and you are therefore authorized to allow that 
course to be pursued. 

The Secretary of State and the collectors of customs at Burlington, 

Vt., and New York, respectively, have been advised of the purport of 

these instructions. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SHEEMAN, 

Secretary, 
Collector op Customs, Portland, Maine. 



(3438.) 
Asbestos Paper — Duty on. 

Treasury Department, December 13, 1877. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimOj^ 
further reporting on. the appeal (6281c) of Peters & Tiemann from 
your decision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem on 
certain asbestos paper, (classified as a manufacture of paper,) imported 
"per Castalia," August 25, 1877, which the appellants claim to be duti- 
able at the rate of 25 per cent, ad valorem, as asbestos, manufactured, 
under the provision for that article in Schedule M. 

It appears, from the special report of the appraiser and inspection of 
a sample, that the article, although in the form of paper — that is, in 
thin sheets — has none of the usual constituents of the paper of corn- 
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merce, eltcept the sizing necessary to pat it in fonD, and is not intended 
nor nsed for the same general purposes, but is manufactured entirely 
(except the sizing) of asbestos, and is intended for use.as an incombus- 
tible and infasible packing, about boilers and machinery, and as a cov- 
ering for wooden and other inflammable surfaces which are exposed to 
great heat. 

Upon these facts, the Department decides that the appeal is well 
taken, and that the merehandise is dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent, 
ad valorem. 

• • * • • • • 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 



CoLLECTOB OP CUSTOMS, Kew Tork. 



Assistant Secretary. 



(3439.) 
Ports at which there are Bonded Warehouses. 

Tebasuby Depabtment, December 14, 1877. 

The following list of ports at which there are bonded warehouses la 
published for general information: 

Port. Warehouses. 

New York, N. Y .Classes 2, 3, 4, and 6. 

Oswego, ls,Y Classes 3, 4, and 5. 

Buflalo, N. Y Classes 3 and 4. 

Philadelphia, Pa Classes 3 and 4. 

Pittsburgh, Pa Class 2. 

Erie, Pa Class 5. 

Boston, Mass Classes 3, 4. and 5. 

Provincetown, Mass Classes 2 (ror salt) and 4, (for salt.) 

Chatham, Mass Classes 2 (for salt) and 4, (for salt.) 

Plymouth, Mass ^ Class 2. 

Newburyport, Mass Class 4. 

Salem, Mass ..... .Classes 2 and 4. 

Hyannis, Mass Class 2, (for salt.) 

South Dennis, Mass : . . Classes 2 (for salt) and 4, (for salt.) 

Harwich, Mass Classes 2 (for salt) and 4, (for salt.) 

Gloucester, Mass Classes 2 and 4. 

Baltimore, Md Classes 3 and 4. 

New Orleans, La Classes 2, 3, and 4. 

Plattsburgh, N. Y Class 4. 

Portland, Maine. > Classes 3, 4, and 5. 

Bastport, Maine. Classes 2, 3, and 4. 

Wiacasset, Maine Class 2. 

Bang6r, Maine .Class 4. 

Castine, Maine Classes 2 and 4. 

Bath, Maine Classes 2 and 4. 

33 
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Port. Warehouses. 

Hancock, Maine Class 4. 

Belfast, Maine .Class 2, (for salt.) 

Booth Bay, Maine. Classes 2 (for salt) and 4, (for salt.) 

Ellsworth^ Maine Class 2, (for salt.) 

Charleston, S. C Class 3. 

St. Louis, Mo Classes 2 and 3. 

Memphis, Tenn - Class 3* 

Eochester, N. Y Classes 2 and 3. 

Chicago, 111 Classes 3 and 4. 

Duluth, Minn: Class 31 

Cleveland, Ohio Classes 3 and 4. 

San Francisco, Cal Classes 2, 3, and 4. 

Wilmington, N. C Class 4. 

Alexandria, Va Class 2. 

Bvansville, Ind Class 3. 

Toledo, Ohio... Class 3. 

Galveston, Texas Class 3. 

Kew Haven, Conn. . : Class 2. 

Hartford, Conn Class 3. 

New London, Conn Class 2. 

Detroit, Micli . Classes 2, 3, and 4. 

Mobile, Ala Class 4. 

Wilmington, Del Classes 2 and 3. 

Portland, Oregon. : Class 3. 

Providence E. I Class 6. 

Portsmouth, N. H Class 2. 

Burlington, Vt Class 2. 

Key West, Fla Class 3. 

Note.— Goods m bond arriving at the port* of Louisville, Ky.; St. Paul, Minn.; 
Providence, R. I.: Milwaukee, Wis.; Burlington, Vt.; Georgetown, D. C; Savannah, 
Ga.; New Bedford, Mass.; Pembina, D. T.; Albany, N. Y.; Cincinnati, Ohio; Suspen- 
.sion Bridge, N. Y.; Ogdensburg, N. Y.; Erie, Pa.; Brownsville, Texas; and Corpus 
Christi, Texas, are stored in the custom-house premises at those ports. 

Classification of Warehouses. 

Class 1. Stores occupied by the United States. 

Class 2. Warehouses occupied by importers, exclusively for the stor- 
age of goods imported by or consigned to them, or purchased by them 
in bond. 

Class 3. Warehouses occupied for the general storage of imported 
goods. 

Class 4. Yards or sheds for the storage of heavy and bulky imported 
goods. 

Glass 5. Bins or parts of buildings for the storage of imported grain. 

Class 6. Warehouses exclusively for the manufacture of medicines, 

cosmetics, and the like. 

JOHK SHERMAN, 

Secretary. 

COLLBOTOES AND OTHEB OfPIOEES OF CUSTOIB^S. 
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(3440.) 

Fines Accruing under Steamboat Laws. 

Teeasuby Department, December 14, 1877. 

Sib: Your letter of the 12tli instant is received, asking if you can 
receive a fine imposed under section 4438 of tlie Revised Statutes, or if 
it is necessary that such penalties should be collected by decree of 
court. You are informed, in reply, that by sections 4496-7 of the Ee- 
vised Statutes the duty of enforcing the laws relating to steam-vessels 
is imposed upon collectors of customs ; and, in the opinion of this De- 
partment, no objection exists to their receiving the penalties specified 
for violations of said laws, subject to an appeal to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in like manner as is provided in articles 866 to 880, inclusive, 
Customs Regulations of 1874. 

Very respectfully. 



CoiXBGTOB OF OusTOMS, Baltimore, Md, 



H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 



(3441.) 
Zinc in Sheets — Duty on. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, December 20, 1877. 

SiB: The Department is in receipt of your two letters of the 17th 
instant, reporting on the appeals (66456 and 6790 e) of H. Lamarche 
from your decision assessing duty at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valo- 
rem on certain rolled sheet-zinc, imported per "Vaderland,'' August 
14, and "Switzerland," October 13,1877, which the appellant claims to 
be dutiable at the rate of 2J cents per pound. 

The appraiser reports that the merchandise was originally returned 
by him as a "manufacture of zinc," at a duty of 35 per cent, ad valorem, 
but that upon re-examination he is now satisfied that such return was 
erroneous, as the article is in fact " zinc in sheets," and is dutiable at 
the rate of 2^ cents per pound, as claimed by the importer, under the 
special provision (Heyl, 1049) in Schedule B, for "zinc, spelter, or 
tuteneque in sheets." 

Upon due consideration of the matter, and an inspection of samples, 
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the Department is of opinion that the amended report of the appraiser 
is correct, and consequently that the appeals are well taken. 

You are therefore directed to reliquidate the entries accordingly. 
• • • • • • • 

Very respectfully, 

By order: H. F. FRENCH, 

Assistant Seoretarjf. 
CoLLECTOB OF CUSTOMS, JVew? York. 



(3442.) 
Importation of Hides and Cattle from South America. 

Treasury Department, December 20, 1877. 

Sir: Section 2493, Eevised Statutes, prohibits the importation of 
neat-cattle, and the hides of neat-cattle, from any foreign country into 
the United States, and provides that the operation of the section may 
be suspended as to any foreign country whenever the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall officially determine, and give public notice that suteh im- 
portations will not tend to the introduction of contagious or infectious 
diseases among cattle in the United States. 

By existing regulations of the Department the importation of neat- 
cattle and the hides of neat-cattle, from any part of the world, is pro- 
hibited, unless a consular certificate is presented showing that such 
diseases do not prevail. 

Many applications have been made to the Department for permission 
to allow the landing of South American hides imported directly into 
the United States, in regard to which the proper certificate has not 
been furnished. 

As no information has been received by the Department that any 
disease of the nature aforesaid prevails generally in South American 
countries, it is hereby directed that such cattle and hides from those 
countriies may be landed and admitted to entry notwithstanding a 
failure to produce a consular certificate of non-infection. 

The Secretary of State has been requested to instruct United States 

consuls, in South American ports, to ai)prise the Government of any 

contagious oi: infectious diseases appearing among cattle in that 

quarter. 

Very respectftdly. 

By order: H. F. FEBNCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Collector of Customs, Fhiladeliphiaj Fa. 
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